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Transition to Reason

From Myth to Science

· philosophy: means the love of wisdom or knowledge

· first philosopher Thalese (stress the a)

· different way of asking why

· fate (moira) or the gods were the answers- we wanted more; monumental shift in thinking

“The Rational Animal”

Aristotle:

· Trust in the possibility that agreement, mutual understanding can be achieved.

· Reason (logos) is the feature that sets humans apart from other animals.

· Being rational, thus, accomplishes our humanity.

· True knowledge can only be adjudicated through reason.

· Vs. Emotion, passion, inspiration of poetry (Homer).

Why Greece? Agriculture, great location…

Physical Conditions (Geography) forced a Change in Ideas

• Material + Mental = History

• Examination or study of history implies a base of knowledge (science, Nor =    vitsenskap; å vitne, to know).

 - Conditions for Knowledge?

· Sensation- perceptual input, observation

· Reason- coherence, systematic, necessary

Aletheia 

Knowledge demands truth

Truth becomes central to the claim of knowledge

· philosophy

· Gk. Philosophia “love of knowledge, wisdom” from philo- “loving” + Sophia

Method=Argument

Premise- Acceptable, given claim

Premise- Reasonable, undisputed point

Conclusion- thesis, contentious claim

Premise- Evidence, data, observation

Premise- Logical necessity, reason

Conclusion- Controversial assertion

Inference

· 1520’s, from L. inferred “bring into, cause.”

· Causation as the basis of science.

· Cause is determines through trial and error, testing (“proving”) and/or through reasonable logical connexions

· To infer is cause

· Thus conclusion is inferred (theoretically caused) by the SUPPORT leading to the claim

· An inference is the verb of the argument.

· The move from premise(s) to conclusion

Recognizing Arguments

· “To give an argument is to make a claim and to offer other claims as reasons for its acceptance. Thus, an argument is a set of claims, one of which is meant to be supported by others” p. 3

· “A conclusion is a claim meant to be supported by reasons offered in an argument” p. 4

· “A premise is a claim put forth as a reason for a conclusion” p. 4

· ARGUMENT= CONCLUSION + PREMISE (S)

Recognizing Arguments 1

Indicator words

· Premise

Given, because, since, to the fact that, seeing as, the reason is that

· Conclusion

Therefore, consequently, hence, thus, so, ergo, this suggests, 

Recognizing Arguments 2

Context

· Is something being argued?

· Is something in dispute being supported?

· Does the audience reasonably consider the message to be contentious?

· Example-

· Supporting protection of seals at a seal advocacy group is not an argument but would be at a meeting of seal hunters.

Recognizing Arguments 3

Moral Claims

· Moral claims are judgments and thus do not exist properly speaking

· Cf. David Hume’s Is/Ought distinction

· What is can be demonstrated, shown proven

· What ought to be can only convincingly shown to be so. But can never necessarily be shown to be the case.

· ALL MORAL/ETHICAL CLAIMS CAN NEVER BE FACT- MUST BE ARGUED.

Recognizing Arguments 3

The Future

· The future, by definition, has not yet happened and so can never be proven

· All predictions/prognostications must be argued to be taken seriously

· The future is an argument

Enthymeme

· Missing claim (premise or conclusions)

· Also called UNSTATED or IMPLICIT claims within an argument

Complex Arguments

· Make more than one debatable claim (conclusion)

· Necessarily means more than one inference.

· Examples- elaborate theories

· Social Darwinism (sociology)

· Demographic shifts

· Economics

