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· Impossibility of establishing a satisfactory definition of myth has not deterred scholars from developing comprehensive theories of interpretations of myths.
· Often provide bases for hypothesis about origins
· No single theory of myth can cover all kinds of myth
· Definitions of myth will tend to be either too limiting or so broad as to be virtually useless
· Myth comes from Greek word “mythos” which means “word”, “speech”, “tale” or “story”.
· Myth = story
· Myth maybe story which is narrated orally, but is usually in written form. A myth may also be told with no words at all (paintings, music, dance, sculptures…)
· Myth is a traditional story
· Religion = belief and accompanying actions/behaviour
· Myth can inform religion and vice versa
· Specialists attempt to distinguish “true myth” from other varieties and seek to draw distinction between the myths.
· True myth/myth proper = stories primarily concerned with gods and mankind’s relations w/ them, religion and supernatural
· Saga & Legend = perceptible relationship to history; fanciful and imaginative, it has roots in historical fact.
· Folktales = often stories of adventure, sometimes peopled w/ fantastic beings and enlivened by ingenious strategies on part of the hero or heroine
· Many characters and motifs are familiar to us all. 
· Motif: regular apperence of certain identifiable narrative patterns in a story
· Found in both oral and written  form
· Fairytales = particular kinds of follktales, “short imaginative, traditional tales w/ high moral and magical content”.
· Impossible to distinguish rigidly b/w folktale and fairytale, although fairytales often created for the young.
· Mythology and religion are inextricably entwined
· One tale or another might have been believed by some people factually and spiritually
· Some stories and mythical conceptions of deity may still be considered true today and provide dogma for devout religious belief
Creation Myths: Immortals
· Greek word Chaos = yawning void 
· Hesiod’s account of creation fraught with problems = Chaos(first principle, perhaps a void  Gaia(Gaea/Ge = earth) , and the others, all presumably came out of chaos
· Eros = love, for Romans Eros was called Cupid (or Amor)
· Eros caused all things to mingle which caused the immortals
· Uranus = male god, a god of the sky
· Gaia = female goddess of fertility and the earth
· Gaia bore Uranus
· She is significant in all periods, either by maintaining her own identity or lurking behind
· Gaia, Themis, Cybele, Rhea, Hera, Demeter, and Aphrodite are all, either wholly or in part, divinities of fertility.
· 
· 
· Gaia (earth) brought Uranus (sky) close to herself so the blessed gods in her could remain safe.
· She also brought lofty mountain ranges
· She bore Pontus asexually
· She also bore Oceanus and the Titans: Coeus, Crius, Hyperion, Iapetus, Theia, Rhea, Themis, Mnemosyne, golden crowned There, Tethys. 
· After them she brought Cronus, the youngest and most terrible of all the children who hated his lusty father.
· She bore the cyclopes: Brontes(thunder), Steropes(Lightning), Arges(Bright), who fashioned and gave Zeus his bolt of thunder and lightning. 
· Cyclopes were like the gods
· Cyclopes = “orb eyed”, one single round eye in their foreheads 
· Gaia and Uranus had the other sons who were unspeakably violent and arrogant: Cottus, Briareus, Gyes. A hundred invincible arms and hands and fifty heads sprang out from their shoulders 
· All the children produced by Gaia and Uranus were hated by Uranus from the very first.
· Oceanus and his mate, Tethys, produced numerous children, Oceanids, three thousand daughters and three thousand sons
· Titan Hyperion is a god of the son, more important than his mate, Theia(sister also). They are parents to Helius, Selene, and Eos
· Helius is a sun god
· The sun god dwells in the east, crosses the dome on a chariot and 4 horse and sets in the west into stream of Oceanus.
· Phaethon, son of Helius and his mistress, Clymene. He goes to his father to ask if he is actually his son, Helius affirms and gives him a hug and tells him he can have any gift he wants. Phaethon asks to drive his chariot for 1 day.
· Helius tries to convince Phaethon not to ask for it but must abide because of his dread oath. He leads him to the chariot, fashioned exquisitely by Vulcan, of gold, silver and jewels that reflect the brilliant light of the god. Helius anoints Phaethon’s face to protect against the flames, places the ray helmet on his head and advises him on his course. Phaethon is unable to control the chariot which hurtles down towards earth, Zeus strikes it with thunder and lightning causing his death.
· Helius also loved an eastern princess Leucothoe and Oceanid Clytie, because Helius preferred Leucothoe, she told her father and he buried her before Helius could save her. Helius disgusted himself as Leucothoe’s mother, Eurynome, and seduced her. Clytie couldn’t get Helius’s love back followed the sun with her eyes until she became he sunflower.
· Selene, daughter of Hyperion and Theia, is a goddess of the moon. She drives a chariot w/ 2 horses. Had an affair w/ Zeus and had a daughter, Pandia. Only has one famous myth: falls in love w/ Endymion, usually depicted as a shepherd, Selene saw him sleeping in a cave on Mt. Latmus (in Caria) and she would lay beside him as he slept. Zeus grants him perpetual (never-ending) sleep w/ perpetual youth, maybe as punishment because Selene was absent from her duties or because of Selenes own wish.
· Many stories about the god of the sun were transferred to the great Apollo. Phoebus Apollo, Phoebus = bright, although Apollo was, in all probability, not originally a sun-god, he came to be considered as such. Thus Phaethon may become the son of Apollo, as sun-god. Apollo’s twin sister Artemis became associated w/ the moon although she was probably not a moon-goddess. Selene and Artemis merge in identity as do Hyperion, Helius, and Apollo. Selene and Artemis are also described by the adjective “bright”, Phoebe (feminine). Thus the lover of Endymion becomes Artemis.
· Eos, third child of Hyperion and Theia, goddess of the dawn, drives two-horsed chariot, called rosy-fingered and saffron-robed, An amorous (showing, feeling sexual desire) deity. Aphrodite, goddess of love, caused her to long perpetually for young mortals because she caught her mate Ares in Eos’s bed, but her most important mate was Tithonus, Eos asked Zeus to make him immortal and live forever, which he did but she didn’t ask him to keep him young. She cared for him when he first started to become old but when he couldn’t move he left him in a room
· Uranus had hid all his children in the depths of Gaia and didn’t let them emerge so Gaia fashioned a great sickle and asked her children to help her punish their father. All the children seized in fear but Cronus who undertook the task. Gaia gave him the sickle, hid him in an ambush and told him the plan. Uranus came leading on the night and spread himself over her. From the ambush came Cronus and cut off his father’s genitals and threw them behind him.  From the drops of blood Gaia bore the strong Erinyes and the mighty giants (had shining armour and long spears) and nymphs of ash trees.
· He then through them into the swelling sea, white foam arose from the immortal flesh and a maiden grew (Aphrodite). First brought to Cythera and from there went to Cyprus, emerged a dread and beautiful goddess and grass rose from under her feet.
· Gods called her Aphrodite and foam-born goddess b/c she grew amid foam(aphros), and Cytherea of the beautiful crown b/c she went to Cythera, and Cyprogenes b/c she arose in Cyprus. Also called Philommedes(genital-loving) b/c she arose from genitals. Attended by Eros and beautiful desire followed her. 
· Cronus united with his sister, Rhea, who gave birth to Hestia, Demeter, Hera, Hades, Poseidon, and Zeus. Cronus Devoured all these children, except Zeus. He learned from Gaia and Uranus that it was fated that he would be overcome by his own child. In deep grief Rhea went to her own parents to plan how to save her child(Zeus) from being eaten so he could avenge Uranus and her other children. They heard her and sent her to Lyctus in the rich land of Crete when she was about to birth Zeus. Gaia took him, nourish and fostered him. Gaia took him to Mt. Dicte in a deep cave in the depths of the holy earth. She wrapped up a stone in infant clothing and gave it to Cronus, who swallowed the stone not knowing Zeus was going to over through him.
· Cronus = Saturn by the romans
Creation Myths: Mortals
· machy = battle
· Once Zeus had grown up to maturity, Cronus was beguiled into throwing up all the children he had swallowed. 
· Zeus waged war against his father with his siblings, the Hecatonchires, and the Cyclopes on his side.
· The Hecatonchires was invaluable for hurling stones and the Cyclopes forged Zeus his thunder and lightning bolts.
· Allied w/ Cronus were the Titans except for Themis and her son Prometheus
· Prometheus’ brother atlas was an important leader for Cronus
· The battle was known as the Titanomachy, it lasted for 10 years
· Zeus fought from Mt. Olympus and Cronus fought from Mt. Othrys
· The Hecatonchires were very important in the fight against Cronus
· The Hecatonchires guarded the Titans imprisoned in Tartarus and Atlas was given the task of holding up the sky as punishment. In some accounts after Zeus came in power the Titans were given freedom
· Another battle this time against the giants 
· Monstrous creatures called Gegeneis = “earthborn”,
· The battle was called Gigantomachy, ended with the imprisonment of the giants under the earth usually in volcanic region where they betray their presence by the violence of their nature
· One of the most vicious monster who opposed Zeus was the dragon Typhoeus(typhaon/typhon), comes from gaia, typhon= exploration of volcanos
· Various version of creation of mortals, very often creations of Zeus alone, or of Zeus and other gods. Sometimes mortals and immortals came from the same source. Dominant tradition depicts Prometheus as the creator of man, and sometimes woman is created later and separately by Zeus.
· The Gold Age: Golden race of mortal humans, existed when Cronus was king, lived life as gods carefree hearts w/o toil or trouble, didn’t grow old, took joy in their banquets removed from all evil, died in their sleeps, good age for humans
· The Silver Age: Created by Zeus, lived for over 100 years didn’t grow up until after the first 100 years, were arrogant with one another and didn’t respect or care about the gods so Zeus killed them
· The Bronze Age: Created by Zeus, didn’t eat, very violent, they were made of bronze Zeus sent floods to wipe them out and they were sent to the underworld
· The Hero Age: Created by Zeus, Demigods, valiant in war, godlike, wars(Trojan war), many hero’s died, some were sent to island of blessed where they live carefree 
· The Iron Age: Created by Zeus, marked by exploitation, hard to live, the last age, gods create trouble to the mortals
· Prometheus: Means forethought ,son of Iapetus and Clymene, 
· Zeus gave Epimetheus the first woman because Epimetheus was faulty at judgement. Epimetheus = after thought
· Prometheus was like a son to Zeus until he betrayed him, Prometheus was shackled up and an eagle would come and eat his liver every day until Hercules saved him by killing the bird and freeing him. Zeus had given up his anger because Prometheus had matched his wit against him. 
· Prometheus with his quick intelligence killed an ox and set his pieces out in an attempt to deceive Zeus, on 1 side was the rich and fatty innards of the ox covered in paunch (abdomen) and on the other was bones wrapped in white fat. Zeus picked the bones covered in white fat and was enraged and angry and this the reason why humans burn white bones for the gods in their sacrifices. Prometheus also stole the fire and gave it to the mortals
· Zeus sin recompense for the fire asked we Hephaestus to fashion out of earth a modest maiden w/ a face like a goddess. Bright-eyed Athena clothed and arrayed her in silvery garments. Pallas Athena  put a golden crown on her head that Hephaestus made. He ordered Athena to teach her skills of weaving. He ordered Aphrodite to shed grace and painful longing and sorrows that permeate the body. He commanded Hermes to put her in a mind of a bitch and a character of a thief. When he had fashioned the beautiful evil he led her out to show the mortals and immortals who awed at the sight. She was the first female. Her name is Pandora which means all gifts and she has a jar. Zeus ordered Hermes to give her as a gift to Epimetheus. He didn’t heed to the warning Prometheus had told him, don’t ever take a gift from Zeus as it can prove evil for the mortals, and after the evils he realized. Before man lived free from evil and hard work and painful disease. Pandora opened the jar releasing the evils. All that remained in the jar was hope because Pandora closed the lid before it could escape. 
· Io was a lover of Zeus’, she was turned into a white cow by Hera and was guarded by Argus Panoptes (all seeing). Zeus sent Hermes to save Io and he cut off Argus’ head. That is how he got his title Argeiphontes(slayer of Argus). Io couldn’t escape Hera’s jealousy. Hera sent a gadfly to Io what made her crazy and wander the whole world until she came to Egypt where Zeus restored her human form and she gave birth to Epaphus(him of the touch).
· Chiron, wounded by Hercules, gives up his life and immortality in a bargain for the release of Prometheus
Zeus, Hera, Hestia:
· Major Deities(14 Olympians but reduced to 12 w/o Hades and Hestia):Zeus(Jupiter), Hera(Juno), Poseidon(Neptune), Hades(Pluto), Hestia(Vesta), Hephaestus(Vulcan), Ares(Mars), Apollo, Artemis(Diana), Demeter(Ceres), Aphrodite(Venus), Athena(Minerva), Hermes(Mercury), and Dionysus(Bacchus).
· Hestia: goddess of hearth and its fire = fireplace, connected w/ internal space, doesn’t have a fertility aspect, Roman version is Vesta, never really leaves Olympia, rejected advances of Poseidon and Apollo, vowed to remain a virgin, goddess of chastity, hearth was the center first of the family and then the larger political unit: city, community, state. Transfer of scared fire from one settlement to another representing a continuing bond of affection and kinship. Hearths were designated as holy, Hestia gained precedence at banquets and sacrificial rituals
· Zeus: mates with countless goddess and mortal women, offspring are legion(military), Zeus’ behavior is depicted as immoral and would be punished indirectly by Hera through pain and suffering wrought by his promiscuity, he is a wrathful god of justice and virtue, upholding all that is sacred and holy, name means bright (as does Jupiter) thunder and lightning often depicted about to hurl them, represented as a mature man in his prime usually breaded, bears am aegis(goat skin), eagle and oak tree sacred to Zeus, also bull and swan, god of justice, god of xenia = guest-friendship, help stranger of the same class, Sanctuary at Olympia, beside river Allpheus, Zeus’ son Heracles was said to have founded the Olympic games every 4 years festival for Zeus (Olympic games) held by Panhellenic (all the greeks), Oracle at Dodona = ask for help from Zeus you get a cryptic answer, 
· Illicit affairs were possible and even, if not officially sanctioned, were at least condoned for men but not tolerated to women. Zeus is glorified image not only as a father/husband but also as a lover
· The union of Zeus and Hera represents the enactment of the scared marriage b/w the sky-god and earth-goddess
· Hera: very little mythology, important mainly as Zeus’s consort and Queen, constantly appears as a vehement wife and mother, will punish and avenge the sexual escapades of her husband, constantly acts with severity befitting a mother, wife, and queen the fierce champion of morality and marriage Iris often depicted as servant of Hera, Hera depicted as regal and matronly, often w/ attributes of royalty(crown, scepter), Homer describes her as ox-eyed and white-armed, associated w/ a  peacock, and cow, Hera worshipped less as earth-goddess than as goddess of women, marriage and childbirth
· Temple of Hera was older, while temple of Zeus was built in 5th century w/ monumental statue of Zeus inside
· Dodona and Olympia were important centers for the worship of Zeus
Poseidon & Artemis
· Poseidon: sea God (Mediterranean), earth shaker, might have been a fertility god, associated with horses(1/2 horse ,1/2 fish), trident(3 headed spear), fishermen, married to sea nymph Amphitrite, has one child w/ Amphitrite named Triton, has anther child named Polyphemus(cyclops) in the Odessey it eats humans, Poseidon isn’t benevolent to humans, Scylla was turned into a monster(.5 human, .5 serpant) by Amphitrite, has one child w/ Gaia named Charybdis(whirlpool), has a child w/ Medusa = Pegasus(winged horse), chrysaur, had children with Tyro named Neleus and Pelias, looks similar to his brother Zeus, more severe and rough, Amphitrite threw magic herbs into Scylla’s bathing water to turn her into the monster, 
· Artemis: mistress of animals, fertility goddess, goddess of child birth, temple of Artemis in Ephesus, in Greek myth she is a huntress and protector of animals, mother goddess = virgin goddess, associated with bow & arrow, nature, moon, deer/stag, bear, hunting dogs, parents are Leto and Zeus, helps with the birth of her brother Apollo, attributes with the death of young girls & protecting them, Artemis is violent,  
· Myth: Queen of Thebes, Niobe, was enraged and rashly boasted that she deserved a tribute more than Leto because she was rich and beautiful and a mother of 7 children. Leto enraged told Artemis and Apollo. Together they struck down her children, Apollo struck down the boys and Artemis struck down the girls. Before Artemis could kill the youngest daughter, Niobe shielded her and was turned to stone and whisked to a mountaintop 
· Myth: Actaeon went on a hunting trip in the mountains and he had accidently stumbled upon Artemis bathing and she in turn turned him into a stag, and he was hunted down by his own hounds and killed 
· Myth: Zeus saw Callisto and was awed at her beautiful, so he made himself look like Artemis and approached the her, he kissed her and showed her who he really was and forced himself on her, she was overridden with guilt, Artemis wanted to take a bath and while everyone striped Callisto was the only one delaying, the other stripped her and everyone could see she was pregnant, Artemis expelled her from her band, Hera found out and she turned her into a bear and she was almost killed by her son but Zeus prevented it and made them stars.
Athena & Apollo
· Athena: Was born from the head of Zeus, Associated with owls, aegis(goat skin), medusa head, (apotropaic = avert evil), olive tree, armour(peplos), owl-eyed Athena/grey-eyed Athena, goddess of war (strategy & tactics), associated w/ hero’s(Achilles, odysseus, etc), god of rationality, wisdom goddess – practical knowledge and cleverness, Athena brought victory over Persian invasion
· Athena’s mother was swallowed by Zeus because he thought she was going to birth a son, Zeus had a massive headache and had Hephaestus split his head with an ax and out came Athena in full armour. 
· Myth: Arachne: really good at weaving, says is as good as Athena, made a bet with Athena the loser will be punished, had to make a tapestry, weaves a great tapestry about the gods & hero’s & their love interests, this pisses off Athena and gets punished, Athena beat Arachne with a shuttle and Arachne kills herself, Athena turns Arachne into a spider, 
· Athena & Athens: Athena and Poseidon bribe people w/ gifts, Poseidon gives saltwater & Athena gives and olive tree, the people chose the olive tree and Athena was main god worshipped in Athens, Poseidon was still worshipped even though Athena won, 
· Athena Parthenos = her virgin side of the story, Athena Polias = defender of Athens, Athena Nike = bringer of victory
· The Parthenon (building of the virgin Athena), every block is custom made, on one side of the building is the birth of Athena on the other is the contest b/w her and Poseidon, the original Parthenon was destroyed by the Persians, Parthenon = virgin
· The Panathenia:; a great festival in honor of Athena, virgin woman make a new peplos 
· Apollo: Associated with chariot w/ sun (connected w/ Artemis), music(lyre(little harp)), laurel tree, bow & arrow, dolphin, Phoebus Apollo = shinning Apollo, Born with the help of his sister Artemis, represents order and rationality, benevolent to humans, striking down young boys, he is gentle and vehement, compassionate and ruthless, guilty and guiltless, healer and destroyer
· Myth: Boosts to Eros that he is a better archer then him, Eros shoots Apollo with a love arrow and shoots Daphne with a hate arrow, Daphne tells her father to protect her so he turns her into a laurel tree, Apollo vows to protect the tree
· Myth: Maryas challenges Apollo to a music contest and loses so Apollo skins him alive, contest was judged by the Muses
· Myth: Queen of Thebes, Niobe, was enraged and rashly boasted that she deserved a tribute more than Leto because she was rich and beautiful and a mother of 7 children. Leto enraged told Artemis and Apollo. Together they struck down her children, Apollo struck down the boys and Artemis struck down the girls. Before Artemis could kill the youngest daughter, Niobe shielded her and was turned to stone and whisked to a mountaintop 
· People go to Delphi to ask him questions and seek answers, the temple is closed in the winter, Apollo speaks through a Pythia, Pythia sits on a tripod and she is like a sacrifice, Pythia is always an unmarried young girl, later it was older women, 
Hermes & Ares
· Hermes: son of Zeus and Maia(mountain nymph), Hermes = he of the stone pile. Herm: head of Hermes, stone , erect penis, he is the god of travellers, thieves, merchants, heralds, herdsmen, dreams, doorway, he is connected to plant based magic, he is willy, tricky and clever, He associated with winged(swiftness) shoes, staff(caduceus), hat, hare, tortoise, herding animals, he killed Argus and is known as a giant killer/Argus slayer
· Hermes was the very first to make the tortoise a minstrel, when he walked out of his house hours after being born he found a tortoise of which he turned into a lyre after, he also created fire and fires sticks
· Hermes also stole Apollo’s cattle, he made himself a pair of scandals out of wicker, and made the cattle walk backwards to confuse Apollo, he wrestled the cows and made them into steak, Hermes gets caught sneaking back into his house by his mother. Apollo confronts Hermes who pretends to be asleep, but then he pretends to not know what Apollo is talking about. So Apollo took Hermes to Olympia in front of Zeus. Zeus being a know it all could tell Hermes was behind it and told him to take Apollo to where the cows are. Knowing he would be punished he pulled out his lyre and started playing, Apollo loved it so much he made a deal with Hermes that Hermes could keep the cows and would not take anything from Apollo again in exchange for the lyre.
· Ares: son of Zeus and Hera, God of war, less worshiped because he has blood lust, known as curser of men = ruiner of men, associated with the boar, sword, helmet, vulture, snakes(serpants), also associated to Aphrodite, in certain myths they have a son(Eros)
Aphrodite & Hephaistos 
· Aphrodite: aphro = she who rises from the foam, Aphrodite Urania = Aphrodite from Uranus, Aphrodite Pandemos = Aphrodite of all the people, the democracy, seen in most myths, From Cyprus place where Greece and the East meet, she is a goddess of sexual attraction, can be called golden, known with prostitution (temple of Ishtar), associated with dove, swan, goose, seashell, rose, girdle, prostitution hat(sacos), Charites and Horae(goddess of nature and order)(friends w/ aphrodite)
· Priapus (son of her and dionysus) fertility god 
· Pygmalion (young talented sculpture, hates women on the island, sculpts a statue of a girl and falls in love with it, prays to Aphrodite to turn the sculpture into a woman, statue gets turned into a woman and he marries her)
· Adonis (young accomplished young man, Aphrodite falls in love w/ him, Aphrodite warns him, goes hunting a wild boar and dies, aphrodite turns him into a flower(anemane), will die and reborn every year)  
· Anchises:was made to fall in love with him by Zeus because she would boast that she made the gods and goddess fall in love with mortals and have mortal children and had never done that herself,  doesn’t want to raise the child so she sends him away and brings him to troy when hes 5, Anchises cant tell anyone who the mother of the child is or else Zeus will strike him down.
· Her powers don’t work on Hestia, artemis, and Athena 
· Hephaistos: etymology: (Aphrodite’s husband)
·  Lemnos ( important to his origin story, worshiped here, has a connection to Athanes, cathonic = first people from the ground)
·  two origin stories( either born from Hera (asexually) who throws him down from Olympus, is raised by achillies mother, takes revenge on his mother by trapping her in a golden chair, Dionysus brings him back on a donkey and makes up w/ his mother. Other is he is born from Hera and Zeus lived in Lemnos and comes back to Olympus)
·  lame(disabled)(injury or deformity)
·  iconography: (anvil and hammer, tongs, donkey)
·  god of fire including destructive fire, the forge, blacksmithing
· Protects Achillies when Scamander is about to engulf him by directing it against the raging river
· Aphrodite’s affair with Ares: Ares gave her gifts, Helius saw them in the embrace of love and told Hephaistos, who went to his forge and made a super strong chain and he spread it on his bed like a fine spider web so no one could see it, He pretended to go on a journey and Ares saw this so he went to his house and they both got trapped in the net, Helius was keeping a watch and told the entire thing to Hephaistos who went right back, In rage he called all the gods to show them what had happened, all the gods except for the goddess came, while all the other gods laughed Poseidon didn’t find this fun and asked Hephaistos to release them, which he did,
·  worker-god; clever
·  “of many devices”
· Inventor
Demeter & Hades
· Hades: king of the Underworld
·  ploutus – “enricher”
·  Polydegmon(receiver many), Polyxenos(host many)
·  not Olympian-dwelling
·  iconography(cyrubrus(three headed guard dog, snake, throne, staff/septer, helmet of invisibility, crown, horn of plenty, screech owl, keys, cypress tree, pomegranate tree(blood red seeds) 
· Persephone (Wife)- “shaft of wheat”, “threchers/killer” , given to Hades by Zeus 
· psychê = soul/spirit originally “breath”
· Styx and Acheron = rivers
· Anthsteria = Athen’s “day of the Dead”
· Katabasis = “to go down”
· Elysian Fields = special “nice” place for heros
· eidolon (“image”) soul in the underworld( image of your body but not yourself)
· Hermes Psychopompos = leads/guides to the underworld 
· Charon (helps you cross the rivers to the underworld for money, a coin is put in the mouth of the death to give to him) (tombstone is used to keep the soul in the underworld)
· Ritual (very important otherwise ancestors come back to haunt you)
· Demeter: goddess of the harvest
· To get her Daughter Persephone back she would have killed the human race from famine until Zeus took notice, He sent all the gods to persuade her to come to Olympus but none could so he sent Hermes to ask Hades nicely if he could send Persephone to earth so her mother could see her, Hades didn’t disobey and told her to go see her mother. Hades gave her a pomegranate so that she had to come back to the underworld, Demeter asked her if she ate anything and that if she did she would have to live with Hades for a 1/3 of a year and the 2/3 with Demeter. So she says that before she could come to the surface Hades forced her to eat the Pomegranate   
·  etymology
·  “Great Mother”, “Great Goddess”
·  iconography: torches, mint plant, 
·  Kore/Persephone
·  “the two goddesses”
Dionysus
· God of wine & theater/god of altered state/ god of madness
· Dio = connect to Zeus, nysus = where he was raised
· Son of Zeus and Semele(mortal woman)
· Roman name = Bacchus, Libre
· Twice born,Liberator
· Associated with thyrus(staff with pine cone), rides a leopard/has leopard skin, dolphin(sometimes), Grape plant, wine cup, bull, goat
· Marnads = female followers(Dionysus has parties)
· Satyrs = male followers (.5 human, .5 goat
· Zeus burns Semele alive because she wants to see his true form which is lightning 
· Zeus sews Dionysus into his thigh, to save Dionysus Zeus turns him into a goat and sends him to nysus
· Dionysus should have been a demigod but becomes a god because of being sewn into Zeus’ leg
· Hera finds him and makes his step parents crazy, wanders around the east, went to frigda, gets kidnapped by pirates, find this entertaining, transforms himself into a lion and etc, pirates jump ship and get turned into dolphins 
· Blind prophet = Tiresias 
· Cadmus and Tiresias are willing to accept Dionysus as a god, Pentheus doesn’t believe he’s a god so he interrogated Dionysus, so Dionysus sends all the women to the forrest to worship him in crazy ways some men are sent retrieve them but get chased by the women and so Dionysus takes Pentheus to the forest and the women rip him apart limb by limb
Legends/Saga and Heroes/Heroines
· Heroes: can be semi divine, one parent can be a god or goddess, connected with royal houses, in Greek myth they go on quests and slay monsters and make the world better for average people, they worshipped the heroes at heroön a place where the bones are buried, Heroes die and go to the underworld while gods live above us, heroes were bigger than humans in size, Gilgamesh influences most of the sagas, accomplish great feats by cleverness and 
· Heroic motifs: hero’s birth is miraculous or extraordinary ( one parent a god or goddess), faces hardship from the beginning, enemy forces them for their achievement, has help from ally (god/goddess or human), faces seemingly impossible quest/labours, conflict presents hero with a physical, sexual, or spiritual challenge, must not break a taboo, or a terrible price is demanded(punished or atonement), conquers death by going on a quest to the underworld, gets rewarded w/ something of great value(marriage, power, wealth, etc), gets knowledge through suffering and spiritual enlightenment(literal or symbolic), 
· Heroines: come from a royal or divine background(Human/semi-divine), extraordinary beauty and/or have great power,  mother/wife/lover of hero, accomplish great feats fueled by passionate devotion, 
· Walter Burket Heroine Motifs(Mother not lovers, works well for some, not for other stories): heroine leaves home, isolated, made pregnant by god, suffers punishment or rejection, rescued and son is born
· Theban Myths: 2 foundation myths: 
· 1) Cadmus and the Dragon: Europa(finical area) princess who Zeus took a liking to, turn himself into a white bull, she jumps on his back, he takes her to greet, and gets pregnant, her father sends Cadmus(brother) to find her, afraid to go home empty handed, so he goes to Greece and goes to Delphi to ask question, gets told he won’t find Europa, also told to follow a cow that hasn’t been yoked, follows it until it sits down, before he sacrifices cow he has to wash it, finds a spring guarded by a dragon, slays dragon, Athena tells him to plant teeth of dragon in the ground, (b eaneves men), becomes a slave to Ares for 8 years and gets rewarded with a Wife (daughter of Ares), create a city(Thebes) called Cadmeia, 
· Might be used as a myth to explain eastern immigration
· 2) Zethus and Amphion: son of Cadmus marries into a nearby family, had a sister in law, another one of Zeus’s conquests, she is punished by father and step-mother, gives birth to twins (sons), have different personalities, when they become young men they meet their mother for the first time, they avenge their mother by tying the stepmother to a bull and dragging her along, they become kings of Thebes, Zethus marries Thebe and Amphion marries Niobe, city gets named after Zethus’s wife, the build a wall around the city
· Folktale motifs: twins, thinks he is average person but finds out he is son of a king, evil stepmother
· where Cinderella comes from
· Oedipus: Laius(Cadmus’ great grandson), married to Jocasta, get a prophesy: that he will have a son who will kill him, doesn’t want to have son but one night gets drunk and has a son, he exposes the child(leaving a child in the middle of nowhere), gives him to a servant and he gives it to king and queen of Corinth and named him Oedipus( swollen foot), finds out he isn’t the child of king and queen, goes to Delphi doesn’t get an answer but is told not to go to his homeland cause he will kill father and marry his mother, thinks homeland is Corinth, he almost gets run over by chariot and kill him and everyone with him, kills his father not knowing, city is in uproar, sphinx sits on a bridge and eats humans if you get the riddle wrong,  Oedipus solves riddle and becomes king and gets married to Jocasta(mother), has 4 children with her; city gets a plagued so he goes to Oracle and ask why it’s happening finds out the first king wasn’t avenged, later finds out he killed his father and had kids with his mother so he exiles himself to remove plague from city. He stabs out his own eyes with his mother dress pins. His mother kills herself after finding out the truth
· Themes/ Question: plays must recognition(anagnorisis) and plot twist(perpeteia), contrast b/w being and appearance,
· The seven against Thebes: the two sons decide they will rule Thebes jointly Eleocles takes the first year but after first year he doesn’t want to give it up, Polynices not happy by this gets driven out of the city by Eleocles, he goes to Argos and marries the daughter of the king of Argos and with the help of the king recruits 5 other leaders, to go up against Thebes, they all kill each other but only the king survives 
· Sophocles third play: Antigone: Antigone comes home, a war happens and her brothers die, Creon is going to hold on to the throne, makes another decree which states the body of Polynices is not to be buried and is declared a traitor of attacking his own city, Antigone is unconcerned with politics and is concerned with the burial of her brother, defies her uncle, sneaks out of the city, finds her brothers body and does a token burial, covers him with a couple handfuls of dirty and says some prayers, guards find her and Creon believes it to be an undermine of his power, he has no real right to the throne, he is only connected through the queen, Creon condemns her to die, his plan to punish her is by walling her in a cave and letting her starve to death, Antigone is engaged with Creon’s son (Heamon), she was brought to a cave by the guards before being walled up she gets a sword and kills herself, Heamon is devastated to see that she killed herself, Creon goes to tell the guards he was too hard but it’s too late, Creon’s son picks up the sword and tries to kill Greon but misses and then kills himself, and Creon’s wife also kills herself in the palace.
· There is no heaven in Greek society only the underworld and purgatory.
· Themes and interpretations: political: conservative(Antigone) vs. progressive(Creon), Philosophical: nomos(laws) vs physis(nature), 
The House of Atreus:
· The cursed house of Atreus
· Tantalus: punished in Tartarus by standing in water and every time he was thirst and when her bent down to drink the water it depleted and every time he was hungry he went to grab a fruit from a tree it went out of his reach, had the privilege to dine with Gods, tries to test the Gods, he cuts up his son(Pelops) and tries to feed him to the Gods to see if they can actually be able to tell, no one eats except Demeter(happens when Demeter is looking for her daughter and is distracted), the Gods put him(Pelops) together but is missing a chunk of his shoulder because Demeter eats it and so Hephaistos make him an ivory shoulder, 
· King Oenomaus of Pisa(near Olympus) has a really beautiful daughter named Hippodamia, the king gets a prophecy that whoever his son in law is will kill him, when people show up to marry her he comes up with a challenge that whoever beats him in a chariot race can marry his daughter, he has special horses(very fast and mythical), and the suitors are killed after the race but Pelops decides to give it a shot because he has horses given to him by Poseidon but isn’t sure if he can win so he goes to one of the servants(Myrtilus) and asks him to help him win by sabotaging the kings chariot and Myrtilus wants a reward and ask Pelops for is the first night with Hippodamia. Pelops agrees so Myrtilus replaces pin from the chariot with waxes ones, during the race the wax melts and the king dies, Pelops marries Hippodamia and is the new king of Pisa, Myrtilus is also killed by being thrown off a cliff. While falling curses the family. 
· Hippodamia and Pelops have 2 sons: Atreus and Thyestes
· Peloponnese is named after Pelops, when the sons grow up(at about the age to take the thrown), Mycenae was originally ruled by Perseus but the line had ended, the people of Mycenae received a message that the next king should be the son of Pelops, so Atreus and Thyestes have a completion, Thyestes said whoever can produce a golden fleeced ram will be able to take the throne, Atreus agrees because he had come into possession of a golden fleeced ram. Thyestes proposed this particular contest because he has been having an affair with Atreus’ wife and convinced her to hand over the ram. Atreus is furious as he knows what has happened, Thyestes becomes the king. After a couple years he is still mad and tells Thyestes “let’s make up” and asks him to bring his family to Pisa for dinner. He separates Thyestes children from Thyestes, kills the children cooks them in a stew and feeds them to Thyestes. Thyestes eats his children not realizing and Atreus reveals it while they are dinning. Thyestes is distort and anger curses Atreus and goes back home. Thyestes has a son who avenges Thyestes and kills Atreus.
· Atreus has 2 children Agamemnon and Menelaus. When the son on Thyestes comes to kill Atreus the 2 sons of Atreus have to flee and they flee to Sparta where there is a king named Tyndareüs who has 2 daughter and 2 sons(myth: Leda and the swan: Leda the queen wife of Tyndareüs, a beautiful woman who caught the eye of Zeus, so Zeus seduces her in the form of a swan and the same night she has intercourse with her husband so she has 2 sets of twins (the ones with her husband are mortal and the ones with Zeus are semi-divine). The 2 daughters are Clytemnestra and Helen; and the 2 sons are Castor and Polydeuces, Clytemnestra and Castor are mortal children of the king, Helen and Polydeuces are semi-divine and children of Zeus, and Leda laid 2 eggs from which to 2 sets of twins came from). Agamemnon marries Clytemnestra, Agamemnon will get help from the Sparta king to recapture Mycenae, Helen is the semi divine one and Clytemnestra is Beautiful but Helen is on a different level because she is the most beautiful woman that ever lived. A bunch of men(Odysseus, Diametes, and many other Greek heroes   show up to complete for her hand in marriage along with Menelaus, Odysseus being the smart solider that he is comes up with a blood pact/pact because he knows that there is going to be a fight when someone gets chosen so he says that everyone will make a bid for her hand and whoever the king chooses for Helen to marry they will respect that decision and they will swear an oath that whoever is chosen that they are going to honor that marriage and should there ever be any trouble they will come to their aid. All the heroes are persuaded by that and agree to it Menelaus bids the highest price (not a dowry). So Menelaus marries Helen, Odysseus gets to marry the kings niece Penelope. 
· All the Gods and Goddess are invited to Achilles parents’ marriage and they don’t invite one minor goddess Aris(Strength) for weddings that the goddess you don’t want to invite. She doesn’t take this very well so sneaks into the wedding and brings a golden apple and on the outside it says to the most beautiful and she rolls it in to the reception. Standing in a group we have Athena, Hera and Aphrodite, this apple shows up they all try to pick it up at the same time and an argument breaks out for who the apple was really for, Zeus intervenes and picks a young Trojan prince (in some myths he’s the son of Aphrodite), the goddess try to bribe him into picking them Hera offers him power, Athena offers to make him a great warrior, Aphrodite offers him the most beautiful woman in the world. He chooses Aphrodite and makes him sail over to Sparta and he is graciously hosted and is greeted by Menelaus; 2 versions one in which Helen loves the prince and one in which she doesn’t, in one he seduces her and the other he kidnaps her. He takes her back to Troy, Menelaus wakes up next morning to find his wife missing, realizing what has happened summons his brother who then summons the group of people who made the oath. 
· The Agamemnon: Agamemnon makes his way home, he shows up with her war prize Cassandra, she was cursed by Apollo because she rejected him her curse was she spoke true prophecies but no one would believe her, He had angered Artemis and she wanted him to sacrifice his own daughter which he killed and sacrificed to get the winds to blow so he could get to Troy, Clytemnestra has been harbouring this grudge for 10 years and has taken up with his cousin Aegisthus and once Agamemnon returns they both plan on killing him, Cassandra warns Agamemnon about the betrayal, he is murdered in the bath tub by Clytemnestra and his cousin. 
· The Libation Bearer: About the children of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra, Orestes and Electra, Orestes was sent away because they thought he would be killed next, he is raised somewhere else and is raised to avenge his father’s death he is told by the oracle of Apollo at Delphi that he needs to go back and avenge his father, he returns and he reconciles with his sister, Electra, she is treated badly, she is told what he is about to do and encourages him, Orestes kill his mother and her lover, and is immediately chased by the furies, vengeances demons, he is forced out of the city.
· The Eumenides: Apollo sends Orestes to Athens, Athena convenes a court in Athens and sits as judge and gets a jury, Apollo defends Orestes and the Furies prosecute him, first court room drama, the furies make the argument that w/o the guarantee of ancient justice that they deliver there would be no reason for humans to avoid the most heinous crimes, Apollo defends him by talking about the importance of a father than a mother and the jury(5 or 6) half of which acquits and the other half says hes guilty, Athena acquits him of the charges saying that he killed his mother because he had to avenge his father and his duties to his father were more important, Athena appeases the Furies(Erinyes) by giving them a permanent place of honour at Athens and renames them the Kindly ones(Eumenides)
· This myth is of civic progress 
Trojan War: The Iliad:
· Homer: iliad and Odyssey are earliest poems in Greek Literature, don’t know if Homer was even a real person referred to as a blind bird (blind poet), created type of poetry called epic(song-epos).
· Prelude to Trojan War: the wedding of Peleus and Thetis(Achilles parents), the judgement of Paris, and the abduction/seduction of Helen, Odysseus tries to get out of not going because he as a young child and a wife and tries to pretend he’s gone crazy, takes an ox and a donkey plows the land and plants salt but one of the Greek generals take his child puts him in the field in front of him to see if he’s actually crazy and his secret is found out, other person is Achilles, his mother doesn’t want him to go, he is one of the best soldiers they have, because he has 2 choices 1 he can go to Troy and become a great warrior and die young or 2 live a long boring life, she tries to hide him away by hiding him up as a girl but Achilles makes his choice of being a great warrior
· The ILIAD: The iliad is about Achilles rage, it takes place in the 10th year of the war.
· The Greeks: Achilles(swift-footed): he is a great warrior, youngest of the Greeks, son of Peleus and Thetis, as a child he was dipped in River Styx by Thetis holding him by the heel(Achilles Heel)(Main Character). Agamemnon(Lord of men): supreme commander of the Greek forces, gathers everyone together. Menelaus(dear to Ares): brother of Agamemnon and husband of Helen. Odysseus(cunning): man with a plan, son of Laertes, husband of Penelope, major character in the Odyssey. Ajax(mighty): bulwark of the Greeks, second best fighter after Achilles, very proud, straight forward, loyal to Achilles, Patroclus(horseman): best friend of Achilles, possibly his lover, older than Achilles, has a softer personality
· The Trojans: Priam(Old and noble): king of Troy, too old to fight, he has many children(49), father of Hector, all his sons die except 1. Hector(man-killing): Trojan version of Achilles almost, only fights with Achilles a couple of times, son of Priam, destiny linked to Troy,(Symbolically)once he dies marks the beginning of the end of Troy. Aeneas: Only survivor of the royal house of Troy, not the son of Priam, son of Aphrodite. 
· All the Gods: side characters, support certain heroes, Zeus makes choices that affect them occasionally, on the ground is Athena supports the Greek side, Hermes, Aphrodite, Hera
· The Iliad plot: it starts off in the middle of a conflict, there was a priest(Chryses) of Apollo and he has a daughter named Chryseïs, she is captured in the war, the greeks do raids of villages around the city and take whatever they can and come back with a war prize(geras) and they also take woman(war bride), Chryseïs is taken by Agamemnon as a war bride and Chryses tries to buy her back, but Agamemnon refuses so Chryses prays to Apollo(first god in the war) to punish the greeks and Apollo shoots the greek forces with his disease arrows causing a plague, Agamemnon give Chryseïs back, timé(honor) every greek hero feels they have to defend their honor, during war they get war prizes as reward for participating in the war, Agamemnon fells dishonored so he takes Achilles war bride Briseïs, this cause his rage, he confronts Agamemnon they fight with each other verbally and Achilles feels disrespected by Agamemnon and so he reaches for his sword and Athena grabs him by his hair to stop him, so Achilles withdraws from the fight and accuses Agamemnon for not doing as much as the other greek Heros, every hero comes with their own army and he withdraws his army and he stays in his tent for the rest of the war, without him the Trojans gain ground because the Greeks lose their strongest soldier, every greek hero wants to prove himself and make a name for himself, Hector leaves the war and comes to the city briefly to see his wife Andromache and his infant son Astyanax, Andromache pleads that he not return to battle because she has a feeling that hes not going to make it, she has no one left other than Hector, Hector says he worries about this as well but even more cares about this reputation in the eyes of the people of Troy, he leans over to his baby to say bye and the child starts to cry being scared by the ploom of the helmet so he takes it off and cuddles his baby one last time, and he says that he hopes that the child grows up and becomes a better man then himself, none of the Greeks have their families with them unlike the Trojans, Agamemnon sends Odysseus, Ajax to convince him to rejoin the war because many of the greeks are dying and offer him to give back Briseïs and many other war prices, Achilles refuses the offer and says that this isn’t an apology it’s a bribe, things go so badly for the greeks that Patroclus his friends asks him to rejoin the war but he still refuses, so Patroclus puts on Achilles armor and goes into battle to make the Trojans think that Achilles is back to put fear into the Trojans fighters, but all this does is get Hectors attention so Hector fights him and killing him, a messenger tell Achilles what has happened so he rejoins the war to get revenge, Achilles mother gets him new armor made by Hephaestus to keep him safe ,there is a final battle between Hector and Achilles and Achilles overwhelms Hector and kills him but before he kills him Hector asks Achilles to bury him or to let his family bury him, but Achilles is so enraged and takes back his armor and ties his body to his horse and drag him around and does this for several days, after many days Priam comes to Achilles and begs for his sons body back, and Achilles recalls his own father and knows that he won’t see his father again and gives Hectors body back
· Begins with Achilles anger and ends with it being released, the plot focuses mainly on the emotions of one man and how it destroys those around him, the characters are not just action figures and they have different motivations.
· Trojan war aftermath: Achilles dies, they reward his armor that was made by Hephaestus which cause the madness of Ajax
· Death of Achilles: he is in a battle with Penthesilea(Amazons allied with the Torjans), as he is about to kill her he falls in love(in some stories), Paris guided by Apollo shoots Achilles in his heel with an arrow killing him, there is a fight over the body, the Trojans want to take it to get some revenge for what he did to Hector, Ajax and Odysseus bring it back and there is a grand funeral for Achilles that lasts 17 days and games are played
· Achilles Armor: it is offered as a prize to the next best warrior, Ajax because of his closeness to Achilles feels he deserves it and because he retrieved him while also Odysseus claims it, so they have a competition to give speeches to the Greeks and Odysseus is awarded the armor because he is the better speaker, Ajax feels dishonored so he goes into a rage and losses his mind(told in Ajax by Sophocles), he attempts to kills the greek commanders, Athena intervenes and makes him think that a herd of sheep are the greek commanders and he kill the sheep, he feels ashamed and dishonored by what he intended to do and so he commits suicide.
· Philoctetes doesn’t make it to the war because they stop off at an island and he not realizing is bitten by a snake on his foot and it got infected and it started to smell really bad so they(crewmen) bring him on the ship and try to fix it but because of the smell and listening to him scream they leave him behind on an island near troy. After the death of Achilles the greeks are told they need certain thing for the fall of Troy, first is Neoptolemus, son of Achilles, Athena palladium (symbolic feature that it make Troy vulnerable), and they need the bow of Heracles given to Philoctetes, Odysseus and Neoptolemus sail to Lemnos to retrieve the bow, Neoptolemus feels pity for Philoctetes, Heracles comes from Olympus and tells Philoctetes to go with the greeks and so he is healed by son of Asclepuis and kills Paris  
Odyssey:
· Nostos of Odysseus, man of many ways can translate to of twists and turns, begins in the 20 years after the war begins (war lasts 10 years), first part of the poem is flashbacks he is telling someone why it took him 10 years to go back home.
· Books 1- 4 are called Telemacheia(Journey of Telemachus), Odysseus’ son, Penelope has defended of suitors for the past 10 years and want to marry her, the suitors are wasting the supplies of the palace, Telemachus is about 20 when a young man is becoming an adult, attempts to round up people to throw out the suitor but doesn’t have the authority, with the help of Athena goes to find out about his father, goes to Nestor(wise old man) in Pylos and Menelaus in Sparta, suitors find out he is away and plan to kill him when he returns.
· Book 5: goes to the beginning with Odysseus on this island with Calypso, she has fallen in love with him and wont let him leave, he has no men or ships, she if forced to let him go because Athena, who has been supporting him, asks Zeus asks him to let him go home, so they build him a ship but Poseidon get wind of this and isn’t keen on letting him go home and nearly kills him
· Books 6 – 7: he survives and lands on the island of the Phaeacians, hes saved by Nausicaä a young princess, she helps him and brings him to the palace, this is where we get all the flashbacks
· Book 8-12: he lies about who he is saying he was a guy on a ship, the queen senses that there is something about him, so she forces him to reveal himself, he tells them about everything that has happened to him
· Books 13 – 21: the Phaeacians take pity on him and they send him back to Ithaca on a ship, he doesn’t march back into the palace because he’e been told what is happening back home, disguises himself as a beggar with the help of Athena, makes his way into the palace as a beggar, sees the situation in the palace
· Book 21- 22: contest for who will marry Penelope, he kills all the suitors
· Books 23-24: he has to prove himself to Penelope and final test and the 2 are reunited
· Lotus Eaters: Odysseus leaves Troy with 600 people and 12 ships, huge storm causes them to go south to the land of the lotus eaters, the people there are really friendly, lotus eaters eat a lotus plant(not pink Asian plant) which is a drug, Odysseus’ men eat it and start to forget everything, Odysseus see this as an issue and so he gathers them together and forces them off the island 
· Land of Cyclopes: he comes to the land of the cyclopes, the cyclopes are uncivilized don’t live like humans, don’t cultivate land, don’t build ships, live like hermits and are sheep herders, the island looks like a paradise for Odysseus, Odysseus and a few men go explore the island and come across Polyphemus sleeping in his cave, so they decide to bring potent wine they got as a gift for xenia, Polyphemus has left, they eat his cheese, his men want to steel the food and Odysseus wants to stay to see what kind of gift he can get, Polyphemus return and doesn’t see the men so he closes his cave with a giant rock, he gets angry when he sees the men and asks Odysseus who he is and where they came from, Odysseus lies to him saying he was ship wrecked and tells Polyphemus of his difficulties after Troy and asks for one thing, xenia, Polyphemus says we don’t care about the gods because we are stronger and then he kills 2 of Odysseus’ men and eats them, Odysseus plans to stab the monster but realizes he cant move the boulder, in the morning Polyphemus lets the sheep out to tend his flocks, Odysseus finds a long stick and has his men sharpen it and put in the fire to harden it, when Polyphemus comes back Odysseus offers him the potent wine he brought, gets Polyphemus gets drunk and asks Odysseus his name, Odysseus being smart replies with Outis(Nobody), Odysseus knows how curses work, so Polyphemus says Odysseus’ gift will be that he will be eaten last, Polyphemus promptly passes out and Odysseus and his men drive the stake into Polyphemus’ eye, the other cyclopes hear him screaming and come running an ask who is attacking him and he says nobody and the other cyclopes leave, in the morning the blind Polyphemus moves the rock and Odysseus and his men escape by holding on the under bellies of the giant rams, Odysseus being over confident tells him his real name as he escapes with his men, Polyphemus pray to his father Poseidon to punish/curse Odysseus (let him not reach home if does to have lost all his men and with great troubles at home and upon another mans ship)
· Aeolus & Laestrygonians: ends up on the island of Aeolus(mythical land), he is the wind-king(controls winds), gives Odysseus a bag full of dangerous winds which he is never to use until he gets close to Ithica. He doesn’t tell his men about this so the men think there is treasure in it, they used to share treasure of food with each other, so when Odysseus falls asleep they open it and release the dangerous winds and now they are far from ithica and cant get back home, this causes him to end up at laestrygonia the island of cannibals, they battle the Laestrygonians and some are eaten and all his ships are lost except 1 that is his own ship and the men on that ship.
· Circe: they next come to an island that belongs to Circe(a beautiful witch) who hates men, she feed them a meal and turns them into half men and half pigs, Odysseus is protect by Athena and now Hermes who gives him a magical herb(mola) which projects him, he eats the herb and then eat her stew and doesn’t turn, and she is amazed by him and he forces her to turn his men back to men, he lives on the island with her as her lover for a year, the men are tired and want to go home so Odysseus agrees and Circe lets him go but she tells him that he cant go home and that he needs to go the underworld to know about his future and that he has to perform a ritual(Nekuia), has to sacrifice an animal by slitting the throat and let the blood pool so the ghost can drink from it so they can speak to him
· Underworld: Tiresias: the blind prophet, tells Odysseus his future(things that are going to happen to him) and the state of things at home, warns him about Helius’ cattle(that if he finds cattle on an island don’t touch them, sees Agamemnon: tells him his story, he is surprised to see him there, and kind of gives him a warning, see Achilles and Ajax: Achilles says he would rather be a slave then dead and that his choice was wrong, Ajax is stilling holding on to his grudge, his mother Anticlea: she dies of loneliness, tells him he has a loyal and great, Elpenor(crew member): cant make his way into the underworld, he got drunk climbs Circe’s house and falls down breaks his neck. He goes back to Circe and she reminds him 1 more time about the cattle
· Sirens, Scylla, & Charybdis:sirens half bird half female monsters, sing beautiful songs, cause men to sail their ships to rocks and sink so sirens can eat them, Odysseus know this, gets all his men to row the ship by putting wax in the ears, he wants to hear the sirens he gets his men to tie him to the sail pole so he can hear it, they offer Odysseus special knowledge that no human knows, he wants to go but they have instructions to ignore him, Scylla and Charybdis: they get to the passage with both of them on either side Scylla is turned into a monster with 6 dog heads 12 legs eats sailor from their ships, Charybdis: personification of a whirlpool, cant go down the middle to close, he goes to Scylla and loses 6 men.
· Helius’ Cattle: one of the men want him to pull over, they stop at the island of Helios, Poseidon get wind of this so he stops the winds from blowing, cant row his way home so they are stuck on the island, he warns his men about the cattle, Odysseus goes to pray to the gods from on the other side of the island, his men trap the cattle and eat them hoping they rather be punished then be stuck on the island, Odysseus is angry so he gets all the men on the ship to leave, Helios finds out what has happened o Helios asks Zeus to smash the ship otherwise he will take away the sun, Zeus agrees and kills all his men except Odysseus and washs up on the island where Calypso(daughter of Atlas) lives, she nurses him back to life and falls in love with him so she keeps him on the island for 7 years, Athena asks Zeus to let him go home while Poseidon is away, Calypso is forced to let him go, she offers him immortality if he stays, Odysseus turns it down, sails away from the island on a raft.
· Nausicaä: Poseidon finds out what has happened so he sends a storm to drown him, he survives and washs up on the island of Phaeacians, looks homeless the lowest point for him, Athena sends a dream to the kings daughter(Nausicaä) that she should do the laundry on the shore, she does this, she finds Odysseus and he is completely naked and he approaches her and she gets scared a little, he manages her to listen to her an tells her a story and she gets a feeling he is special so she gets her maids to bathe him and give him clothes, shes tells him to follow her from afar to the castle and she tells her her parents name, he tells his story not his real one(he was a crew men) and he gets xenia, but the queen feels hes more than what he is saying he is and is forced to tell his real story, so the Phaeacians send him home on a ship and the curse now fulfilled
· Ithaca: Odysseus first goes to the swineherds(Eumaeus) house and he goes in as a disguise( a beggar) with the help of Athena, the swineherd shows him xenia but doesn’t realize who it is, and he and his son are reunited, because he heard the suitors are going to kill him goes to the swineherds house, Telemachus has not seen his father since he was a baby, Emaeus and Telemachus now know who he is, and Telemachus tells him what has happened, Odysseus head to the palace and he is shown xenia from his wife, the suitors abuse Odysseus verbal, Penelope has Euryclea(Odysseus’ nanny) wash his feet and she realizes who he is because of a mark he got as a child from a boar on his inner thigh, she almost gives it away but Odysseus grabs her and tells her he is going to kill her if she does.
· Contest & Reunion: Penelope know cant fend of the suitors has tried to build a tapestry for her father in law and that she will make a decision after she is done, at night he unweaves it at night they don’t catch on for a while but they do eventually, now shes at a point where she fears for her and her sons lives so she holds a contest, the contest: they have to string Odysseus’ bow and shoot an arrow through 12 axe handles, the suitors cant do it, so Penelope insists the beggar try, Odysseus strings it easily, shoots it through 12 axe handles, he kills all(108) the suitors with the help of his son and the swineherd, Telemachus send her upstairs before the massacre, Penelope is told Odysseus is back but she doesn’t believe that the beggar is her husband so she asks for her marriage bed to be brought into the hall for the beggar to sleep, and he losses it because he carved the bed into the tree that grow in the palace, he is outraged because he believes someone has chopped out if it can be moved and she finally knows its him and they are reunited
Perseus and Argos:
· Io: virgin priestess in temple of Hera, young and beautiful, Zeus comes to her in a mist/cloud, he does this to hide himself from Hera, she sees this cloud and approaches it, Zeus see Hera coming so he transforms Io into a cow, Hera knows what’s happening and says that’s a very lovely cow Zeus agrees and asks him to gift it to her and he agrees, Hera gets Argus(100 eyed monster) to guard this cow, Zeus gets Hermes to slay Argus, Hera sends a gadfly to Io and she is forced into a series of wanderings in order to get away from the fly, she comes to Egypt and Zeus finally turns her back to a woman and she gives birth to a son (Epaphus).
· Danaë and Perseus birth: Abas(Perseus’ Great grandfather) has twins(Acrisius and Proetus) who don’t get along, they hated each other in th womb, they don’t kill each other, Acrisius rules in Argos and Proetus in nearby Tiryns, Acrisius wants a son but is unsuccessful and has a daughter Danaë, he goes to an oracle and the oracle says that he won’t have a son but Danaë will and he is going to kill him, he locks up Danaë in a bronze prison underground and keeps her there, Zeus comes to her in a shower of gold, described as a golden mist coming into the chamber from a window, he can’t kill her because she is his own blood, loophole is if she dies but he doesn’t do it by his own hand, she has the child(Perseus) while in prison, Acrisius hears the child and opens up the chamber to see Danaë with him, she tells him it was Zeus but doesn’t believe it, so locks them up in a wooden boxes and drifts them on the sea, they survive and wash up on an island(Seriphos), Dictys(fisherman) finds the box, opens it saves them and brings them back to his home and takes care of them, he is the brother of the king of Seriphos(Polydectes), Perseus grows up in the home of Dictys, Polydectes sees Danaë and falls in love with her, she doesn’t care, Perseus is a young man, Polydectes see Perseus as a threat and tries to get him distract but cant find it until Perseus gives him one himself, Polydectes throws a party and says all the nobles must bring him a gift of a horse, looks down on Perseus because he cant provide this, so Perseus says he can bring him the head of a Gorgon, Polydectes agrees and now Perseus is stuck with a quest he doesn’t believe he can accomplish, wonders off to a lonely part of Seriphos to feel sorry for himself, Athena and Hermes come to him.
· Perseus the Gorgon slayer: The Gorgons come in a set of Three, two were immortal and Medusa was mortal, Hermes and Athena tell him he has to do little quests before getting the head, first thing he has to do is find the group of woman called the Graeae, old hags( witches come in threes), they only have one eye that they share, he has to go to find out where a group of nymphs are so he can get magical implements to help him slay Medusa, the Graeae won’t help him so he takes their eye and gives it back after he finds out where the nymph are, the nymph give him the items(cap of invisibility(given by Hades of taken by Hermes), winged sandals(given by Hermes), kibisis(money bag), scimitar(extra sharp sword given by Hermes), bronze shield(given by Athena, super reflective)), uses all the items to his advantage uses the shield to look at Medusa, cut off her head and puts it in the bag, Pegasus and Chrysaör come out of her head other version is the blood from the head lands in the sea and out of the sea is born from Pegasus, but in both cases Poseidon is the father.
· Perseus and Andromeda: On his way back he stops a Joppa(Etheopia) ruled by Cepheus and Cassiopeä, Cassiopeä has done something awful, she boasted she is better than a goddess her punishment is a sea monster is sent to ravish the city and the only way to save the city is to sacrifice his daughter, Perseus see this and says if he can save her and the city he wants to get married to her, the king agrees, Perseus saves Andromeda and the city, so he is given Andromeda and the kingdom, he stays there for a while and has a child(Perses) with Andromeda, then leaves Joppa with Andromeda, leaves his son back in Joppa.
· Perseus’ return: he comes back to Seriphos and finds out that Polydectes tired of waiting has forced himself with his Danaë and are held up in a temple, if you went to a church and calm sanctuary people don’t want to go in and drag people out to kill him, Perseus kill Polydectes with the Medusa head turning him into stone and saves his mother, Perseus decides he wants to go back to Argo, Acrisius finds out Perseus is coming back so he flees, being the grandson he and Andromeda are now king and queen of Argos, Perseus goes to a sporting competition and joins a discus throwing competition and he throws his discus, it goes off course and hits his grandfather in the head killing him, Perseus finds out but doesn’t actually get divine punishment because he feels really bad for what he has done and feels he cant go back to Argos, so he goes to Tiryns and the King of Tiryn(Megapenthes), son of Proteus, tells the king what happens so the king says lets trade cities, so now Perseus rules over Tiryns and Megapenthes rules over Argos, Perseus goes and finds the city of Mycenae(becomes a powerful city), him and Andromeda live a happy life and rule peacefully, and they are rewarded towards the end on their lifes and are turned into constellations.
· Perseus  & Folktale: monsters, witches, magic, damsel in distress, Danaë the heroine(isolation, impregnated by a god, punishment, rescue), happily ever afte
· Perseus&Saga: Hero’s birth, hardship, an enemy, help from gods, quests/labours, reward, purification
Heracles:
· Related to Perseus
· Club, lion pelt
· Son of Alcumens and Zeus, Amphitryon’ wife
· Alcumens   conceives 2 children: Heracles of Zeus(in disguise of Amphitryon) and Iphicles(Amphitryons), name means glory of Hera, ironic because Hera doesn’t like him at all, wrecks Zeus’ prophecy for him to be king and sends snakes to attack him im his cradle, Heracles is given an uppercase education(academics(meh), athletics(excels), music(terrible)), murder his music teacher(linus) after losing temper(beaten to death by a Lyre)  this is his first murder and he is exiled(teens)
· Thespus’ 50 daughters: Heracles helps Thespus by killing lions that threaten him, reveals Heracles; appetite for food, sex, violence
· Thebes: leads the army of Thebes against an enemy, is victorious, and marries first wife, Megane, Hera causes him to go mad and kill his wife and children, goes to Delphi after to redeem himself, he goes to city of Tiryns and becomes slave to Eurystheus
· 12 (10?) -> many different versions: 1. Nemean Lion 2. Lernaeon Hydra 3. Cerynean deer 4. Erymanthion boar 5. Augeon stables 6. Stymphalion birds 7. Cretan bull 8. Manes of Diomedes 9. Girdle of Hippolyta 10. Cattle of greyan 11. Apples of Hesperides 12. Cerbeus
· Nemean lion: first labour gains club and pelt
· Hydra 2nd labour: brings Iolaus(nephew) -> regular person(sidekick), cauterized the neck, first deals with giant crab(Cancer), water serpent of the lemaean swamps, buries head(immortal) under rock and dips arrows in the blood(poison arrows) 
· Ermanthian Boar 4th labour: giant boar of mount Erymanthus, must capture and bring back alive, side deed the centaur, Pholus  -> killed accidently by Heracles during fighting, this speaks to the danger to those around heroes
· Augean Stables 5th labour: neglected stables of Augeas at elis( near Olympia), humiliation myth, however clearly asks for payment and diverts some nearby rivers, Augeas reneges Heracles cause he finds out he is Eurytheus’ slave
· Cretan Bull 7th labour: first labour out of Pelopennese, giant bull of Crete, bring back alive and ride it back to Peloponese( bull swims), gets away Theseus kills it
· The Girdle of Hippolyta 9th labour: magical belt of Hippolyta, queen of the Amazons, Hippolyta gives girdle willingly, Hera interferes convinces other Amazonian woman to attack him, Heracles thought Hippolyta tricked him so he kills her takes the belt and leaves
· Apples of Hesperides 11th labour: Hera’s magical tree(tree of life?) near Atlas, golden apples(immortality), Hesperides and ladon(serpant) guard it, Nereus knows where it is but wont tell him until Heracles beats Nereus at wrestling, convinces Atlas to go get the apples while he holds up the sky, Heracles’ trick: atlas doesn’t want to hold the sky again so Heracles tells him to hold the sky while he gets himself a pillow, side deed Prometheus freed by Heracles
· Cerberus 12th labour: conquest of death most difficult needs help from Athena and Hermes, bring back multi headed guard dog of the underworld, asks Hades he says as long as he doesn’t hurt the dog he can have it, later on returned to the underworld,
· Heracles marries Deianira on his way back home has to cross river Nessus(centaur) evil pretends to help them takes off with Deianira and is shot by heracles and his poison arrows before he dies he tells her to take his blood as it is a love potion to make Heracles fall in love with her, she takes blood covered cloak, he starts falling in love with iole so his wife gifts him the cloak but it is poisoned and it burns his skin and he burns himself but it turned into a god by Zeus

Theseus & Attica: 
· Athenian foundation myth: first king is Cecrops of athens (grew from the earth), founding ancestor of Athens, Athena and Poseidon contest occurred while Cecrops was king, Erichthonius: mother of is both Athena and Gaia, Erechtheus the next king he sacrifices his daughter to end the war, autochthonous(characters that come from the earth)
· Birth of Theseus: Aegeus is a king but he has no heir, he consults the Delphic Oracle and gets a cryptic warning that he should not undo, he passes through the city of Troy and meets pittheus who can decrypt messages, he is going to get an heir when he is drunk but the heir is going to cause some problem to him, Pittheus get him drunk and Aegeus has a child with Pittheus daughter Aethra, and she also sleeps with Poseidon so the child has 2 fathers and 1 mother, Aegeus is going to leave him some tokens(sandals and sword), Theseus makes his way to Athens with the tokens, Theseus has 6 labours between Troezen and Athens
· Labours of Theseus: Periphetes(The clubber): clubs people on the head, attempts to club(iron/wooden) Theseus, takes the club from him and hits Perophetes with the club, sinis(The pine bender): he disposes people with 2 pine trees bends the 2 trees ties you up and lets the trees go and you get ripped apart this is exactly how Theseus kills him, Crommyonian Sow(like a boar): kills the sow and saves the area, Sciron(trickster): robs people and forces them to wash his feet he would kick them off a cliff and they would be eaten by a man eating turtle, Theseus throws him off the cliff and he gets eaten by the turtle, Cercyon(wrestler): wrestles people and if he wins he kills you, Theseus wrestles him Theseus wins and strangles him to death, Procrustes(torturer/serial killer): invites travellers into his hut to sleep and if your tall he makes you sleep on the small bed and if your small offers you a big bed if your tall he cuts off your head and legs, Theseus finds out what is happening so he puts him in the small bed and cuts off his head and legs.
· Theseus’ Nostos: arrives in Athens, Aegeus is now married to Medea and they have a son, Medea realizes who Theseus is immediately so she attempts to kill Theseus with her witch craft because she feels hes a threat to her son, she gets Aegeus to poison him so he pulls the sword on the table Aegeus realizes who he is and slaps the poison drink out his hand and is now united with his father, he captures the bull of marathon and kills it(same bull that Heracles caught)
· Myth & Propaganda: barely know until 6th BCE, Pisistraus ruled Athens (561-527 BCE): united Attica, Panathenaia festival for Athena, Athenian coinage, came into play under his rule, battle of Marathon, said that ghost of Theseus fought with the Athenians, 
· Cretan Myth: Zeus brings Europa to Crete and they have 3 sons(Minos, Sarpedon & Rhadamanthys), Cretan king marries Europa and adopts her sons, Asterius dies and Minos claims kingship, he asks for a bull to prove that he is meant to be king so posidon sends a bull, Minos like the bull that he keeps it and sacrifices one of his own bulls, Minos marries Pasiphaë, Poseidon curses her with zoophile, Minos get Daedalus(inventor) constructs a hollow wooden cow, and she produces a minotaur(half bull half man) eats men, Daedalus creates a prison/maze for the minotaur, Androgëus( son of Minos) goes athletic competition and he gets prizes and ends up being killed, Minos launches expedition against Athens, Zeus is on his side and sends a Famine and Plague to Athens, the oracle advises capitulation that 7 boys and girls be sent to be sacrificed at the Labyrinth, Theseus volunteers to look at the issue, Minos’ daughter(Ariadne) falls in love with Theseus, she gives a ball of thread to Theseus (clue means ball of thread), Theseus kills the Minotaur, Theseus and Ariadne escape to Naxos, when they fall asleep he leaves her there, she is later found by Dionysus and makes her his wife.
· Minos imprisons Daedalus and his son inside the Labyrinth, so he makes wings with feathers and wax and he tells his son to not fly to close to the sun but he doesn’t listen so the wax melts and he plunges to earth and drowns
Jason & Medea:
· Jason: Thessaly(place in northern Greece) his story is written by Pindar, called Pythian Odes, but talking of Medea by Euripides
· Starts with Aeolus who has a number of sons, but main one is Athamas has children with goddess named Nephele(cloud nymph, can become a cloud), has 2 kids Phrixus(son) and Hellé(daughter), after having the children Nephele leaves(doesn’t stay with Aeolus as a wife), Athamas gets married to Ino(daughter od Cadmus), wants to have children and wants her son to be the heir but Phrixus is next in line to inherit the kingdom, so she comes up with an elaborate trap to destroy Phrixus, she bribes women of the kingdom to parch(roast the seeds) the grain, so nothing grows kingdom is running low on food, so the king sends a messenger to Delphi to get an oracle(not told what the original oracle is), Ino bribes the messengers to tell the king a false prophecy, prophecy is if he wants to solve this issue he has to sacrifice his son, he doesn’t want to but he decides to do it, gets Phrixus on an alter and prepares for the sacrifice but before he can strike him Nephele intervenes and sends a golden ram(from Hermes)(fly/runs fast), Phrixus and Hellé(not a target) escape on the golden ram and head east(head toward the black sea), Hellé falls off the ram between Istanbul and turkey called Hellespont and drowns, ram continues to Colchis(king is Aeëtes is king), Phrixus sacrifices the ram and gives the golden fleece to Aeëtes, who then hangs the golden fleece on a sacred grove(tree) of Ares where it is guarded by a never sleeping serpent/dragon, Phrixus marries Aeëtes daughter.
· iolcus(city in Thessaly), Cretheus, he had 2 sons, legitimate son Aeson and also has a stepson Pelias, wife had affair with Poseidon and produced Pelias, they are half brothers share the same mother, Aeson is older next in line for the throne, Pelias is ambushes so he attacks and imprisons Aeson, Aeson has a wife who is pregnant when this happens, she has child(Jason) and is worried for his safety because if Pelias was to find out he will find a way to get rid of him, she finds a way to send him away, she tells Pelias that the child didn’t survive, she has someone take the child to the mountains to be raised by a centaur, Chiron(wise), he is taught everything, Pelias gets an oracle saying beware the man w/ one sandal(knows trouble is coming), when Jason grows up he knows hes meant to be the king Iolcus so he returns to Iolcus, along the he comes across an old woman(Hera in disguise) who is trying to cross the river, she has taken a liking to Jason, he helps her, she doesn’t like Pelias and wants to help Jason, he loses his sandal so when he shows up in Iolcus he is wearing one sandal, Pelias knows that Jason is going to be trouble, Pelias says he will give back the kingdom if he shows he is willing, so he is sent on a quest(Pelias is hoping he isn’t going to come back) to retrieve the golden fleece, Jason doesn’t have anything so he needs a ship so Argus creates a ship called the Argo(swift), Athena helps Jason create the ship, Athena takes a limb of the Dodona(Zeus’ shrine a tree), and creates the bow of the ship that talks, Jason collects his band of warriors(argonauts)(most famous: Heracles(late edition not part of the story originally, later becomes the most important, only makes it part way through the expedition), Orpheus(in later version of the story not there originally), Caster(great horsemen) and Polydeuces(great boxer), Zetes and Calais(sons of the north wind, semi-divine, demi-gods, have wings), Telamon(Ajax’ father), Peleus(Achilles’ father), Idmon the seer(prophet)), they make their way to the island of Lemnos not a man in sight all women, shown up after a conflict(the men weren’t paying attention to their wives so the women killed all the men), they spend a year repopulating the island, Heracles gets bored and gets them to move on, they go east to Cyzicus, they arrive, come into the harbor are greeted by the king who is hospitable have a good time, they  sail on later that day, a wind blows and sends them off course, late in the night they come back to the harbor and don’t know where they sent back to, Cyzicus don’t know who they are thinking they are raider they attack, they kill the king so they stay to bury the king and show respect, they then go to Cios, they stop to get food and this is also when Heracles leaves the expedition,  Pilus and Heracles have a close relationship, Pilus goes arounf on Cios and find a grow of nymphs, they are attracted to his beauty that they tell him to stay, so he goes missing and Heracles is worried so he goes to find him, Jason and the others try to find him but they cant so they leave them both behind, they next come to Amycus, Amycus has a king who likes to box, and he challenges anyone who comes to the island, the Argonauts send Polydeuces(Zeus’ son, has certain amount of strength) he kills the king, so they have to escape from there, in their next stop they come across a king named Phineus(blind and starving) gifted the ability to prophesize the future and he has abused it and used it for his self-gain and is punished(every time he sat he was blinded and every time he sat down to eat a meal the Harpies would fly down and steal it) by the gods, the Argonauts come while this is happening, the Argonauts save him form the Harpies, Zetes and Calais fly up and drive the Harpies away, Phineus helps them by telling them the future, especially about the clashing rocks(at random times they clash together), Phineus tells them about how to get by them(says stop when you come to them and send out a dove and if the dove makes it through row like you’ve never rowed before), Jason does this and the dove makes it through so they row like crazy, no one has ever made it through the rocks and if anyone ever does they wont clash anymore, the rocks are forever still after he makes it through, he makes it to Colchis on the black sea, Aeëtes is still the king, Aeëtes has a daughter(Medea) who falls in love with Jason with the help of Aphrodite and Hera, Jason tells Aeëtes what he is there to do, Medea is a devotee of Hecate(minor goddess, goddess of witch craft and magic), Medea is a witch(young, beautiful), Aeëtes tells Jason he can take it but has to prove his worth,Aeëtes sets him some tasks(thinking he is going to die not knowing his daughter has fallen in love with Jason), first thing he has to do is yoke 2 fire breathing bulls in order to plow a field, after he has to sow(plant) dragons teeth(which produce men) but this time they are warriors set to kill Jason he then kills them, the fire breathing bulls are an issue but Medea helps by giving him an ointment that makes in impervious to injury for a day he uses this to yoke the bulls, he sows the field and kills the warriors without too much difficulty, then he has to make his was to grove of Ares to get the fleece where he meets an unsleeping dragon and Medea gives him a drug the dragon to drink so it can fall asleep(in some versions Medea kills the dragon), both of them flee and Aeëtes realizing she helped him and are fleeing away he pursues them, in some version her brother also helps them and see that her father is catching up decides to kill her brother and chop him up and throw him behind the chariot so Aeëtes stopes not wanting to run over him in order to escape, Jason returns to Iolcus with the fleece and Pelias who thought he wasn’t going to make it back alive is surprised and refuses to honour his side of the pact, Medea doesn’t like this so she tricks Pelias; daughter by doing a magic trick(she chops up a ram into small pieces and then kills Jason’s father and puts him in a cauldron and stirs it around and then pops out Aeson young and alive, the daughters see this and they want to do this for their father, she gives the daughters the magic herbs and the daughter kill their father put him in a cauldron stir and nothing happens because Medea doesn’t give them the actual herbs, this backfires Jason and Medea are driven out of the city so they go to Corinth(Creon(different guy from Antigone ) is king), they settle in Corinth and have 2 sons.
· Euripides’ Medea: Jason is happy for a while but doesn’t have a kingdom (Medea is a foreigner so in greek eyes the marriage isn’t real) Creon has a marriageable daughter Glauce, Jason see an opportunity for a kingdom decides to marry her leaving Medea, the king decides to banish Medea(has a reputation for being a witch and dangerous) and her children and now has nobody but her children so she decides to take revenge, she gives a gift to Glauce she sends a cloak and a crown as a wedding gift cover in ointment which burns when she wears it and dies in a painful way, and her revenge on Jason is to take away his bride and kill her 2 sons and then escapes(helius(father) sends a chariot to take her to Athens the king(Theseus’ dad)
· Jason’s Death: Medea tells Jason his death, he is left Corinth and is unhappy for the rest of his life and one day down by the Argo(thinking about adventures he’s had) a piece of the bow falls off hit Jason and he dies.
Roman Myth I:
· Romans are their own civilization(theyre their own people), influenced by others and influence others
· Romans have no creation(creation of the world/universe) myth and have little divine myth, they are connected with myths about Rome, they have legends connected with Roman history and Rome. The Roman myth is used as propaganda in a grand scale. Roman myth have a moral and political purpose
· Roman History: Rome built on Tiber river, Greek colonies south of Italy/Sicily, Romans are influenced by Etruscans and the Greeks by their culture, there are 7 hills, the island was swampy and the Romans drained it and built on the hills, Rome founded in 753 BCE, they started a monarchy, they lived with 7 kings, 500 BCE the last king was expulsed because they believed the kings were corrupt and established a republic(more democratic, not democracy), had a senate(for a while) made up off older Roman politicians , 2 consults have highest position in government 1 cant do anything without the support of the other, Rome grows it empire to Italy, Sicily, north Africa, westward, eastward, Mediterranean, sometimes they create allies or assimilate or take by force, they have a cultural exchange, the republic works well for a while where the elite have more power but it fell, by the time of Julius Caesar a lot of men had taken power for themselves, Julius Caesar comes makes himself a perpetual dictator, during a crisis power is given to a general for 6 months to deal with the crisis and then hand it back to the republic, the Romans don’t like this and so he is assassinated, his right hand man and grandnephew(adopted) try to rule together but fall into a civil war and fall out, Caesar connected himself with the goddess venus, Mark Antony connects  himself with Dionysus, Octavian(Augustus) connects himself with Apollo, using gods and ideas in a political way(opposing one another), Antony and Octavian have it out, final battle and Octavian is victorious, takes on the man emperor Augustus(doesn’t call himself an emperor or a king), beginning of the imperial period, collapse of the western part of the roman empire (AD 476),  
· Roman Religion: early indigenous Roman deities are personifications(have power no form, have a power either assent or dissent can figure out by name numen or numina(come from the latin word nuo meaning nod(yes or no)) meaning spirits), everything had a spirit, eg. Numen called Robigus numen of wheat blight(mold) the Romans had a Robigalia festival( offered wine, incense, sheep guts in exchange for healthy crops), same transactional relationship(do ut des, “I give so you may give”) as the greeks, sacrifice of animals, if you wanted to understand the will of numina through divination(come from the Etruscans) after the sacrifice these special priests would inspect the entrails of the animals for and abnormalities for a sign(liver was the most famous), also used birds to predict will of the numen, early story Romans held on a hill, enemy tried to climb up the hill in the middle of the night and attack them but there were sacred geese and they squawked and saved the Romans, they also had sacred chickens that they took to battle if they ate it meant attack if not they would pull back, story from republican history where a roman general took chickens gets to the battle really wants to engage the enemy feeds the chickens they don’t eat so he through them off the ship and they drown and loses in battle, if they say an eagle or say an eagle do something it was the will of Zeus(Jupiter), everything could have a spirit(some were more important to the state and family so some began to take on a personality, as Romans meet the Etruscans and Greeks they take influence to their numina and the numina start to take personalities, and take form, good example is Janus a 2 faced god(face on the front and a face on the back)(now we have an image), a lot of Greek influence comes from the Etruscans to the Romans, Janus(gate) was originally a numen of bridges, takes on a personality gets associated(January) with other thing and becomes an important God, god of thresholds god of decisions god of crossroads, name of months come from Romans mostly, the Romans assume of their myths and attach them to their version of the God, Avid tells a lot of divine myth which is essentially a lot of the greek stories.
· Greek/Roman Deities: Zeus/Jupiter(Jove), Hera/Juno, Demeter/Ceres(derived word cereal(grains)) ,  Artemis/ Diana(connected with moon), Hermes/Mercury(man comes from word Merx do things with merchants, and Mercury has a connection with the underworld), Hephaestus/Vulcan( smith god, volcanos), Poseidon/Neptune, Ares/Mars (Ares god of love lust and war not worshiped, Mars is important for the foundation of Rome look a little different Ares older, Mars younger), Athena/Minerva (goddess of handcraft, Roma looks a lot like Minerva), Dionysus/Liber (goddess of freedom), Aphrodite/Venus, Hades/Dis(Pluto), Hestia/Vesta (important for the Romans, especially in state religion
· Roman Deities: Lares the spirits of the family’s ancestors (often a little niche or cover where the Romans kept little figurines/dolls of the members of the family and a ball of wool to represent the servants/slave kept in a little cupboard called Lares, every day you might go to the cupboard and say a little prayer and hope you ancestors would protect you and your family), Penates spirits of storehouse (domestic spirits they are important because they guard your supplies in the house(penus = cupboard), they become associated with the state, any Roman city would have granaries they worshiped the Penates to keep them safe, Vesta goddess of the hearth, she has a function in the home but also a function of health of the state as a whole, they had a round temple where they would keep the fire burning which was protected by 6 vestal virgins(had multiple duties but 2 most important were don’t let the fire go out(bad omen) and the other thing was they had to keep their virginity as long as they were priestess, if they lost their virginity it was also a bad sign, there are 2 different stories when the vestal virgins betrayed their duties, the tradition punishment was to be given little food and water be walled up and would eventually starve to death, one story where a vestal virgin lost her virginity and betrayed the city to the enemy and was thrown off a cliff, Genius/Juno Genius for men and Juno for women everything in the world has a numen, that is what a Genius represents that numen, it’s not a soul is like a guardian spirit, connection with procreative powers of men and women, during the marriage ceremony when the married couple retired to their bed chambers and conceive a child outside they had 2 beds 1 for the Genius and 1 for the Juno they are connected with procreative powers the Genius is often associated with a snake.
Roman Myth II:
· Vergil’s Aeneid: Vergil(Author 70-19 BCE), wrote it under the rule of Augustus’(wants to promote artistic and literary programs), it can be interpreted as propaganda, post Iliad, has a connection to the fall of Troy, the story mirrors the Odyssey in structure, Aeneas escapes Troy after the fall of Troy with his Anchises and Aeneas young son Ascanius(iulus) and his wife but he loses her and she dies, starts in Carthage, the fall of Troy and the Trojan horse, and flashbacks to his adventures, opposite from Odyssey in that he has to leave his home unlike Odysseus who has to come to his home, Helenus(brother of Cassandra, has the same ability but without the curse) only son of Priam also escapes, he gives Aeneas a glimpse into his future, tells him about Polyphemus and Sicily, he then goes to Sicily and his father dies and he does a funeral for him, he then goes to Carthage(North Africa), a queen(Dido) who creates a kingdom for herself there and she falls in love with Aeneas but it isn’t meant to last, Aeneas is told he has a greater purpose and Dido is a distraction, Jupiter(Zeus) has bigger plans for him so he sends Mercury to remind him of his destiny, he tells Dido he is leaving and as he sails away she curses(saying she wishes her people and his people be forever enemies) him and then she kills herself, goes back to Sicily and then goes to Bay of Naples, he goes to the city of Cumae and meets Sibyl(oracle) which takes him down to the underworld and gets a grand tour, he sees ghosts of those who he knew, he is surprised to see Dido and Dido either cant or wont talk to him(tries to apologize), he also meets his father and he becomes an interpreter of the underworld, River Lethe(forgetfulness) he ask his father what is happening, the ghosts wait to drink from it to be reincarnated, see people who are going to be reincarnated as kings of Rome, some famous generals, and Augustus, him and his son are going to lay the ground work for Rome, he then sails to the mouth of Tiber River in Latium, local king(Latinus), whose daughter is betrothed to Turnus, he than betroths his daughter Aeneas because an oracle tells him to betroth her to a stranger, this start a war with Turnus, the River Tiber gives Aeneas some advice and says there is a Greek king on Palatine Hill, Evander and you should befriend him, creates and alliance with Etuscans, Aeneas and Turnus have a 1 on 1 battle, Aeneas wins, gets Turnus at a weakpoint and is about to let him go but he then notices his (a member of his army) armor and he then goes into a blind rage and kills Turnus, he than marries Lavinia and founds Lavinium.
· Romulus and Remus: Aeneas founds Lavinium, his son founds Alba Longa, then follows the succession of kings, Romulus and Remus found Rome, in Alba Longa the king has 2 sons Numitor( older and heir to the throne) and Amulius(the younger forces Numitor out), he forces Numitor’s daughter to become a Vestal virgin, and send Numitor into exile, Mars likes her and they have twins, she is imprisoned and orders the twins into Tiber, a she-wolf takes care of the children until a shepherd spots them and raises them, the twins grow up and become great hunters and civilizers, Remus is arrested for killing a bandit and is brought to Numitor and sentences him to death and Romulus comes to protect him by telling their story and there is a moment of recognition the 3 unite and take avenge there grandfather, they are next in line to rule the throne but the decide they want to find a new city but they have a quarrel about who will rule and who it would be named after, they resort to augury, it doesn’t work and they quarrel and Romulus kills Remus, Romulus grows the city but doesn’t have many people, so he creates an asylum for anybody and everybody, they have neighbors (Sabines) and they have daughters and try to get married to them by offering them things but the Sabines refuse and Romulus invites them all to a festival to which they come and all the Romans kidnap their daughters and this causes a war between the 2 cities, the woman after a while come and make a speech to stop the war which works
· Lucretia and last Monarch: the last king Tarquin of Rome has a son Sextus who is worse than his father and lusts after Lucretia the wife of Collatinus boosts about her and Sextus sneaks into Collantinus’ house and assaults her at a knife point, she isn’t scared of the knife so he threatens her virtue and she submits, the next morning she summons her family and close friends and tells them the story and then she commits suicide, all the men try to stop her but she cant live with it, it goes from an assault to a revolution, they aren’t happy with the king, Brutus leads the revolution and are kicked out of the city Brutus and Collatinus are the first Consuls, after this the Romans hated kings
