PSCI 1200

Review questions to help you study. Answers do not need to be very long.

1. What are some of the big empires and/or civilizations that rose and fell over the course of history up to the end of World War One? 

Chinese dynasties:
Chou: General Sun Tzu, wrote in 400 BC, but still relevant today. Period of warring states, china was in constant warfare. He said warfare can be done through deception manoeuver, if you can win the war without any battle, smart manoeuver warfare.


Manchu: The Manchu dynasty was the one that came into power in the 1700 and was the one that fell by ww1. was the largest empires in the world, was falling by 1800,
Han: Great Wall of China, It was built to keep out nomadic people and to make sure to keep their people safe. Over the next 800 years China was ruled by different dynasties.
Middle East and South Asia:
Egyptian empires (along the Nile river)
Assyrian and Persian empires, 

Indus River civilizations, only discovered in the 20's, 

The Harappa, and the Mohenjo-Daro, India.
Greek civilizations: The Peloponnesian War, Thucydides (exiled Athenian general), Melian dialogue, Milos is a small island that wanted to stay neutral, and Athens said no.
Europe: Roman empire (300 -500 AD):
Western Roman Empire (fell 500 AD) the west was politically united for 500 years, was able to expand and control its empires, Machiavelli studies the empire because it was so well organized. But there were problems, analogies of the US and the roman empire. The roman empire over extended itself and fell. The roman empire split into two halves, capital in Rome and capital in Byzantium, then called Constantinople, and then turkey capital Istanbul.
Eastern Roman Empire (Byzantine Empire, fell in 1453): Carolingian Empire (Charlemagne 800 AD), the pope was still in Rome, the pope had nobody to protect him, so he crowned Charlemagne to protect him, but he wasn’t in Rome, he was in western part of Germany, barbarian. The center of power moved from the Mediterranean region, to northern Europe. Carolingian empire disintegrated and feudalism came into being.
Africa:
•   
Nile tributaries from 900 BC onwards
•   
Trading empires
Americas:
The Mayan Civilization dominated for 1000 years.

Civilizations in Mexico and Andes. Aztecs, and ncas
 

2. What are three main factors attributed to the rise of the modern state as the primary international actor? To what year is the modern state system dated?

The State System, the rise of the modern state:

The split between the protestant and catholic world, end of church and state, in the 1600's

Expansion of power into larger and larger empires. Monarchies became constitutional in order to control the expanding states. 

Modern State system:
Thirty Years’ War, mainly within Germany (between Catholics and protestants)

Peace of Westphalia, 1648

They were fighting each other but especially but also rejecting the strength of the Roman Holy emperor.? 
States become accepted international actor, these states become the norm and accepted throughout the world. 

3. Briefly discuss the main ideas of the following people: Thucydides, Sun Tzu, Clausewitz, Machiavelli, Thomas Hobbes and Immanuel Kant.

Thucydides (s460-400 BCE): regarded as the greatest classical Greek historians, mainly because of his account of the Peloponnesian war between Athens and Sparta. Thucydides himself was an exiled Athenian general who decided to record events for posterity; his exhaustive and dramatic account can be read as a Greek tragedy, the story of virtue and deceit, and an early exploration of the origins of war. His themes are applicable across time, space and culture, Thucydides sought to draw themes and generalizations about the origin of all wars to offer a historical lesson to those who read it in the future. For Thucydides “the growth in the power of Athens, and the alarm it inspired in Sparta, made war inevitable.” He thus identified the cause of war in the fear provoked by shifts in the distribution of power across the Greek city states. His focus on the importance of power is most graphically illustrated in the Melian dialogue in which the powerful Athenians say to the less powerful Melians, “for you you know as well as we do that right..is in question only between equals in power, while the strong do what they can and the weak suffer what they must.” Thucydides also reflected on the role of the prominent individuals in the course of events, and he is considered one of the intellectual founders of political realism.
Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527):

Machiavelli was a civil servant and diplomat in the republic of Florence during the 15th and 16th centuries, when city states vied for power and influence in what is now Italy. Advising the rulers of Florence during its struggle was Machiavelli’s profession. When Florence fell in 1512, Machiavelli was without a job, and he spent the final years of his life writing books, including his most famous works, “The Prince” and “The Discourses.” Drawing heavily on his examinations of the Greek and roman writings as well as his own experience as a diplomat, he wrote of power, alliances and the causes of conflict in the Italian city-state system. Much of what he wrote aimed at leaders, or princes of states, advising them on the principles of statecraft, the conduct of their affairs with other princes, the importance of military force, and the lessons of historical experience. For Machiavelli the security and survival of the state was the paramount concern of the prince, all other concerns were subordinated to this objective. The ends, the security of the state, justified the means necessary to achieve this objective. The Machiavellian approach to politics has often been criticized as amoral. However, Machiavelli argued that that rulers must do what is in the best interest of the state; to do otherwise would in fact be immoral. Machiavelli also stressed that his advice was based not on ethical principles or vision of the world as it should be or ought to be, but rather on the way the world was, according to historical and contemporary evidence. to act as one felt the world out to be, as opposed to how the world really was, would be a recipe for disaster. In the study of IR, Machiavelli’s emphasis on interests, power and the conduct of statecraft is inseparable from the realpolitik tradition of political realism; he also engaged in the formal study of military strategy, and would have a lasting effect on strategic studies as well.
Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679):

Hobbes was an English political philosopher who wrote in the turbulent years of the early 17th century, which were dominated by the thirty years’ war in Europe. In England, parliament was asserting its power against the monarchy, which would eventually lead to the English civil war, and Hobbes, a royalist, was compelled to flea to France for 8 years. In his writing, Hobbes primarily focused on politics within the state. In his most famous work, leviathan, he depicted the condition of humanity in a hypothetical “state of nature” that would exist in the absence of governmental authority. This condition, he argued, would be characterized by anarchy, “a war of every one against every one, “in which there would be” continual fear and danger of violent death”; and the life of man, solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short”. This condition could be avoided only by the creation of the leviathan, a state or ruler who would establish and maintain order. Without order, there could be no civilization. Realists often describe international relations as a Hobbesian state of nature that lack a Leviathan in the form of a world government or a dominant power to impose order. Like individuals in a state of nature, states exist in an anarchic environment, in war of everyone against everyone, in which suspicion, distrust, conflict and war are inevitable. In such a “Self Help” world, states must pursue their individual self interests.
Sun Tzu: was a warrior philosopher in 4th century (BCE) China. His classic test the Art of War, is one of the most influential books on strategy ever written. The art of war was evidently composed during the warring states period in china. Characterized by competition, shifting alliance, and warfare between the kings who struggled for power in the later years of the Chou dynasty. Sun Tzu drew heavily on Chinese philosophy, in particular, the Taoist works of I Ching (book of changes) and Tao Te Ching (the way and its power), and Chinese military practices in writing what is in essence a study of the conduct of completion and conflict on any level, from the interpersonal to the international. Most popularly known for its general advice that to win without fighting is best, the art war emphasizes shunning battle except when victory is assured, avoiding risk, dominating an opponent through psychological means, and using time rather than force to wear an enemy down. The book also includes advice on preparations on war, battle tactics, sieges, maneuvers, and the use of terrain. Much of the advice emphasizes the importance of achieving advantage over one’s enemy before any military engagement. Today, military leaders, politicians, and business executives study the art of war as a window on the political and business approaches of Asian countries and firms. For IR scholars, and realists in particular, the themes in Sun Tzu’s work reflects the nature of politics and power in anarchic environments. Along with Kautilya, Sun Tzu offers evidence of the existence of power politic themes across time, place, and culture.
Karl Von Clausewitz (1780-1831): was a Prussian military officer, instructor, and strategist who rose to the rank of general in the Prussian army and served on the Prussian general staff during the Napoleonic Wars, his most famous work, “On War”, was written after the Napoleonic Wars and his recall to duty in East Prussia in 1830 (he died of cholera in 1831, leaving on war unfinished, although his wife completed the manuscript).virtually unknown when he was alive, Clausewitz had a major influence on all subsequent intellectual thought on war. He viewed war as a timeless phenomenon with its own elements and dynamics. Written in the dialectic and comparative style associated with German idealist philosophy, On War is often misunderstood or misinterpreted. For Clausewitz, war is distinguished from other social activity by its large scale violence, which tends toward absolute war, the highest degree of violence. However, wars usually fall short of this level because they are mitigated by political goals and other characteristics of societies and their economies and governments. Clausewitz believed that even military force had to be subordinate to the military aims and objectives of the state. War, Clausewitz argued, should not be regarded as separate and distinct from peacetime politics among states. Rather, war should be seen as “a continuation of political activity by other means.” In IR theory realists regard On War as an illuminating treatise on the prominence of military instrument in the conduct of statecraft.
4. What were some origins of World War One (discussed in class)? How did the ideas of Alfred Thayer Mahan relate to the outbreak of war?
Origins of WW1:
Her words: 
The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand

Two competing alliances on the continent (Allied Powers and the Axis Powers)
Germany decided to build a navy which Britain wasn’t happy about
Huge standing armies in Britain
The sense of inevitability, the cult of the offensive, (everyone wanted to attack first, stalemate)
The Austro-Hungarian empire was around forever; it was about to fall

Alfred Mahan: naval officer

He wrote about the influence of sea power on history

From his analysis the country that had the biggest and most effective navy won the wars, the Kaiser had that book put on every German ship, so Germany started to build a big navy, some of his thinking influenced the course of German behaviour, to the lead up of WW1.His case studies were: up until the fall of Napoleon.

From the textbook:

-The Triple Alliance: Germany, Austro-Hungary, and Italy
-The Triple Entente: GBR, France and Russia

-The Triple alliance feared encirclement and expansion of Russian power in the Balkans.

-commercial rivalry, disputes over colonial possessions, and a naval arms race between GBR and Germany intensified the antagonism between these two countries.

German planning sought to avoid a two-front war, by attacking and quickly defeating France before turning against Russia.
The mood in most societies was one of extreme nationalism.

· After the assassination of the archduke, Europe began to slide into war.

· Austro-Hungary was concerned about the threats that Serbia posed in the Balkans

· Germany hoping to deter Russian intervention into the Balkans in support of its Serbian ally, issues it’s famous blank cheque in support of Austria.
· Austria then delivered an ultimatum to Belgrade, and then declared war on July 28th 1914.

· Russia fearing Austrian hegemony in the Balkans, mobilized to support Serbia.

· Germany then mobilized and attacked France, through Belgium.

· Germany’s violation of Belgian neutrality brought Great Britain into the war.

· The war assumed a global aspect with Japans declarations of war on Germany.
· The outbreak of fighting between British and German colonial forces in Africa, and the entry into the war of the Ottoman Empire.
· The German offensive into France was conducted according to the carefully crafted Schlieffen Plan, which saw German armies in the West move through Belgium and northern France toward Paris.
· In doing so Germany violated Belgian neutrality, another testament to fate of weak powers in great power politics.

· By October 1914 a front line of trenches, barbed wire and machine guns and artillery extended from the Swiss border to the English Channel.

· Offensives designed to break the stalemate by punching through these defensive lines with long artillery bombardment and massive infantry
·  attacks failed repeatedly with great loss of life.

· Germany embarked on a submarine warfare campaign against merchant ships at sea.  With the exception of the battle of Jutland, the massive battleship fleets that had been built during the Anglo-German naval arms race saw little action.

· The British battle flee did impose a naval blockade against Germany, blocking German access to products and materials from abroad.

· The German decision to to expand the submarine campaign, also brought the United States into the war against Germany on April 6th, 1917.

How did the ideas of Alfred Thayer Mahan relate to the outbreak of war?

American naval strategist. The Kaiser put his book on every ship, in the lead up to ww1, this influenced Germany to build a big navy. The state that had the largest navy wins wars.
most famous work was “The influence of sea power on history 1660- 1783”
influenced he naval doctrines of the United States and the European Imperial Powers, 
His central conclusion was that naval powers, rather than land powers were dominant in history. For Mahan the principles of naval strategy and naval warfare remained constant and these principles pointed to one historical theme. Contrary to land power explanations of world politics, the key to state power lay in powerful naval forces supported by a network of oversees possessions and naval bases. From these possessions and bases, naval forces could dominate the seas, and that dominance would lead to the control of the merchant traffic of the world. The influence of Mahan’s views was felt in Europe, for the struggle for naval mastery between BGR, Germany and the United States, where it provided a rationale for American imperial expansion during and after the Spanish-American War.

5. What was the political situation like in Japan, Italy and Germany in the inter-war period? 
Germany:
Germany has started to default on reparation payments as soon as the 1920’s, but France and GBR wanted Germany to pay the entire cost of the war, since France had the most damage. French government acted unilaterally and invaded the Ruhr valley in 1923.

Within Germany popular resentment against the treaty of Versailles increased. The onset of the great depression devastated the German economy and inflation spiraled out of control, plunging most Germans into misery. It was in this economic and political context that the Nazi part rose to prominence in Germany on a platform of resentment toward the Versailles treaty, renewed German nationalism and anti-Semitism. Under Hitler’s “third Reich” Germany began to rearm at a rapid pace it intervened in the Spanish civil war in 1936 to 39. Sending troops and weapons to support fascist dictator Franco. And in 1938 Germany annexed largely welcoming Austria while also demanding a solution for the Sudetenland Germans, who lived in Czechoslovakia. In Munich the British and French governments sought to appease Hitler and accepted the incorporation of the Sudetenland into the third Reich. This region was also Czechoslovakia’s main line of defence, the annexation left the Czech’s unable to resist any further German expansion. This was not lost on Hitler of course, and in April 1939, Germany occupied the rest of Czechoslovakia. Once again a small state had fallen victim to the power politics of great powers, despite the collective security architecture of the League of Nations. Subsequent German demands for the Danzig region from Poland prompted the British and French into a temporary alliance, but Hitler’s campaign to dominate Europe was well underway. 

Japan:
The interwar period saw the rise of a new power, Japan.

The Meiji restoration of 1868 reopened Japan to the world after 200 years of isolation.
Japan embark on a period of rapid industrialization and and began to expand its empire in Asia. Japan was recognized as a victorious power at the Paris Peace Conference with great power status, and obtained a permanent seat on the council of the League of Nations. However, the great depression hit hard as the rise of trade barriers around the world hurt the trade dependant Japanese economy. militarists would launch several attacks on the government and eventually attain strong influence over Japanese foreign policy. These changes coupled with China’s efforts to recover Manchuria from japan, led to the Japanese fabrication of an attack on a Japanese railway line, which the used as a pretext of a military invasion of Manchuria in 1931. The league of nations failed to respond forcefully, issuing a report in 1933 calling for Chinese control of Manchuria with protection of Japanese interests.
Italy:
The fascist leader Benito Mussolini came to power in Italy in 1922. In 1935 italy invaded and conquered Ethiopia. The League responded with an arms embargo, but all products including oil, coal an steel could still be traded with Italy, and the enforcement of the embargo was never effective.in 1937 Italy withdrew from the League of nations, and annexed Albania in 1939.
What is the difference between a revisionist and status quo power? 

Revisionist states: want to change the balance of power
Status quo powers: are satisfied with the balance and are trying to maintain it.

The revisionist powers of the interwar period: Germany, Italy and Japan, encountered limited resistance to their territorial gains and aggressive acts, because after World War One, nobody wanted to risk another war. The neutralist position of the United States weakened the strength of non-revisionist states. Without US support, countries such as GBR, and France were unable to properly respond to aggression. As a result, the policy toward revisionist countries in particular toward German, became known as appeasement: giving in to the demands of revisionist states in hopes that they would soon be satisfied with their gains, Munich and appeasement would later be vilified as an idealistic failure.
6. Identify some important developments in the Far East during the Cold War that we talked about in class. What is the domino theory and how did this theory impact US policy?

Developments in the far east:

The loss of china in 1949, the communist govt. won.

North Korean invasion of South Korea in 1950.

Rebuilding japan (Meiji restoration)

Vietnam ( the US went into Vietnam to try and stop the domino effect.
The Sino-Soviet split: china and USSR split by 1962 they were fighting border wars, 

 

The Domino theory: If communism is allowed to take over one country the other countries will fall like dominoes. The US went into Vietnam to stop the spread of communism.
7. Identify the central beliefs of the idealist and realist perspectives in international relations. What are three important liberal theories of IR (discussed in class)?
The Idealist Perspective:
On human nature, that it can change. It can be good, cooperation is possible. Realists believe that human nature can’t change.

On social progress is possible and that human society has improved over time.

On war main problem and it has to be prevented 

On institutions

Realist perspectives:

Human nature is bad and wont change,

You can’t trust alliances

You must defend yourself

Military power is most important

Liberal theories: 
Economic interdependence:  the more interdependent they are the less likely they are to cause warfare

Democratic peace theory: is the theory that democracies don’t go to war with each other and if the world contained only states of democracies there would be no war.

International institutions: liberals believe that international institutions matter and these institutions can make a difference. 

8. What were four important Western responses to the rise of Soviet Power in the late 1940s (discussed in class)? 
Responses to soviet power:
 

Containment: the long telegram, the best thing to do is to contain soviet power, to contain it.

The Truman doctrine: Truman said it was now the us policy to support free peoples everywhere.

The marshal plan: the US supported the redevelopment of Europe.

The NATO: coming into existence after the north Korean invasion of south Korea.

How did the ideas of Sir Halford Mackinder impact America’s response to the Soviet Union?

Sir Halford Mackinder (1861-1957): was a British geographer who wrote a famous paper on “the geographical pivot of history,” which he presented to the royal geographical society on 1904. Mackinder argues that the world could be divided into three regions: the heartland (at the center of Eurasia); the interior or marginal ring (Europe, the middle east, and southern and northern Asia), and the ring of island or outer continents (North and south America, Africa, and Australia). For Mackinder, the geographic pivot in world politics was the heartland. From this view he derived the following geopolitical calculation: whoever controls the heartland control the world island (Europe, Asia, and Africa); whoever control the world island controls the world. He concluded that Russia must not be permitted to expand into the lands of the interior ring, as this would lead to Russian world domination. His theory was influential in Europe, particularly in Germany, where it contributed to he geopolitical views of Karl Hausofer, who advocated lebensraum, German territorial expansion eastward. Mackinder’s theory also influenced US strategy to contain the Soviet Union, which already dominated the heartland, during the Cold War. However, Mackinder’s many critics have pointed out that his theory could not explain why tsarist Russia and the Soviet Union had not dominated the world despite controlling the heartland. Nor could his theory explain the dominance of the United States for most of the twentieth century. Others criticize his view as a thinly veiled rationale for the maintenance of the British empire, which controlled territories in the Middle East and Southern Asia and so served as the guardian of the Interior Ring against aggression from the heartland.
9. What is the difference between a collective security organization and a collective defence organization? Give an example of each. Identify the key attributes of a collective security system.

Collective Security vs. Collective defence:
· Inner-oriented vs. externally oriented
· Harmony of interest vs. state interest
· Set response vs. case-by-case calculation
· Key elements of collective security system

· Inner-oriented, everyone is on one team. So you find the aggressor or the problem and then all the other states will come to aid the other countries. 

· Deterrence making sure war doesn’t happen in the first place. 

· “harmony of interest in peace” aggression shown against one and aggression is shown towards all and everyone has the same interest of peace. 

10. What were the main elements of Gorbachev’s plan for reforming the Soviet Union? What are some of the reasons put forward as to why the Soviet Union collapsed?
Gorbachev’s reform plan:

 

Perestroika, Glasnost (open political system), and better relations with the west.

 

Reasons for the collapse of the Soviet Union:
 

Containment and the arms race, launched by the Reagan govt. Gorbachev feared bankruptcy.
The cost of maintaining this big military, imperial overstretch. In charge of defending the Warsaw pact countries.

Domestic decline due to communism

Gorbachev tried to maintain the soviet communist system, while undergoing economic changes., reforms did not work.

11. Name the key institutional components of the League of Nations and the United Nations. Identify three ways in which the UN Charter adapted to the “realities of power” (discussed in class). 

· Institutional components of the UN and the League of Nations:
· Assembly, council, secretariat.
Realities of power:
· Security council preeminent role

· Chapter VI: peacemaking

· Chapter VII: enforcement action

· Article 41 – sanctions

· Article 42 – use of military force

· Veto

· Self-defense 

· Article 51 - “Inherent right of self-defense”

12. What are three kinds of polarity that have been identified in the history of IR? Give an historical example of each. What is power, what are the key tangible elements of state power, and what is the difference between hard and soft power?

The three kinds of Polarity:
Multipolar: concentrations of power, 4 or 5 powers. Existed in the lead up to WW1
Bipolar: two great powers. The Cold War.
Unipolar: one great power, after the end of the cold war, the United states.
Power: the ability to make a state do something they would not otherwise do.

The key tangible elements of state power: things you can touch, military, technological, territory, natural resources, population.

 
Hard power: For realists the most important power is hard power, which emphasizes material measures such as military capabilities, economic size, and resource endowment. Military power is the most important because it is the principle means by which states defend and promote their interests. 
Soft power: the power to get someone else to want what you have, the united states has an open liberal government, the power to get other countries to want that kind of a government.

13. What were the two theories of international organization we discussed in class? What two developments in the 19th century were the sources of today's international organizations, and what did these sources contribute? I don’t know this, look at her notes for week 7.
The two theories of international organizations:
Functionalism/neo-functionalism
 Regime analysis
Functionalism/neo-functionalism:

· David Mittrany, post WWII
· Growing # of tech issues, requiring specialists
· Issues operate across state borders, so need to cooperate
· Cooperation leads to regimes and institutions, and cooperation in other areas
· Importance of state declines
Neo-functionalism:
· Builds on Mittrany
· Uses EU as case study
· Limits of functionalism
· Regional setting
· Technical issues only
·  End of the State?
· Not born out
Regime Analysis:
International regime:
· “set of norms, principles, rules, and decision-making procedures around which actors’ expectations converge”
· Intervening variable between causes and outcomes
 Examples:

· Missile Technology Control Regime
· Hot line
14. What are some reasons that have been put forth as to why communal (intrastate) wars break out (as discussed in class)?

Explaining Intrastate Conflict:
· Structural factors
· Political grievances
· Economic grievances
· Economic development and modernization
· Group perceptions
· Opportunistic politicians
· Desire for autonomy or independence
· Ethnic geography
15. What are some possible origins and causes of terrorism (as covered in class)? 

Terrorism Origins and Causes:
Psychology

Fanaticism

Cycles

Separatism

16. What are the three core principles of a traditional peacekeeping operation? How did peacekeeping change after the end of the Cold War? 

Core principles of peacekeeping:

· 1. Consent of the parties

· 2. Use of force in self-defense

· 3. Impartiality

How Peacekeeping changed after the Cold War:
During the cold war they were involved in inter state conflict, for example between India and Pakistan. Now they are mostly involved in intra state conflicts such as, civil wars.

Mandates have expanded dramatically; the size of mandates have expanded

Civilian, NGO's, diplomats, civilian police,

The size and types of personnel

A lot more missions after the cold war

Inter (between states) states to intra (within states, civil war).

 

17. What dilemma does the international community face when trying to decide whether to intervene in a humanitarian crisis? Identify the criteria for intervention as outlined in the Responsibility to Protect document.

The dilemma: 

Existing norms of non-intervention vs. compelling need to address intrastate conflict,
· you shouldn’t intervene in the affairs of other states
· How do you turn a blind eye to the atrocities?
The Criteria for Intervention as outlined under the

 Responsibility to protect document (2001):

· Just cause (large scale killing)
· The right intention, to stop the humanitarian crisis.
· Has to be the last resort, 
· Has to be proportional (proportional means)
· Reasonable prospect of success, even if you have good intentions, don’t go in unless you think you have a good chance.
18. What is the ‘problem of the commons’ and how does it relate to the environment as a security issue? Refer to Syria and ISIS.

The problem of the commons:
 

Commons are available for everyone to use, the nature of that commons is such that there are no barriers, the more its used the less its available to everyone else to use, Sea ways. The atmosphere is considered to be global commons. The changes in the atmosphere is creating environmental problems, reduced agricultural production, leads to social effect, people are starving, might lead to conflict and tension between groups. Ex. Syria, drought in 2006/07.
Case Study: Syria: This explains the Syrian civil war and the rise of ISIL. But it might be linked to environmental change in Syria, there was a big drought n Syria in 2006 07, it was caused by human beings, the social effect was the declining agricultural production, people migrated outside of the big cities to live in the suburbs, lots of crime and unemployment which provided an environment for ISIL to grow. Civil war broke out, people had enough.

 

19. On future world power, what is the core argument of the following perspectives: ‘Three-dimensional chessboard,’ the ‘rise of the rest,’ and ‘the clash of civilizations’?
Three-dimensional chessboard:

One idea is the 3 dimensional chessboard, by joseph Nye.

If you want to understand the world think of it as a 3 dimensional chessboard, 

The top board in Unipolar in nature:

military power is unipolar, the us the military capabilities are far above all others, highly sophisticated forces that can be deployed around the world. The United States remains number 1 in this respect.
The second board is Multipolar in nature:
The economic power, this element is multi polar, economically the world is multipolar, china, the US, the BRICS. 

The third board in transnational in nature:
Transnational powers: non state actors, terrorist groups, power is widely dispersed, transnational in nature, it doesn’t make sense it its multi polar or bipolar.

 

The rise of the rest:
Americas economy remains strong, but other countries are rising up, other countries are getting stronger economically, technologically and militarily. The argument is, 3 big power shifts over the past 500 years: first power shift, the western world grows, then the US rose in the 19th century, 3rd great transition, the rise of the rest, on every dimension other countries are growing in power. 
 

The Clash of Civilizations: 
 

The definition of civilizations: a civilization is the highest cultural grouping of people at the broadest level of cultural identity. 

The fundamental source of future conflict will be civilizations against other civilizations, the latest phase of the evolution of conflict in the world. 1st phase: between prince’s, 2nd phase, conflicts were between nations after the French revolution onward, 3rd conflicts of ideologies, fascism. The cold war had an ideological dimension. These 3 phases have come and gone and now we are moving into another phase, 

 

20. Why do some argue that US power will remain predominant in the future (discussed in class)?
Unipolar, and likely to stay that way:
 

Comprehensive power: the degree of power that the united states has is comprehensive, military, economically and technologically, in military its all services air, land and sea. The united states have all of these elements of power bundled together, it doesn’t spend a large proportion of its GDP on its military forces.

 

US predominance is status quo: Unipolarity is likely to stay in place, the united states is a status quo power and wants to maintain this position.

 

Geography: the strongest argument is the geography argument, that not only is their power comprehensive, it comes from a country that doesn’t directly threaten others because its geography, its surrounded by oceans, and by weak countries. As a result, it doesn’t threaten anybody. China is rising, Japan cares about this and Russia care about this, nobody borders the US. That’s a big component of Americas power.
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