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Rovers of the barbary coast

The Barbary/ Berber Coast
· Morocco
· Algiers
· Tunis
· Tripoli

Sale
· Ancient court that originated from a time of Carthage known as the Carthaginians 
· Many of the rovers would immerge from the Mediterranean and weren’t restricted to the Mediterranean and would sail up the coast to Northern Europe and travel through the Atlantic to Newfoundland to attack shipping
· A group originated from the sale known as Sallee Rovers they ventured as far west as Newfoundland 
· Between 1620 and 1624 there were many courts of the Sale operating on the Grand Banks capturing about 40 fishing vessels and made their way to the coast of Nova Scotia and Acadia 
· Sallee Rovers were aware of the international fishery going on, however also on the lookout for slaves
· When the English fleet came to Sale in 1667 was to pay for the release of fisherman 
· Bey= local ruler or governor would see over the bases such as Tangier or Algiers
· Beylerbeyi= chief governor “Lord of lords”
· After 1671 it gets a little confusing since Dey= Chief regional governor shows up in literature because after 1671 Algiers and Tripoli become part of the Ottoman empire. Ports soon become bustling markets for the sale of plunder and slaves, these local rulers in theory owe their allegiance to the Saltant of the Ottoman Empire based in what was once Constantinople but now Istanbul. Distance between Tangier and Istanbul means more of their Deys were on their own unless the Saltant needed help in war, vice versa too, Deys would receive Turkish forces (particular large forces). However, through the 16th century the Deys would operate independently from the Saltant and they seemed to focus their activities on the central and western Mediterranean so further away from the base in power in Istanbul. The corsairs themselves begin to put forward certain individuals and they become elected rather than appointed, and then they would develop the ability to privateer that would not be recognized by Europeans. These activities would become integral to the political and economic framework of the region. Very well coordinated attacks on shipping and very well organized.
· Before 1671: Taife Raisi= captain’s council: Supervised running of fleets on the Barbary coast and would obey the Saltant, the council would rule over minor disputes, supervise the sail of plunder and slaves and made sure the local governor was taken care of, about 10% of the value would be collected and put aside for the local governor and there may be an additional fee for the use of the port. Each captain on the council owned their own ship and had pretty much complete freedom of action in terms of who they’re going to attack and when. Their preferred vessel was the galley; they were oared by rowers (usually slaves). The galley started to feature the spur (ram), very light cannons and guns, they would board enemy ships and engage in close combat. With light guns allowed them to attack shore defenses. Oars prevented the possibility for having heavy guns. Galley carried lateen sails and sometimes more than one mast if necessary. A typical war galley would carry anywhere between 20-30 oars. Each oar was maned between 3-6 rowers 

Two variations of the galley
· Galliot: Flushed deck that was faster, 6-12 oars per side and only 2 men per oar, rowers were free men and not slaves (owned by a fairly wealthy captain) and all of these men would receive more of an equal  
· Galleas: More of a hybrid of the ship and galley, the Phoenician invention, also had oars and sails however carried heavier guns it combined the speed of the galley and the striking power of a sailing warship or Galleon, finally becomes a 3 or 4 mast ship. Rest of Europe would gradually improve the warship
· However, in the Mediterranean the galley remains the most common vessel used for both trade and warfare

The battle of Lepanto October 7th 1571
· Coalition fleet of Christian states defeats the main fleets of the Ottoman empire just off the Western coast of Greece in the Ionian Sea
· Christian fleet= 1800 cannon
· Ottoman fleet= 750 cannon
· Ottoman loses 20 to 25,000 men of 80,000 180 to 200 of 250 vessels captured or destroyed, many of the men they lost are skilled sailors, navigators and commanders and they were lost in Lepanto
· Last major battle to be fought between mainly galley fleets 
· Ottoman fleet is primarily made of galleys
· This battle underlies the importance of cannons and guns, superiority in this contest went to the Christian fleet because of their greater number
· Christians carried muskets
· The result greatly minimized the size of the Ottoman fleet
· Ottomans rebuild their fleet in short order resulting in more fire power moving forward 
· However, from then on, large galley fleets are not used for such large fleet battles
· While the barbary ships would be referred to as privateering ships the term 
· By the 17th and 18th century corsair to a European means pirate, they do not recognize the authority of the Barbary state that authorizes corsairs to attack 
· Corsairs did have to apply for these Letters of Marques from the local rulers and abide by the terms, so they could not attack Muslim shipping. They could only collect non-Muslim slaves, and would have to abide by the treaties between the Christians and Ottoman empire therefore they couldn’t just attack anybody
· Muslim excels from Spain resettle in Africa and seek revenge on Spain and they are assisted by other Muslim states like Turkish captains known at the brothers of Barbarossa

The Brothers Barbarossa
· Aruj/ Oruc (1473-1518) older brother: born of a Christian father and Muslim mother and born off the Aegean islands from Greece, he was captured by the Knights of St John on the Isles of Rhodes and made him a galley slave and was released after a peace treaty between the Knights and Turks, there are several stories however one suggests he is eventually granted permission to become privateer by Turkey and he becomes one of the most successful corsairs in the Eastern Mediterranean and they capture Christian shipping until the peace between the Ottoman empire and the Knights force the brothers to search for other opportunities so he moves west and establishes a corsair base in 1505 in Djerba, Tunisia where they obtain a privateering licence from the local ruler where they harass Italian coasts until they encounter 2 Italian vessels which they take by losing very few men. They are welcomed in Tunisia as heroes, their fame spreads quickly and earn the name Barbarossa which is referred to as “Red Beard” which was an uncommon site in the Mediterranean world
· Hizir/ Khizir (1478-1546) younger brother
· They quickly become the most successful and richest corsairs of the coast and with that fame they attract many crew members and the place of Djerba Tunisia and in 1509 they’re joined by their youngest brother Ishak (died 1518) who helps them raid coasts off Italy and Sicily
· They eventually move their base West because they are asked by Algiers to defend against the Spanish, where their luck begins to run out and Aruj has his arm chopped off 
· By 1516 local ruler, the Dey of Algiers failed to protect his city and his becomes a victim of the revolt, Aruj takes advantage and establishes himself as the new ruler of the city. 
· The Spanish begin establishing bases on the North African coast in preparation for an all-out offensive attack 
· The brothers are aware of their weak position and consults the ottoman empire
· Aruj ends up becoming the Bey of the Algeriers he essentially becomes the ruler of the Barbary coast 
· In 1518 the fight with the Spanish hits its peak (Barbarossa’s vs. Spain)
· Aruj has a fleet consisting of 5,000 corsairs and an additional 1,500 troops are sent by the Saltant to help ward off the Spanish force
· Spanish force is estimated to be 10,000 in size and they’re held off for about 3 weeks till they finally break through and Aruj and Ishak die in battle 

Hizir/ Khizir
· Escapes and is appointed the head of the Barbary corsairs 
· Made Beylerbeyi he is given reinforcements by the Saltant and he reclaims the Algier base refortifies the city and eventually they raid Spain, Southern coast of France and Spanish shipping
· In 1522 he is ordered to join Saltant in the expedition against the Rhodes a
· The Saltant labels him “Khair-ed Din” Heryreddin which means goodness of the faith or gift of god his successes continue after returning to the Barbary coast finally he repulsed by Spanish shipping in 1531 but for the most part he is very successful
· Christian states slowly create the Christian Holy league was meant to remove Khaire-ed Din that was put together by Andrea Doria (commander/admiral)
· In 1538 September they meet in Preveza against Andrea Doria and Barbarossa is victorious and will implement the domination by Turkish naval fleets for over 3 decades 
· Khair-ed Din retires to the Saltant court in 1545 and writes his memoir and dies the next year and his son takes over charge of the Algiers 
· The brothers have defended and save the Barbary coast from the Spanish and ensured that the semi-independent states would survive well into the 19th century, essentially left behind a legacy

Murat Rais the Elder (1524-1609)
· Rais refers to as Grand Admiral 
· Commands his own galliot by 1565
· Gains reputation for being fearless however he is known for disobedience 
· By 1574 he is appointed by the Bey of Algiers the Captain of the Sea through his successful actions 
· In 1578 he sends shockwaves through the Mediterranean when he captures the Spanish Viceroy of Sicily is captured by Murat, which enrages King Philip the second would trigger the release of a full-scale expedition to burn the Algiers to the ground (expedition fails but does damage)
· Widely regarded most notorious corsair in Mediterranean at the time
· Sultan’s admiral, 1594 he commands all the forces up until his death in 1609

Murat Rais the Younger
· No relation to the Elder 
· Original name was Jan Janszoon van Haarlem who is Dutch but converts to Islam in 1618
· Finds his way to the Barbary coast from Holland (had been attacking Spanish shipping) he was a Dutch privateer continuing his expedition to attack Spanish shipping
· Captured by Algerian corsairs in 1618, depending on who you were you’re given the choice you can either be sold into slavery or convert into Islam (turn Turk)
· He moves to Sale in Morocco and in 1619 he convinces the Sale to declare their independence from the Saultan where he would eventually become the President and Grand Admiral of Republic of Sale and he is very successful in that role and wealthy through his plundering in the Mediterranean and also launches raids in the Atlantic Ocean as for up as Iceland and Ireland 
· In 1620s he lands in the British channel and for the next 5 years he uses this places as a base to prey on shipping 
· In June of 1631 he raids the, Baltimore, Cork, Ireland, the Irish population of 108 he rounds them all up and takes them to Algiers, 2 of those 108 never make it back to see Ireland again. 
· His capture in 1635 by men of Malta for 5 years
· He escapes in 1640 and his health becomes detrimental he fades off a bit from power however he becomes a Governor of Oualidia in Morocco and retires from piracy, his reputation as a Sallee Rover proceeds him
· Demonstrates that life can be good if you convert to a Barbary corsair (if you didn’t mind turning Turk)
· By the mid 17th century when Jan Janszoon seized to be a corsair the hay day of the corsairs seems to be over (no longer freely going out for plunder/ slaves) not to say the stopped being a problem and remain a thorn in the side for European countries eventually the United States too 
· Slave markets remained very busy during 17th century, Algiers was estimated to have approximately 20,000 Christian slaves at any given time

White gold
· White Europeans were captured by Barbary corsairs and sold as slaves
· Between 1 and a quarter million Europeans were captured by the Barbary Corsairs between the 16th and 19th century
· This form of slavery becomes a major source of income for the Barbary states
· Turning Turk would not always mean exemption from bad jobs but improvements 
· Children women and men with very transferable skills were very popular
· Christian propaganda benefited a lot from this time to show how hard it was to be a slave 
· It was the norm for Corsairs to be slavers more than pirates were privateers in order to keep the slave market stocked (it becomes a major industry)
· Miguel de Cervantes, Spanish captive remained in slavery for 5 years and he describes punishments for offending the religion and describes the living conditions 

Captives 
· Olafur Egilsson (minister) was 1 of the 240 captives who was taken by Jan Janszoon (from Iceland in the summer of 1627) he’s only in slavery for a year in 1628 and is ransomed in 1628 (money is raised)
· His wife is released in 1637 however his children are not 
· He writes The Travels of Reverend Olafur Egilsson (1641) describing his abduction
· Guttormur Hallsson, 1631
· Redemptionists organized the purchase and freedom of 15,500 Christian slaves between 1575 and 1769
· The Catholic Lazarists were also quite successful in their activities
· Sometimes females would petition governments to raise money for ransoms for their sons and husbands
· Sometimes government would participate in the raising of funds by encouraging the public 
· In 1643 7 petitioned the English parliament to begin collecting money for ransoms through churches because their husbands had been taken by Turkish pirates and carried to Algiers and remained in captivities 
· Some Christian pirates were accepted into the ranks of the corsairs without converting (most likely had high knowledge in navigation and plundering) 







Tribute= extortion (protection money)
· Merchants whose ships pass through the Mediterranean would often pay a fee (immunity from attack),
· Northern Europe these fees were known as gifts to local rulers (in order to protect rulers from the fact that they’re colluding with pirates) 
· Much cheaper to pay these fees than go to war
· They’ll leave you alone while they attack your competitors; keeps other states off balance
· English and Dutch begin a long stretch of wars in the 17th century actions are undertaken to a sweeter deal from these Barbary states to ensure their merchants get the best deal 
· 1655 – English admiral Robert Blake: arrives up the Barbary coast with orders to extract the compensation from the Bey’s for tax on English shipping. His private letters indicate that compensation is a minor part of the deal negotiation over protection money is the major part of the mission, when the Bey refuses to renegotiate commences a small war, Blake sails into the harbour and begins a small attack on some of the ports defenses, sinks a few of the galleys anchored in the harbor and the Bey eventually reconsiders, however not to stop attacking British shipping but just renegotiate terms of the protection deal
· As late as 1816 – British admiral Lord Exmouth is bombarding Algiers and as he is bombarding Algiers he expresses his opinion that the complete suppression of piracy in this part of the world would not be acceptable to many in the British trading community (served a purpose)
· By the 18th century extortion had replaced slavery as the region’s main aspect of income.

United States vs. Barbary States
· As newcomer to the maritime trading system the US is at a disadvantage
· The US is less willing to negotiate the cost of protection money and see it as a tool that benefited the European competitors and knew they couldn’t compete (didn’t even really have a navy at that point)
· 1785 – refused demands of Tunis, Tripoli and Algiers: all ask for the equivalent of 660,000 US dollars for each and American shipping becomes a main target for attack 
· 1786 – agreement with Morocco: they do take some steps to protect their trade to the Mediterranean however they back off with making deals with other states
· The entire US budget was about 50,000 which all went to Morocco 
· In the 2 closing years of the 18th century, dozens of ships were captured and over 150 Americans were enslaved on the Barbary coast

American captivity narratives
· Start to see more captivity narratives they become very big sellers 
· This rouses public opinion and it becomes the nation’s first hostage crisis
· Many of the narratives then emerge and many of them are fictional (some may derive from actual accounts that happened, often dramatized in the form of plays)
· Slaves in Algiers published by Susanna Rowson in 1794 uses the existence of white slavery abroad to celebrate the freedom of citizens living in the new constituted United States, pushes her notion to recognize the equality for women and the cruelty that is seen in the Barbary states

1798 – A Journal of Captivity and sufferings of John Foss, an American Several years a prisoner in Algiers
· One of the most authentic accounts to proceed Rowson, about an American who was captured off the Barbary coast
· Sets out sail in 1793 where he is captured by Algerian pirates
· In this narrative, he paints Islam as a blood thirsty religion, uses invocative language to help stir the public opinion to agree with the governments decisions to launch military expeditions on the Barbary coast
· Rest of his narrative describes his hostage situation 
· Speaking ill of the religion a slave would be burned or impaled 
· After years he and his mates are bailed out by an American administer who is there to negotiate a treaty

Captivity and sufferings of Maria Martin 
· 1806 -1818
· Goes through 12 editions and 9 different publishes
· Probably one of the most popular fictional accounts 
· Graphic account of this woman’s imprisonment in Algier 
· Not actually real, all imagined
· Spoke a particular story about female captivity (the more graphic and gruesome the better)
· Of the fabricated true accounts there were powerful influential factors to protect its trading in that part of the world and to defend the right of liberty that this new nation supposedly stood for
· There was still hypocrisy because of the African slave trade at the turn of the 19th century
· Did stir some patriotic zeal and forced the American government to act, the American response was to ask merchants to operate in convoys and eventually lead to sending a new inexperienced navy to the area to protect American interests
· In 1795 Algiers demanded 1 million dollars which was 1/6 of the entire American budget (safe to say Barbary state was overstepping) then this lead to the option of spending the 1 million annually or putting it towards a powerful navy and send that over there

An act to provide a Naval Armament 
· 1794 – Congress passes the Naval Act which creates the first permanent standing naval force (not just in the time of war)
· 1798 – Department of the navy is formed and 3 more riggets are formed to prevent further attacks on American shipping and to end the Barbary states demands for tribute

USS constitution – Old Ironsides Launched 1797
· World’s oldest commissioned vessel still afloat 

“Millions for defense but not one cent for tribute” 
· Presidents Thomas Jefferson and James Madison (believed it was better to go on the offensive)
· Refused to pay protection money
· And signals the actions of First Barbary War/ Tripolitan War (1801-1805) some of the first actions of the American Marine force
· First US military conflict fought on foreign soil
· President Thomas Jefferson refuses a demand from Tripoli to send a tribute which would lead to Tripoli’s declaration of war on the US
· Jefferson sends the US navy (USS enterprise) to Tripoli he engages and defeats the corsair vessel Tripoli, following that there is a blockade between 1802 and 1803 
· During the conflict to follow the USS Philadelphia runs aground, October 1803, its captain, Captain William Bainbridge and his crew are taken hostage and the vessel USS Philadelphia is used as a gun battery against the Americans 
· In 1805 there was a peace treaty which allowed American shipping to no longer be attacked and release of their slaves

LT. Stephen Decatur February 16th 1804 (leads a daring and successful mission to board the USS Philadelphia and set it fire, which allowed the rest of the fleet to move closer and continue to bombard)
· Admiral Lord Nelson when he heard about these achievements he considered Decatur as one of the bravest acts of the age
· Under the command of Presley O’Bannon, they land in Egypt and march overland they take Derna (fortress) at Tripoli in May 1805 
· In June the Bey is willing to sign a peace treaty in that the Americans still pay 60,000 to have all their American slaves returned in return for free passing of American ships

In 1806 a monument s carved in Italy and sent back to US: Tripoli monument US Naval Academy Annapolis, MD which signals the beginning of the modern US days. 


History 2188: Lecture 9

Tribute does not equal ransom
· coming out of the treaty= mixed signal 
· Americans are still willing to pay ransom for hostages
· By 1807 the US focus shifts because they’re neutral during the Napoleonic Wars. Another infringement on the Americans rights in international waters because 1807 there is a high-profile incident of chest peak and the British navy begins to board American vessels, this is indicative of invasion of their American rights in the international waters 
· The war of 1812 and 1814, Americans and American troops, land forces and navy are primarily assembled to defend the US and go on the offensive to attack the British which means American vessels are without protection and Barbary states begin to attack American shipping, while America is distracted
· We begin to see more Americans become hostages

Second Barbary War/ Algerian War, 1815-1816 
· US fleet has two squadrons that buy these veteran naval commanders with 10 warships (5 warships in each squadron), they’re lead by the Veterans of the first war (Decataur and William Mainbridge) 
· They take a couple of ships on the route to the Algiers
· Decataur squadron threatens the destruction of Tripoli before negotiation begin in June and by July they agree to peace with the US 
· Beside exchanging captive, the treaty guarantees no further tributes and grants the US shipping rights in the Mediterranean 
· British and Dutch fleet conduct a combined bombardment 9 hour of the Algiers (the last of the 3 states to hold out) this results in the return of over 1000 of Christian slaves due to the negotiation with the Beylerbeyi his promise not to enslave Christians anymore which would diminish the Barbary threat.
· Small parts of piracy occurring in Asia and in the Barbary, this would usher in a period where European settlements are building their colonies (age of militarisms, colonization and nationalism)
· Development of professional navies and big guns

French conquests
· French conquest Algiers (becomes French colony), 1830s 
· Tripoli directly ruled by Ottoman Empire, 1835 continues to 1911 which it becomes an Italian colony
· French conquest Tunisia, 1881

Congress bans importation of slaves, 1807
· The churches that had be raising funds for ransoms 
· Churches would instead shift their focuses to prevent slavery 
· Between 1525-1866 12.5 million African slaves had been shipped
· Efforts to end the slave labour 


Imperial China 
· Qin Dynasty (221-206) BCE, construction of great wall of china debatably started here
· Sui Dynasty (581-618 C) you have Emperor Wen, he unites the sovereign states and posts a central authority over them
· Tang Dynasty (618-907) referred to as the high point of Chinese civilization, a lot of stability 
· Song Dynasty (960-1279) there’s a measure of stability and prosperity
· Ming Dynasty (1368-1644): extended imperial powers to the coastal states, local rulers who do not obey the imperial orders to cease their piracy activities, this becomes a golden age for China, construction of great wall of dynasty of the wall we know today. Voyages of Zheng He, 1405-1433 said to reach West Coast North America in the early part of the 15th century. Piracy continues to exist, unable to invade the coastal settlements Chinese government implements a policy that pays the local rulers to control piracy in their own waters (lead to success). 
· Manchu/ Qing Dynasty (1644-1912) just before the 1st world war

Manchu/Qing Dynasty (1644-1912)
· Piracy was highly organized (weren’t just one off pirate vessels operating independently like in the Caribbean or Newfoundland) 
· Often were congregated in fleets rather than 
· Instead of occupying small havens like Madagascar they would actually take over huge sections of the coast line 
· Would take over large stretches of coast lines, the would take over and rule those sections 
· They would rule as independent states 
· Their strength lay in numbers they would have regional rulers
· For nearly 500 years’ pirates preferred to attack the zones between China and Japan or China and the Philippines increasingly Europeans became caught up in that
· Vessel of choice was junk/junco/djong

Junk/junco/djong
· Originated from Indonesian
· Pirate junks were converted from trading junks 
· Have crews up to 200 men some of the largest were 100 feet
· Had ample cargo hold allowing them to stay at sea for a long time 
· Below decks were different as well they usually had multiple compartments which offered protection from flooding 
· Reliable vessel quite fast and could hold a lot they were suited for the South China sea

Cheng Chi-Lung (Zheng Zhilong) 1604-1661
· Chinese war lord
· Cheng Chi-Lung was an example of piracy and politics being intertwined in especially in this period 
· Closed door policy spurs smuggling, black-market activity particularly in the coastal provinces (avoidance of tight control)
· Led first large scale Chinese pirate empire 
· He operates from Fukian/ Fujian province, combines his role as a pirate leader and province administrator he’s a leading merchant trader and he’s even admiral in the imperial navy (similar to Buccaneers and Caribbean in the sense their crimes were overlooked to a certain extent because of their skills/ ranking) he begins a Chinese apprenticeship (with a Chinese trader that interacted with the Dutch) this is how he becomes familiar with the European trades
· In 1623 he takes over the outfit from his master
· Establishes himself in Taiwan and moves his base because he begins to challenge the Dutch who are expanding in the world and wants to avoid getting caught up in the rivalry, one of his most daring raids was in the Yangtze river raids it was very successful and secured his label as the master of the Chinese seas. Within decade following his attack his vessel would cruise as far as the Vietnamese coast and as far north of the Yellow river. So much so any merchant owners were forced to pay his protection money with his expansion. Later in 1641 the Ming emperor needed his help to conquer a revolt. He appoints Chi-Lung as admiral of the waters his main job was to suppress piracy (prevented smuggling things in from Europe) Zheng receives a 3-year salary. They capture Beijing and prompt the emperor to commit suicide in 1644. Zheng continues to exert his influence; he aligns himself with the Ming successor Prince Tang in 1645 (the new emperor) he rules the whole province in the name of the Ming dynasty but in 1649 he is persuaded to change sides he allows the Manchus to take control and his actions really correspond to the end of the Ming dynasty and he is rewarded by the Manchu dynasty. He remains control of these areas he’s taken over for 2 decades until he is called to Beijing in 1661 to answer for the actions of his son 

Zheng Chenggong= Koxinga (1624-1662)
· Lord with the imperial surname 
· Led a powerful resistance against the Manchu dynasty and his father is held accountable for his sons deeds and the father is executed for that reason making Koxinga seek revenge 
· He would become very successful and expand his father’s empire and become one of the strongest maritime powers in the southwest China sea
· Koxinga becomes commander of pirates fleet and becomes increasingly aggressive against the Manchu’s he leads a series of raids and amphibious attacks against Manchu territories he moves his operations to the Amoy islands just off the coast of the province that his father is in charge of which would later become an ideal base the Manchu’s are eventually dominating the main land’s however Koxinga is ruling the seas (grows his pirate empire) continues his father’s operation of demanding protection money from coastal villages up and down the coast (from Korea to Vietnam) picks up a reputation of becoming ruthless which aids him in his practice (also discourages resistance)
· Unlike his father’s notion to keep his distance especially from the Dutch, Koxinga was prepared to take on the Dutch
· He did so off the Pengo islands (Japan) and a new Dutch colony Taiwan (Fermosa) for a good decade Koxinga maintains control over the coastal waters 
· Controlled waters from Mekong Delta to Yangtze River
· He leads a pirate fleet in 1659 up the Yangtze river to the Manchu capital of Nanking, where he would have some success however his vessel gets trapped as he gets closer to Nanking (gets drawn in by the Manchu’s), Koxinga manages to escape however he finds himself on the defensive for the first time and this is when his father is recalled to Beijing where his father is executed
· His naval force is severely weakened and appeared that the Manchu’s would use their resources to perform an all-out force attack on Koxingas base in Amoy islands. 
· The loss of his father also played great significance in the sense that the he could have aided his son as an ally 
· After hearing about his father’s execution he decided to launch an amphibian attack on Formosa (Dutch colony)

Koxinga takes Formosa/ Taiwan 1661-62
· Dutch powerful fortress: Fort Zealandia that defended their main settlement, Orange City (Tainan) 
· Koxinga blockaded the settlement and laid siege to it for 9 months
· Fleet of over 400 pirate junks and an army 2,500 men (sizeable force)
· Including amongst the 2500 men was a special unit of men referred to as the Iron man crops (armoured Samurai) 
· They are eventually struck by thirst, hunger and disease and the governor of the Dutch colony has no other option but to surrender to Koxinga 
· February 1662 the Dutch surrender Formosa to Koxinga he accepts control of the island in the name of the Ming Dynasty 
· The capture for Fermosa is an amazing capture for Koxinga however he does not live long to celebrate seeing as he dies of malaria later that year 
· His son Cheng Zheng he takes over for his father and holds Fermosa for 2 decades and eventually dies in 1681 when the Manchu’s overrun that area

The legend of Koxinga
· Still very highly regarded, in Asia he is depicted as a God by the coastal Chinese (not all the Chinese would perceive him as the same)
· Becomes a figure head for the Anti-Manchu resistance movement
· Defined as sort of a golden age in the history of China
· Statue Xiamen Fujian province
· Shrine Tainan Taiwan: Dedicated to Koxinga which makes Koxinga the only pirate to receive a religious deity (considered to be a God and pirate)

Cheng Yih/ Zheng Yi 1765-1807
· Would create a pirate empire that would rival that of Koxinga 
· Born into the business of piracy, operates in the Vietnamese waters 
· This is considered to be a period of turmoil in Vietnam 
· Tay-son rebels Vietnam are trying to get the rest of land control of the country from the Lords 
· This conflict sets up the rise of Cheng Yih who he leads a face that begins a maritime powerhouse 
· Soon after he rises to power he becomes a threat to the Vietnamese rulers thus in 1801 he moves north to Guangdong (Chinese province) also the center of Chinese opium trade
· He takes control of the smaller fleets he comes across the coast and begins to unite these forces as he moves (North, East) 
· In April 1804, he takes on the Portuguese he blockades the port for 2 months and he defeats a squadron that was set to defeat or breakthrough the blockade.
· This promotes British intervention along with their allies begin to escort shipping in the waters of Hong Kong and Macao
· The threat of Cheng Yih intensifies in 1805 he forms a pirate confederation (unite Chinese operations in the south China sea into one mighty pirate empire)

Cheng Yih’s Pirate Empire 
· 1805 confederation formed 
· Would be divided into six fleets: black; white; red; blue; yellow; green (Olympic rings)
· Ensure that fleets will not become rivals of each other (or interfere) 
· Cheng Yih’s original fleet, Red flag fleet: 200 pirate junks based in Canton (now Guangzhou)
· 1807 – Yih dies; fleet= 600 junks and 30,000 men (by his death his force had tripled) he had developed one of the largest pirate fleets in the South China sea or anywhere in 1807 
· Since Cheng Yih can gather other forces from different confederations it is estimated that he can call on up to 150,000 men and 12,000 junks (certainly the largest pirate confederation in all of history) 
· Protection money was demanded from Chinese merchants and coastal communities 
·  Chinese government (Manchu/Qing Dynasty) had failed miserably in the attempts to deal with piracy they were trying to protect their trading route from Europeans and mass smuggling that was occurring 
· The imperial response largely depended on the cooperation and support from provincial governors (however governors benefited more when they would cooperate with pirates) 
· Threat of imperial authorities were no match for Cheng Yih (he would form large alliances)
· Cheng Yih would avoid and discourage (entire pirate confederation) to avoid confrontation with European powers, he’s concerned a more united European force would be harder to fend off in 1807
· Cheng Yih is at the height of his power when he dies in November of 1807 he is washed overboard in a storm which leaves his wife to become his successor of leading the fleets (manages to keep pirate confederation intact)

Lady Cheng/ Cheng I Sao/ Madam Cheng 1775-1844
· Wife of Cheng Yih 
· Prostitute pirate (how she meets Cheng Yih) she is apparently taken forcefully 
· 1801 marries Cheng Yih
· 1807 – assumes control Red Flag Fleet
· Chang Po – Cheng’s adopted son
· Skilled and fierce 
· Fleet strength= built the Red Flag Fleet up to 800 junks 
· Dominated coast from Hainan to Formosa
· Unlike her husband who wanted to stay away from European powers she was not intimidated, September 1809 captures 7 British sailors for about 11 weeks
· Richard Glasspoole captivity narrative he leads an account for his experiences
· 19,000 pounds 2 chests of opium and gun powder 2 bails of cloth and a telescope to secure his ransom

From extermination to Pacification 
· Carrot and stick approach 
· 1810 – amnesty for Lady Cheng

Governor of Wongdon declares war on pirates, requests the assistance of European powers in exchange for the more access to the ports. Resettles 1000 and depopulates certain areas that tend to be rife in piracy (move them inland and make them farmers). Also depriving pirates of their crucial shore base services (need shore base services to function like to bring in loot, somewhere to lay low and get more provisions). His Cantonese fleet was made up of European warships and a flotilla of fire ships and he aims to clear the water of pirates and within a year he has made a lot of progress. Then comes the carrot the empire offers a pardon (similar to King George) and offers a pardon on very generous terms (converts pirates to pirate hunters or providing information on the whereabouts of pirate hiding locations just like with the Sicilian pirates. One of the first to accept the pardon was Cheng Poh (lady Cheng’s lover). He takes most of the red fleet with him in 1810 and Cheng Poh becomes a pirate hunter and actively pursues his comrades, and this would prove to be a big blow for Lady Cheng because she had just been appointed the leader of the pirate confederation which is falling apart. By April of 1810 Lady Cheng accepts the pardon. Lady Cheng was allowed to retain a small force of ships and remains an influence figure in Wongdon. For the next 30 years she supposedly ran the biggest smuggling operation of opium on the Chinese coast until she dies in 1844 in Canton (becomes a central figure in Chinese history not only for understanding piracy but for understanding women and Chinese society). Her role is quite opposite to the usual domestic role of a woman. Lady Cheng represented cunning intelligence and negotiation abilities.

Piracy in the eastern seas decline dramatically over the 19th century, the Chinese policy of bribing regional officials and the carrot and stick approach seems to be effective. From the 1820s to the 1860s there’s a surge of Chinese piracy in South East Asian waters, but the main reason for the upsurge in piracy is due to a wedge that has been created between China and the European powers. 

First Opium War (1839-1842)
· Increasing tension between the two was because of the import of opium aboard British ships and the Chinese would begin to the British carrying the opium and the British react with their military force and this initiates the conflict of the first opium war.
· Ends with the Chinese having to decide to take an embarrassing agreement that would further open up China to European trade and influence
· Hong Kong island is occupied in 1841 and is formally controlled by the British in 1842
· Canton becomes an open port by 1843 it’s becomes the center of opium trade where it is consistently smuggled and trafficked to other ports along the Chinese coast
· Smuggling encourages piracy 

Second Opium War (1856-1860)
· Puts Britain and France against the Qing dynasty and results in the further granting of trading privileges to Europeans
· Ultimately it’s the western military security in terms of iron, steel, larger more accurate guns and artillery puts an end to piracy in these waters
· The west would step up their game by indulge in in anti-piracy campaigns in the 1860s 
· Stepped up attempts of the Europeans and Japanese to expand their influence/ power/ control in other parts of the world particularly in China and South East Asia in the 19th century
· The Europeans would place immediate pressure on Chinese authorities to crack down on anything that was going against their wishes 

April/ May 1891 – Execution of the Namoa (named after a ship that was taken by pirates, they executed the British captain, it was a merchant trading vessel) pirates, Fowloon city, China
· Led to 2 massive beheadings in April and May
· The attack had led to a real sense of anxiety, insecurity and outrage amongst those foreign communities and ones that were involved in doing business with China
· For Western nations piracy becomes a crime and a symbol of backwardness (barbaric) however this is not seen the same way in China and South East Asia all together, eventually the attitude is piracy is an obstacle to achieving modernization in China therefore piracy must be stopped/ stamped out all together
· West would use anti-piracy operations to justify colonial operations to satisfy its imperial ambitions, they begin to classify rebels and such as pirates
· Piracy has pretty much ended up by the 19th century however raiding by sea has not 

Commerce Raiders and U-boats
· Usually occurs during the time of war
· Occurred during American Civil war where the Confederates would engage in such activity
· In the opening year of the 1st World War Germany is criticized for conducting piratical activities on neutral ships according to the U-boat policy 
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Modern Piracy
· Pirates played role in development of China and Southeast Asia
· Most notably in the Ming and 
· Growth of European colonialism in Africa and Asia brought navies and the government states having to do something about it, therefore crack down on piracy 
· Piracy still occurs on today’s oceans and there are still victims of pirates

Incidents of piracy around the world:
· 1985 50 incidents of piracy 
· 1998 – 200 
· 2003 – 445
· 2011 – 439
· 2013 – 264
· 2016 – 41
· Has been on decline over the years but still do occur 

International Chamber of Commerce – ICC
· ICC doesn’t take into account small crafts
· Keeps track on incidence of piracy around the world
· Explain the date, number of persons, boats and a description of what happened 
· These numbers are on registered ships, not including yachts, private boats etc 
· Many people do not report all the details with the pirates as they try to deal with them by their own means 
· A lot of the attacks occur near Africa and Strait of Malacca 
· Pirate hot spots – attacks where they are most common
· South China sea, Somalia, Gulf of Aden, Indonesia, Bangladesh, West Africa, Nigeria, Philippines, Brazil, Venezuela 
· Strait of Malacca
· Third of all attacks since 1985
· Between Malaysia and Indonesia
· Very busy, a lot of traffic more than 50,000 ships a year pass through these waters
· One of most dangerous stretches of water in the world 
· ¼ of the world’s oil supply passes through here (11 million barrels a day)
· Ships have to slow down, especially through the night because of the traffic and weather, therefore vulnerable 
· Well-armed pirates operating in fast speed boats or inflatables
· Usually small scale attacks and didn’t warrant any large scale punitive expedition 
· Higher amount of attacks since ww2

Reasons for this…
What’s behind rise in modern piracy?
· Socio economics, out of work sailors
· Smaller navies (most governments do not own large navies anymore)
· Leads to a lack of ability to put out regular naval patrol
· Focus more on themselves and their own area rather than everywhere else 
· This leaves merchant ships on their own
· The ‘hot spots’ are very large geographical areas, therefore cannot patrol the whole area therefore do not do it
· Do not have the resources or will to go on pirate hunting expeditions especially the areas where these hot spots are, such as Africa 
· Shrinking resources and defensive budgets
· Pirates access to modern technologies and weapons
· Advantages of technology 
· GPS, radio, automatic weapons, high powered boats
· Their attacks are buccaneer style like attacks
· Failed states
· Lack of international cooperation
· Lack of regulation on high seas 
· Lack of interest, source of good will and resources 

Response
· Kill them 
· Pay them off 
· International cooperation in patrolling waters
· Anti-piracy patrols= relatively successful (Spec ops)
Since 2003 the number of pirate attacks have decreased – why? 
· Presence of anti-piracy patrols on these hot spots
· Meeting piracy with force
· Large scale intelligence gathering, such as drones because it is much cheaper than having aircraft ready, patrolling these large stretches of ocean 
· More sharing between intelligence organizations worldwide
· High profile incidents of special forces teams being used 
· Since the end of cold war in 1990s, global trade has blossomed and a lot of the products are produced in the east which means these products must go a long way to get to the west
· The pirates also do their own intelligence and figure out when would be best to attack
· Non-reporting incidents of pirates – “ransom drops” or “electronic funds transfer” are used as well
· The average ransom 3-5 million to the Somalia pirates

Another area of concern of pirate hot spots is the Somalian Coast, and Gulf of Aden
· 2005 off coast of Somalia
· Seaborne Spirt, 2005
· German built cruise ship attacked by 2 speed boats which were launched from a larger mother ship
· Machine guns and RPG’s
· The cruise ship keeps them from boarding
· Abrupt turning maneuvers to cause waves to try and push the boats over 
· Long range acoustic device – a sonic gun which emits powerful sound waves

Tons per man ratios
· 1500s to 1860s
· 5 to 18 tons per man
· Ships between 150 tons and 700 tons
· 1860s to 2000s
· 5,000 to 6,000 tons per man
· Merchant ships average 24,000 tons
· Tankers/cargo ships average 100,000 tons
· There are now less men that man a vessel 
· In times of war, numbers were high because wanted to protect but now crews are smaller, this means have more goods to protect 
· Crews of 8-20 at most now a day 
· Average from 6-12
· Few crew members needed to operate the ship and fewer men mean more vulnerable

Mounting a defense
· Water cannon mounted on railings of vessels
· Can be controlled in the ship from the control room
· Fire hoses
· L-rad (acoustic gun) – sonic gun 
· Blasts sound waves at enemy
· Lasers 
· On the railings, curved over hangs so grappling hooks cannot catch on it
· Barbed wire, broken glass on the deck
· Ladder cages with lock
· Slippery deck foam 
· There are also safe rooms to go and hide
· These all delay pirates and may force them to abandon 
· Arming these vessels and men can be expensive 
· They feel they are getting paid for a certain job, to deliver or receive, not defend the cargo 
· Many vessels that are equipped with cannon or weapons can be refused entry to some ports 

Somalia 
· Lack of a functioning government, therefore can use this country as base
· International community has a hard time regulating what goes on in a 3rd world country without foreign intervention
· Lack of authority, therefore international community cannot even help
· Attacks generally occur within a 12-mile limit of a harbor and are deemed to be local attacks rather than international attacks
· Piracy is traditionally defined as a tax on the high seas
· UN nations defines piracy as illegal acts committed acts on the high seas as an individual 
· Many incidents occur in a harbor or local waters, therefore its referred to as a local crime
· Confusion on who the good guys are – Somalia marines, Somalia coastal defence force have been known to take bribes and ransoms and actually help the pirates 
· Another issue to consider is unclear definition of piracy and how the term is used with terrorism 
· Since 9/11 there has been seen little difference between the 2 terms
· Western government and medias see little difference between the two crimes 
· Many in the international community refer to the bombing of the USS Cole as a terrorist attack
· In Aiden harbour by Islamic suicide bombers
· Considered it to be an act of piracy 
· The west begins to consider pirate acts as the works of terrorists
· Maritime Terrorism (a new term): “a piratical act intended to influence a government of group of individuals” 
· Piracy is seen as a tool for the terrorist, cause fear, disruption in government, ransoms paid are used to purchase sophisticated weapons
· Most of these high profile attacks are motivated by profit and not political gain
· More acts of taking crew members as hostages – held until ship owners paid for release
· Modern pirates acting like the Sicilians and the Barbary pirates 
· There are more of an economic motive for the pirates, rather than political, but do still see a sense of political involved 


PIRACY=TERRORISM
· 2006 – 255 pirate attacks, 188 take hostages, 77 involved kidnapping
· Hostage taking is generally just economic, once money payed the hostages are released
· HOWEVER, kidnapping can be political as well as economic, they will hold captives to make a point
· 2007 oil workers kidnapped to disrupt oil production
· Pirates wanted to cause political instability
· 2007 Iranian National Guard take British servicemen
· An act of piracy because they were not in Iranian waters
· Political motives NOT economic
· Maritime terrorism- piratical act intended to influence a gov’t a group of individuals
· Tamil Tigers- Sri Lankan terrorists
· ISIS- Scum of the earth, attacked tourists in port, militias sympathetic to ISIS reinstated pirates on the Barbary coast
· Militants with ISIS are working with 
· ISIS could prove to be an economic danger to tourist activities, leisure sailing, and drive up the cost of living for Europeans

REASONS FOR PIRACY
· Failed states
· Poverty
· Corrupt governance
· Absent/weak navies
· Little counter measures 
· Rich trade routes are easy pickings 

Pirates in Popular Culture
· Film becomes most influential means of displaying piracy 
· They are distorted images and displays of piracy

Pop culture
· Plays (the successful pirates
· Books written in the 18th/19th century
· Victorian era adventure novels (Peter pan, treasure island, etc.)
· Earlier years of the 20th/21st century FILMS
· The romance and the spectacle offer Hollywood a popular and enduring genre
· BLACKS BEARD’S GHOST 
· Romanticized version of pirates used in movies to appeal to the public
· Most refer to golden age of piracy

Popular Myths 
· Romanticizing the era of pirates
· Creates popular perceptions of pirates
· Treasure Island book, Peter Pan
· Fictional way of pirates
· Eye patch, pegged leg
· The slang of pirates
· Pirates are in a rose tinted view (romanticized version of pirates used in movies to appeal the public.
· Pirates seen as romantic hero’s, rebels against authority 
· Most refer to golden age of piracy 

Romanticized 
Long John Silver
· “Fifteen men on a dead man’s chest, Yo ho ho and a bottle of rum, Drink and the devil had done for the rest, Yo ho ho and a bottle of rum
· Pirates are seen as romantic heroes and rebels against authority
· “The subject of piracy has been romanticized and glamorized has been embellished to the point that falsity has overtaken reality”
· 
Howard Pyle, Book of Pirates – 1921
· Known for depiction of other hero’s
· King Arthur, robin hood 
· Animated illustrations 
· First instance of what a pirate would look like 
· Borrowed from earlier works from piracy and the inaccuracies but has images that depict these rovers of the sea – pirates 



Myth and Reality
· Motivation?
· Economic want was main motivation/ to plunder for wealth
· Personal economic gain is primary motive
· Some to achieve freedom from an oppressive government or society and some may have wanted revenge, were outcasts of the society
· Lifelong criminals and of course Lunatics (Ned Lowe)
· Racial equality
· Romantic: Pirates didn’t see skin colour as a problem
· Reality: Pirates actively participated and facilitated the sale of slaves
· There were slaves who ended up turning pirate
· It is said more of this happened when they needed crew members, did not do this to promote racial equality 
· There were many crews made up of many different races
· Violent rogue’s vs principal heroes
· Were they heroes or villains
· Answer: They were a little bit of both 
· Horrific accounts of Asian pirates 
· Democracy
· Partially accurate
· More democratic than the areas that they came from
· Voting and elections – majority ruled (used to elect captains)
· Pirates divided spoils a lot more evenly than most societies in that day and they would refer to the dividing as redistribution of wealth
· 1 vote per man – ex. Black Bart elected to take over after crew owner died and Lady Cheng elected head of pirate empire (other elected captains; Calico Jack, Jan Janszoon, Lady Cheng and Black Bart)
· Articles = established rules of order
· Article “The Pirate Code” – Bartholomew Roberts
· 1. Every man shall have an equal vote in affairs of the moment
· 10. The captain and the quarter master shall each receive 2 shares of the prize, the master gunner (make sure firing right) and boatswain (immediate supervisor of crew), one and a half shares, all other officers one and one quarter and private gentlemen of fortune obtains 1 share
· Pirate articles found to be more egalitarian 
· Compensation and insurances to sailors ex. “No man shall talk of breaking up their way of living till each has a share of 1,000, every man who shall become a cripple or lose a limb in the service shall have 800 pieces of eight from the common stock and for lesser hurts proportionately”
· Utopian society?
· Does not hold for pirates, ultimately are economically driven
· They do not want to rule or govern others, they don’t believe in equality of others
· They want to get themselves rich and set themselves up 
· Didn’t want to be like everyone else
· Didn’t want to live in a socialist system where there was no private property
· Society which they came had ruling elites, etc. 
· Well aware that they existed because of the society they are rebelling against
· Aren’t in it to improve living conditions of everyone, or peace on earth
· Wanted to be on top without having to rule
· Communist/Marxist? Seen that pirates were distributing wealth they took from their capitalist masters and was a popular concept in the 1980’s and 1990’s.
· In reality pirates were financially driven
· Films have been with us since 1914
· Are not accurate depictions of pirates…
· The way they dress, the history etc.
· The buried treasure legend
· Originates with captain Kidd
· Did bury treasure for short time in Caribbean as he was arrested
· Left share with friend, and used as a bargaining ship for his release
· They tracked down his friends and seized his shares
· This spread rumours they Kidd must have been burying treasures all along, along with all other pirates as well
· So many fake treasure maps in USA, that they published a book 
· Captain Kidd name has been used to make money ever since
· “treasure island”, trading cards, comic books, kid books, board games, models, action figures
· Although false depictions and romanticized, it moves pirates from crime to fun and old
· Pirates of the Caribbean 
· Relies on action sequences
· Sees pirates as exciting and libertarian lifestyles 
· Neglects the gritty reality of life as an outlaw 
· Similar to Cowboy/Western movies 


