Tuesday, May 2nd, 2017 
PHIL 2501 Week 1(1) Lecture 
Topic: Intro, Consciousness, Dualism & Materialism 

Opening Brainstorm Questions
Is consciousness something extra? (can we do without)
· AI doesn’t have consciousness so do we need it?
· Do you need consciousness to explain emotion and pain? 
What is consciousness?
· Being aware of your own existence
· To reflect on yourself 
What is the difference between conscious and unconscious knowledge 
· Knowing how you know certain things, or where you learned them 
· Reflexes 
Intro Lecture
How to Succeed
· Strong arguments
· T/F, MC will be more focused on readings
What Are We Looking At?
· Consciousness: subjective experience, mind and body interaction
· The nature of the “self”, and free will
· Animal minds
· Artificial AI 
What Gives Rise to you Experiences
· Primary Qualities: the objective qualities about an objet that remains the same, mind independent (objective)
· Secondary Qualities: the characteristics of objects that elicits experiences in the observer, mind dependent (subjective)
Is the Mind the Brain?
· Substance Dualism: the mind and the brain are two different things
· Materialism: only the body exists
· Idealism: it is just the mind (everything is an extension of the mind)
· Plato believed that there is mind and body, and they are completely separate
· This comes from the fact that he believed in the soul 
· When your body dies, your soul moves on, and carries things with it such as knowledge (causing knowledge to be innate)
Skepticism 
· Descartes and the candle
· Gets over it with “I think therefore I am”
· Mind is something indivisible, and matter is divisible
Cartesian Dualism
· Descartes’ concept of mind (keep in mind he was religious)
· He believed that the world is divided into physical and nonphysical
· This confronts the mind-body problem: if the mind and body are two separate entities, how do they interact? 
· Mind: mental, non-divisible, non-extended
· Body: physical, divisible, extended 
What is a Mind?
· A mind is a soul
· A mind is a brain
· A mind is a part of the body (an emergent property)
· Some may say that a “mind” is an illusion 
Where do Experiences Happen?
· Mind, body, or both?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Descartes’ view: mental states are non-spatial (they don’t need to have a location), therefore experiences don’t need an exact location 
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