Sammar and Rae: An Alternate Approach to Romantic Relationships from Traditional Western Ideology 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The significance of the love and marriage between Rae and Sammar is the idea of Sammar falling in love with an Orientalist, where according to Edward Said in his book Orientalism where it defines Orientalism as what constitutes a perfect Foucauldian discourse for it deals with the Orient. The Orientalist is described as a “western style dominating, restructuring, and having authority over the Orient”. Therefore, the idea of where Sammar as the minority culture is taking the lead whereas Rae who is perceived as the dominating culture is the one who’s making adjustments to Sammar. This then amplifies the contradictions to the dominant Western ideology where it abolishes the “us” vs “them. Therefore, I believe the Sammar-Rae marriage is unique and differs from the typical scenario that Yasmin believes in.

At the beginning, Sammar really hoped for Rae to accept the Islamic faith so that in the future they could have a chance of getting married. However, Rae is unwilling to accept the Islamic faith as his own even if he did love Sammar because “it’s not in [him] to be religious.” (P126) Even if he just recited “shahadah” and convert he had “to be sure” (128) which shows that Rae will not simply follow a religion just for the sake of it.

In the end, Rae does end up following the Islamic faith where it was “…wanting it for [himself] separate from the work” and Sammar (P199). Rae also amplifies the idea that all the things he had learned about Islam through his job, it had nothing to do with his faith instead it came directly from Allah (P198). This then shows that Rae understood the difference between faith and knowledge and that he truly believed in the Islamic faith. Ultimately, it reinforces the idea that the relationship between Rae and Sammar is unique and differs from a typical relationship between a Western man and an Islamic woman. 
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