
Lecture 1: Introduction
Medusa
Why should we study the ancient Greeks?

What is Ancient Greek Civilization?

‘Ancient’

· BC/BCE/BP
· pre-history (pre 750 BCE): Paleolithic, Neolithic, Chalcolithic, Bronze, Dark/Iron Ages
· according to historians
· according to Hesiod (Early Greece Pt. I)
· historical eras (post 750 BCE): Archaic, Classical, Hellenistic
· Herodotus: 1st historian 
‘Greek’

· Graeci
· Hellen/Helen/Hellene/Hellas (p. 10)
· What makes a Hellene?
‘Civilization’

· 5 criteria (ATMMS)
· Prometheus (p. 29)
Geography (p.10-12 and map p. 13)


Topography & its effects 


Climate & its effects

Mediterranean Triad

Sources of Information: written & archaeological (p. 20-23)

Course components

The alphabet: first 2 letters: alpha Αα  beta Β β

Words to Remember

People: Gorgon, Medusa, Pegasus, Hesiod, Herodotus, Graeci, Hellene, Hellen, Prometheus

Places: Hellas, Mediterranean Sea, Aegean Sea, Black Sea, Ionian Sea, Asia Minor, Mt.Olympus

Terms: BCE, BC, BP, Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze Age, Dark Age, historia, Archaic Age, Classical Age, Hellenistic Age, Indo-European, Dorian, Ionian, Aeolian, polytheistic, epigraphy, papyrology

Points to Ponder

1.
How does the geography (climate and topography) of Hellas differ from eastern Ontario?

2. 
How does the basic Mediterranean diet differ from what you eat?
3.
What impact did climate and topography have on ancient Greek lifestyle?


