Lecture 20 – April 4

Bourdieu – social capital

· The set of resources including family, friendships, professional net worth, etc
· We use social capital in order to change our lives – we use them to reach a certain goal
Cultural capital
· Sociologists up to Bourdieu did not assume that culture would be a capital
· Two sources – family setting & school
· These locations are where learn taste and which forms or taste are important 
· Within school we are given the keys to understand art
· These are our codes – we dissifer a painting or a sculpture 
· We become literate at some point in our lies in art 
· The value of this culture is not something that we have access to directly on our own
· The institutions teach us the value of our culture
· You have a large part of society that gets their culture from school and a small part that get it from family or household
· It turns out that those that get their cultural capital from those institutions are from the dominant class. 
· If you are part of the dominant class, the likely hood that you have read the catcher in the rye at home, but if you are part of the lower class, it is likely you’ve never heard of this book
· The consequence of this inequality is the consequence of scholarly material
· Sons and daughters of the members of the high class, have more chances to succeed at school than sons and daughters of the low class – because by the time they have arrived at school they already understand the cultural capital
· What this means is that instead of levelling the ground, the school system reproduces inequality
· Is school merit based? Yes or no?
· No.
· The system is perpetuated by itself – what are the mechanisms that allow the school system to continue to survive
· Acculturation and Symbolic violence
· The two are often tied
· The acculturation is referring to the capacity of school to change it totally – the cultural references of a single individual and make this person adopt the culture that school is promoting – the lower class who went to university – by this time, this person will start looking down on his class – and then will consider only the culture that school has taught her or him is valuable 
· Symbolic violence – form of violence that leaves impact on the brain of people
· You are exercising a form of violence because you force this person to totally give up a certain form of writing (for example) because the dominate class forces you to accept their way of writing – the academic way
· By making people who are the victim of symbolic violence, enforce the violence. 
· It is the participation in this violence that makes it invisible, because you are a part of it.
· The school boys and school girls who come from lower background become accomplices of this background
· What could symbolic capital mean?
· Our material goods 
· Symbolic capital can be mediated by material goods, manners, posture, professional status. 
· Symbolic capital is convertible into other forms of capital 

Anthon Giddens

· British scholar born in 1938 
· By the late 1990’s Giddens was one of the most influential thinkers in the English-speaking world.
· Giddens was knighted by the Queen of England for his British scholarship
Contributions:
· Focuses on the critique of modernity
· Influenced by the school of Frankfurt
· Giddens would look at the gap in Marx, Durkheim, and Weber’s scholarship, as the founding fathers of sociology
· Reviewing Marx, Weber and Durkheim, Giddens argued that the three of them have highly overlooked the negative dimensions of modernity
· For Giddens he believed modernity was two-sided and the founding fathers showed a one-sided view.
· There are of course, the positive contributions of modernity to human society, but there are also negative ones.
·  With modernity we have lessened inequality
· Modernity has turned everything into a commodity
· The core characteristic of modern society has become a risk
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Technology has allowed us to create more food, but CHEMICALS are the risk.

e 20- et
[E——

+ st orctntgfanty, st pfcsprs et v
e et e i e e s s
p = ———
oo v i ems -

- Wit e v by s

Py et o g

B Vit ————

© T ek e e o o

e ot s e s ol ok st

B

e i . he el Bod ot o e e he e
e o ot b e vy e
Nk

+ T s ety the cmeenceof sty ter.

e s i b s Wi o ot e
s s gt of o e by e e e
et sy sy cderin e o g

s e e g o e e ot

itk e b s e
S et o et oy e
g do oo o el et o e
il et i v

i e i —
e et S e



