ARTH 1100
Chapter 1
Intro:
· 1925- explorers found Australopithecus (3 million year old humans) bones in a cave in Makapansgat, South Africa.
· Pebble that looks like a face found with the bones
· Not considered art because nothing was removed from normal contexts, nothing altered, and not labeled.
· Art began around 30000 BCE 

Paleolithic Art:
· Greek paleo=old and lithos=stone 
· Humans went beyond recognition of forms to representation= huge achievement

Africa:
· Ca. 1969-1972, scientists found seven fragments of stone plaques with paint on them 
· 4-5 have recognizable images of animals
· 1 has a striped beast- maybe a zebra
· Charcoal on the plaques is from around 23000 BCE
· Artists have 2 questions before beginning work
· What is my subject?- in Paleolithic times it was usually always an animal
· How shall it be represented?- profile only met their needs
· No premium on variety or originality

Western Europe:
Hohlenstein-Stadel:
· Mammoth ivory statue- foot tall, 30000 BCE, found in fragments and restored, human body, feline head, important to sculptor since it is not portable, complicated process
· Cut tusk off head 
· cut tusk to desired size
·  rubbed it to desired final shape
·  sharp stone blade used to carve body, limbs and head
·  burin (pointed engraving tool) used to incise (scratch) lines into surface
·  took several days of skilled work
Venus of Willendorf:
· Tiny limestone figurine, named venus after Greco-roman goddess, later named nude woman
· nickname inappropriate and misleading since figurine made before the romans
· made to represent fertility because she is really big and so are her breasts- for nursing
· no facial features
· not a specific woman
· sculpted in the round
Laussel:
· woman holding a bison horn found in laussel cave
· relief sculpture
· stone chisel used to cut into relatively flat surface of large rock to create an image that projects from its background
· example of open air art 
· used burin to incise details
· applied red ocher( a naturally coloured mineral) to the body, red ocher also used on nude woman
· same form as nude woman
· left hand draws attention to midsection and pubic area 
· right hand is holding a bison horn in the air

Le Tuc D’Audoubert:
· two bison made of clay found in cave 
· in profile view
· modeled by hand to overall shape
· smoothed by a spatula-like tool
· used fingers to shape eyes, nostrils, mouths, and manes 
· has cracks from drying process, happened within few days of completion

La Madeleine:
· prehistoric carvers used antlers, but had to use small scale 
· broken spearthrower in the form of a bison is only 4 inches long carved from a reindeer antler
· burin used to incise lines into mane
· engraving very detailed compared to le tuc d’audoubert bison
· made in profile

Altamira:
· first cave paintings found by accident in 1879 by amateur archaeologist at Altamira, Spain
· his daughter was first to see painted beasts on ceiling because of her short stature
·  first thought of as a forgery, but because of mineral deposits that would take thousands of years to accumulate it persuaded skeptics 
· In profile
· Might be giving birth
· Not in a common ground line 
· No setting, background or indication of place
· Meaning remains a mystery



Pech-Merle:
· In France painted hands and spotted horses found on wall of pech-merle
· Handprints must have had a purpose- such as a signature
· Bison on convex surfaces
· Hands and horses on concave

Lascaux:
· Hall of bulls
· Not only bulls
· Painted at different times
· Made in profile, but head is turned
· Rhinoceros, wounded man, and disemboweled bison
· One of the only paintings with a man
· Might be masked


Neolithic Art:
· 9000 BCE
· Less hunting, more agriculture and stock raising

Jericho:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
