
1. Contrast and compare three theoretical perspectives of youth crime and deviance. In the answer, outline the basic assumptions, strengths and weaknesses of each theory. Discuss which theory in your opinion best explains the social problem of juvenile delinquency. Use examples from lectures and readings in your answer.


	
	BASIC ASSUMPTIONS
	STRENGTHS
	WEAKNESSES

	STRAIN THEORY
(Merton and Agnew)
	*don’t have the means to achieve goals so use illegitimate means
*pressure to do and act in certain ways causes strain which leads to deviance 
	*can predict future crime by observing those with the most strain
*looks to society’s influence and what can be done outside of the offender, what kind of environment they need to be in
	*those with legitimate means can still turn to crime 
*

	
DIFFERENTIAL ASSOCIATION-REINFORCMENT THEORY
(Burgess and Akers based on Sutherland)
	*behavior is learned through reward and punishment 
*rewarded for bad behaviour leads to deviant acts 
*excess of negative definitions lead to deviant behaviour
	*explains how behaviour is learned 
*provides ways to make change, need to introduce more punishment for bad behaviour and more reward for good behaviour, change the definitions 
	*does not account for those with positive definitions who are bad and those with negative definitions who are good
*

	

RATIONAL CHOICE THEORY 
	*offender rationally looks at all aspects of the crime
*weigh cost vs benefits and act when the benefit is greater than the cost
	*gives the option of deterrence to solve the problem 
*suitable target, motivated offender, and absence of capable guardian, if aware can stop crime from happening
	*does not account for those that commit risky crimes with greater costs than rewards
*



DIFFERENTIAL ASSOCIATION-REINFORCEMENT THEORY best explains the social problem of juvenile delinquency.  Youth are encouraged and rewarded by friends and family.  Positive reinforcement but cool things to do may be dangerous or illegal but friends encourage the behaviour because it is thought to be cool.  Popular kids are drinking and smoking so I want to as well.
Doesn’t matter the environment, the other two are quit specific to environment
2. Discuss the Juvenile Delinquents Act, Young Offenders Act, and Youth Criminal Justice Act. What makes each law unique in its approach to youth crime? What historical conditions influenced the design of each body of legislation? In your answer, use examples from lectures and readings.
	
	JDA
	YOA
	YCJA

	Historical conditions 
	Colonial – children viewed as possessions and subject to parental authority 
	Confederation to 20th Century- seen as individuals and need state protection and care
	Mid 20th Century – entitled and have rights of their own

	Direction 
	Welfare based
	Welfare and crime control (moved to crime control)
	Crime control
(with bits of welfare in regards to rehabilitation but want to be tough on rime)

	Additions(new)
	*incarceration till reformed
*parents held responsible for child’s offence 
*could remove child from their family if their “best interest”
	*rights and freedoms guaranteed by the Charter and Cdn Bill of rights
*criminal behaviour motivated by free will and to punish to deter 
*privacy
	*more on rehabilitation and reintegration 
*privacy removed if given an adult sentence 
*bifurcared system 

	Removed(altered)
	
	*children were to be given more rights and treated similarly to adults
*no longer a juvenile delinquent now young offender
	*alternative measures became extrajudicial measures 
*accountability – fair and proportional 
*minimal interference implied 

	Negatives/Opposition
	*not punitive
*not concerned about rights 
	*Criminal Code for children
*conflicting principles 
*14 recommendations for change, 3 revisions, not working 
*who is going to pay 
*too lenient, slap on the wrist
	*Conservative party 
*preamble causes confusion and different interpretation 
*tried to pass Sebastien’s Law which would b more focused on societal protection and getting tough on violent crime but never passed 
*who’s paying for more jail and more programs

	Philosophy
	*parens patriae (parent of the country), act in the best interest of the child, child savers
*probation: probation officer would conduct investigations to help the court and better represent the child 
*children under a certain age don’t know right from wrong
	*youth are in a state of delinquency and need guidance
*not accountable in the same way as adults, more dependent 
*divert youth from crime and try and keep them out of the system
	*keep youth out of the system
*harsh punishment for serious crime 

	Principles
	
	*accountability
*alternative measures
*special needs
*protection of society
*due process rights
*minimal interference with freedom
*parental responsibility
	*timely intervention
*special needs 
*reintegration
*meaningful consequences
*family and community involvement in rehabilitation and reintegration
*victim rights 




3. You are a criminologist who has been asked to give a public lecture on youth crime. Discuss the ways youth are marginalized and stigmatized by society. Why has the status of young people historically been so negative? How can justice models such as “moral panics” and the “cycle of juvenile justice” help understand the view of youth in contemporary society?

Historically 
*good old days – wasn’t actually so good, always problems just remember a better time
*media – media constantly reports more on youth crime than adult crime, even though there is more adult crime

Moral panics
*self-fulfilling prophecy – label as a deviant so become what is expected
*treated as a deviant, people come to expect the worse and so you start to accept it and become what people perceive 
*media – appears that youth are out of control, sensationalizes, and creates a panic that doesn’t really need to exist, extreme cases
*use youth as a scapegoat – this problem because if the youth crime
*youth are so bad and evil
*Chambliss study – roughnecks and saints – seen as bad expected bad behaviour, didn’t assume the saints who had good connections, respectable families and dressed nicely to do bad things, ultimately did better

*youth aren’t given as much respect and don’t have as much control 
*data collected may not be accurate then falsely aiding
*expect the worst so approach situations differently
*look for problem will find it
*delinquency different for everyone, depends on how defined 

Juvenile justice
[bookmark: _GoBack]*how crimes are treated based on different factors
