Karl Marx and his theory of Alienation 

This paper will focus on the historical and socio-economic perspective of Karl Marx. To go in depth, the main focus of this paper will be around the concept of alienation. I will begin with the introduction of Karl Marx and the importance he has on sociological views in society. I will then introduce his concept of alienation in post-modern society and the social change from social dynamic and social organization alienation has brought. Moreover, the fundamentals of this paper will also focus on the historical structure of alienation as well as industrialism and individualism and the role they play with Karl Marx.  

In order to thoroughly examine the change Karl Marx has brought to socio-economic perspective as well as post-modern society it is vital to understand the importance of his role. Karl Marx was a philosopher who later branched out to politics and economics who believed in change in society. One of Marx’s contributions to sociology was the introduction of a theory that economic classes and economic conflict have a part in the way society operates. [footnoteRef:1] Marx’s sociology was the analysis of classes declared at the start of Communist Manifesto.[footnoteRef:2] Marx provided a theory of how classes are produced and began from materialist premises. He believed that humans had self defining qualities and were primary objectives in domestic change within society. My paper will cover Marx’s introduction within sociology as well as how he introduced the concept of alienation.  [1:  The discovery of Society, PaGE 26 ]  [2:  Page 30 ] 


Moreover, the fundamental structure of this paper is on the concept of alienation. To be more efficient in explaining the social change it has brought to post-modern and modern society, it is a theory Karl Marx introduced to go in depth of what lies behind the social activities humans perform in society. Marx believed that alienation was a form of forces impersonating domination in society and related it back to human beings and self defining qualities. The four concepts of alienation that my paper will focus on in depth include the alienation from the product of labour, alienation from the productive activity, alienation from the human species and from other human beings. [endnoteRef:1] These four subcategories will further my approach of expressing the importance this theory has on modern society today.   [1:  Page 121 from karl marx webber book ] 


The next branch of my paper will use the concept of alienation and merge it with industrialism and individualism to further evaluate the implications post-modern society had in the eyes of Karl Marx. This will help my paper approach historical as well as current context to indicate the evolution of change in society, but how the concept of alienation has stayed neutral throughout.  With those three main topics of social change in the eyes of Marx and alienation, my paper will conclude on any potential overlapping issues alienation has with modern society today. 

Introduction to Karl Marx 

In modern society today, a mass majority of our approach to social change is due to Karl Marx. Karl Marx played a very influential role in shaping the means of society today with his approach on social and economic change. To begin, the sociology of Marx was introduced by classes and class consciousness. The idea that classes are the main concept of his analysis on sociological perspectives, Marx’s desire was to create theories on how classes are produced. Marx started off the journey by identifying materialist premises[footnoteRef:3], reasoning that the source of his class divisons were based on the basics of behaviour due to economic positioning. The structure of his class division was based on countries. For ancient Greece and Rome the basic classes were focused on slavery. In the feudal society of Middle Ages, the class was nobility as they owned the land of peasants. In the bourgeois or modern society the class was capitalists, people who owned labour power. [footnoteRef:4]  The purpose for Marx to introduce these classes was to break a social structure to study the modern society.   [3:  pg 30]  [4:  page 30] 


	Marx also had a theory involving politics. Marx was a philosopher, an ideologist, a theorist someone that saw social change within society and wanted to understand the root cause of why people are the way they are. He believed that politics was the core structure to have control over the state, state being the economy.  Marx was driven by how the state has the power to not only private property but the power to even susbsidize socialism. Marx believed on an idea of social mobility, the concept that when it is a time for economic crisis the mobility would be downward and could only be resolved by socialism. Through his economics, he had five theories including: labour theory of value, profit as exploitation, law of the falling rate of profit, periodic crises and the final collapse of capitalism.  These theories will be discussed throughout the context of this paper but the overall purpose of the introduction is to examine how Marx believed economic mechanism would be the dynamic of class conflict. 
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