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Critical Theory
· Sociological Theory is heavily influenced by philosophy
· It takes aim at what modernity as a civilization aims at
· This is a concept that is used to characterize a theoretical current born after the second world war
· Humanity and Western societies in particular have prided themselves upon their technological advances
· Progress as the result of technological advancement, is the proof that reason has definitely triumphed. 
· Progress and technological advancements can be nefarious as well, it can cost humanity more than it brings.
· War is so extreme now because of technological advance in warfare, and more people have lost their lives because of it. (Bombs, guns, etc.)
· Critical theory looks at this. 
· Modernity can be as nefarious and obscure or destructive as traditionalists

1) Main Protagonists of Critical Theory
· Critical theory is tightly linked to specific intuition called the University of Frankfurt 
· At this specific university that the three major protagonists of critical theory would work together and would definitely change the direction of social sciences
· Max Horkheimer: 
· wealthy family, his father owned a factory, and was a business man, the family wanted the son to be a business man, 
· but he turned his back on his family product, Horkheimer chose to study the humanities  he attended the university of Frankfurt to study philosophy and psychology
· Influenced by Husserl  Phenomenology 
· Influenced by Heidegger  accused of being a part of Nazi regime 
· After Horkheimer completed his PHD. He got a job as an instructor at the university of Frankfurt, but a job without pay.
· Herbert Marcuse: 
· Born in Berlin, also from a wealthy family, his father was a real estate entrepreneur, and from his mothers side, they were true capitalists owning textile factories, 
· when it was time to pursue his education, he decided to go to the university of Frieburg  he went to Humboldt in Berlin following this. 
· When he was at Frieburg, Marcuse got to meet Horkheimer. Both of them attended the class taught by Husserl. 
· After he graduated, decided to open a book business (selling and buying books). He became familiar with Heidegger 



· Theodore Adornd: 
· Born in Frankfurt, wealthy family, mother was part of the Corsican nobility, and his father was a wine trader. 
· Attended the university of Frankfurt where he studied music, philosophy and sociology.
· These men all have a wealthy background in common
· To what extent would their family background influence their theory?
· Their fathers being capitalists may have influenced their theories
· Modernity is based on 2 pillars – Reason & Technology
· Capitalism is the embodiment of modernity in the sense that, capitalism uses both reason and technology  accountability & machinery
· These 3 guys knew from the heart what capitalism is and is ABLE to do. 
· How the infinite knowledge of capitalism would influence their concepts.
· Every science is autobiographical
· There is self-reflection in every thing we do. 

2) The inception of a theory
a) The points of intersection
· How did critical theory come to existence?
· The formation of the school is both the fruit of an accident and also a common project – there is something accidental about the birth of this school, but there is also something clearly and rationally planned about the formation
· Accident: at some point during their lives, the 3 members met and shared a common project (Horkheimer, Marcuse, Adornd). 
· These three men had a lot in common  it happened that they shared a common interest in the political transformation of the german society
· The german society was going under transition, when they met (Germany lost WWI) 
· Political and economic transformation
· They also shared a similar social background
· It would take the innovative of a 4th person to make the meeting of these three people possible  Felix Weil:
· Argentina born citizen 
· Wealthy background as well
· He studied in Germany to get his PHD from Frankfurt
· Using his fathers money, he decided to launch a research group and his research group would quickly become a research institute: called the Frankfurt school. 
· At this institute for social research, major thinkers of the time went there for a short stint to think and right
· George Lukacs
· Felix Weil was a Marxist  he knew it would take a proletariat revolution to spark change
· The three main philosophers joined the institute and by 1930 they became the heads of the institute. 
· The three of them reshaped the institute and their first action was to discard empirical research in order to promote a new agenda, which is critical research.
· Why did they discard empirical research?
· Empirical research is part of what positivists would champion
· We must collect data that are clearly defined and describe the process that leads to a specific result  detailed observation until you reach a result. 
· But what next?
· The Frankfurt school was upset with empirical research because it never asked, “What is next?”  didn’t actually change anything.
· Empirical describes, but critical changes. 
· If we keep using and studying empirical research we will condone the status quo.
b) An unfavourable context
· 3 young men, who manage in 5 years to leave their imprints in their academic discipline. 
· Critical theory was born in the wrong period, because in 1933 the Nazis rose to power.
· The theory that three young men were creating was antagonistic to the Nazi regime  critical theory does not leave any room for authoritarian regime  doesn’t stick to the status quo.
· ALL 4 men were Jews by heritage. 
· So they all had to leave Germany and find refuge in neighbouring countries
· Horkheimer and Marcuse left Germany to hide in Geneva (Switzerland) 1933
· In 1934 Horkheimer realized that the Nazi regime was spreading and that other European countries may fall, so he sailed to NYC
· 1938 Marcuse left and joined Horkheimer in New York
· Adornd  London  After a short trip to France in 1938 and went to NYC
· NYC becomes a new sight for critical theorists
· What happened to the school?
· In NYC they didn’t have anyone to fund the project, but they became lucky, because Columbia University decided to host the trio, they offered them the possibility to rebuild their institute and resume work in 1940
· It was short lived, because by 1941 a problem surfaced between Columbia University and the Frankfurt school, and they had to part ways. 
· Why did the relationship between the university and trio not work?
· America at the time was under individual rationality  people do what they do to gain something 
· Applied sociology was the heart of Columbia university (numbers, stats, empirical research)
· They asked the trio to convert their studies into applied sciences, but they refused. 
· The group dispersed, due to a lack of institutional affiliation
· And besides, as refugees they also needed to survive 
· Marcuse accepted a job in Washington DC to work for the CIA  he believed he was helping and continuing his theory  helping to transform the war
· After the war, Marcuse resumed his academics by joining the university of California
· Adornd and Horkheimer were not as fortunate.
3) The intellectual influences
a) Marx’s shadow
· Most of these theorists studied not only philosophy but were also interested in psych and music, so this had a influence on their thoughts.
· What is the contribution of Marx to critical theory?
· Marx’s concern was to understand industrial society and capitalism
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Marx argued that the major consequence of industrialisation is the promotion or creation of oppressive or dehumanizing social order. 
· No labour laws or minimum wages
· Cog in the factory (you are replaceable)
· Sell time for money  forced to sell labour because it’s the only option
· Work in a factory was a repeated task, which gave no leeway for thinking
· It is dehumanizing because we are defined by our brains and to make use of our thought.  treated like animals because animals are instinctual. 
· Farmers slowly lost their means of production, because they were forced to join the factory life  they have to do it, they don’t have a choice to survive. (Oppressed by the system)
b) Weber and his imprints
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