Wednesday, January 18, 2017
Lecture #3- Three Waves of Feminism 

· First Wave- late 1800’s, early 1900’s, focus on basic rights: voting, being recognized as persons under the law
· Focus: basic human rights
· Persons under the law- they were property of men (fathers or husbands) prior to this enactment, still present in Judiao-Christian ceremonies 
· Ramifications of property of men under the law- women cannot own their own property, except for upper class women, working class women- wages did not belong to them, no financial independence, if a woman was abused- a woman has no right, a man has every right to do what he wants 
· Up until the early 1980’s, rape within marriage did not exist and could not be contested in court 
· Women given the right to vote (1918 in Canada & 1920 in the US, 1940 in Quebec)- allowed women to give them a political voice
· Concerned about education (white-middle class women)- were not allowed in most universities. Reasons- they were ‘distracting’ to the male students, theories that their brains were smaller and could not operate as well as men (eugenics movement)

· Second Wave- 1960’s, called “women’s liberation” in the media, focus on gendered division of labor, violence against women, and reproductive rights 
· Men go off to war and women begin to work in factories and become the breadwinners 
· But men come home from war, and say ‘okay, thanks, we’ll take over from here’
· But when you give people a vision of another and better life, they ask, “why can’t we continue to live like this”
· Thus, there is a large cultural discourse in equality in the 1950’s and the attempt to return to a standard patriarchal home-life 
· Women become extremely depressed due to women cooking, cleaning and taking care of children, caused a huge push for the second wave 
· Violence become a flagged issue, ‘take back the night’ marches 
· Up until this point, contraception is a large issue in Western society, women and girls attempt to have illegal abortions
· Advent of the pill was a huge turning point for the rights of women and the relationship between men and women 

· Third Wave- 1990’s, focus on linking gender inequality to other forms of social inequality, broadening the movement, recognizing the force of popular culture, and challenging the idea of “false consciousness.”
· The feminist movement becomes divided between heteronormative feminists and homonormative feminists 
· Women of color become very critical as they bring up they are not white, they are working women, doing a double day of labor, and asking about racism 
· Critic that arises following the second wave: need to start discussing things other than gender, must discuss what is race, able-boddiness, sex, class

· Fourth Wave?
· Debatable when it’s coming or if it’s here 
· Is gradually in motion coming to be the fourth wave 
· Mass communication, a ‘Call Out’ culture when people are immediately called out for their comments- things go viral fast, quick responses to resistance and cultural of activism on the internet 
· More faces of feminism and a larger platform for feminists 

Defining Feminism Today
· A focus on equal worth 
· Male privilege 
· Social movements 
· Intersecting hierarchies- the question of intersectionality 
Feminists use the word “woman” but recognize that there is no single universal identity or set of experiences; also that the idea of all men oppressing all women is simplistic and doesn’t take into account race, class, sexuality, or ability 

Is Feminism Dead?
The mainstream western media continues to announce this as fact. Is it true? If not, why do they continue to do it?
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