Feminist & Gender Theories
Introduction
· Not White Males
· Scholarship is not immune to gender relations
1) Mapping out black feminist thought
A) Who is Patricia H. Collins
· Writes from the standpoint of a black woman in the U.S.
· Born in 1948 in a working class family in Philadelphia 
· She obtained her bachelor is Arts in 1969 from Brandeis University in Boston
· She enrolled in the Faculty of Education at Harvard to get her masters
· She started working as a middle school teacher – she was faced with a specific request
· She was told to generate a course on black female thought in the U.S.
· She came to terms with the reality that black woman thought is marginalized in American literature.  – No one cares.
· As a result of this finding, she went back to school to take her PHD.
· Her thesis was turned into the book “black feminist thought” 
· The book won 2 prizes – including the wright mills prize
B) Background of a black feminist thought
· In order to build a theory, Patricia Collins had to use other theories as building blocks – one was critical theory, one was Afrocentricism and Post structuralism 
· Collins was influenced by Dorothy Smith 
· Standpoint epistemology was her main focus
· Philosophical notion about a persons position in society is effected by what the person experiences and the knowledge that this person would mobilize to understand his or her society 
· What I know about society is based on what I have lived.
· To say that your standpoint epistemology is linked to you experience is to say that you see the world in the lenses of your experiences.  
· Religion is an identity; sexuality is also, our race, our gender, and social class. 
· Each of our standpoints can mark where we try to think of our society. 
· Collins told us that not only each of them matters, but also we do not mobilize them at the same time and in the context. 
· There could be a time and place where intersectionality plays a role in our views of society. 
· Matrix of domination: this concept allows her to show that the same identity that is the cause for which you are dominated, sometimes is the same identity that you use to dominate others. 
· The second aspect is that a group that is dominated as a result of its most conspicuous or major identity, also in the same group is operating a relation of domination of some members by others. 
· You cannot reduce to race the basis or the foundation of the subordination of women
· Black women are not dominated because of their race, because there would be no black men dominating black women
· As a result, she showed the struggle of black women should be waged against the white society and the black males – it is like fighting against two fronts 
· Black females could find allies in the white females in America – because what they share is being dominated by patriarchal society, but on the other hand, the same black female could seek alliance with black men because whites are dominating them. 
· There are contexts in which you rely on the person who dominates you 
· The context of matrix of domination would be elaborated further in Collins scholarship
· The same sites of domination are also the sites of resistance. 
· We use the identity that is the cause of our marginalization to fight back
· Foucault inspired Collins – but this idea dates back further – Marx for example
· Identity mobilization she pursues is meant to bring change – social change
· Women in general and black women in particular mobilize their identity as women or as black women in order to bring change in their existence. 
· Acknowledged the indebtedness to critical theory – because she wants to bring about social change and justice and fairness
· In order to bring justice and fairness, there is a need to reveal the very element that cause injustice/inequity 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]You also bring awareness to the one who exercises the injustice – bring them to the light. 
· 

2) The Renewal of Gender Studies with Judith Butler
· Writing from a white lesbian Jewish standpoint
· 
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