12th Century: Dark Ages


6th Century:
560 BCE: Croesus the King of Lydia controls Ionian Settlements/ Peisistratus family = tyrants of Athens  
559 BCE: Cyrus II (great) comes to power
546 BCE: Cyrus II moves westward to Lydia, Cyrus takes Sardis 
545 BCE: Spartans threaten Cyrus II 
527 BCE: Hippias and Hipparchus become tyrants of Athens 
522 BCE: Darius I comes into power 

514 BCE: Darius Launches a Campaign against the Scythian people/ Hipparchus is killed 
512 BCE: Darius takes Thrace + Macedonia, Histiaeus sent to Susa, Aristagoras become tyrant of Miletus
510 BCE: King Cleomenes of Sparta exiles Hippias 
508 BCE: King Cleomenes tries to rid Athens of Democracy 
506 BCE: Cleomenes tries to instil a new tyrant in Athens, Athenian ambassadors go to Persia 
505 BCE: Cleomenes tries to instil Hippias as the tyrant of Athens 
501 BCE: Darius tell Athenians to reinstate Hippias, Athens says no 
499 BCE: Naxos people establish a democracy/ Ionian Revolt begins* 
498 BCE: Sardis is burnt
497 BCE: Aristagoras flees to Thrace and is soon killed 
494 BCE: Miletus us burnt / Ionians revolt ends*
 492 BCE: Mardonius sent to Greece 
490 BCE (summer): Naxos burnt, Eretria Burnt 
490 BCE – 8TH September: Persians land on Marathon, Athenian war council decides to fight 
490 BCE – 9th September: Pheidippides runs to Sparta, Athenians arrive to Marathon 
490 BCE – 10TH September: Pheidippides return to Athens, stand of at Marathon begins 
490 BCE – 17th September: Persians defeated at Marathon (led by Miltiades) 
486 BCE: Death of Darius I, Xerxes comes into power
489 BCE: Miltiades die/ King Cleomenes dies + Leonidas becomes King  
488 BCE: Athenians find major silver deposit 
484 BCE: Athenian’s Navy expanded to 200 ships, Xerxes begins Canal construction
481 BCE: Xerxes’ Canal completed, Persian ambassadors sent to Greece/ Hellenic Alliance 
480 BCE – spring: Xerxes head to Greece 
480 BCE – August: Xerxes reaches Athens 
479 BCE Spring: Greeks and Persians resume preparations 
[bookmark: _GoBack]479 BCE August: Battle of Platea/ Ionian Revolt 
478 BCE: League formed 
465 BCE: end of Xerxes reign 
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