Introduction
· We are witnessing the return of French thinkers to the social sciences
· Most of the theorists we studied were German and American 
· With post structuralism and modernism we finally see the French philosophers and sociologists 
· The question we have to ask is what social transformation has made possible the event of these theories we call post structuralism and post modernism
· The second question is what are post structuralism and post modernism 
· Finally, who are the proponents of p/s and p/m
I) Technology and Surveillance 
· One of the major transformations is the pervasiveness of technology 
· Technology of course is evolving and changing
· The efficiency of technology for each generation is different
· What characterizes our contemporary world is that technology is everywhere
· And more than that surveillance is also ubiquitous 
· The rise of technology has resulted in an increase of surveillance
· Television, telephone or internet 
· Of course, we could say that those who invented these technological devices, perhaps their main purpose was not to put us under surveillance 
· Their main purpose was commercial
· TV can tell what channel you’re watching
· With the pervasiveness of technology it is no longer necessary to be physically be there when you want to say something—you don’t have to be there when you want to see something
· Baudrillard says we are now inhabiting a world that we could hyper-real
· The world is characterized as hyper-real because reality has come to imitate fiction
· We have never seen something but because we see it on a film, we turn it into realty – 911 most of us weren’t there but we turned it real because we saw it on films and on tv
· Can we be free in a society that is tied to technology?
· 
II) What is Post Structuralism & Post Modernism
· They have one thing in common—the prefix post
· The prefix post is meant to indicate we have moved away from some established theories that have dominated sociology or social sciences for several decades
· What they are indicating is that sociology has neither the ability to claim the presentation of truth nor the relevance to address the social reality
· According to post structuralism and post modernism – there is nothing like the truth and the social reality 
· Both truth and social reality are debatable because social actors can live a life that is not directly a part of their experience 
· There is no coherence 
· No determinacy 
· There are bits of experiences that people bring together to bring meaning to their own existence
· Post Structuralism: is a heterogeneous theory. It is a set of converging themes, and at the core of this very theory is social life as fragmentation
· Continuity and Order
· Every segment of society has its own truth
· Structuralists acknowledge that at a certain point in history there will always be a truth that dominates the other truth – the truth that dominates at that certain time is the truth of the dominant class
· Post Modernism:  Shares a lot with post-structuralism – has a better fortune because the word post modernism has entered the popular language 
· Post Modernism contends with the concept ‘modern’ itself – as tool to explain contemporary society
· P/M asks the question: what is relevance of modernism since it has failed to carry out all its projects 
· P/M looking at the current situation of the world says modernists have definitely failed in the light of technology and in the light of the high rate of unemployment and in the light of citizens obsessions with material consumption
· In their analysis of modernism, post modernists mostly focus on the media as a subject of research 
· What is wrong with the media?
· When we look at the news we see sensationalism
· Post modernists in their criticisms of the media argue that the media has given up their function which is documenting social life to the benefit of fictionalizing social life -- docu-drama.
III) The Main Protagonist
A) Foucault
· Was born In 1926 in the city of Poitiers, France – his father was a surgeon and part of the local burgeiouse – and like many parents who have a high status, he wanted his son to be just like him – he did not want to be a surgeon, but rather decided to embrace the career of a philosopher 
· He graduated from the ecole normale superieure – suffered from acute depression – people think his depression was rooted in his homosexual orientation 
· No tolerance for homosexuality in 1940’s 
· His own life to a certain extent would inspire his writing 
· Foucault published a book in 1975 that made him one of the most read theorists of all time – discipline and punish 
· 1976 the birth of sexuality
· died in 1984 – aids
· How is homosexuality related to discipline and punish?
· Surveillance and discipline of the body
· Constant regulation of yourself so no one knows you’re gay
· The body of the homosexual is repressed by society through law – taboo 
· Discipline comes with idea of normalcy
· By disciplining people we are forcing people to become normal
· Foucault will show that actually this whole process is at the very foundation of modern society
· He decided after reflecting on his own condition as a homosexual, retrace as far as possible the source of this whole process, of disciplining the body
· Genealogical approach of discipline
· He’s research took him to a singular event that took place in 18th century France – the punishment of a man who was accused of trying to kill the king of france – Robert Francois Damtens – Foucault spent more than a decade in archives to learn about the fate of RFD 
· From his knowledge of RFD, Foucault decided to learn how much forms of punishment in modern France have evolved – have changed from 18-21st century
· The first thing that struck Foucault was the nature of the violence that was inflated 
· Death Penalty 
· In the first case he saw the violence was mostly physical/corporal  PUBLIC were allowed to be there – children/man/woman/young and old
· In 1975 people who were sentenced to the death penalty were executed away from the public – and in a more soft way
· [bookmark: _GoBack]He wanted to analyze this process
B) Lyotard
· 

Conclusion
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