Lecture 19 – March 28th

Introduction
· Bourdieu was the most quoted sociologist of his time
· The late 20th century would have been orphaned if Bourdieu didn’t contribute
· Quoted by not only sociologists but by anthropologists and philosophers
· His work is used to unearth the logic of domination that prevails in most social interactions today
1) In search of Bourdieu
· Of the same generation of Foucault – born in 1930 in a small town in Pau
· Born to a very modest family – father was a mail man and his mother was moving from back and forth between jobs
· Bourdieu is one of the only sociologists from modest families
· He was not from Paris, so he was looked down on
· He went to Paris after he got his high school degree – he went to the Ecole Normale Superieure
· If Bourdieu didn’t go to this university – he may never have been a scholar
· He felt out of place at the school because he was not rich
· When he arrived, he had a professor, that also trained Michel Foucault 
· After he graduated, he accepted to go to the military to spend a couple of years – it was mandatory – he chose to go to Algeria 
· He didn’t really have to fight so he taught at the university of Algiers 
· He witnessed Algeria trying to become independent from France
· His first book was devoted to Kaybyles – Sociology of Algeria
· He became a professor at the university of Lille after he returned to France 
· Wrote the book The Inheritors – devoted to the student body in the French university system – what he was trying to understand was: Why do some family decide to send their children to go to school? And How come those families from a certain social background sent children and not others?
· He highlighted the issue of inequality which became a main issue in his scholarship
· In addition to his scholarship but quite late in his life, he become a public intellectual
· This is a human who has secured a certain amount of knowledge coming from academic training and who uses this knowledge in order to question the social organizations – the way in which society functions – he does it publically 
· It was in the 1990’s that Bourdieu became a clear public intellect 
· In 1995, there was the biggest union strike in the history of post WW France
· The working class went on strike because the gov’t decided to revise social security – pension and retirement – wanted to increase the number of years before people could retire
· Bourdieu took advantage of this and was out speaking and fighting against the gov’t on behalf of the working class

2) The Scholar and His Concepts
· All his books have a central theme of domination
· For him domination is the common denominator of social interactions
· Domination is everywhere – the interest is that is can be overt or covert
· To understand this sociological reality he created a concept to understand domination in all aspects
A) The Field
· The problem with Marx is that the concepts he’s using are not relevant when understanding society
· We should look at society in terms of classes fighting against each other but in terms of field
· A field is a space of social interactions – people interact when they are part of a field
· There are several fields and these fields are connected with each other
· This is why he thinks Marxist analysis is not enough
· He believes that in the job field and education field and political field – there are connections and you do well in one, you do well in the other
· In a game, on a field, you need players, rules, boundaries, positions, objectives (the stake)
· Within society we have what we call micro-societies
· There are power relations because everyone wants to be the one who defines the who field – Sidney Crosby 
· Marx had a bipolar concept of society – two polls 
· Marx thought the whole dynamic of domination was premised on economic resources
· Bourdieu believes there are more than 2 polls
· And he believed it wasn’t just because of money, it was because of education and knowledge  -- knowledge is more respected than money and military power 
B) Capital in Plural
· Capital is the other central concept in the sociology of Bourdieu 
· He would show clearly his disagreement with Karl Marx – Marx had one uniform conception of capitalism – defined by economic means that one possesses 
· Bourdieu thought economic means were just ONE form of capital 
· Economic capital is : The extensive of economic resources that ones owns and commends
· Social capital: which can be as important as economic capital – composed of all the networks of influence and support that one can tap into in order to obtain a goal 
· Our social capitals: friends, family, classmates – you better have more humans than money
· The other is cultural capital – the most important contribution of Bourdieu – conceptually speaking
· Culture is a capital – we can use cultural in view of obtaining a goal – even if this goal is an economic goal
· Cultural capital consists of the various cultural resources that parents, family, and sometimes the school system provide to their children and attendants
· Cultural capital includes taste, perception of what is beautiful of valuable, extends to a wide range of areas such as music, painting, cuisine, etc.
· Cultural capital he pursues deserves great sociological attention because it is the main basis for separation and differentiation between members of a society
· Cultural capital translates into advantage in the schooling system
· Depending on the cultural capital you have, you may be more or less successful in the school system
· The ranges of areas where cultural capital accounts for, this is important, because without this concept, he would have never gotten to the conclusion that he got to into The Inheritors 
· Bourdieu found out that barely 5% of working class people had children who attended university 
· The upper-class who sent the highest amount of children to university
· The school system favours sons and daughters of high class – it is not the intelligence level
· The upper class creates the field and the positions and rules, and thus they have the power and they PREFER the upper class 
· What we do in the school system is discriminate against the transmission of knowledge – picking what is viable and what is not – this becomes a value judgement of the upper class – you judge something based on your own values.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Meritocracy is an illusion – because of inequality

3) Giddens and the Question of Modernity 
· 
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