Sociological Theory Exam Review Notes

Early Women Sociologists

Harriet Martineau (1802-1876)
· the mother of sociology
· Why? She translated and edited Comte's positive philosophy
· Political economy: she wrote about the general need for public education. She called this science political economy
· The personal is political! - what we experience as our own troubles is also connected to wider social structure of society
2. 1853-She published an English edited translation of Comte's positive philosophy
1. Society
. is patterns of social interactions and relationships
. Is influenced by general social laws
2. Example of a social law- Comte's law of three stages, social change is evolutionary
2. Subject matter of social life
· Her sociology was women centred, but went far beyond sociology of gender
. First introduction of feminist standpoint theory (Patricia Hill Collins) 
. Sociology is women centered
· According to Ritzer (2015), she was eventually defeated by the very issue she identified as important; gender
· Although she maintained a public reputation as a social scientist and political activist, the patriarchal currents of social life during her time period would wash away her achievements without a trace
 
Charlotte Perkin Gilman (1860-1935)
· Gilaman's work approximates in tone and intention the wok of the foundation of classical social theorists 
· Out of all the early women's work, hers is the most gender neutral, making them most like her male counterparts
· Her work is more "objective" and impersonal (similar to her male counterparts)
· Sexeo-economics- this argument parallels Marx's exploration of history as class conflict. She argues that the economy is the most basic institution (main argument) 
· Class trumps gender
· When people lack access to basic meaningful work this barrier to self-actualization leads to class conflict, war, poverty and greed 
· How does class position impact gender stratification?
· According to the American sociological association, she has systematically been written out of its own theoretical historical past. She was a member of the American sociological association from 1895-1935 (central idea)
· Her ideas are comparable to what we understand to be classical sociological theory; comparison with other species (Spencer, Park), an assumption of human development and progress (Comte, Marx, Weber) and conditioning social facts (Marx, Durkheim) and interactions (Weber)
· Yet there is little trace of her work!
· Disappearance=anti-feminine bias (not as good as the work of males)
 
Jane Addams (1860-1935)
· Chicago school of sociology (symbolic interactionism)
· At the same time, a group of women Ritzer calls the women of Chicago where creating social theory
· Jane Addams- it is difficult to overestimate the work of Jane Addams in promoting the philosophy of the Symbolic interactionism and pragmatic sociology
· Addams- her main objective was to promote purposeful sociology; sociology that is meant to transform society for the better
· Pragmatic sociology- sociology that helped to advocate for the women's suffrage movement, improved factory conditions, child labor laws (main goals)
· Not objective, we want to look at society from a subjective view
· Her goal was to socialize democracy- to create a more equal and inclusive society
· Main concept-bifurcated consciousness
· Definition- the awareness of a division between formal textual description and ones own lived experience
· She thought that too many sociologists distanced themselves from the immediacy of everyday life and hid in textbooks and publications (political sociology)
· She overtly attempted to establish a rapport between herself as a researcher and her subjects. She attempted to understand how subject interpreted their own lives
· Sociologists- must promote positive social change (verstehen)
· Connecting race and class
· African American women working at the same time as Jane Addams. Both were making similar claims to Jane Addams, but neither even identified a sociologist
· They foreshadowed later black feminist work
· Anna Julia Cooper (1856-1964)
· Ida Wells- Barnett (1863-1931)
· Both argued that power is at the heart of society and the interconnection between race, class, and gender
· Intersectionality between class, race, gender and sex; all connected to capitalism
· Double jeopardy
 
What is the importance or relevance of early women sociologists to sociology today? What is the 'add and stir' approach? Does the coverage of early women sociologists in this class correspond with that principle? What is wrong with this method of teaching?
· We have our basic conceptions of early sociology. We are adding in early women’s sociologists 
· Add and stir approach is not a good thing 
· In order to answer this question, I would like you to think about the following things:
· Why did we study early women sociologists? Why do you think the early women sociologists have been written out of sociology? 
· If we know about and understand their contributions to sociological theory, then why do they continue to receive so little attention? Think about this- how many of you had even heard of these early women sociologists before you read the chapter?
· Do you think that women sociologists of today's generation will be written off once history is re-written and recorded?
· In addition, if they are so relevant, then why do they get clumped together and only given one week of study in a theory class?

Inequality

· Nearly three-quarters of the world’s adults own under $10,000 in wealth. This 71 percent of the world holds only 3 percent of global wealth. The world’s wealthiest individuals, those owning over $100,000 in assets, total only 8.1 percent of the global population but own 84.6 percent of global wealth.
· The richest are accumulating wealth at such an astonishing rate that the world could see its first trillionaire in just 25 years. So, you would need to spend $1 million every day for 2738 years to spend $1 trillion.
· Extreme inequality acress the globe is having a tremendous impact on women’s lives. Employed women, who face high levels of discrimination in the work place, and take on a disproportionate amount of unpaid care work often find themselves at the bottom of the pile. On current trends, it will take 170 years for women to be paid the same as men 
· Corporate tax dodging costs poor countries at least $100 billion every year. This is enough money to provide an education for the 124 million children who aren’t in school and prevent the deaths of at least six million children thanks to health care services
· 13 billion $ - the number unicef needs to supply everyone with drinking water and food per year. Which is 1% of the world's military fund
· Corporate tax dodging costs poor countries at least $100 billion every year. This is enough money to provide an education for the 124 million children who aren’t in school and prevent the deaths of at least six million children thanks to health care services.
· Seven out of 10 people live in a country that has seen a rise in inequality in the last 30 years. (important)
· World inequality is getting worse
· Canadian Context
· The rich are getting richer and the poor are getting poorer in Canada, a new analysis of Statistics Canada data by an Ottawa-based think tank shows.
· The disappearing middle class= bigger gap between really rich and really poor
· The top 10 per cent of Canadians have seen their median net worth grow by 42 per cent since 2005 to $2.1 million in 2012, the study found.
· Meanwhile, the bottom 10% of Canadians saw their median net worth shrink by 150 per cent. In 2012, their debts outweighed their assets by $5100. that was worse than in 2005, when they owed $2000, more than they owned 
· What do we know for sure?
· Global inequality is on the rise
· More people live in conditions of poverty today than they did thirty years ago
· The gap between rich and poor is widening
· The gap between rich and poor is growing in Canada
· How do structural functionalists explain inequality? 
· In 10 minutes, 300 children will die because of lack of access to healthcare

Structural Functionalism

Contemporary Sociological Theory
· Parsons and structural functionalism occupy an intermediate position between classical and contemporary sociological theory
· Who is Parsons?
· Harvard Professor of economics, and then sociology
· Founded the department of social relations combining sociology, anthropology, and psychology
· Key works:
· The structure of social action
· The social system
· Social structure and personality
· The system of modern societies
· The structure and change of the social system
 
Structural Functionalism
· Structural functionalists emphasize the following concepts in their understanding of society: function, interdependence, consensus, equilibrium, and evolutionary change
· We have no agency 
· Everything in society has a function: like crime 
· Concepts that define Structural Functionalism 
· Macro approach- 
· Function
· Structure- organic overall interconnection of all the institutions 
· Inter-dependence and equilibrium 
· Consensus 
· The origins and influence of structural functionalism 
· Structural functional model comes from a variety of authors. Usually it is associated with Talcott Parsons, although the single most famous article is a short summary article on social stratification by Kingsley Davis and Wilbert Moore. Robert Merton is another well known sociologist who provided some important structural functional theoretical statements
· Location-united states
· Importance
· Outside of sociology- economic base of sociology
· Economic model-of sociology
· Mode of description- describing what's happening, not necessarily telling us why this is happening
· Structural functionalism-systems theory
· Systems have a property of order and interdependent parts
· Systems tend towards self-maintaining order or equilibrium
· The system may be static or involved in an ordered process of change
· The nature of one part of the system has an impact on the form that other parts take
· Systems maintain boundaries within their environment 
 
Principles of Stratification; Davis and Moore
1. What is stratification?
1. Why is stratification necessary in society?
1. Functional necessity of stratification
 
Questions to Consider
· Is this true? Do people who are the most qualified and 'smartest' always get the most important jobs?
· Is there equal access to education?
· Sure, we have "free" education, but is everyone equally free to participate?
· Let's take two families (not even going to play the race card)
· Lydia Dyck was born to a Mexican Mennonite family in a rural community outside of Aylmer. Her family has very little money and six children. Lydia is a very bright girl with a really high IQ. She is growing up to be quiet, responsible, mature, creative and imaginative.
· Debbie Smith on the other hand, is born the same day (at approximately the same time) to a dual income upper class family that resides in Byron. Her mother is a dentist and her father a doctor. She is not particularly bright, in fact, she is spoiled and has not been allowed to think creatively or allow her imagination to flourish 
· Who is more likely to receive a better education?
· Who is more likely to play competitive sports?
· Who is more likely to attend a prominent university?
· Who is more likely to attend a prominent university?
· Who is more likely to fit in with the "in crowd"?
· Who is more likely to be a doctor?
· Who is more likely to become a secretary or a school nurse?
· Now- that does not mean that it is impossible for Lydia to become a brain surgeon. Yet, in sociology we look to patterns of generally not individual examples
· There are people who defy the odds
· It is possible for people who are at a disadvantage to succeed, but some people have the deck stacked against them despite their natural, innate, or biological talents or abilities
· Problem: do we need inequality? Are structural functionalists correct; does inequality serve a function in our society?
· If not- then who in this class would volunteer to flip burgers for a living
· The overall problem is not the different nature of various jobs, but the ranking of those differences
· The most important jobs do not require more incentive. And the most qualified people are not necessarily filling them 
 
Critique of Structural Functionalism
· SF attempts to explain social change as teleological- they all seek to analyze social structures and practices by reference to the ends or purposes those structural practices 
· Example: they argue that specific social institutions (marriage and religion). Exists because they contribute to the overall survival of a social system
· They believe that any institutions that do not function towards this end will disappear
· Such reasoning is easily criticized because it is tautological (circular). The statement that the institution of marriage exists and will only exist so long as it serves a social need, begs the entire question of cause and effect
· Social change is evolutionary- they tend to ignore causes of change. No change is understood to result from the purposeful action of individuals. Instead, change is understood to be the result of some grand "force" that lies beyond the realm of human agency
· If more people are in poverty today, than how have we progressed as a society 
· Example: Instead of analyzing “Why” economic growth has not occurred in “underdeveloped” countries- they conclude that economic growth will occur in due course when the universal law of evolution gradually moves those states to the next higher stage.  
· THUS, development does not take place, it only takes TIME.

What is the problem with this type of explanation?

Critical Theory

What is critical theory?
1. Perspective- contemporary theoretical perspective that stems from classical sociological theory of Marx
0. Conflict is the basis for society 
0. Two classes, rich and poor. This is who is always in conflict 
0. Attempt to expand on Marx's theory
1. Critical
1. You can be critical but still agree with the argument
1. Critical of Durkheim's conservativism
1. Explain how it benefits people in power (how is it political) 
1. Connect Marx & Weber 
1. Connect to agency & structure
3. Look at how we are controlled by hidden messages
3. Manipulation of people ideology
1. Connect objective & subjective
4. Durkheim (objective), Weber (subjective)
4. They want to bring together opposing ideas  
 
Critical Theorists
Frankfurt
· Critical theory founded in Germany around 1923
· Began with Marx's classical theory
· Hegel is the dialectical materialist 
· Earliest version of neo Marxist theory
· Challenged by the rise of Nazism in Germany and seeks to explain why 
· Media technology itself is problematic since it badly misrepresents the social world
· Symphony music versus records
· Masses accept poor quality simulations
· Media disrupt daily routines central to civilized social action- going to movies replaces opera
· Nazis use media to replace civilized high culture with pseudo-folk culture
· Members
· Horkheimer (1895-1973)
· Adorno (1903-1969
· Marcuse (1898-1979)
· Fromm (1900-1980)
Objective & Subjective
· People’s ideas are a product of the society where they live
· Intellectuals should not try to be objective and separate fact from value judgement in their work
· Rather than putting our biases aside- as many other social theorists suggest- critical theorists argue that we need to be critical- we need to question things in society so that we can help to bring about a positive social change
· Is this bias?
· ideas=subjective, product of social world
· Because ideas are socially formed, it is impossible to be totally objective
· Analysis= the analysis of our ideas has to be objective- separate the ideas of fact and value. But there is objective to our analysis in that it must be critical
· Are they bias?? 
· If you're positivistic…
· They have bias 
· Critical bias= end goal is equality
· Critical theorists do not think that their work is objective
· They think that their own work is subject to influence and is not uniquely objective
· But they also believe that there are such things as truth and knowledge and that their normative approach brings them closer to objective science than mainstream ‘positivistic’ science
· Critical towards dialectical maxim 
· Materialist (MARX) VS Idealist (WEBER) 
· They considered themselves to be materialists because they emphasized the importance of economic organization
· However—their studies are mostly concerned with aspects of the personality and behaviour in terms of the interactions between the socioeconomic substructure and the basic psychic drives. Their analysis is highly normative and evaluates the way that economic system distort personalities 
· Materialism- class structure, capitalism controls the individual
· Idealism- ideas, the protestant ethic, ideas in society shape capitalism
· Idealist=Freud (psychic desires)
· Our psychic desires impact the economic structure
· Anal repressiveness/orderliness - compulsiveness 
· Culture
· i.e. Horkheimer - critical lens of mass culture (example- mcdonald's) 
· importance of economics
· culture and ideology are reflections of the economic and class structure
· popular culture is a form of manipulation that serves the overall economic structure. What is an example?
· Functionalism theory of stratification (class structure)- differentiation is essential for a cohesive society
· Conflict theory of stratification (class structure)- different groups struggle over resources and compete for social advantage

Eric Fromm
· out of all the critical theorists, Eric Fromm shows the greatest interest in psychoanalysis. Specifically, he was interested in the way that libidinal structure was formed and passed on in the family- and how it could act as a social cement. He argued that the capitalist spirit was linked to anal repression and orderliness
· the point that he is making is that we cannot understand ‘capitalism’ on its own or simply in terms of a social structural constraint. Instead, we need to understand that in order for capitalism to be a successful social system- it must be connected to, and reinforced by physic drives (such as anal repressiveness and orderliness).
 
C.W. Mills
· Sociological imagination- book, perspective, ideology
· Personal troubles
· Public issues
· History and biography 
· Bridges agency and structure because individually you can make the choice to commit suicide, but structurally the legacy of residential school systems, etc. are government, structural decisions, that has effected aboriginals in general
· Bridges subjective personal experiences with objective social problems 
· Bridges theory of alienation and bureaucracy- power stems from bureaucracy
· People in bureaucratic positions use power to alienate others 
· Argues that those who have power- often use it in hidden ways. Thus, they have moved from authority to manipulation. For bureaucracy- the world is to be manipulated
· White collar=molded by mass culture
· Power used in hidden or manipulative ways 
· Reinforce/legitimate perpetuate power (ideology)
· Mass culture
· Alienates
· Sells "freedom and authenticity" - we think as women that if we objectify ourselves, then we are free
· But it’s neither 
· There is the power elite: 
· Mills argues that the growth of large structures has been accompanied by a centralization of power and then men who head government corporations, armed forces, and the unions are closely linked. He calls these people the power elite
· Corporate elite
· War lords-people who have military power
· Corporate /CEO
· Political leaders/dictators- those in government or parliament
· Combined, they are the power elite – who rule the world in ‘hidden’ or manipulative ways. 
· Power comes from things other than private property
· Power is based on one's position to construct to control knowledge/ideology 
 
Bourdieu 
· Who is he?
· Culture and sociology
· Combines agency and structure
· Refutation of Marx (against)
· French sociologist, social reproduction
· Brings culture to centre stage
· Criticism of culture and education is central to his theory
· Which must do with the construction and control of knowledge 
· Argues against MARX, class is not the most important factor in society
· The most important is culture and education
· Uses the concept 'field" (it's like class- MAIN CONCEPT)
· A field is a social system where people maneuver
· A field is a system of social positions, structured internally by power relations
· Fields of conflict:
· Instead of analyzing society in terms of classes, Boudieu uses the concept of a field
· Field: a social system in which people maneuver
· It is a social arena in which, just as in a game, people maneuver, develop strategies, and struggle over desirable resources. He talks of the educational field, the religious field and the field of power
· 3 types of capital
· Economic- like Marx, it is economic resources, you can be wealthy or have access/control over economic resources. It’s like power (command over economic resources)
· Social-networks- command over relationships, networks of influence that people can tap into by virtue of their social positions IE grad of Harvard- high emotional intelligence, ability to manipulate, you can construct and control knowledge in social situations (like a charismatic leader) 
· Cultural- one he talks about most; the culture you come from impacts your social class 
· he argues that parents provide children with cultural capital. He thinks that cultural capital has been translated into difference in averages in educational terms. Those that come from privileged homes have the attitudes and the knowledge that make the educational system a comfortable place where they can succeed easily 
· People who come from high class, and cultural capital, are more successful, so education legitimates the structure of inequality 
· In education, class reproduces itself (education reproduces capital)
· The educational system has a way of ensuring the perpetuation of privilege by the mere operation of its own internal logic 
· Action and agency- are in a dialectical relationship with HABITUS!!
· Practice= the outcome of this dialectical relationship between structure and agency. Not exactly free will, but a meditation between habitus and the social world 
· Reproduction and HABITUS
· Habitus: is the mental and cognitive structure through which individuals deal with the social world. Habitus depends on class position
· It is an interpretive schema that provices individuals with information about how the world around them ‘works’ 
· It is a product of one’s individual social conditions and larger social structural constraint
· Class reproduces itself within the education system….
· Habitus depends on class
· Each class creates its own habitus
· Therefore, culture reproduces class domination
· Individuals- are not totally free agents, but they are not passive products of the social system
· We cannot separate the study of individuals and social structure 
· Each class has its own ideological standpoint
· For that reason, class reproduces itself
· Provides an interpretive guideline for social action
· Allows us to make sense of our social world
· Class reproduction:
· Class domination- is accomplished when the knowledges, lifestyles and social mannerisms of the dominant class become socially legitimate or dominant
· Class Domination
· Legitimization of cultural capital= class reproduction
· We are not critical of education in a reproduction of class
· People in positions of power within educational realm, use their power to commit violence on their students 
· Education has a hidden agenda
· What do we learn in school?
· Social structure
· Complicit
· Submissive
· Conform
· Obedience
· Social stratification 
· Authority
· Power
· Deference
· Gender socialization (boys and girls are different and not the same)
· Competition
· Class structure 
· Comparison
· Ranking 
· DIFFERENCE IS NOT THE PROBLEM, ITS RANKING OF THE DIFFERENCES THAT IS THE PROBLEM
· IS HE RIGHT?
· Does university perpetuate class inequality???
· If this is true, then don’t we have to assume that it operates both ways? Don’t underprivileged classes also perpetuate themselves?
· 
· BUT- ideology hides this fact. Instead of seeing music, art, or clothing as reflecting and maintaining class inequalities- people see ‘culture’ as a sphere of individual autonomy
· Culture- through things like education- help to reproduce class inequality
· He analyses the cultural mechanisms of class domination
· A crucial part of the process is the transformation of people’s cultural habits or economic position into symbolic capital that has legitimacy and is somehow seen as real
· How?
· HABITUS: a system of durably acquired schemas of perception, thought, and action engendered by objective conditions, but tending to persist even after an alteration of those conditions. Habitus is the key to reproduction because it actually 
· Solution?
· Reflexive sociology:
· Anti-positivistic- he is extremely critical of sociology that presents itself as supposedly detached and entirely descriptive
· Anti-individualistic- he is also opposed to those who see theories as simply the product of an individual viewpoint
· Anti-dichotomist- he rejects what he sees as a false dichotomy between subjective and objective
· Discussion question
· Is Bourdieu’s argument about cultural capital and the role of education overstated?
· How do biases impact the university environment?
· Is the university a learning institution or a big business?
· Do you think that the education system is really about higher learning? Or is it about learning the rules of the upper class- about being indoctrinated with dominant hegemonic ideology?
· Does the university teach you to be critical or teach you to accept? To ‘go along to get along’?
 
Analytical Conflict Theorists
· Ralph Dahrendorf
· His work on conflict reveals two major concerns:
· What he describes as his theories of society- where he stresses the primacy of power ad the inevitability of conflict
· Determinants of active conflict- the ways in which social institutions automatically generate groups with conflicting interests 
· Power conflict and social explanation
· He argues that there is inherent conflict in society. Those groups with power will pursue their interests and those without power will pursue theirs.
· Power: power is the central determinant of social structure
· Definition: the probability that one actor in a social relationship will be in a position to carry out his or her own will despite opposition
· Norms and Stratification
· Norms: norms do not emerge from social consensus. Instead, they are established and maintained by those with power, and their substance may be explained as in the best interest of those with power
· norms= ruling class norms
· stratification- is caused by norms which categorize some things as desirable and others as not. Those who do not comply with the norms face discrimination. These norms are derived from, and uphold power 
· determinants of conflict
· authority
· the mobilization of classes
· the structural requirements for people to form active interest groups are “technical”, “political”, and “social”
· conflict and the state: the crucial line of conflict is between those who give and those who receive orders. The state is the most powerful organization in society. It is the “ruling class” in that the top elite hold positions at the top of the state hierarchy
· Lewis Coser
· Key point- where does conflict stem from?
· External conflict
· Key to establishing group identity. Us versus THEM
· Internal conflict
· Reinforces social norms. Conflict or disagreement identified internally by a group helps to solidify deviance and deviant behaviour reinforces social norms within a group
· Consequences of conflict- he is concerned with the consequences of conflict (less to say about the origins or roots of social conflict). Specifically, he discusses the conditions under which conflict is likely to be divisive or cohesive
· Conflict leads to change
· Attention to emotion
· Conflict is integral to people’s relationship. It is natural and it helps to fuse people together 
· The amount and nature of hostility and conflict in a relationship varies for sociology reasons. For example, there is a correlation between income and argument
· Randall Collins
· They all share the belief that a conflict theory perspective is central to the development of objective or scientific sociology 
· In relation to all the conflict theorists that we have discussed so far, Collins draws the most on Durkheim- the father of functionalism
· People will pursue wealth, status, and power in society. Therefore, there will always be social conflict!
· Power is inherently unequal: power and prestige are scarce commodities and wealth is contingent upon them
· Social institutions will impact the balance of resources…
· Education- socializes people into different cultures. Education is coerced because it is a gate-keeping mechanism
· State- coercion is at the core of social life and social conflict. The state is a special sort of organization because it is the way violence is organized. It is coerced because of special interest groups
· Gender- the most important status in terms of influencing life chances; in most cases, women are inferior in terms of access to resources. This is an example of coercion
· Legitimate social order (coercion)
· There are certain experiences that make people view social order as real and legitimate:
· The giving and taking of orders
· The sorts of communications people have with others
· Those who give orders will identify with the ideal of the organization in which they hold power
· Those who receive orders are likely to be more fatalistic, subservient, concerned with intrinsic rewards
· His basic premise is that people want to maximize the degree to which they can give orders
· Characteristics that impact our perception of social order:
· Social density: how society creates loyalty and identification among its members. The greater degree of mutual surveillance the more they accept the culture of the group and expect more conformity among others
· The diversity or cosmopolitanism: of people’s contacts affects the way they think 
· Ritual
· Military force and geopolitics
· They differ from critical social theorists in three key ways
· Fact and value can be separated. Values may affect hypothesis, but then hypothesis can be tested objectively
· Societies are not stratified according to class alone. There are other sources of power beyond economic
· They do not believe a conflict-free future is possible. They are not idealist
· They tie Marx with Weber and believe in the possibility of objective sociology 
 
Legitimate Cultural Capital 
· Q: how does it get legitimated?
· Answer: symbolic violence
· Symbolic violence: is exercised upon a social agent with his or her complicity. This means that people come to experience systems of meaning (culture) as legitimate; when there is really a process of misunderstanding that is going on 
· It depends on the extent to which the system is believed in by those involved
· A form of false consciousness of hidden agenda 
Theories of Rational Choice

Assumptions associated with theories of rational choice:
0. People are rational and base their actions on what they perceive to be the most effective ways to achieve their goals.
0. There are always alternative means to achieve one’s ends, so that people must constantly weigh alternative means- hence the term rational choice.
0. Individuals are active, rational decision makers.
0. We are inherently selfish individuals who are motivated to achieve only what is best for us (is this contradictory? Something by nature, but active?).
0. Rational choice theories are closely associated with economics.
0. There is an assumption that “there is a price for everything and everything has a price”.
0. Rational choice theorists believe that in order to understand behavior, we must see individuals as rational decision makers in a world of scarcity.
 
Rational choice theory- first became widely known in the context of exchange theory.  Here, individuals have complete agency.
 
What is Social Exchange Theory?
· The principal idea associated with exchange theory is that interaction is an exchange of tangible or intangible goods and services, ranging from food and shelter to social approval or sympathy.  People choose to participate in an exchange after they have considered the costs and rewards of alternative courses of action
· Main thrust: all interactions are forms of exchange
· What can people exchange? 
· Answer: ideas, emotions, resources, interaction
 
Premise: We enter into an exchange to get something out of the exchange
 
INTELLECTUAL ROOTS of Exchange Theory
· 19TH Century thinkers and philosophers who emphasized individual activity and choice.  Here the emphasis is placed on agency and choice.
· GEORGE SIMMEL
· Simmel was interested in identifying universalistic characteristics of human behavior.  He was most interested in why people move from isolation to increasing contacts with one another.  He thought that the motive was to satisfy needs and pursue individual goals.  He thought that human action was always characterized by some form of reciprocity and should therefore be viewed as a form of exchange.
· ANTHROPOLOGISTS- the role of exchange in social life
· MALINOWSKI – gifts versus instrumental exchange
· Gift exchange- when an interaction takes place outside of any type of exchange.
· Instrumental exchange – is when interactions take place primarily so that people may obtain things that they want.
· Anthropologists focus on the way that exchanges function to hold societies together.
· They are also aware of the relationship between power and the exchange of gifts. Receivers of gifts are always at a disadvantage due to the norm of reciprocity.
· ECONOMISTS: ADAM SMITH, DAVID RICARDO, CARL MENGER 
· Economic theory rests on certain assumptions that economists make about the individual.  Rational choice theorists start with individual psychology and apply the same premised to behavior that does not involve the exchange of materials for money, or the production of goods for sale, or the workings of the economy to everyday behavior.
· They emphasize that we live in a world of scarcity.
 
PREMISES associate with Exchange theory
· Individuals are rational profit maximizes, and they make decisions based on their tastes and preferences.  Individuals are innately egoistic.
· The more of something that an individual has, the less interested he/she will be in getting more of it.
· The greater demand for an object, the more ‘value’ it is and it will thus be a higher price.  The greater the supply, the less valuable and therefore less expensive.
· Good are more expensive if they are supplied by a monopolist rather than firms in competition with one another.

Sociologists – are interested in situations where there is no convenient measure of price profit.   How can these things concepts traditionally associated with economics be applied to social life?
· Individual psychological make-up – the idea here is the people’s psychological make up leads them to certain economic circumstances. This implies that some classes of people are lower class because of their values/preferences.  Do you think that this is true?
· Human psychology – as the amount of good consumed increased, its marginal utility increases and so then does the amount that you pay for it.  The main idea here is that human psychology can be used to manipulate or influence purchasing behavior.  Remember when we talked about perceived obsolesce?
· Human interactions and relationships- if relationships and interactions are scarce then one is likely to be picky, if not, then the value of having one is more likely to decrease.  There is a relationship between economics and human interaction.  Sociologists move this analysis from the market place to analyze that forms of social interaction also depend on the prices that are determined by supply and demand
· Economists tend to concentrate on situations where they can compare the financial benefits of alternative forms of action.  For example, if the prestige in teaching drops off then so will the pay associated with it and the quality of people entering the profession.  
 
Question to consider- What might make the prestige of a certain occupation ‘drop off”? 
· Potential answer- gender shift
· For example- nursing- as more men entered the field of nursing the status and pay has increased substantially so too has the status of the profession.
 
Thus, exchange theory also shares economists’ limitations
· Exchange theorists are not particularly concerned with explaining the origins of people’s beliefs or values, but take them as given and address themselves to the behavior that follows.
· The focus is on rational and purposeful behavior, which limits what they have to say about the role of emotions as an explanatory factor.  They understand all behavior as rational and purposeful.
Question: can you think of behavior that is not rational or purposeful? 
 
BEHAVIORIST PSYCHOLOGY AND THE THEORY OF GAMES
Psychological Behaviorism was important for the development of early exchange theory
Game theory was important in the development of more recent exchange theory.
· BEHAVIORAL SCHOOL – B F SKINNER
· The behavioral school tries to avoid making statements about the ‘black box’ of humans or animals that cannot be directly tested or falsified.  
· They construct a theory of behavior that deals only with overt responses that result from observable stimuli.
· An example of such theories is “Operant Conditioning”
· These prepositions are consistent with economists’ interpretations.
· THEORY OF GAMES- is concerned with sets of choices and alternatives and with identifying recurrent dilemmas and strategies.  Game theorists are concerned with a much wider range of different possible social situations.
 
GEORGE HOMANS: ELEMENTARY SOCIAL BEHAVIOR
George Homans Biography:
· Homans was born in Boston into one of the cities great Yankees families.  He spent his entire academic career at Harvard.  He says that he chose to study sociology because he had nothing better to do. Homans was inspired by Pareto (a sociologist almost completely unknown in US).  Humans never earned or studied for a PhD, but he was president of ASA in 1988.  He was most interested in small group research, and then turned to the basic principles of human activity. His most important book (in terms of exchange theory) was called: Social behavior: its elementary forms.  The main thrust of his sociological argument involved the concept of elementary social behavior.
· Elementary school behaviour: behavior that appears and reappears whether or not people plan on its doing so.  This behavior can be explained by basic propositions about individual psychology and motivation.
· Homans argued that explanations of social phenomena must ultimately be tied to psychological explanations.  He thought that psychological principles were the basic building blocks or explanatory factors in social science, and that there is no such thing as a purely sociological explanation.
· Propositions: His theory was based on several important propositions that exchange theory later adopted (propositions are)
· THE SUCCESS PROPOSITION: for all actions taken by persons the more often a particular action of a person is rewarded, the more likely the person is to perform that action. What is an example of a reward?
· THE STIMULUS PROPOSITION: if in the past the occurrence of a particular stimulus or set of stimuli, has been the occasion on which a person’s action has been rewarded then the more similar the present stimuli are to the past ones, the more likely the person is to perform the action, or some similar action.
· THE VALUE PROPOSITION: the more valuable to a person is the result of his /her action, the more likely he/she is to perform the action.
· The first three propositions are essentially statements about human rationality.  He argues that people repeat rewarding behavior, respond to stimuli associated with such rewards, and act on the basis of the values they attach to things.  Thus, people are rational
· EXAMPLES
· Crime- The more often crimes succeed, the more likely people are to repeat them.
· Study habits- The more likely people are to succeed; the more likely they are to repeat them.
· Disciplining a child- The more likely the child is reinforced by his behavior the more likely the behavior will be repeated (the same goes for a dog).
· Problem- value proposition on its own (the value of a behavior) is often an inadequate explanation.   On many occasions, people are in a situation where they cannot be sure of the outcome of their actions, or therefore which is the most valuable alternative. Homans addresses this point in his rational proposition (based on the three above).  Here, he states that people will multiply the value of an actions possible reward by the probability of it actually materializing and then choose on the basis of these results.
· THE RATIONAL PROPOSITION (1-3) – In choosing between alternative actions, a person will choose that which, as perceived by him at the time, the value V, of the result, multiplied by the probability P, of getting the result, is greater.
· This sounds extremely complicated, and there is no way that we think that people are going to stand around with a calculator.  BUT, much of people’s behavior can be explained by their making approximate comparisons of this kind.
· Example- making a decision about which subject or career to major in.  These decisions are based not on actual calculated figures, but on guesses or rules of thumb.
· THE DEPRIVATION- SATIATION PROPOSITION - The more often in the recent past a person has received a particular reward the less valuable any further unit of that reward becomes.  This preposition states that if we have recently received something of value, then you will be decreasingly less interested in more of the same, at least in the short term.  
· THE AGGRESSION – APPROVAL PROPOSITION-  when a person’s action does not receive the reward he/she expected, he/she will become angry; she becomes more likely to perform aggressive behavior and the results of such behavior become more valuable to her.   BUT when the person’s action receives the reward she expected, especially a greater reward than expected, or does not receive punishment, she will be pleased and has more likelihood of performing the action again b/c the results of such behavior become valuable.
· If people’s expectations are disappointed, they become angry and often aggressive, whereas, if their expectations are fulfilled or exceeded then they are pleased. This proposition moves beyond economics to questions of norms and the morality of social exchange.
· Homans argues that for most situations, people believe that the rewards should be proportional to the investment and contribution
· It is a rule of distributive justice, explaining how people compare themselves to others on the basis of investments and rewards.  Example- he gives the example of the people in the supermarket who do not like to bundle for cashiers whose status is lower than theirs.
· The condition of distributive justice is satisfied when the ratio of the measures of the person is equal to the measures of their respective rewards.  Thus, if two persons are equal, then they should receive equal rewards.
 
Question: is this always the case?

Homans’: APPROVAL AND SOCIAL CONFORMITY:
· Homans does offer some theories about how norms and opinions develop.
· In these SOCIAL APPROVAL plays the key role, comparable to that of money in economics and market exchanges. 
· Social approval- cannot easily be measured or counted.  But it is one thing that can be offered in almost any exchange situation on the assumption that one finds it a desirable commodity.
· Homans – assumes that people value approval to explain how conformity is created and maintained in informal groups.  Group members can supply one another with social approval.  Thus, they have good reason to behave in ways that their friends would approve of to obtain approval and esteem.
· So, approval and esteem are valued commodities and our norms and social conformity stem from this need to achieve esteem and social approval from others.
 
POWER EQUITY AND GAME THEORY
Situations of imbalance- there is a situation of imbalance when one party or the other has relatively little to offer.
· Imbalance is at the root of exchange theorists’ analysis of power.
 
POWER: is the ability to provide valuable rewards. 
 
Question to consider: If you give another person a present does Homans consider this power over that person?
· NO, because he defines power more succinctly.
· Definition- Power: is one’s ability to provide rewards that are valuable because they are scarce.
· Yet, the objective scarcity of the object is not what counts. The ability to roll one’s tongue might be scare, but no one has achieved power by being able to roll their tongue. 
· However, if many people found it valuable to go to a show of tongue rollers, then to roll your tongue might be valuable
· What determines the scarcity value of a reward is the relation between the supply of it and the demand for it.
 
COERCIVE POWER- depends on the ability to punish.  For example, a mugger has coercive power. Mugging victims generally believe their choice to be between getting seriously injured and losing all their money.
 
NON-COERCIVE POWER- more common, and more powerful.

QUESTION: is this an adequate definition of power?
 
POWER AND EQUITY: THE SOCIAL MIX
· What most distinguishes sociologists’ version of rational choice from the approach of the economists is their insistence on a moral or normative dimension to social exchange.  
· This is especially true of the works of Richard Emerson and Karen Cook.
· Emerson and Cook argue that notions of equity and justice also feed directly into power relations, constraining the use that people make of their power. Thus, those that are in potentially powerful positions ceased to use all of the power available to them to improve their circumstance because they took those less fortunate into account.  Exchange creates a positive feeling towards other members in the exchange network.
 
 
GAMES THEORY AND PRISONER’S DILEMMA
· GAMES- with rules, strategies, and usually winners are quintessential to human activity.  Game theorists analyze human behavior by arguing that many situations are manifestations of games.
· The Prisoners Dilemma is the best example of all such “games”.




Symbolic Interactionism

1. WHAT IS SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM?
· Meaning
· Interaction
· Agency

FORERUNNERS TO SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONIST PERSPECTIVE
· Georg Simmel
· geometry and social interaction
· Robert Park
0.  linked to Chicago school of thought (symbolic interactionism) and Simmel
· William Isaac Thomas
· reality is socially created or socially constructed, what we define as real becomes real in their consequence
· Race is socially constructed, and its consequence is that in society we can place people in categories based on their skin color even though they have no control over it
· Charles Horton Cooley
· Forerunner to MEAD
· Looking glass self
· Concerned with how we conceptualize a version of yourself 
· Who am i? I don’t know. I'm a girl who goes to western: these are social status (student, women, teacher) while roles are expectations based on what you do within these statuses
· Brittany is funny because she was socialized to be funny
· We learn who we are based on how we think other people perceive us 
· This is based on interpretation
· We put our self in the role of the other to know how to behave
· Max Weber
 
SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM
was systematized not by these forerunners, but by two major social theorists. (Mead & Blumer) 
· note: Blumer is considered to be the intellectual leader of symbolic interactionism. YET he owes a great deal to his teacher- George Herbert Mead

2. GEORGE HERBERT MEAD (the self) 
· most famous works: the Mind, self, and society
· 4 key components of Mead’s theory:
· the self
· self interaction
· development of self
· symbolic meaning 

The SELF
· Mead’s view of the self is central to symbolic interactionism
· He sees it as an acting organism, not as a passive reciprocal that simply receives and responds to stimuli (it is an acting organism)
· SELF= central social process 
· Constantly changing
· The way we define our self-impacts how we interpret or define our social world and vice versa
· Interpretation before you act or speak is the acting part of the self as an organism. The self is not passive
· This is the opposite of Durkheim (who believes we have no agency) 
· Status and roles lead to interpretation (agency), leading to individual behavior 


Self-Interaction
· Mead makes room for novel or new experience
· Self-interaction= internal conversation, also the basis for role taking
· Communication= a process whereby each person “takes the role of the other”
· Take the role of the other

DEVELOPMENT OF SELF
· Staged process
· Social psychology/developmental
· 4 stages
· Prep	
· Least significant
· 0-2 years of age
· Imitate other people (mimic speech)
· Play
· 2-3 years of age
· Stage of pretend (pretend to be a teacher, doctor, wife)
· Important because they are showing they understand the different roles associated with statuses in our society
· Game
· 8-9 years of age
· Can play an organized game and begin to anticipate the roles of others 
· Generalized other
· Only here we can put ourselves in the shoes of another
· When the mature self-arises
· Age varies
· Community of role taking, you have an internalized notion of self 

Mead’s view of the individual
· Values
· Norms
· Roles (do not lead to individual behavior)
· Status
· Mead- stresses people’s ability, through the mechanism of self-interaction, to form and guide their own conduct (agency)
· Individuals- act on their environment and create the object within it
· Things- are stimuli that exist prior to and independent of the individual
· Objects- exist only in relation to acts
· Things are converted into objects
· Chalk is a thing (a stimulus that exists prior to the independent individual
· It becomes an object, which then becomes a piece of chalk 
· Two phases of the self
· Self- a staged process 
· In process, the two phases are "I" "Me" 
· The 'I' 
· Part that is spontaneous and subjective
· "me"
· Is the socialized aspect of us, it is objective?

Symbolic meaning
· The meaning of symbol- derived form Mead’s definition of “gesture”
· Gesture- is not only the first element of an act, but also a sign for the whole act
· Internalized significant symbol
· Holds the same meaning for a lot of people in your society 
· Is there a problem with this idea?
· Symbol- the stimulus whose response is given in advance
· According to Mead- not all interaction is symbolic
· Significant symbols are gestures that possess meaning
· Key element- the way that the meaning of the word is interpreted (as a complement or an insult). This, it becomes a stimulus whose response can be predicted before hand because in the community in question the connotations of that word and the intentions implied by its use evoke a blow as the appropriate response from the person so addressed
· According to Mead- not all interactions are symbolic
· Significant symbols are: gestures that possess meaning

 
3. HERBERT BLUMER
NOTE: BLUMER is considered to be the intellectual leader of symbolic interactionism.  YET he owes a great deal to his teacher- George Herbert Mead.
HERBERT BLUMER: INTERPRETATION AND METHODOLOGY  1900-1987)
· INTERPRETATION
· STRUCTURE AND PROCESS
· METHODOLOGY
· INTERPRETATION
BLUMER- argued that it is necessary to include subjective experience or covert behavior as well as observable behavior in scientific explanations of human interaction.
· Adding to mead
· Joint action is important
· Micro 
· Understand qualitative methodology is Blumer's go to
· INTERACTION = more than stimulus and response. 
· MEANINGFUL INTERACTION =  STIMULATION + INTERPRETATION + RESPONSE
· A ACTS, B PERCIEVES THIS ACTION AND SEEKS TO ASCERTAIN ITS MEANING, B RESPONDS ACCORDING TO WHAT MEANING OR INTERPRETATION HE/SHE HAS GIVEN TO A’S ACT.
· In turn, B acts according to the meaning he/she has given to B’s response.
· a behavior or action is not always symbolic
SELF- INDICATION – is essential to interpretation.
 
GESTURES- 
 
MEANING- to interpret and understand the meaning of the interaction, each of the partied must take the role of the other.  They must get into the other’s shoes.
 
Question: How does interaction b/w two people from different countries serve to support Blumer’s argument concerning symbols?
 
3 BASIC PREMISES 
· THE IMPORTANCE OF MEANING
· THE SOURCE OF MEANING
· THE ROLE OF MEANING IN INTERPRETATION
· HUMAN BEINGS ACT TOWARDS THINGS ON THE BASIS OF THE MEANING THAT THE THINGS HAVE FOR THEM.  THUS, CONSCIOUSNESS- is a KEY element in understanding meaningful action.
· EXAMPLE- 
· THE MEANING OF THINGS ARISES OUT OF THE SOCIAL INTERACTION ONE HAS WITH others.
· MEANING – IS A SOCIAL PRODUCT; It is created, not given, or inherent.
· POINT- 
· QUESTION: What about things that we do in secret or private?  How are they defined?  

· THE MEANINGS OF THINGS ARE HANDLED AND MODIFIED THROUGH AN INTERPRETIVE PROCESS USED BY THE PERSON IN DEALING WITH THINGS HE/SHE ENCOUNTERS.
· EXAMPLE: 
· INTERPRETIVE PROCESS:
 
STRUCTURE AND PROCESS
· FOR BLUMER, STRUCTURE is NOT a STRAITJACKET!
· He admits that these structures are important BUT he says that they DO NOT determine behavior!
· INTERACTION IS NOT ABOUT ROLES- He says that it is ridiculous to think that social interaction is an interaction b/w social roles! It is an interaction b/w peoples not their roles.
· View of human nature: 
· THUS- mutual understanding of a situation is not defined from scratch (here lies the role of social structures in the equation).  
· SITUATIONS THAT DEMAND NEW INTERPRETATIONS: are the foci of analysis for symbolic interactionists.
· EXAMPLES:
· CULTURAL and SOCIAL STRUCTURES = CONSTRAINTS (therefore he focuses on this type of analysis).

QUESTION:  HOW DOES HE MOVE FROM AN ANALYSIS OF THE INDIVIDUAL TO A GROUP ANALYSIS? 
· JOINT ACTIONS- have to be initiated, then once started they may be interpreted, abandoned, and transformed; the participants may not make a common definition of the joint action; and new situations may arise in the joint action.
 
METHODOLOGY
· BLUMER- one of his chief contributions to symbolic interactionism has been his elaboration on the methodology.
· 2 things:
· Induction/ethnography
· qualitative sociology
· INDUCTIVE APPROACH
· MODES OF INQUIRY- qualitative
· EXPLORATION – this phase has two purposes.
· INSPECTION:
· SENSITIZING CONCEPTS: 
· DEFINITIVE CONCEPT-
· NATURALISTIC INQUIRY – 
 
SEVERAL MODES OF BEHAVIOR USED BY QUALITATIVE RESEARCHERS:
· TIME ORDER MODEL- 
· CYCLICAL MODEL- 
· SOCIAL TYPES MODEL – 
· SOCIAL ACTIONS and INTERACTIONAL MODEL- 
· SOCIAL SETTING OR SCENES MODEL- 
· HE IS AGAINST QUANTIFIED RESEARCH: 
4. ERVING GOFFMAN
· Dramaturgical Analysis
· Performances are based on values etc.
· Front stage
· Version of us that will be favorable to others 
· We do this typically for people we don’t know well
· Impression management "I want people to think I'm a good person"
· Back stage
· Shows self we present to others we are familiar with 
· We do this every day
· Like when we post something on Facebook or twitter
· Interpretation is impression management 
 
DRAMATURGY AND THE INTERACTION ORDER: The world is but a stage.
· Goffman’s work has been very influential and has influenced several symbolic interactionist thinkers as well as ethno methodologists and some conflict theorists (Randall Collins).
· HISTORY- 
· HIS CHIEF CONTRIBUTIONS TO SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM- were his dramaturgical ideas and what he calls the “interaction order”.

DRAMATURGY AND EVERYDAY LIFE
· DRAMATURGY
· EVERYDAY LIFE- 
· IMPRESSIOPN MANAGEMENT-  
· 2 KEY CONCEPTS:
· FRONT REGION
· Includes: 
· Setting
· Personal front
· Back region
· Ex. You have an understanding of my front stage self- but not backstage
· BACK REGION
 
LAUNDRAMAT STUDY- 
· QUESTION-  AREN’T WE ALL ARTISTS AFTERALL?  
· RECENT RESEARCH- he looks to 500 magazine ads and analyses the often unspoken assumptions about gender conveyed in the pictures.  The ads focus on front stage depictions of men and women.
· He argues- “Gender is the opiate of the masses.” What does he mean by this statement?
 
THE INTERACTION ORDER = 
· BASIC UNITS OF INTERACTIONAL ORDER:
· PERSONS- 
· CONTACTS-
· ENCOUNTERS- 
· PLATFORM PERFORMANCES 
· CELEBRATIVE SOCIAL OCCASIONS
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF INTERACTION TO SOCIOLOGY
· INTERACTION ORDER- has direct bearing on the macroscopic order
· PERSONAL ENCOUNTERS- 
· FACE TO FACE ENCOUNTERS- 
· SELF INTERACTION-
· The Secret. How does it relate to symbolic interactionism?
· What is the secret
· We work with this power- the law of attraction
· Everything in your life, you attract into your life
· Whatever goes on in your mind, you attract 
· You become what you think about 
· Thoughts become things                          
· How does it relate to symbolic interactionism 
· This relates to symbolic interactionism because it has to do with how you perceive the world around them
· People who have made billions buy into this idea
· What you think about the world, becomes your reality 
· Do we have any critical analysis of this premise?
· It blames the victim 
· Blames them for cancer, poorness


Phenomenology

Phenomenology 
· Every thought is our brain, trying to make sense of what's happening
· The study of the process of interpreting everyday life
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Philosophical approach to studying everyday life
· Best suited to several people who have experienced a common event 
· Interpretive and descriptive style
· Phenomenologists are also nominalists (subjective understanding, reality is socially constructed)
· A- consciousness/perception
· B- experiential knowledge (learn through experiences)
· C- Subjective meaning
 
Focus On:
· Taken for granted assumptions 
· Question every day experiences such as why we are sitting in the classroom, or why we don't but in line at tim hortons 
· Look at the world as an outsider
· How would you feel about society if you have never been there before
· Suspend (bracket) values 
· Put own values aside to understand why people are doing what their doing 
 
Stock of knowledge
· Common sense constructs
· If someone holds their hand, they will shake it because that’s why they have tought you 
· Similar to ideology
 
Recipe
· Implicit instructions to self
· The fastest way to work
 
Husserl
· Sensory experience
· How our senses interpret and understand what we are experiencing
 
Schutz
· =Husserl + Weber
· Interpretive understanding
 
 
Inter-subjectivity
· Reality is an ongoing accomplishment
· Never ending
· Ongoing agency
· We don’t think of reality as an accomplishment but it is because everyone can have the same experience and interpret it differently 
· We all take the same exam- but we may walk away from it with different feelings
· Watching any sport- some people like it and others don’t 
· Meaningful objects
· Objects are meaningfully created- pens are pens, cups are cups. 
 
Ethnomethodology 
· Example of phenomenology
· Garfinkel 
· Interested in how social order is achieved 
· Wanted to show that social order is fragile by designing 'breaching experiments'
· Basis of social order is trust- we trust that everyone is going along with social order and 
· Breaching experiment- to disrupt norms 
· Expose reality
· Like culture shock 
· Indexicality
· Nothing has a fixed meaning and everything is dependent upon context 
· This is a threat to society, as, if meanings are not set, how do we communicate? The answer is reflexivity 
· What aspect of society is being threatened by indexicality? SOCIAL ORDER
· Our common-sense knowledge allows us to understand meanings within situations, which is similar to the idea of typifications (Durkheim because of ideal types)
· Suicide and reflexivity
· He used his theory to explain the behaviour of coroners when they were asked to make a judgement on whether somebody had committed suicide or not
· ???
· Durkheim-social structure leads to suicide impacts
· Garfinkel- common sense knowledge of coroners that make it seem social structural 
· Marxists would argue that common sense knowledge is merely ruling class ideology 
· Social order is an illusion created in one’s own mind suing our common-sense procedures and culturally embedded assumptions
 
Social Construction of Reality 
· Berget (person) and Luckman 
· Concerned with everyday construction of reality
· Reality is socially constructed by real in in consequences
· Difference is not the issue, it is the ranking of the differences that is the problem
· Externalization- process of creating social world
· How we come to externalize the meanings we give to objects, people etc. (our sensory experiences), so we can interact based on these consensus meanings
· Objectification- experience the world as existing outside your thoughts
· Most of us believe we life in society and the social world exists outside of our perception of it. these guys argue that it doesn’t 
· Reification- making something intangible as something that exists
· Making society seem like a person "society causes anorexia… noooo someone with power in society causes anorexia" 
· Internalization- internalize consciousness 
· Socially construct reality and internalize that construct of reality
 
Dorthy Smith (LIVING!!!!!)
· Feminist standpoint theory
· Also, known as stand-point epistemology (epistemology is a way of knowing our social world) 
· Situated knower- we all come to understand the social world from our own individual standpoint 
· All knowledge is codified. Knowledge is diverse, incomplete, and motivated (people know different things, we never know enough, and motivated by people in power) 
· Power shapes knowledge
· Bias maps
· Bias understanding 
· Relations of ruling
· Complex bundle of rules, management, and administration: power is embedded in text, bureaucratization, and process. 
· What do we know to be true?'
· Bifurcated consciousness- difference between what you are told is true and what we know to be true through experience


Feminism- The “F” Word

What is Feminism
· Feminism is the belief that women have equal political, social, sexual, intellectual, and economic rights to men. It involved various movements, theories, and philosophies concerned with issues of gender difference, that advocate equality for women, and that campaign for women's rights and interests
· We tent to define feminism in dichotomy
· Social construction of masculinity and femininity is disadvantageous to both males and females 
· The way we socially construct it means male and female works against works against males and females in society-- therefore it takes to gender
· If we want to solve problems with allowing females into institutions and to solve violence against women we need men and women to be both on the same side
 
Stereotypes about Feminism
· There is a list of 10-12 stereotypes about feminists. You need to know at least 10 of them for the test
· All feminists are women
· All feminists hate men
· All feminists are the same
· All feminists are only fighting for women
· All feminists are angry
· All feminists are entitles
· All feminists are unattractive
· All feminists are lesbian
· All feminists are whiny
· All feminists hate sex
· Feminists are sex fiends/crazed
· All feminists are pro-choice
· Feminists don’t respect stay at home moms 
· I'm not a feminist but….
 
How can we Explain these Stereotypes

Third wave feminism
· Individualism
· Subjectivism 
· negatives
· Has become too micro- women are fighting for small things that in the long run do not really matter to the world
 
4th wave of feminism (Zavitz) 
· One that brings women and men together
· Once we come together, and fight for all equality
 
Patricia Hill Collins (ALIVE)
· Stand point epistemology- we understand the world through a patriarchal lens,
· Criticized liberal feminism
· Each one of us has our own standpoint, some people do not have the same view as black middle class females. 
· Matrix of domination
· Multiple standpoints
· Someone who is gay, Christian, and female, may only be oppressed because they are female, or because they are female and gay. The ways you are being dominated come together
· You can be the oppressed and the oppressor
· Multidimensional/intersectionality
 
Judith Butler (ALSO ALIVE)
· Post modern feminist
· What do you mean by women?
· Who is included in this? 
· Women are not a concrete category- the way we conceptualize what it means to be a woman or man because gender is socially constructed 
· Movement beyond binary
· Binary is understanding something in opposition to something else. We have a lot of binary conceptualizations (man vs.  Female, black vs. white, homosexual vs. heterosexual) 
· Critical of modern feminists
· Binary- opposition and perpetuates inequality in itself
· Desire is socially constructed 
· We know what it means to be male, female, homosexual, heterosexual, femininity, and masculinity. But we should stop categorizing. These should be viewed on a continuum. 
· International women's day
· Who is women
· It is a whole day about women, separating them from men
· We should eliminate categories
· Gender is not fixed
· Fluid identity
· In state of flux 
· Characteristics that make people women, are always changing because they are socially constructed 
· Queer theory
· All sexual behaviour is socially constructed
· There is this thing called the heterosexual matrix
· To be anything other than heterosexual, it is not deemed the "norm", if you are gay you are expected to explain why you are gay and not straight, SHE ARGUES that this shouldn’t even be a question, there shouldn’t be an explanation, because who gives a shit

Globalization

What is Globalization?
· It is the growing economic, political and social interconnectedness among societies throughout the world that had eroded the boundaries that separate countries to create a global village
· Some people might not want to call it a global village because there are only some positives and lots of negative implications of globalization.
· Positive- spread of knowledge/information
· Negative- exploitation
· What are the + and - effects of globalization on health?
· Late modernity=
· Rise in advance capitalism
· Rise in globalization
· Rise in neoliberalism
· Rise in "free" trade 
· Politically=free trade is positive. BUT free trade benefits some people at the expense of other. Fair/free=same thing
· Global poverty!!!
· Half of world wealth owned by 1% of the population= $110 Trillion 
· Bottom half of the world have the combined wealth of 85 people on the planet
· 3 billion people live on less than 2$ a day 
· Poorest 48 countries (GDP) is equal to the wealth of the richest 3 people
· 1/7 people are illiterate- can't read or sign their own name
· Less than 1% of what the world spends on military budget is what we need to put every single child in school
· Poorer country=debt repayment coming right from the most povershed people
· 20% of the worlds population consume more than 86% of the worlds goods
· 30 thousand children die each day because of poverty 
· 1.3 billion do not have access to clean drinking water
· 3 billion do not have access to basic sanitation (no tap, or flushing of toilet)
· Global health statistics
· Poverty has been described as the number one health problem for many nations
· A Canadian study suggests that the wealthiest countries do not have the healthiest people. Instead, it is countries with the smallest economic gap between the rich and poor
· Child poverty has increased globally 
· In 1960, the income of 20% of the world's most wealthy population was 30 times greater than the income of the worlds poorest 20% 
· Today, the income of the world's richest 20% is 87 times greater than the worlds poorest 20%
· In fact, over 70 counties around the world, per capita income is lower today than it was 20 years ago
 
Coffee
· Coffee is the second largest traded commodity (next to oil) 
· 70% of the worlds coffee is grown on family farms that are less than 25 acres 
· 2017 coffee prices reached an all time low
· More than 70% drop in paying coffee farmers 
· 20 years ago, coffee producing nations received 11 billion for crops worth 30 billion; today they receive less than 5 billion for crops worth more than 70 billion 
· This happens because the farmers need to feed their families so they cannot say no 
· These 4 companies have a monopoly over everything- they run shit
· Feb 2015, Nestle reported a rise in profits %?
· People who produce coffee, receive 1% of what we pay when we purchase a cup of coffee (markup over 5000%) - FUCK
· Farmers are destroying their coffee and producing a drug called "chat"? Selling it illegally
· 75% of coffee (maybe?) are sprayed with synthetic chemicals that are not allowed in Canada or the USA because it increases profits
 
FACTS
· USA has the largest GAP between rich and poor. The top 1% of the population receive more money than the bottom 50% combined
· To satisfy all the world's sanitation and food requirements (this includes education) would cost only 13 billion (1% of military budged worldwide) This is how much people in the united states spend each year on perfume. 
 
World Hunger and Poverty
· 1.2 billion suffer from hunger
· 1.2 suffer from obesity
· In the UK 30-40% of all food is never eaten
· 38 billion $ of food is thrown away in the U.S each year
· In the US 40-50% of food for harvest never gets eaten
· More than 1/3 of the worlds grain is fed to cows
· Food is a commodity
· Food is not something that is just given, it is something you must soon pay for (including water)
· You cant afford it, you don’t get it 
· People argue that one day air will be a commodity 
 
Food Supply
· Food is not in short supply. In fact, there is enough to provide each of the earth's inhabitants with at least 2700 calories a day. But, production alone is not enough, the people who need food must be able to buy it 
· 2 billion people suffer from anemia
· 30 million people die/year because of hunger (b/c hunger has become a political weapon) 
· The US has 50% of the worlds health and only 6.3% of the world's population 
 
Women and Globalization
· Global economic and trade policies are not gender neutral
· Women comprise 70% of the world's …
· Yet…
· Women's issues are not considered in trade liberalization and policy making or analysis
· The failure of government's to evaluate trade policies from a  gender perspective, only exacerbations women's economic inequality
 
Effects of Globalization on Women
· As a result of the financial crisis in the 1980's, third world commodity prices dropped, interest rates rose and developing countries could not repay debts
· Result-structural adjustment programs
· SAP- governments must earn foreign exchange in order to finance their debt
· THUS- production for domestic use was discouraged
· Structured Adjustment Programs
· Regan (1980's)
· IMF + World Bank
· Rules:
· Cut social spending
· Shrink government
· Increase interest rate
· Eliminate regulations on foreign ownership
· Cut subsides for basic goods 
· This lowers global economics
· Increases debt 
· Also included cuts to social services, such as schools, hospitals and transportation
· Women- typically responsible for providing food, water and healthcare
· In addition, women and girls are expected to curb their consumption so that men and boys can eat 
· RESULT
· Increase in the amount of unpaid labor women are performing
· Underdeveloped counties are selling the "best" land to transnational corporations. As a result, women must walk farther to provide water for their families
· Communities are polluted by toxic chemical wastes 
· Costs…
· The costs of economic adjustment have fallen on the shoulders of women who are already burdened by poverty
· Many women who are hard-hit by the negative economic effects of globalization must turn to sex work or migrate to other countries to provide food for their families
 
Women's work in Transnational Factories
· In the global economy, knowledge- intensive aspects of the production process remain in Western counties
· YET- the labor- intensives activities are subcontracted to factories in developing countries  where the labor is cheap and female labor is abundant
 
Free Trade Zones
· The US was the first to re-locate labor-intensive factory work to lower wage sites in the Caribbean, East Asia and Latin America
· In these zones, companies are generally exempt from labor, health, safety and environmental laws
· More than 60 countries have established EPZ (look at slide)
· WOMEN
· Women's cheap labor is often the basis of export-oriented industrialization
· In fact, women constitute over 80% of the workers in EPZs
· Women are the preferred supply because they cab hired for lower pay and under less desirable positions than men
· Clothing companies using EPZ
· Walmart (90% of what they sell is made here, workers work 10 hour days at 13cents an hour)
· Anne taylor
· JC penney
· TJ max
· Nike
· Gap
· Sears
· Banana republic
 
Women and Low Wage Labor
· Some theorists argue that women's.. SLIDE
· Sweatshop labor
· With little option for paid work, many women must work for low wages in sweatshops
· Many factories in EPZs are little more than sweatshops
· These jobs are desired because there are few modern wage jobs for women in developing countries
· Most of what you are wearing was made in a sweatshop
· Transnational companies have begun to employ women to work in offshore "electronic" sweatshops.
· INFOMATICS
· Mandarin
· In El Salvador, SLIDE
· Nike
· Vietnam, living wage is 3$ a day
· Working conditions
· Inadequate ventilation
· Chemical exposure
· Repetitive motion
· Abuse
· At the dynamics factory, in Bangkok Thailand, where Barbie is made
 
NO CHOICE
· Women have little choice other than accept questionable work conditions
· Women are afraid of losing their jobs if they assert themselves
· Many are under-aged and work with forged birth certificates
 
Corporations
· Corporations choose to locate in countries where unemployment is high and people are desperate for work
· Governments are hesitant to intervene, needing jobs,  and foreign currency to pay off their loans and knowing that… SLIDE
· SOURCE OF BLAME (SLIDE)
 
The Global Economy and Women's Migration
· People have always migrated from one location to another for the purposes of ……. Slide
· High demand for low wage workers
· Globalization makes economic survival difficult in some countries..
· Women service the upper-income and corporate beneficiaries of globalization
· Many women are forced to leave their..
· Most send nearly all of what they earn home to their families
· Government role
· Governments encourage women to migrate because the money they send home contributes to the economy and reduces poverty
· Mothering someone else's child
 
Sexual Tourism
· Sexual tourism- sex work connected to tourism
· Sex work is one of the only ways women can earn income
· Governments that need money brought by international tourism are willing to encourage or at least ignore sexual tourism
· What does this entail?
· Many men travel to other countries for a sexual holiday
· Main destinations: Brazil, Cambodia, Costa Rica….
· Sex work pays a lot more than domestic or factory work in an EPZ
· Sex Trafficking Industry
· Typically an agent uses the offer of work to entice poor women to illegally immigrate to other countries. They are told that they will work as maids or entertainers and sometimes they are lured through false marriage offers. 
· Upon arrival, their agent or "fiancé" sells them to a brothel or "club" 
· How does this happen? (SLIDE)

Why isn't the whole world developed?
Developed
· Industrialized
· Technology
· Modern
· Healthcare
· Education
· Service based economy 
· Basic services
 
Under Developed
· Subsist
· Export main goods
· Higher rates of absolute poverty 
· High infant mortality
· Mechanical solidarity
· Infectious disease 
· Gap between rich and poor 
 
Third World
· Backwards
· Periphery 
· Traditional
· Disadvantaged
· Poor/other
 
First World
· Advanced
· Core 
· Modern
· Advantaged
· Western world
· Binary= juxtaposition
 
Evolutionary Theory
· Durkheim
· Comte- theological, metaphysical, positivism
· Durkheim- mechanical solidarity- organic (population density)
· Marx- dialectical materialism- 8 modes
 
Modernization Theory
· Weber
 
Dependency Theory
· Marx
 
Wallersten- World systems
· Modern society- held together through economics
· Core= strong state/periphery =weak
· Key= economic integration
· We evolve as a society to become more economically integrated 
 
Parsons (SF)
· 3 stages
· Primitive
· Kinships are predominated (sounds like Durkheim) 
· Intermediate
· Characterized by Britain language 
· Modern 
· Characterized by bureaucracy (sounds like Weber)
· 6 major evolutionary universals
· 6 requirements for advancements (underdeveloped->developed)
· Stratification
· Cultural legitimization 
· Bureaucratic organization
· Money economy 
· Universalistic norms 
· Democratic organizations (government) 
· Want human perfectibility
 
WHATS WRONG WITH THIS?
· Lack of agency
· Takes power out of the equation 
· Assumes change is natural 
· Ethnocentric 
· Assumes capitalism=equality (capitalism does not lead to equality?!?)
· Assumes things are getting better 
· Evolutionary theory is wrong/incorrect- they cannot use this theory to explain why isn't the whole world developed
· Highly political
 
Modernization- Weber
· Processes of modernization
· Weber- 
· Humans= agency to interact 
· Individuals
· Lack necessary traits (ambition, motivation)
· Examples- David McCelland
· Need for entrepreneurship
· Achievement
· If they valued these things, then they could be developed
· David Lerner
· Individuality0
· People in underdeveloped countries lack an ethos for individualism (value collectivity)
· Alex Inkeles 
· Modern traits
· Assertiveness
· Ambition
· Criticisms
· Dangerous
· Blames the victim
· Distracts from the social structure
· Ideological in nature because 
· Ethnocentric- our way of thinking in the 1st world is the superior way of thinking 
· Blinds us/false consciousness!
· Highly political 
 
Dependency Theory
· Marx
· Class for itself
· Answer- 3rd world=forced dependency
· Exploitation
· Oppression
· Capitalism/neoliberalism + globalization
· Power- bourgeoisie
· Revolution won’t happen because we don’t want to give up what we do have
· Underestimated how the people in power would use their power
 
Answer: why isn’t the whole world developed using evolutionary and dependency theory and modernization, and why are these theories dangerous and political 
 
Post-Modernism
· 1950's SF
· 1970's- neomarxists- Bordeau 
· 1990's/2000's- post-modernism 
· Best defined by what it is not
· It is fluid
· Opposed to modern theory and classical theory 
· Mostly opposing science - science has not led to progress or to human perfectibility
· Reject grand narratives/vast generalizations!- rejecting marx, durkheim, and weber "society as a whole" i.e. social change disorder order
· Focus on individual lived experience 
· Want to move to a premodern ….
· Focus on feelings, experience, intuition, discourse, and reflection
· Focus on periphery and not core
· More moral research 
· More pragmatic
· Goal is to deconstruct what we've known as true 
· THERE ARE NO ULTIMATE ANSWERS ONLY INTERPRETATION 
· Invariant ?
· Siedman
· Social theory should replace sociological theory 
· Theory= localized 
· Contextualized 
· Postmodern theory- there is no one theory
· Criticisms 
· No one theory
· Every interpretation
· Throw the baby out with the bath water! (if you get rid of it all, you're getting rid of some of the good stuff too
· Turn away from social structure 
· Extreme relativism 
· Abstract critique
· Too individualistic
· Critical of foundational theory with no replacements 
 
Exam question: what is post modernism and the critiques of it?
 


