


Class discussion: May 9th 


Directions: Answer 2 of the 3 questions. Answers should be roughly 1-2 paragraphs in length.

Does the theme in the movie and your interpretation of the movie lend support to dualism, idealism, or materialism? Explain.
It seems like Idealism is deeply explored and looked at in the fil Inception. The reason I believe so is that most of the movie actions takes place in dream sequences. Idealism as we know is the belief that nothing is real and that everything we experience is in the mind. 
I also noticed a little bit of materialism, as it is the belief that physical things are real, and reality can be explained with by some sort of physical means. In this case, the totem was spinning, and the point of that was if it tipped it over, then you are in reality and not dreaming. The movie also goes against Descartes as he said that you do not know when you are dreaming and can’t tell the difference between reality and a dream, but in the movie they can with this totem, as it tells us when we are in real world and when we are in the dream realm. 


Do you think that Cobb successfully returns to reality at the end of the movie? Why/why not?
The last scene in the movie the totem was spinning, but we did not see that it tipped over (meaning that he was in reality). It is unknown in my opinion whether he was actually in reality or still dreaming at the end of the movie. 
Because the scene was cut off with that thing spinning and not tipping over, I am assuming that he can potentially be dreaming still, which means what he was doing and seeing was still not real. This goes hand in hand with idealism. 
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