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Review
1. Sangha
2. Abhidhamma 
Liter. Higher teachings
Developed after Buddha’s death. 
3. Jataka and Avadana
Rebirth, devotion action?
4. Emperor Asoka
5. The Stupa-cult

The rise of the Mahayana

- Undear about its origin (where/when/how)

    perhaps arose sometime between 150BCE and 100 CE
in the south-east and north-west

-Drawing on both Mahasamghika and Sarvasticadin traditions


three early schools

Three main components:
1. The Bodhisattva path
2. The concept of the Buddha as a glorified, transcendental being
3. The doctrine of emptiness

The development of Mahayana Buddhist
Literature written in (Buddhist Hybrid) Sanskrit
- the second “turning of the Dhama-wheel”
- Deeper level of teaching
- veneration of sutras
- Budhisattva (wiser than Arahat)
- Many buddhas & celestial bodhisattvas

The nature of Mahayana
· Originally called the Bodhisattva-yana (vehicle of the Bodhisattva)
· Stress its superiority -> maha-yana (great vehicle)
· Compassionate motivation for salvation of all sentient beings, profundity of the wisdom
· Skill in means (upaya-kausalya): upaya=means, Kausalya=skill
· Critique of Arahat

· Coexistence of Mahayana and Sravakayana

· Prominent role of lay practitioners
- the Vimalakirti-nirdesa sutra




New content

Mahayana Buddhism:
Scriptures and philosophies

· Sutras and Sastras
· Developed two main philosophical schools:
1. The Madhyamika and 
2. The Yogacara
 
Madhyamika school
· Also known as Sunyata-vada, the “emptiness teaching”
· Based on the prajna-paramita (perfection of Wisdom) sutras
-prajna (wisdom) paramita (perfection)
-among the earliest texts in Mahyana literature
-composed over a millennium in India; under went several stages of development
-the oldest one is known as the perfection of wisdom in 8000 lines/verses
-expanded into three different larger versions (mainly by repetitions):
1. the perfection of widso in 100000 lines
2.
3.
  
The Madhaymika School
· founded by Magarjuna a south Indian monk/philosopher
· Mula-madhayamaka-karika: (fundamental verses of the middle way)
    -the true Middle way of the Buddha
    -“empty” of inherent/ independent existence and inherent nature
· Re-emphasis on the Buddha’s rejection of speculative views
      -against Abhidharma analytical thinking, “letting go”
· Empetiness of al dharmas; ”everthing is non-self”
       -critique of Sarvastivadin view of dharmas (each with an inherent “own-nature”)
· the prajna-paramita teaching: a Dharma arises depending on other dharmas
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