ROMAN CIVILIZATION

ROMAN CULTURE

Roman Values
· The Romans had four essential roman characteristics

· Virtus --- Virtue

· Means knowing what is good/evil/useful/useless/honorable/dishonorable
· Pietas --- Piety 

· Are you trustworthy?
· Gravitas --- Gravity/Severity 

· Not overcome by emotions, in control of yourself. Serious, dignified, level headed
· Constantia --- Constancy/ Perseverance

· Go for what you want, and get it --- never stop, doing what is necessary whether you like it or not

· Demonstrate all of these characteristics, what do you get?

· Dignitas --- Dignity 

· Rewarded with respect from your fellow man 

· Auctoritas --- Authority

· Personal esteem and authority 

· Pinnacle of Dignitas and Auctoritas  --- Augustus, the first emperor
· Mos Maiorum --- the custom of our ancestors

· Res Novae --- new things, thought sometimes bad

Roman Architecture

· Porta – Gate, gate built in the walls of Rome

· Porta Appia --- built in the 6th century, still standing, built on the via Appia

· Pons --- bridge

· Pons Sublicius was the first bridge built by Rome and was made of wood

· Pons Fabricius, the oldest and best preserved bridge in Rome

· Aquaeductus --- Ancient plumbing, used for baths, cooking, toilets. Over 400Km long
Roman Names

·  Tria Nomina --- 3 name system

· Name – nomen (pl. Nomina)
· Praenomen (Forename) Nomen (Family name ) Cognomen (Given name)

· People refered to you by your Cognomen
· exactly who you come from your Filiation
· Remove the –us from the father’s name and add –i  then add filius which means son

· Take off the –us on the grandfathers name and add an –i then add nepos which means grandson

· If the child was a soldier and had a victory they could put the name of the state at the end of his name ex: Africanus 

· If he shows himself a dutiful soldier of Rome so they might but Pius at the end of his name
· If it is a girl the first name is the female version of the family name

· Father name: Publius Iulius Faustus

· Daughters name: Iulia (publii filia) Fausta

· The first son took on your exact name (as tradition told) although it doesn’t always happen

· For a female that the –us from the end of the family name and add an –a

· If there were 2 girls the cognomen of the female would sometimes be Secunda 

· Easy to keep track of your children by numbering them

Roman Architecture

· Thermae – bath houses, large complexes, they were community centres, restaurants, gyms etc.
· Ex. Thermae Caracalla (3rd century emperor)

· They improved public health and made for longer lives and better social lives 
· Templum – temple

· Worship of the gods, sacrifice, place for propaganda

· Ex. Temple of Venus and Roma, a very Greek temple, there were two deities in the temple, each with there own chamber 
· Pantheon

· Very original roman style temple, a temple dedicated to all of the roman Gods
· Built in 1st century BC, but fires and natural disasters damaged it, it was rebuilt by emperor Hadrian rebuilt in 2nd century AD

· Theatrum – Theatre

· They were semi-circled, they were known for acoustic science, Romans made them out of wood, you could pick it up and move it 
· Ex. Arausio – best preserved theatre 

· Amphitheatrum --- theatre that goes all the way around

· Ex. Amphitheatre of Pompeii

· They were in the open air and didn’t have acoustics because it wasn’t necessary 
· Obeliscus

· Tall pillared monuments 
· Ex. Obeliscus Constantii (15th century BC) found in Egypt is the tallest obeliscus in Rome 

The Latin Language

· No J or U or W in the Latin alphabet 

· Founded upon the Greek and the Etruscan alphabet 

· There was no lower case letters --- came in the late 8th century AD called Carolingian script 
· H was a Greek letter, but they dropped it not before the Romans picked it up 

· Q  and the K are about the same

· Letter V is a consonant  and a vowel

· W didn’t make it into roman speech until the 2nd century AD 

· The Latin language didn’t originally have a Y or a Z --- it was picked up in the 1st century BC when the Romans invaded Greece 

· Very late addition was the J – came in the medieval period – came in to replace some I’s 

· Singular and plural 

· Ex: Porta (singular) portae (plural) ( -a to -ae

· Ex: Obeliscus (singular) obelisci (plural) ( -us to –i

· Ex: Templum  (singular) templa (plural) ( -um to –a

· Ex: Pons (singular) Pontes (plural) ( -ns to –ntes

· Ex: Venatio (singular) venationes (plural) ( -o to –ones ----word means hunting parties 

· Ex: Rex (singular) Reges (plural) ( -x to –ges

· Ex: dominatrix (singular) dominatrices (plural) ( -x to –ces --- was a female lord 

· Ex: Civitas (s) civitates (p) ( -tas to –tates

· Ex: multitudo (s) multitudines (p) ( -tudo to –tudines

· Ex: nomen (s) nomina (p) ( -men to –mina

Roman Society and Class Structure

· Social stature depends on;

· Wealth

· Freedom

· Citizenship – men were the ones that had citizenship while women had citizen status

· Two essential groups in roman society

· Patricians – weren’t necessarily wealthy, they just had the right nomena 

· Patres – fathers of Rome, they were the first to join Romulus
· Leaders of tribes  --- prestige family 

· Plebeians – at one time they were the lower class, but many were wealthy  

· Within the upper class two classes – determined by wealth 

· Senatorial order – people who were in the senate, people that are wealthy because they own 1 million Sesterces in land. They could only make money from their land
· Equestrian order – show that you had 400 thousand Sesterces to your name, not dependant on land could be in business, like taxes or banking. They were men that could afford horses, as their name suggests 

· Partridge - people helping each other out

· Patronus -  gives help to the client, gives food, connections, money

· Client -  clients give what they were good at, offer a product (writers/carpenters etc)
· A client/patron can have many patrons/clients 

· A patron can have clients, and also be someone else’s client 

· Most aristocrats spent most of their days in otium (leisure) but if you couldn’t laze around you were in negotium 

· Slavery was essential to the roman economy
· The slaves always outnumbered the Romans, a farmer could have 70,000 slaves (1 to 70,000)

· Main source of slaves were foreign worlds when they were defeated 
· Slaves also came from; kidnappings, army deserters, criminals
· Roman slaves were thought of as property, sold, bought, if master died they would be inherited 

· Slaves could be killed on a masters whim

· If someone messed with someone else’s slave they would be taken to property court

· Rural work; working on latifundium (farm), in factories, mills, as a paedagogus (nanny) 

· Worst case: sent to work in the mines, was the harshest job for slaves
· Usually slaves in the mine would be beaten regularly, and worked to death 

· 137BC in Sicily, there was a slave revolt, 70,000 slaves lasted 4 years before being crushed

·  73 – 71BC slave revolt happened on Italian soil and a fierce war lead by Spartacus

· A group of 70,000 – 200,000 slaves from southern Italy
· The Romans took a lesson, treat the slaves better

· Some slaves were given allowances, Peculium, they might also get a small piece of land

· They were made to wear collars, or branded or tattoos 

· The collar could come off if your master decided to free you – manumission 

· When you were freed you were given a pilleus a pointy hat to tell everyone you were libertus 
· Depending on the industry or the economy, you could only free so many slaves (ex: 100)

· The newly freed slave could become the masters client 

· If you were free didn’t mean you were a citizen, but if a freed woman and a freed man had a child that would be a citizen

The Republican Government

· Very detailed system, in general from 509 BC

· Three levels of government

· Magistrate system is called the cursus honorum 

· A manadory military service was required before entering into politics

· People in the cursus honorum were rich

· Military service was not actually considered in the cursus honorum (prerequisite of 10 years) 

· All of the offices were annual and were appointed every year

· After mitary service you could be a quaestor --- financial advisor, controlling mints, running army pay role etc. 

· Tribune of the Plebs --- only for plebeians --- to make sure the aristocracy did not control the government, they were the protectors of the people
· If you were a quaestor you could apply to be a Aedile, 2 were elected yearly, took care of santitation, looking after market place, maintance of the roads etc. 

· Curule Aedile

· Plebeian Aedile

· Praetor; administer of capital punishment and became dictators in time of crisis

· Praetor urbanus: tired the people in Rome

· Praetor peregrinus: tired people who weren’t citizens
· Consul --- 2 consuls every year, they took over the role of the king during the regal period

· After you served as praetor you could run for propraetor; governor of a roman state

· Censor; 2 were elected every 5 years to serve for 18 months, were in charge of taking census’, ensuring moral code (regimen morum) – nota censoria was what you got when you were doing something bad or something un-roman

· The senate --- comes from word Senatus (the old men)

· When the people’s assembly or consul drew up a law, the senate would issue a senates consultum gave their opinion on the law proposed 

· Senates consultum ultimum – declaration of a dictator to fix roman problems, you could only be dictator for 6 months or until the end of the crisis
· Peoples assemblies 

· Comitia curiata – met in the comitium, when a consul was elected they would have to appear before this committee to be approved

· Comitia centuriata --- divided into military groups, they met in the campus martius, they were allowed to hear appeals in capital cases, they could vote to go to war or for peace
· Comitia tribute --- any citizen of Rome had the right to vote, they could hear trials for none capital cases 

· Concilium plebis --- elect the tribune of the plebs, main concern was to ensure that aristocrats did not dominate the government with their views 

Roman Times

· Dies – day

· Hora – hours

· Roman day had 24 hours

· Oriens – sunrise

· Occasus – sunset

· Meridies – middle of the day (noon) 

· Ante meridiem – before noon (am)

· Post meridiem – after noon (pm)

· The day time was broken up into 12 hours and the night into 12 hours

· In the summer an hour could be approx. 75mins long

· In winter there was 45mins to one roman hour

· Roman work day ended around the end of the 7th hour --- sometimes off at 1:30 in the afternoon

· 9th hour until the 12th hour, you would eat dinner

· Horologium, a tool for telling the hour

· Solarium--- showed the time of the day by casting a shadow, the thing that casted the shadow was called: Gnomon

· Salarium Augusti

· Set up by emperor Augustus, he set up an obelicus as a gnomon to tell time

· Pedestal --- showed the time but also the season you were in 

· When horologium are moved they had to be recalibrated 

· Clepsydra – more reliable way of telling time, it was a water clock

· Nox – night 

· Night was split up into 12 hours too

· Vigilia – a segment of the night (3 hour blocks), Roman night had 4 vigiliae
· Roman biologists/doctors didn’t trust the night time

· Lunatic --- if you spent too much time out at night you would go crazy
Roman Marriage

· By age 12 a girl could be married, 14 for a boy

· Between 12 or 13 she could be a Matrona 

· Sponsalia – betrothed a promise to be married, upper class girls had arranged marriages
· Slaves had no rights, if the master decides that they were to be married they would be 

· Conterbium --- marriage between slaves and free persons

· In manu Mariti – was a marriage in which the woman enters into her husband’s control 

· Sine manu – without the hand of the husband, she remains under the power of her father 

· Dos – dowries  --- if there was a divorce the husband had to give the money back

· Formal ceremonies happened mostly for patricians

· Toga Praetexta could only be worn by women that were of age to be married
· First ceremony was taking off the toga praetexta

· Wedding dress was a white silk tunic and red scarf for veil, matching shoes, braid hair into 6 braids with a belt called the knot of Hercules --- symbol of fertility

· They both consent to the wedding, the matron of honour (pronuba) would get them to join their right hands (dextrarum iunctio) now they are married

· Mustaceum – wedding cake 
· Deductio in domum mariti --- procession of leading the bride into her new husband’s house 

· Once there she would take some oil and spread it on the post outside her door then her husband would carry her over the threshold 

· She then has to sample fire and water, she is given water and then she would be lead to the hearth, heart of the house

· The bride was then lead to the bedroom and undressed by the univirae (women only wed once) 

· Epithalamium --- love poem sung while the groom and bride were in bed 

· Affection maritalis -- intention to be married, could be as simple as living with the man everyday
Roman Times 

· Days of the Week

· Dies lunae ---- Moon

· Dies Martis ---- Mars

· Dies Mercurii ---- Mercury

· Dies Iovis ---- Jupiter

· Dies Verneris ---- Venus

· Dies Saturni ---- Saturn

· Dies Solis ---- Sun 

· Originally they had an eighth day  --- Nundinae, a day when the plebeians conducted business 

· 4AD when Christianity became the official religion they changed the days names 
· Dominica ---- Lords Day

· Feria secunda

· Feria tertia

· Feria quarta

· Feria quinta

· Feria sexta

· Feria septima

Roman Children 

· Liberi --- general term for children 

· Puer; adulescens; iuvenis (juvenile); senior (when a boy becomes an adult); senex (old man); aetate provectus (extreme old age)

· Puella; virgo (young woman); uxor (when she got married); matrona (if she had children); anus (old woman)

· Bonuses to having children; tax breaks, free woman with 3 children that survived to adulthood could control her own affairs, if a slave had 4 children they would gain their freedom

· Births were conducted at home, after birth the baby would be swaddled and would stay with the mother for a week in the absence of the father

· The father was considered the paterfamilias --- head of the family

· Patria potestas --- fathers power, the exercising of the fathers power to control the family
· After a week he would have to decide if he wanted to keep the child

· If he didn’t want to keep the child he could expose it, drown it or abandon it
· If he kept the child

· Girls were given names 8 days after their birth and boys 9 days after 
· Lustratio --- purification ceremony 

· Dies Lustrucus --- day of purification, day the child got their name
· These rituals were to ward off evil spirits, the child was also given a bulla to wear around his neck to ward off evil spirits
· The child would be assigned a wet nurse who would take the role of its mother 
· The child might live with the wet nurse for the first 10 years of their life

· Only after the naming day was the child recognized as existing 

· Within 30 days of the child’s birth, you have to submit the child’s name to be recognized 

· Children would be educated at home, they would go to school at the age of 7 

· Their moral up bringing would be conducted by the father 

· Boys went to school, girls went to school but most of the time they would stay at home 
· Paedagogus --- babysitter, they would get them ready for school and after school they would watch them
· Litterator (teacher) or Ludi Magister (head master of the school)

Roman Times

· Months

· Januarius

· Februarius

· Martius

· Aprilis

· Maius

· Iunius

· Quintilis --- Iulius

· Sextilis --- Augustus

· September

· October

· November

· December

· Originally only had 10 months with March at the start of the year --- they added Januarius and Februarius after

· Originally July was Quintilis --- Julius Caesar changed the name to something similar to his name

· Originally August was Sextilis --- meaning sixth month, in 8BC when the emperor Augustus named the month after himself

· Every few years they would insert another month, right after February , called Intercalary month (intercalation)

· Julius Caesar, put more days in every month and an extra day once every 4 years in February

· Kalendae – Nonae – Idus

· Kalends was the first day of the month

· The nonae was the fifth day of the month, except for March, May July and October when it’s 7th
· The ides was the 13th day, except in March, May, July and October when it was the 15th day

· A.d. = Ante Diem  ---- days before

· Dies bissextus --- the 29th day in February also called the double sixth day

· Leap day year --- annus bissextus

· Because the Romans counted inclusively, the leap year was happened every 3rd year 
· In 8BC emperor Augustus cancelled leap years, until 8AD to correct the extra days added
Years

· There was no number to signify the year, it was the names of the consuls in power
· Ex : 70BC – Cn. Pompeius Magnus et M. Licinius Crassus Dives

· Was effective for dating the years between 509BC and 554 AD 
· AUC – ab urbe condita

The Imperial Government 

· 4 tires: Emperor, City of Rome, provinces, municipalities 

· Augustus took the position of censor and named himself Pontifex Maximus (head of the church)

· Imperium proconsulare maius --- extended proconsul power has control over the legion of that province, basically the emperor had absolute power over all armies

· Imperium consulare – assuming powers of majesteries 

· Tribunicia potestas – tribunes power not to be assaulted

· Auctoritas – right to lead

· Instead of one cursus enormone, there were 2; one was for senatorial, and one esquestrial

· Senatorial; Military service but not always needed. Most of the positions were filled by the emperor appointing people. Consuls were still elected but only served 3-6 months 

· Esquestrian; farmers, ran mints, assistants to the office of the senatorial, military. The highest position: Praetorian prefect. Body guards to protect the emperor

· Provinces are split up into 2: imperial (could be run by equestrians), and senatorial

Roman Living 

· Insula – apartment building, is generally where the poor and the lower middle class lived 

· Insula Felicles --- described as a skyscraper

· Pro: a lot of people could live in a small space of land

· Cons: these were originally built out of mud brick, they tended to topple and fall over, they then were made of timber which was really dangerous during fires 

· The penthouse was the cheapest apartment you could buy

· On the bottom floor it was cooler in summer and warmer in the winter 

· The upper middle class and the rich, lived in a Domus (single family home)

· A large house will have shops outside the house
· Vestibulum is the area right behind the front door

· Fauces – the throat

· Atrium

· Homes had a hole right above the atrium called a compluvium to collect rain water into the Impluvium for water 

· Ala – living room areas 

· Cubiculum – bedrooms, most roman homes had 4 bedrooms

· Tablinum – where you went to conduct business, the man’s office 

· Triclinium – dining room

· Viridarium/ hortus – garden 

· Oecus – dining room, was large enough to hold large amount of people 

· Culina – kitchen which is connected to the servants mess 

· The shaded areas are insula, apartments

Gladiators and the Coliseum

· Started with the Etruscans, it was a funeral procession that had men fight to the death to honor the dead
· In 264BC people start arranging them for funerals in Rome but then also banquets 

· In 1st century BC the first ampitheatre is built as an arena for the Gladiators 

· In 404 AD Gladiator events cease completely, due to opposition from Christianity  

· Venatio 186BC – 523AD – a mock hunt, where they fight animals

· 80AD with coliseum finished , Emperor had 100 days of games and about 80 animals died a day 

· Emperor Trajan had 117 days of games and killed 95 animals per day

· Ludus; the arena where Gladiators trained, the biggest one was the ludus magna in Rome

· A Lanista trained them and typically was an ex-gladiator 

· The gladiators that he trained were called Familia 

· Gladiators were generally slaves but criminals were also gladiators, didn’t live past 10 fights
· Free men were also gladiators to obtain money, women and glory
· Most gladiator events ended with first blood, the first person who drew blood was the winner

· If a gladiator lost his sword, he would hold up his finger and say wait, but the ref could still give a signal for the winning gladiator to kill him
· If the person fought well, even in to the death matches, they could be spared

· Where the gladiators fought was called a Harena (arena) refers to the sand that soaks up the blood

· Collusium held 50,000 people, had many exits, it was structurally sound to withstand earthquakes 

· Aristocrats sat in the lower seats called the Cavea Ima
· Middle section was for people of upper middle class and middle class called Cavea media
· Lower class sat way up at the top, the Cavea summa
· Condemnation ad bestias --- person thrown into the arena and they let loose animals like jaguars 

· Tunica molestas --- the shirt was drenched in a flammable chemical and then he would be chased, the tunic would combust and kill the criminal

· Condemnatio ad gladium --- the criminal would be given a sword and would have to fight to the death,

· Gladium --- short sword

· Condemnatio ad ludum ---- if you survived as a gladiator for 3 years they would let you go

Roman Clothing 

· Toga --- worn by stately Romans, most recognizable

· Stola --- female clothing 

· It was the wife’s job to make the clothing at home 

· Only the rich could buy their clothes, they were made of wool and linen typically 

· Sometimes togas were made of silk from the trade routes in china

· Romans had a loin cloth to act as underwear, some were made of wool or even leather

· Calceus  --- sandals, they were open toed, made with leather 

· Tunica; A tunic, it was like a burlap sack, with a hole cut in the top and sides and tied with a belt 

· Tunic was for every day wear, the toga was for special occasions 

· People with their tunics up around their thighs, were not very wealthy. People with their tunics around their knees and strips on their tunics meant they were wealthy
· Senators had 2 thick purple strips (latus clavus) down their tunics 

· Equestrian, you would have strips but they would be thin (Angustus clavus)

· A toga was made of wool, very hot and heavy and expensive, it also needed to be put on by two people
· The essential shape of the toga was a semi circle --- roughly 18 feet long and 5-7 feet wide 

· Umbo --- draped piece in the front

· Sinus --- wallet pocket 

· Basic male toga is called the toga virilis --- worn by boys who come of age

· Toga pulla, mainly black --- used for when people are in mourning or if they were going to court as accused criminals
· Toga candida --- a white toga, typically worn by people running for office
· Toga praetexta ---- worn by women who came of age, it was a normal toga with a purple stripe along the top
· Emperor usually wore a toga picta which was dyed imperial purple 

· Womens stola, had nice colors and was embroidered, their tunics had more fitted longer sleeves and also some fasteners to make it more feminine 

· Women wore togas ---- but mainly only prostitutes 

· Fullonica --- ancient dry cleaner

· Your toga would be peed on and then a slave would step on them, your pee could be sold to them 
Gladiators and the Colosseum 

· Samnite --- the italic style of gladiator, typically had a short round helmet with a visor, on their right arm they might have a protector made of leather, a large curved infantry shield, shin gurad on their leading leg and a short sword

· The secutor --- he was lighter armed 

· The hoplomachus --- had a lot of armour

· Retiarius --- net man, typically did not have a helmet, he had a net to catch people and then he would stab them with his trident, he also had a knife, he had a shoulder guard and a leather arm protector

· Thracian --- Grecian style, standard loin cloth belt, helmet with a visor, a short sword that was curved, small round shield, and sometimes a leather arm protector 

· Murmillo --- heavily armoured gladiator, short sword and a shield, a shin guard and an arm protector (metal) and a huge helmet, this is the Gallic style --- helmet had fish on them  

The Circus Maximus

· Circus Maximus, the race track, it was 620 meters long, 120 meters wide, and sat 150,000 people and was located right by the imperial palace 

· At the beginning of the 2nd century it expanded to fit 250,000 people

· Carceres --- starting gates built in 329BC, it had 12 stalls 

· Spina --- was the median and there were various statues along 

· At the ends there were the metae --- turning points 

· Ima --- most important people sat here

· Media --- middle class

· Summa --- poor people

· Women were allowed to sit alongside the men
· The emperor had his own imperial sky box, built into the side of the imperial palace called the pulvinar

· Factiones

· Charioteers were usually slaves, horse and slaves were owned by business men

· 4 different faction: blues, greens, reds, whites

· Racers wore those colours and fans wore their colours

· Charioteers could be traded

· Max factions that could race at once was 3 racers at a time

· Biga


· Chariot drawn by 2 horses

· Quadriga 

· Chariot drawn by 4 horses

· Chariots

· Wicker baskets with wheels

· There was a seat and a protector from horses

· The rider wore some protection

· First to lap 7 times, won

· Racers start at age of 12-13 years old

· Scorpus

· Most famous racer

· Died at 26

· In his career, amassed 2000 victories

· C. Appuleius Dioclues

· Retired at 42, started at 18

· Shy of 1500/4000 races

· Became very rich, won 50 purses of gold/ hour

Roman Coinage 

· As; Basic monetary unit, originally cased in bronze but later out of copper
· Sestertius; Originally made out of silver then later out of brass, worth more than an as

· Denarius; Made of silver, and worth more than a sestertius 

· Aureus/Solidus; Made of gold, Solidus (meaning precious and pure gold)

· Obverse; a side profile of the emperor and a legend on the side to tell you who they are
· Reverse; back with a picture 

· Coins were propaganda vehicles

· The was a group of people under the questor that was in charge of ordering money 

· Emperors brought mintors with them during their campans, so that he could make coins to pay their army, also it was good for circulation 

· Emperor and the senate were the only ones that could commission coins 

Roman Thermae

· Baths of Caracalla; the entire complex is refered to as a therme, but only a small building was actually for the baths 

· There was other attractions at Caracalla; libraries, gymnasium, restaurants, gardens, stadiums etc.

· Bath of Caracalla is also called the Thermae Antoninianae

· Thermae Diocletiani or Baths of Diocletian 

· If it was a public bath, funded by the emperor, it was free admission

· If it was a private bath, on a villa etc, you might have to pay a fee 

· Roman baths were heated and they had constant water coming in 

· Stabian Bath is the oldest thermae in Italy 

· 3 types of baths; one which was cold (frigidarium), one that was warm (tepidarium) and then one that was boiling hot (Calidarium)

· The apodyterium; Changing room

· Palaestra; exercise yard, it was open air court yard and maybe had a race track

· Natatio; a pool

· First; the tepidarium to lounge about, then to the calidarium where the room was also heated, then you go into the cold bath to close off your pores
· Women had a separate enterance, their apodyterium and the frigidarium were in the same room

· Calidarium was built right on top of the furnace called the hypocaust 

· Strigil and a can filled with oil were used in the tepidarium to clean oneself, you would pour oil on yourself and use the strigil to scrap it off
· The visit to the thermae was a daily routine 

· The latrine, public bathroom, it was constantly flushing, there was no cubicles and was a place to socialize 

· It had a solid marble bench and key hole openings, 
· Underneath the bench there was a stream of water and as quickly as you did something it was carried away

· Rome didn’t have toilet paper, but they did have a communal sponge on a stick 

Roman Military 

· 17 was the youngest age at which you could join the military 

· C. Marius made a law so that people who couldn’t afford armour would have it provided to them by the state 

· The reason the roman army was so great was because they went through intense training

· If the roman army lost, the received severe punishment --- might have been killed

· For good service they might receive a piece of land

· Legio --- Legion --- main source of army, was made up of

· Eques -- calvary, people on horse

· They were the first strike in battle and had about 120 in the legion

· Pedes ---- infantry (people who were on foot)

· The bulk of the legion, 5000+ soldiers 

· Basic soldiers were the Century --- had about 80 men

· 6 Centuries would make up a Cohort

· 10 Cohorts made a legion 

· Each century had a leader called a Centurion 

· The legion would be looked over by an appointed general like a Legatus (senatorial appointed) or a military tribune

· Leader of the Army was called a Dux 

· Miles --- what the common soldier was referred to

· Non combatants that joined the battle called the Immunes (they were vets, doctors, craftsmen etc)

· Standard Bearers --- each division had their own

· Each century had a Signifer designating what century they are in 

· At the head of the legion there were two other standard bearers called Aquilifer (standard roman eagle) and then there was also the Imaginifer (the guy that carried the likeness of the emperor)

· The eagle is a statement of roman power and strength, 
· If the eagle is missing that means Rome is not all powerful anymore 

· Close to 6000 soldiers in a legion including the non combatants 

· Typically there were one or two legions in the imperial provinces and were under the control of the provincial governor 

· Basic soldier attire

· They would wear a woolen tunic over their undergarments

· They had a helmet, which were usually caps with cheek guards and a point on the top so that they could attach the feathers if on parade

· In the second century, had segmented plates layered on top of each other called Lorica Segmentata, they were very useful in hand to hand combat 

· Their sandals, Caligae

· Their weapons, a sword 
· Pilum, javelins, if they hit the person, great, but if they didn’t, the javelins would bend and make it so that the enemy couldn’t pull it out of their shield so they would eventually get rid of it 

· When the calvary were attacking they would have pikes to get the horses

· Roman full body shields, called the scutum

· Testudo --- tortus formation, where the soldiers make a turtle shell to cover themselves  

· The shield eliminated the need for heavy leg wear, and was also a good weapon 

· Gladius --- the sword --- typically held on the right side, 2 feet long and 2 inches wide and very sturdy, if you lost your gladius, you would also have a dagger on your left side

