SOC3312 - Lecture 14 March 9th 

Schutz:

Concept of Typification and stocks of knowledge 
· We human beings have such a large stock of knowledge in us, in order to behave and operate properly in society, we need to typify our stocks on knowledge. 
· The stock of knowledge that we have is biographically articulated
· An abstract of our personal life
· Intersubjectivity – we do and say things based on our specific experience, but we also connect to others based on these experiences
· If 2 people are into an interaction, find out at some point they do not have the same perspective of the same situation, it will be voiced, and people may be converted
· people have perspectives on the same experiences based on their background. 
· Stepping into someone else’s shoes

Berger & Luckmann
· In addition to Shutz, two key contributors to phenomenology 
· Berger:
· Born in Austria in 1929
· Completed secondary school, he decided to go to London to pursue his education
· He would spend barely 3 years in London, before Nazi’s rose
· Berger decided to leave London and travel to America
· Once in the US he would resume his education by enrolling at the university of Wagner. Which is where he got his first degree, and eventually he decided to pursue further by enrolling in the New School for social research to pursue his PHD. 
· Berger was a student of Schutz and was offered a job after he completed his PHD
· Luckmann: 
· Luckman was born in 1927 in Slovenia 
· Attended the university of Vienna (Austria)
· Later, Luckmann would move to the New School for social research and which is where he meant Berger, and they became friends and began collaborating the social construction of reality
· There is a difference in everyone’s reality
· The Social construction of reality
· There is a premise that we must take for granted – the first element is that man is the product of society, the second is society is a human product, third element is society is an objective reality
· This is a paradox
· The creation of man, and the creation of society is a process and is always moving and forming
· Humanity is not a being it is a becoming
· Society also moves and evolves and changes – one did not come first or second – they both form. 
· Society is a human product and human is a social product.
· Finally, society they say is an objective reality – reality is something you believe you have no control on, but we each have our own reality
· What we need to understand is a comparison between the human and the animal – we the human are produced by society and produce society at the same time, because animals are instinctive. 
· Animals are characterized by highly developed instincts and these instincts come to the animal as soon as it comes to life
· Whereas man needs society in order to develop a wide range of skills. 
· Human beings are dumb instinctually speaking – we cannot walk, we cannot eat by ourselves – we learn via society
· Berger and Luckmann, on the basis of their premise say that, the creation of a common sense and the creation of social institutions become the two prerequisites for society to function properly. 
· In order to live together and know what to do around one another, we resort to common sense and social institutions 
· Common sense is the equivalent of what Schutz called “stock of knowledge” we share common sense or stock of knowledge 
· Without social institutions and common sense, there would be no possibility for society to operate properly. 
Discussion
· Just like Schutz, they all say that depending on the situation and the social actor the common sense that we must use is not necessarily the same
· 4 concepts that are central in Berger and Luckmann’s book
· 1. Habituation: This concept is central to the formation of society as an objective reality
· This concept means that social actors know that their choices and their attitudes are limited in time – they do not have an infinite # of choices regarding their actions or behaviours
· Because of habitualization people are able to anticipate how the interlocutors might behave or react in a given situation 
· This fact that we do not have an infinite range of behaviour, we become accustomed to certain behaviours, which lead to routinization of daily life. 
· 2. The second concept is institutionalized: something that becomes an institution – simply by habitualization
· Institutions emerge but they can also die. 
· 3. Externalization: is meant to indicate that if society exists in the mind of social actor as a reality, it is because social actor sees society as something that is external to them – it is an objective reality – social actors cannot control
· [bookmark: _GoBack]4. Concept of reification: borrowed from Marx – comes from the latin phrase reise which means a “thing” – not very different from externalization – simply an extreme version of externalization. 
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