Introduction to Politics and Globalization

Globalization

Definitions:

· Globalization 
· A broadening/speeding up of world-wide interconnectedness in all aspects of life, such that the world is being moulded by economic/technological forces into a shared economic/political arena  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]I.e. Increased global integration, interdependence, connectivity in multidimensional aspects of life, such as culture, politics, economics, the environment, security 
· Fragmentation
· Adherence to a specific region/culture/identity + rejection of outside influence/global interactions  

Characteristics:

· A complex world of many actors/issues
· Actors = corporations, individuals, criminal organizations, nations, NGOs, states
· Issues = arms control, cooperation, culture, democracy, diplomacy, environment, finance, human rights, international law, migration, terrorism, trade, war 
· Multiple, interconnected aspects  
· Politics, ideology, culture (international law/organizations, democratization, human rights, religion, migration)
· Security issues (war, arms control, terrorism, organized crime)
· Economy (trade, finance, development, employment)
· Environment (pollution, global warming, water/farmland scarcity, ozone depletion)
· Creates opportunities for conflict/fragmentation, dialogue/cooperation
· Result of the behaviour/decisions of large groups of people, but also affects people’s thinking/decisions
· Both positive + negative effects 

Early Forms of Globalization:

· Globalization is not a new phenomenon, only more intensified/sped up from advancing technology

· Trade routes 
· Economic integration  E.g. Silk Road
· Military alliances
· Empires, imperialism, colonies 
· Integrated different regions into the world economy 
· Changed world political dynamics
· Caused conflict (but also cooperation)  E.g. WW1, League of Nations 

The State

· Often called “nation-state”
· Country, state, nation-state – Moral persons (as opposed to natural persons)  
· E.g. Canada
· Nation, a people – Population that inhabits a country/state/nation-state
· E.g. Canadians 
· Government – Institutions that rule a country/state/nation-state, its territory, its population 

Characteristics of the State:

· An idealized view of the state (oversimplification)

1. Government (political institutions)
2. Defined territory
3. Permanent population
4. Monopoly of legitimate use of force internally (e.g. police)/externally (e.g. military)
5. Recognition by other states

State-Centrism:

· Theory that emphasizes the role of the state in international affairs 

· Origins – The Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648)
· Result of the Protestant Reformation
· 3-Way conflict between Protestant states, Catholic states, Holy See (Vatican)
· Protestant states + Catholic states = War
· Protestant states + Holy See = War
· Catholic states + Holy See = Dispute 
· Peace of Westphalia (1648) – Treaty
· End of the War
· Holy See /Catholic states recognized Protestant states
· Catholic states recognized Holy See’s SPIRITUAL power but received POLITICAL independence 
· New idea:  Sovereignty 
· Sovereign – Supreme authority over a territory and the people within it  
· Entity that embodies the state + holds authority with legitimacy
· Possesses full jurisdiction over its affairs, existence, territory 
· Interference in other states’ governance = illegitimate, act of war
· Rulers chose official religion + made other domestic decisions independently of the Holy See = self-governing 
· SIGNIFICANCE – legitimized the state as the ultimate sovereign authority over people + geographic territory 
· Bad approach to globalization
· Assumes that the state is the only important actor 
· Focuses on “high politics” (diplomacy + military issues) 
· Only about conflict/cooperation 
· However, war IS often a catalyst for globalization

State Sovereignty and the International System:

· Ideal Conditions of the State 
· Ability to manage its internal affairs
· Ability to represent itself independently on the world stage 
· Non-interference by other states (i.e. refraining from intervening in another state’s domestic affairs)  
· Oversimplification:  Nation-states = the basic political/legal actors 



Itsoduction o Palticsand labslizstion
v,

e i e e

S e, melpecs: sy n
.m_.u\,f“;_, R R e
it et i s

M ;_;r":.';mm:..h. o
s e
L e el sy, e dgicn)
e o . ot s s
FREE AR

Ey Formsof Gbsenin

ittt s, e il g .

BT B ——

H ?...'.‘rﬁb"ﬂ,k e s o o st e




