SOC3312 Lecture 13 – March 7

Goffman – Presentation of every day life
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Impression Management: we behave ourselves in a certain manor in society and we strive to have proper control of our behaviour
· We do not let ourselves go
· We want to give a good impression and we want to manage it
· This management of our impressions is founded on being rational. 
· We are rational actors, which is why we strive to manage our appearance in society.
· Our behaviour can determine whether we are successful or fail. 
· According to Goffman, the impression we give is not based on self-centered approach, for him, moral obligation is the driver of the impressions we give

Introduction – Phenomenology
· Social life is highly complex and nuance 
· Society is compartmentalized 
· We all deal with realities differently in different situations
· Phenomenologists drove out attention on a very small and significant element of society – taken for granted – aspect of society
· It is through the taken for granted aspect of social life that we really grasp the complexity of society and social life 
· In order to understand how society is viewed or interact we must pay attention for the “taken for granted” situations, because they teach us more about society than other situations
· The purpose of sociology should be how we product meanings in such “Taken for granted” situations and the reasons why we do our best to sustain our behaviours in such situations. 

A Major Protagonist: Alfred Schutz
· Schutz was born in Austria in 1899, he studied law and banking and started his career as a banker
· He was drawn to social science and philosophy

· Main authors that influence Schutz: Husserl & Max Weber

· Husserl: Transcendental Phenomenology

· There is nothing like a pure object or a pure subject
· Everything that we call an object or subject is mediated by our conscience
· What this means is that, without our conscience, nothing exists
· There is a world that exists because we human beings assume that it does, but also because we human beings have given a meaning to the world
· Life world  
· The life world is intersubjective
· This means that until various members of a group agree to give the same meaning to something, this thing doesn’t exist
· Max Weber
· Sociology is a science that studies human behaviours and its consequences
· As a result, sociology must devise a method of inquiry that prevent the intrusion of any ideology or moral judgement
· Axiological Neutrality
· When she tries to understand these behaviours, her own principles norms and beliefs would not interfere in this process
· How do we do this?
· An interpretative understanding of social facts
· The sociologist must understand the phenomenon that they are studying to what the social actors say and think about said phenomenon
· Objective pieces of social life are things that we do not have control over them, like historical contingencies or electoral colleges in the states
· Subjective is the other aspect of social life. This is because we are a part of their existence.
· Schultz built two more concepts himself
· Social facts should be understood through stocks of knowledge is not our property, we share it with our environment
· Our stocks of knowledge allows us to function in society every single day
· Because we delve into this topic in order to respond to someone or to make someone do something without resisting
· But a stock of knowledge is clearly contextualized – particular to a culture or society. 
· Typification
· We act or we interact to other people by resorting to typification
· Linked to stock of knowledge
· We have a lot of tools and instrument, but what we must do because there is too much information to process, is we build types and we put specific information in each type
· So the typification becomes a strategy that helps us act more efficiently in society
· 

Reflecting on Berger and Lucktiann’s contribution

Discussion
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