The Republic

Overview:
· Bk. 1 –  Setting the Scene and Introducing the Characters 
· Bk. 2 – 4 –The Search for the “Look” of Justice, Education; Justice in the City and in the Soul
· Bk. 5 – 7 – The Nature of Eros in the Body and the Soul; Philosophy and Philosopher Kings
· Bk. 8 – 9 – Justice in Practice; The Ideal Regime and its Degeneration; Justice in the Soul; Tyranny and Philosophy Compared
· Bk. 10 – Divinsmos e Justice, The Limits of Poetry; and the Myth of the Co

Dialogue and Dramatic Characters:
· In the Dialogue Form each person represents a perspective or point of view that adds the “part” to the “whole” of the work.
· Philosophy – Love of Wisdom
· Socrates – “One with Strength”
· Polemarchus – “Easy Going”
· Cephalus – “Head” 
· Glaucon – “The Gleaming or Shining One”
· Adeimantus – “The War-Ruler”
· Thrasymachus  - “The Bold Fighter” 

Setting the scene:
· Background to the Dialogue is the Two-Fold Crisis; the looming threat to Athenian democracy due to the war with Sparta and the Trial and Death of Socrates
· “Went Down to the Pireus”;  “Yesterday” to “watch” a “festival” and a “feast” “with Glaucon”
· Was “stopped” by Polemarchus’ slave;  “taken” to the house of Celphas to “converse” on the nature of Justice.

Cephalus - Customs and Traditions:
· The Father; Head of Household; the Elder Merchant; View from Business/Market Class
· Not a Citizen; Economic, but not Political Experience
· Definition/Understanding practical, not theoretical – None reflective
· On his way to make a “sacrifice”; now that he’s old, thinking about the Gods
· Squaring his accounts and hedging his bets – concern with Justice late and self-interested.
· Soc. Asks him about his relations with women; Justice is easier now that desire has faded
· Hints that his earlier life may not always have been just; wealth and ill-gotten gains
· Asks Soc. Why he hasn’t been a more frequent visitor.  
· Soc. Doesn’t challenge directly; Respect due to Elders/Custom; but Ironic
· Justice = Custom and Contract; Individual interest; Utility and Reciprocity

Polemarchus – Inherits the argument: (Justice #1: To give each what he is owed)
· Quotes Simonides; A Poet; citing an expert; unreflective common sense of the middle class gentleman
· Begins with his father’s understanding; keeping contracts, obeying the law; doing what’s expected; utility and reciprocity at the level of individual justice and self-interest 
· Socrates challenges; rational critique; move beyond the practical to discover the theoretical principle.
· The example of the “mad-man” and the weapon; judging the particular case within a larger whole
· Need to question Justice not only at individual, but social level; not everything can be applied universally; there are different aspects of Justice; it has variability that must be thought through to a higher principle 

Polemarchus pt.2: (Justice #2: Helping Friends and harming enemies)
· Moving from Individual to Political Justice;  The interests of the Group
· Justice is related to the common good of the social group (Insiders/Outsiders)
· Doing Useful Things; Justice as an Skill, Art or Techne
· Types of skills advanced medicine or sea pilot; both to do with human expertise
· Searching for the particular “skill” or “use” of justice; too broad to fit into just one thing
· Like guarding (trust) or money-making (general application)
· The best guard can be the best thief; skill alone doesn’t define it.
· Techne is morally neutral; need a higher guiding principle in application
· Socratic Interrogation reveals more questions than answers
· What is the Good?
· Who are One’s Friends and Enemies?

Thrasymachus – Sohpist (justice: Rule of the stronger)
· Bursts in like a Beast – Force over Dialogue; philosophical discourse to gentle;wants action; for knowledge = power
· Accuses Socrates of withholding and dissembling – that he knows more than he is letting on
· Thras is a Sophist teaches Rhetoric – art of persuasion; claims to know how to get and maintain political power to seduce ambitious youth of Athens.
· Soc. “hiding” failing to speak straight that Natural Justice is Might makes Right, the strong do what they will and the weak suffer what they must.
· Soc. Responds that if Thras claims to know what Justice is he must possess a kind of knowledge/wisdom; but that knowledge only serves the good; expertise serves a useful purpose and is determined/limited by that purpose
Socrates’ refutation of sophism: Limits of politics as techne
· If Politics is knowledge; it must serve and be defined by that purpose; i.e. the proper functioning of the thing that it makes; a shoemaker is limited in his action by the proper functioning of a shoe.
· A politician is likewise a public servant; serves and is limited by the proper functioning of the city; public life is a duty; not an advantage
· Raises the philosophical question about the nature of techne and politics; can techne be applied to people as it is to natural objects?
· Examples of the difference in application of techne  shoemaking or house building the same as medicine or piloting? Can politics be approached or understood as skill, craft or techne; a pure human making?
· The difference between making and applying force for a human purpose to natural objects; vs. human beings;  and is medicine; (body) the same as piloting (soul) as a kind of command.

Thrasymachus – Revised: (justice as convention; rules of the regime) 
· The Stronger defined as the Ruling Regime; Justice is the law as laid down by the Regime in its own interest. (Positive Law)
· The Story of the Shepherd; Rules the Sheep to Fleece them Later; Only pretends to serve their interests; so that he make seek the advantage
· Man knows justice; but injustice is to his advantage; set-up and manipulate political rules; 
· Rulers/Strong reap the benefits of Justice (others obeying the law) while seeking to gain their own advantage (cheating or free-riding)
· Thrasymachus; advances arguments of Tyranny; Rulers rule in their own interest and for their own advantage; claims to “know” the “art” of ruling; to use force, fraud and pandering to “persuade” and “manipulate” the demos; to secure power for the ambitious youth of Athens

Socrates Counter #2: (Justice is not mere convention; existence of an objective standard)
· Soc “not persuaded” calls Thras a “Demonic Man”; virtue/character
· The problem with Tyranny; is that Tyrants think that they are the only ones with reason; that only they can calculate advantage
· Everyone knows the “look” of Tyranny, and everyone agrees it is the worst possible regime
· Tyranny creates faction; Tyrants live by the sword and die by it; the Tyrant far from being happy is the most miserable of all
· Justice is natural; it is necessary because man is by nature social and political; he must live with others and so must be able to “look” to the common good;
· Even Robber Bands require a kind of Justice; any collective enterprise requires co-operation; co-operation requires that justice not only be known, but practiced among them.

Socratic Refutation; but the question remains: What is justice?
· By the End of Bk. 1; Thrasymachus is tamed.  He cannot win the argument, but he isn’t convinced.  He does however stay in the group; he senses that Soc., possesses wisdom that he does not; and he wants to know more.  He like all the others has a desire for knowledge.
· We are left with the experience of wanting to know more; Bk. 1 is a clearing; a rational analysis of different perspectives or definitions on justice, but all have been found wanting; we are just beginning the search.
· We know that Justice is something between nature and convention; that it is a human affair; and that it is more than mere techne; it is a skill or knowledge; but it is not morally neutral; it is tied to experience and virtue
· We know that it has a “natural look” that it is accessible to “reason”; and that the task of the Dialogue is to “bring it into view”. 

Conclusion/Review:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What is the Significance of “Setting the Scene”
· What are the different positions of the Characters and how are they related to the question of Justice
· In what way can Justice be linked with utility?
· What is the difference between individual and political justice?
· Is Justice the Rule of the Stronger (Might makes Right)
· What is the relation of Justice to Nature and Convention
·  What is the relation of Techne to Justice?
· What is the relation of Justice to Virtue, Experience and Knowledge?
***Key Concepts:  Piraeus, Tradition, Contract, Friends vs. Enemies, Techne, Sophist, Rhetoric, Demos, Tyranny; Nature vs. Convention 
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