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I) Parsons & Merton: two proponents of structural functionalism
a) Parsons – the austere
b) Merton – the artist
II) Contextualizing a theory
a) Contending with grounded theory
b) The creditors of structural functionalism
III) The contribution of structural functionalism to sociology

I) Parsons and Merton
a) Talcott Parsons: The Austere
· Ohio
· Sociologist
· Born into a devout Baptist family whom values hard work & individualism
· Talcott Parsons father was a scholar and was the owner of the Marietta college
· Talcott Parson began his academics because of his father
· Parsons went to Amherst College in Mass. And majored in biology
· After grad went to London school of economics with the goal of pursing biology
· Discovered sociology and anthropology 
· He attended the class of Malinowski 
· 1910-1920 Malinowski was arguably one of the most influential anthropologists in the world
· When he graduated from London school of economics, he went to Germany in 1925 and went to Heidelberg University, where he was introduced to the scholarship of Max Weber
· He travelled to Germany because it was centre of social science scholarship
· Wrote his PHD in social sciences on the roar of capitalism in Germany
· When he went back to U.S. after graduation, he translated Max Weber’s work into English
· 1927 – he landed his dream job: professor at Harvard university until death in 1979
· He trained many new generations of sociologists including Robert Merton
b) Robert Merton: The Artist
· Was an artist – Esthet 
· He has never taken sociology seriously, for him sociology is like an art – you need creativity/imagination
· As soon as he graduated from Temple University, he was torn between joining the circus and going to grad school
· He went to Grad school at Harvard to study under Talcott Parsons
· Merton’s first interest was the sociology of science
· He wanted to know precisely how science as a discipline and science through discoveries are made. 
· When Merton graduated he went straight to Columbia university – from 1941-2003

II) Contextualizing a theory 
· Theory is process comparable to a building block 
· No theory is born out of nowhere
· It builds upon something that existed already
· Whenever we devise a theory, we have a previous theory in mind
· Either the goal is to take the best of the previous theory and build on it or to destroy the old theory and build something new
a) Contending with ground theory
· Parsons project was to upend the powerful theoretical current that was dominating American sociology – this powerful theoretical current is sometimes called individual rationalism or utilitarianism 
· University of Chicago was where individual rationalism was prevalent
· 2 major proponents of the theory
· One was Barney Glaser
· Robert Anselm
· Individual Rationalism put the emphasis on two components
· The individual and their rationality
· Grounded Theory was associated with individual rationality
· When parson came back to the U.S. Grounded theory was all over the place because it was promoted by sociologists 
· Grounded Theory
· Premise is that: any sociological theory in order to be relevant and tested must stem from a specific methodological approach
· The methodological approach goes: 
Research question
Gathering the necessary data
Coding this data
Identifying ideas that repeat themselves several times
Build a concept & categories of analysis
· Prevalence of the grounded theory advocated for grounded theory did so because there was a gap between the theories that were circulating in sociology and the reality that these theories are making sense of – The theory and the reality DO NOT match.
· For them it should be the other way around – you should go first, look at the data and do it the methodological way.
· Sociologists should not be afraid of changing their theories if the data changed if the context changed
· This criticism comes from the positivistic trait – even though sociology cannot be positive as society is ever changing
· For grounded theory instead of being ambitious and saying there could be a theory that embraced all of society, we must be simply more modest, by understanding that the theories that we must devise, will explain a specific and isolated phenomenon.
· To not extrapolate but to look at the facts – look very closely at the facts before writing a theory
· Parsons disagreed with the Grounded theory
· Because according to Parsons, what grounded theory is inviting us to do is disconnecting the different parts or units that make society, when society is collective and interconnected
· Parsons believed that society or social unit is a system and system is divided in several parts, each and every part is has a role/function and if the units worked perfectly, it’s because every single part knows its function
· If you break apart society – you do not see it as a whole – you do not see all the working parts
b) The Creditors of Structural Functionalism
· Those who enable structural functionalism to arise in American sociology
· There are mainly 2 sociologists who has an influence on Parsons and as a result can be credited with the up rise of structural functionalism
· Emile Durkheim
· Max Weber
· Durkheim his influence on structural functionalism lies in the fact that Durkheim does not believe that an individual must be a focus of the sociologist 
· We cannot understand anything by looking at a single individual
· Max Weber  social constraints  the individual acts within the social constraints 
· The logic is that individual is the product of society 
· Society makes us.
· There is no choice possible in life without acquisition of language – through language we are taught names and ideas, etc. We decide to do this and that based on knowledge provided by language – society creates language and transmits the language to us. Society decides who we are.
· We are built by society in layers.
· Cultural norms, or values, etc.
· Critics say structural functionalism is a deterministic theory – it’s like everything was planned before by society.
· We will see the structural functionalism is more nuanced than that
· Society is permanently in the making
· We were brought up in the dyadic concept of gender – which has obviously drastically changed since 1950 etc. 
III) The contribution of structural functionalism to sociology
· Every sociological theory has its own features/characteristics – this is what distinguishes them
· A specific a sociological theory would develop concepts to express its specificity
· Structural functionalism has coined a bunch of concepts which we still use in order to understand society
· Social systems
· Norms
· Roles/Status
· The development of this concept is shaped by how structural functionalism conceives of society – how it understands society


· Structural functionalism has a conception of society that is two-fold
1. Society is simply a unit/social system and as a unit it has several parts and all of these parts are interrelated 
· They are connected to each other in order to allow the unit to function properly
· If one part breaks down, that could create dysfunction 
· Robert Merton – Deviance
· The foundation of society is the division of labour for example 
· We arrive at a point where one of the jobs become irrelevant because machines are replacing human beings, which causes people to be fired, and causes a back up
· Society needs to do something for this individual – supports him – but if you do not – the society is less functional
·  Deviance may occur because of this, because the man who was fired may rob someone or prostitute themselves
2. Society is also an ensemble of systems within a system
· [bookmark: _GoBack]They are micro societies that exist within society 
· A family structure
· A law firm 
· Etc.
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