 Athens, Persia and Sparta: Lecture 1 (01.12)
12th century BCE:  dark ages
· Several civilizations in the Aegean disappeared at around the same time 
· May be destroyed by sea peoples, natural disaster in the Aegean
· Civilizations in Aegean decayed and the sudden drop in the population meant that other people could move in (war like Dorians, achaeans etc.)
· There were four major Greek tribes (the Dorians, Achaeans, Aeolians, Ionians)
· Across the Aegean in the 12th century the Greeks did not have many settlements here, just a few outposts which were established by the Mycenae people but these had been taken over by the Hittites, 
· Serious colonization occurs from the 8th century on 
· Colonies near the sea (on Asia minor and islands ex. Arteria, Corinth etc.) are the founding settlements 
· Different Greek people colonizing across the Aegean, so there were three main linguistic/ cultural groups:
· Aeolians to the north
· Ionians in the center of Asia minor 
· dominant culture group in the region so then Ionia = all of Asia Minor and all Asia minor Greeks become Ionians
· Dorians is southern Asia minor 
6th Century BCE:
· Major source = Herodotus: Father of history
· There were other recorders of history before Herodotus but none of their works have survived 
· Herodotus = 1st historian we know of that collected and complied materials and tried to analyze information critically 
· Tried to pass judgement on what is a legend and what was truth
· His work sets a standard for the study of the histories 
· Bon around 490 BCE at southern Asia Minor city Halicarnassus and was then exiled at some point from Halicarnassus and this led him to travel 
· The history is special then because through his writing we get a survey of a number of different peoples, he records their legends and their histories and their cultures 
· History + ethnographic study 
· He records important historical events of importance to the Greeks and provides an early definition of what it means to be Greek 
· At this time Greece is not a nation, we have a lot of city states and usually they were all fighting
· He was also living in Persian territory
· He employs judiciousness in his narrative of non Greeks that is not always the same as the stereotypes
· He roots for the Greeks in the wars of the Persian and the Greeks
· He wanted to trace the origins of the conflicts between the Persians and the Greeks and hence the title historia 
· Historia = an account of one’s inquiries

· Peloponnesian League: 
· Created in the early 6th century
· Individual states had treaties with Sparta but not necisarrily with each other
· Sparta becomes the head 
· Sparta’s military superiority and the fact that they had treaties with everyone allowed them to hold the leadership position 
· Sparta did not occupy the lands of the individual states they had treaties with
· All of the individual states that Sparta had a deal with had veto power on their military council 
Croesus of Lydia and Cyrus the Great:
· The Ionian settlements were politically autonomous until the 6th century and they become controlled at 560 BC by King of Lydia (Croesus) (560-546 BCE)
· The settlements loose their political autonomy 
· Around the same time Cyrus II / Cyrus the great (559-530 BCE) came to power 
· He founded the Persian empire, he brings the Persian empire together 
· Within ten years of coming into power he will also conquer many of his enemies, median empire (aka Medes) 
· Many Greeks will refer to Persians as Medes since the median empire made up most of the Persian empire 
· In 546 BCE Cyrus moves westwards and threatens the Lydian empire
· Croesus via advice of an oracle makes an alliance with Sparta against Cyrus 
· More like Croesus hired Spartan mercenaries to fight the Greeks 
· In 546 Cyrus besieges (surround a place with armed force) Croesus at his capital city of Sardis.
·  Croesus asks the Spartans for help but before the message can get there Croesus falls and Lydian empire goes to Sardis 
· In 545 the Spartans send an envoy to Cyrus II and they acknowledge that he is controlling Asian minor and they threaten him that should any harm come to the Greeks of Asia minor then Cyrus will have to answer to Spartans (Spartans gave many ultimatums) 
· According to Herodotus Cyrus was not to familiar with the Spartans and doesn’t take the threat seriously 
· The Spartans did not have to step in since the Greeks of Asia minor were still well treated and they got a bit of political autonomy 
Darius I: 
· Western frontier remains somewhat calm until the reign of Darius I (522-486 BCE) 
· Darius wanted to conquer further west 
· At beginning of reign he conquered Byzantine, Lesbos (region of Asia minor that were not previously under Persian control) and he installs tyrannies
· Persian political system preferred aristocracy (power given to a small privileged ruling class), Cyrus had allowed for political autonomy and diversity in languages but Darius wanted uniformity 
· So for uniformity Darius put in prominent Greeks who would look out for Persian interests and they became tyrants of their city (hereditary position) 
· Tyranny: any individual who was not necessarily from royal lineage would assume sole power in a state or be given the power through the people 
· Sometimes to hold onto the power the Greek tyrants would be cruel  tyranny gets a bad rep  
· Asia minor Greek states become firmly under control of the Persian empire through Darius
· In 514 BCE Darius launched a punitive campaign again the nomadic Scythian people across the Bosporus who had been of and on been raiding Persian people 
· Darius crossed the Bosporus using a pontoon bridge (a bridge made by boats linked together) and campaigned against the Scythian people  
· The Scythians always evaded the Persians and they cut of Darius’s supply lines so Darius was like K I’m going back home 
· Scythians would not let Darius leave, so they approached the Ionians to block of Darius’s only exit point 
· The Ionians were seriously considering this and the proposal spread to many city states across the coast. But the people who were not happy with the plan were the people who held the power and influence (the tyrants). 
· One person in particular: Histiaeus (tyrant of Miletus) was really not happy about this and so he pointed out to the other Greek tyrants that if the Persians did fall then Ionians would want democracy (not good for the tyrants) 
· So the leaders of the Greek cities pretended to go along with it but when the Scythians were attacking the Ionians did not follow up with their end. 
· Later Darius sent more armies across the Bosporus and these armies were there not against the Scythians but were there to conquer more land 
· They take Thrace and take Macedonia and do not go fight the Scythians (512)
· Darius knew that he owed his empires survival to Histiaeus and as well he knew that Histiaeus sense of self preservation might lead to a revolt of his own. So Darius invited Histiaeus to give up position of the tyrant of Miletus to move to Susa (very far away from his people) where the royal courts was. Histiaeus did not want to be away from Miletus but he is removed and goes to live at the imperial court in Susa and then in 512 control of Miletus is given to nephew of Histiaeus: Aristagoras.
Main Land Greece:
 Peisistratus Family: 
· In Athens a family (Peisistratus) had been in power as tyrants since the 560 BCE, but when the tyrant Peisistratus (of Athens) dies in 527 his sons Hippias and Hipparchus come to power and no one likes the kids. In 514 Hipparchus is killed by Harmodius and Aristogeiton. The two tyrant slayers are celebrated. Hippias doesn’t stay in power for much longer, is not killed through. The Spartans stepped in and decided that maybe Athens should not be controlled by tyranny. King Cleomenes a Spartan king acts on behalf of Athens and they go to Athens in 510 and they boot out and exiles Hippias from Athens. Hippias quits Greece as a whole and so in a way is exiled from Greece.
·  Now Athens embarks to democracy, not everyone loved this and the Spartans who preferred oligarchy rule (rule of the few, these few people are not special like in an aristocracy) didn’t like democracy. Spartans step in and are invited in by anti-democratic faction in Athens. 
· In 508 King Cleomenes marches an army into Athens but the Athenian people rise up against the Spartans. Now Cleomenes through that maybe we should set up a new tyrant in Athens. 
· So in 506 Cleomenes returns to Athens with an army made of Spartan troops and troops from their allies. But many of the allies’ ditch when they hear that Cleomenes wanted a tyranny again, those who remained were defeated by the Athenians.
· Cleomenes now decides maybe he should restore an old tyrant so he invites Hippias back to Greece. In 505 he launches a new campaign against Athens. This time a lot of allies were not working with Cleomenes at all, they knew what he was trying to do this time and they were like nah. The allies stuck around get defeated by the Athenians, and at this point the Spartans ditch Hippias. 
· In 506: The Athenian victories over the Spartans were marred by some bad foreign policy, when Athenians were preparing for Cleomenes second attempt to subjugate Athens they sent their troops to Sardis to create an Alliance with Persia 
“They were well aware that they were now in a state of war with Cleomenes and Sparta, so to strengthen their position they sent representatives to Sardis, in the hope of concluding an alliance with Persia. When they got there and delivered their message ... the governor asked in reply who these Athenians were that sought an alliance with Persia, and in what part of the world they lived. Then, having been told, he put the Persian case in a nutshell by remarking that, if the Athenians would signify their submission by the usual gift of earth and water, then Darius would make a pact with them; otherwise they had better go home. Eager that the pact should be concluded, the envoys acted on their own initiative and accepted [the governor’s] terms – for which they were severely censured on their return to Athens”. - Herodotus
· As far as the Persians were concerned Athens had volunteered to become a part of the Persian empire. So now Persians through that Athens were going to take on their King, their way, their god. Athenians were not to happy about what the ambassadors had done. 
· The Athenian’s did not really need any help and Darius did not give any, so this ambassador thing was useless. The Athenians then through that this was a dead issue.
· Hippias turned to the Persians for help after the Spartans dropped him and Darius orders the Athenians to reinstate Hippias as a tyrant (in 501)
· In 501 the Athenians send ambassadors to the Persians to say no we are not taking Hippias, now there was open hostility to Persia. 
“Artaphernes [the brother of Darius I] replied that, if they valued their safety, they must take Hippias back. The Athenians refused, and made up their minds to accept the consequence – open hostility to Persia”. – Herodotus 
· According to Persia the Athenians are being disobedient and the Athenians are like K guess were at war but then nothing happens for a while.
Return to Asia Minor: Aristagoras 
· In the year 499 BCE the people of Naxos rebelled against their aristocrats and exiled them and they established a democracy.
·  The exiled aristocrats flee to Miletus to Aristagoras and they request his assistance. Aristagoras did not have the resources him self to retake Naxos, but he knew that the Persians did.
· Asks Persians for troops and $ to retake Naxos, saying he would repay the government. 
· He does not retake Naxos, and he can not repay the government. 
· The Persians at this time were quite proud of their cruel methods that they had developed in cases of gross incompetence etc.
·  Hippias sees this as an opportunity and he sends a secret message to Aristagoras to get out of trouble by starting a revolt against the Persians. 
· Aristagoras gives up his position as tyrant and then convinces his people to revolt against the Persians. He then does with other Ionian cities and then all Ionian Greeks decide to revolt against the Persians.
· Aristagoras approaches the sea and the Spartans did not really want to be a part of it. = don’t help
· Athens were still sore about the Persians wanting them to reinstate Hippias. They saw themselves as the founder of all the Asia minor cites. So Athens sends 20 ships to help Ionians and the neighbour of Athens (Eretria sends 5 ships). 
“These ships were the beginning of evils for Greeks and barbarians” – Herodotus 
Lecture 2: (01.16)
Ionian Revolt (499 BCE – 494 BCE): 
· At first it is a huge success and this was due to the administrative framework of the Persian Empire
· The Ionians did not have to deal with a large unified army instead they were confronted with individual governors (Provincial level) who had their own smaller armies 
· With the help of the Athenians the Ionians press on into the interior and they burn down Sardis (the capital of the Lydian empire) and the temples there (this will become a sore spot for Darius) 
· After the destruction of Sardis the Persians become more organized and this leads to the Ionians loosing ground and at the same the Athenians withdrew their support (the Athenians believed that the Ionians were not contributing enough into THEIR OWN revolt) 
· Darius now starts taking matters into his own hands and he begins to correspond a response to the revolt and he assembles a very large army and navy 
· Aristagoras sees this coordination and he flees to Thrace in 497 BCE and is soon killed
· Now over the next few years the Persians start crushing the Ionians and in 494 BCE Miletus is captured and burnt 
· All Ionian states are attacked/ burnt by the Persians but one state is spared: the island of Samos
· In the last revolt Samos betrayed the Ionians by withdrawing their ships 
· The Ionian revolt was a failure, one of the major outcomes of the revolt is that the city of Athens is now on Darius’ radar 
· Darius’ interest following the Ionian revolt was to consolidate his power in Asia minor and to take revenge against ANYONE that had contributed to the destruction of Sardis 
Mardonius’ Campaign (492 BCE) 
· In 492 BCE Mardonius the son in law of Darius gets sent on a campaign to make preparation for attacking the Greeks 
· Make sure that Thrace and Macedonia are loyal to the Persians 
· Persian military Plan: keep the land army near the coast and a navy near by which can replenish the land army with food/ soldiers 
· Mardonius likes using technique
· When Mardonius went to start his campaign unfortunately the Navy encountered a storm around Athos and this destroys most of the fleet so Mardonius heads back to Persian territory 
· Now Darius starts plotting against the Greeks with the main target being Athens, in preparation he wants to test the metal of the mainland Greeks 
· So Persian ambassadors are sent across Greece to ask for land and earth, many will give the ambassadors this 
· Earth and water given due to 3 reasons:
· Greek state does not know what earth and water means 
· Smaller states who were sacred of the Persians
· Large pro-Persian faction in the city state 

· Two city states do not comply:
· Athens: The Persian heralds are received in Athens and welcomed, then they were incarcerated and then executed 
· This was a big no no for Zeus 
· Sparta: Sparta wanted to one up the Athenians and so they did not welcome the Persian heralds they just pushed them into a well and told them get your Earth and Water from there! 
Pre Battle of Marathon: 
· In the summer of 490 BCE the Persians want to attack the Greeks but they need a new approach this time
· A small Persians fleet (20,000 troops) sails straight across the Aegean Sea, Instead of marching around
· The ultimate target is Athens and they have brought Hippias along for the ride
· The Persians attack some other Greeks states along the way which were involved in the burning of Sardis 
· Naxos: (the revolution here was the start of the Ionian revolt) they burn Naxos (summer of 490 BCE) 
· Eretria: (gave 5 ships to Aristagoras) Athenians send thousands of troops to help the Eretrians. There was a large pro-Persian faction made of aristocrats in Eretria, so Eretria tell the Athenians do not waste your time one us we will fall soon go reinforce yourselves. Eretrians manage to fight of the Persians for 6 days but then they are betrayed on the 7th day and the Persians bun the city down. According to Herodotus all of the inhabitants were taken to Persian lands and sold off as slaves. 
Battle of Marathon:
· The Persian plan was to park at marathon and then march the army 42 miles to Athens
· On the 8th of September 490 BCE Persians Land on Marathons 
· In Athens a military council debates on what to do 
Athenian War Council: 
· 10 generals, one elected each year from the 10 Athenians subsections 
· 1 polemarch: the commander and chief (yearly position) 
· During a battle each general would be in command each day 

· Half of the generals wanted to avoid the battle and just fight the siege and the other 5 generals said we should fight the Persians head on, Callimachus the polemarch must decide 

Miltiades History: 
· His family is an old aristocratic Athenian family, Miltiades worked under Hippias
· His uncle was the tyrant of Thrace, Thrace was an important trade route location
· When Miltiades’ uncle died he left Athens and become the new Tyrant of Thrace 
· But this region of Thrace becomes under control of Persian control and after the failure of the revolt in Thrace (493 BCE) Miltiades has to flee too Athens

·  Miltiades (a general who wanted to fight the Persians head on) says that if we do not fight the Persians head on we will have internal unrest within the Athenians but if we do fight Athens will become the most illustrious city 
· If we don’t fight we will loose if we do fight we may win
· Callimachus says okay we will fight
Messenger: 
· Also messengers sent out to Plataea and Sparta 
· Pheidippides is sent to Sparta and arrives in Sparta on the morning of the 9th of September (140 miles away). 
· Spartans say that we want to help but for religious reasons they would not be able to fight for a week 
· On the 10th of September Pheidippides says the Spartans will be a week away 
· Plataeans say ok we will send all our army 
Ground Fight: 
· 9,000 Athenian Hoplites sent to Marathon and they arrive on the morning of the 9th of September 
· Plataeans send 1,000 Hoplites 
· Athenians position themselves in the way of the Persians so that the Persians can not march to Athens, neither the Persians or the Athenians move
· The stand off will last another week
· Miltiades’ day to be the leader was on the 17th of September 490 BCE he orders for the attack
· Miltiades had half the soldiers (10,000) as compared to the Persians (20,000 troops). His plan was to make the battle lines of both are the same so that Persians can not flank the Greeks. At dawn when the Persians are not ready he orders the Greeks to attack. 
· At this time a steady march was what was customary in battle, Miltiades orders a full on march and tell them to make a lot of noise and run fast at them 
· This was an inventive new technique used 1st by the Athenians at Marathon 
Lecture 3: (01.19) 
Battle of Marathon (490 BCE) 
· Miltiades left the center of the line a little weak, he packed men onto the side. In ancient time a good strategy was to have a longer battle line and then envelope them. The Athenian formation at Marathon made sure that the Persians could not go around them and Miltiades putting more men on sides meant that the Athenians could envelope the Persians. Led to 2 outcomes: 
· Some Persians fled
· Pressed the Persians inwards 
· The Athenians used the terrain to their advantage (same length of battel line) and they managed to envelope the Persians
· Athenians said that for every Athenian who died 30 Persians died 
· This is probably pretty accurate
· After fighting the Persians fled back to their ships. Now they had another plan:
· Since all the Athenian troops are at Marathon maybe we could take some Persian troops and go to Athens – Plan B
· Now the Persians tried to go with Plan B, as the Persian ships started heading out of the coast the Athenians marched back to the city (26 miles) before the Persians would get there. To inspire Athens and to tell them it was not over they sent Pheidippides to Athens. Pheidippides sprinted the 26 miles form Marathon to Athens, he tore into the Agora of Athens. He told them that the Persians were defeated at Marathon and that the were coming to Persia to attack and then he dropped dead. 
· This is where the modern marathon come from 
· The hoplites from Athens arrived at Athens before the Persians and set themselves up at the harbour. The Persians arrive at the harbour and then the Persians then just sail back home. They also probably dropped Hippias of somewhere. 
· Marathon is significant because:
·  for the Athenians because no other military battle could outdo the battle of Marathon 
· 1/3 of the Spartan army marched up to Marathon to see the Carnage – the Spartans are impressed 
· Normally dead in battle would be taken to the city, cremated and laid to rest in a special place in Athens. But this accomplishment was considered so exceptional that the dead were actually cremated at Marathon and then buried at a collective tomb at Marathon which was made into a hill. This is call a Soros. Or in latin it is called Tumulus (this means a mound). 
· The point of this is that Athens never forgot this victory and they would never let anyone else in Greece forget this victory (and how they protected the Greeks) 
· The defeat to the Persians with regards to army #’s is not a big deal to them
· More of an ego blow 
· Also not a complete loss, since they burnt Naxos and salved the people of Eretria
The Second Persian Invasion:
Xerxes I: 
· After the loss of Athens Darius begins to put together a large invasion force to go to Athens and he plans to lead this force himself. But other things pop up 
· Egypt revolts against the Persians  
· Darius’ health is failing, in late 486 during the Egyptian revolt Darius dies
· Darius is succeeded by his son Xerces I (486-465)
· In 486 at the start of Xerxes attention is focused to the Egyptians but when other provinces within the empire heard that Darius had died some other rebellions popped up. Xerxes also had to deal with these. 
· Herodotus said that Xerxes unlike his father Darius was not interested in invading Greece rather his advisors (in particular Mardonius) wanted to invade Greece to get revenge. There were also certain embassies from anti Athenian Greeks in Xerxes court who were also continually hounding Xerxes with similar request (that Xerxes move against Athens and Greece).
Miltiades and Ostracism:  
· These delays gave the Athenians some time to recover, also allows Greek cities who had surrendered some time to recover
· Greeks also waste time through local and inter city state political quarrels 
· Miltiades led a military expedition to liberate a Greek city that had been taken over by the Persians. But he fails. He then looses popularity over this in Athens and his political opponents indict him of deceiving the Athenians and for intentionally making a mess, he then is convicted by the Athenian assembly of treason. He is not given a death sentence but he is to be held in prison until he pays a lot of money (489 BCE). Shortly after Miltiades dies in prison of a wound he sustained from his battle. 
· After the battle of Marathon half a dozen Athenian politicians are ostracized 
· Ostracism was a fail safe of Athenian democracy, made sure that one person could not get enough power to re start a tyranny. 
· Created shortly after Hippias was expelled, no one is ostracised after 417 BCE 
· The Athenians could banish the politician for 10 years from Athens but they retain their citizenship and property. 
· This is not treason; the person did not actually have to do anything wrong 
· Every year a vote would be called as to weather or not they should hold an ostracism vote. A piece of broken pottery (ostracon) is where the name would be written of the person that you think should be ostracized. The person with the most voted would be ostracized. 
· In time of state emergencies an ostracized person could be recalled before the time of their banishment 

Themistocles:
· In the year 488 the Athenians struck a major silver deposit in a mine just outside of Athens 
· This was a public mine, so they should have distributed the value of the extra silver to the Athenian people 
· But Themistocles said let’s use the silver instead to create warships, this plan was approved 
· In 488 BCE the Athenian navy had 70 ships and then by 484 BCE they had 200 navy ships 
· On their way to becoming a Naval force
Themistocles Background:
· Was a radical democrat, did not like aristocracy or oligarchy 
· Was extremely patriotic and end up become an fundamental figure in the creation of the Athenian empire 
· The Athenian ships made were Trireme ships, 3 rowers and 3 banks (layers) of oars, the oars would row in succession for increased speed and maneuverability 
· These are war ships
· The ships do not get used to often during peace time, but that was okay since the Athenians were often in war
· The ship design was used by Persians, Egyptians.. 
· Bronze lines were fitted at the front of the ship and they were curved. This allowed the ship to ram into other ships and then not get stuck into it. This was the battle plan of the Athenians, ram into the ship and then reverse and move on. 
· a ship could also carry more soldier on the deck to board another ship 
· Athenians constructed over a 100 triremes 
· Fighting the Persian navy was not the original purpose of the ships for Themistocles, they were for attacking other Greek city states 
Second Persian Invasion:
· Xerxes is eventually pressured enough by everyone to attack Athens but he takes a more cautious tactic
· His army would enter Greece from the North with the navy following them along the Northern coast 
· Xerxes orders the construction of a Canal through the Athos peninsula (wanted to avoid a storm like the one that destroyed Mardonius’ Navy), so they would not have to go around Athos 
· Between 484 and 481 BCE the Canal is built 
· As well along the route that the army would take military roads were constructed till Macedonia to facilitate easy marching and vehicle movement (siege engines, carriages).
· Supply depos are also created along the highway, outpost are also created along the highway. 
· Xerxes orders bridges to be built, notably over the Hellespont at Abydos and over the Strymon. This way they do not have to go all the way around on land or water.  
· The highways and bridge also allow him to have a direct supply line. 
· Xerxes’ ultimate targets are Athens and Sparta 
· These 2 cities are the most powerful in Greece so if they destroy these two the rest of Greece will bow down 
· In late 481 while Xerxes is wintering (armies do not usually fight in the winter) in Sardis before the invasion and is planning to attack in the spring
· To get the ball rolling he sends ambassadors to Greek city states demanding Earth and Water, he does not though send anyone to Athens and Sparta 
· This shows that Xerxes might spare the rest of Greece but he wants to destroy Athens and Sparta 
· Xerxes amassed an army of 5 million people – according to Herodotus
· More likely it was 500,000 troops (land and sea) 
· He also conscripted infantries, cavalries, and sailors from all over the world (even Ionians) 
· Commanders of the land and army were close to they royal family like Mardonius
· Subordinate commanders are made up of tyrants and members of the dynasty of Persian cities 
Artemisia of Halicarnassus 
· According to Herodotus one of the most impressive commanders (Female tyrant) 
· Keep in mind this is where Herodotus is form 
· She had sons but once her husband dies she took over 
· Even though she did not have to fight she volunteered to fight because of a sense of adventure and with “manly strength”
Hellenic Alliance
· They knew that they would not be able to survive this new assault, they knew that this time to survive they would really have to band together 
· The Spartans call a conference of Greek states at the same time that Xerxes is sending out troops they call for the Greek city states to make a Hellenic Alliance. (481 BCE) The terms of the alliance was that everyone was to put aside their quarrel in between each other, but they were to band together under leadership of the Spartans against the Persians. 
· In the end the out of the 31 city states that joined the Alliance, many already had deals with the Spartans (the Peloponnesian League).  
· All members of the Peloponnesian league are southern, and this prompts another policy. Any Greek states that submits to Persia without a fight will have their lands confiscated by the Hellenic tribe. 
· Intelligence gathering: Greek spies from the Hellenic alliance are sent to the area of Sardis, the spies made it to Asia minor and they counted and took stock of equipment, numbers etc. But in this process they are discovered, tortured, and sentenced to death. But when word reaches Xerxes that there are spies captured, he orders the spies to be released and takes them to see his army. And then he sends them home to tell the Hellenic tribe just how big the army was. 
· Xerxes likes psychological war fare
· The information relayed by the spies to the Greeks is discouraging but also very helpful. Xerxes unintentionally shapes the Greeks method. 
· From previous wars the Greeks knew that their fighting method was better than the Persians. 
· They knew they could outfight If they were one on one, they had to make sure that Persians would not fully use all of their army and technologies (archers etc.) 
· Greek plan, find a narrow pass to battle Persians. Their first choice is the pass at Tempe. This would prevent the Persians from acquiring too much Greek territory like Thessaly. But they realized this was no good since there were other routes that the army could take to flank the Greeks. Also when they were in Thessaly they saw that the Pro-Persian faction in Thessaly was too influential. 
· Another option is the Isthmus of Corinth, this is a nice narrow strip and the entrance to the Peloponnese. Holding this position would mean that all of central Greece including Athens would be left exposed. So the Athenians protest this plan. 
· They end up deciding on Thermopylae (Hot Gates, due to the hot springs there)
· Between Phocis and Malis 
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The Battle of Thermopylae:
· The Greeks also needed a location that would separate Persian navy from the Persian army, so that the navy could not resupply the army 
· Greek naval strategy: Greeks knew that they were outnumbered at least 2:1 but that their ships were faster and had greater maneuverability. Needed to draw the Persians into narrower passes (straights), make sure not to fight in open seas so that the Persians could not spread out. 
· Sink them if all else fails
· Triremes were filled with hoplites to act as boarding parties so they could remove ships from Xerxes’ navy and increase the size of their own navy.
· Knew that it was crucial for their navy and army to work together
· Positions navy at Artemisium and the land army would be at Thermopylae 
· Persians = 500,000 troops (land and navy) + 600 ships
· Greeks: 300 ships 
· Hellenic alliance needed to get to Thermopylae before the Persians. 
· But the Spartans were celebrating a religious festival (Carneia) where all military operations were to be suspended. 
· Ephors (elected officials of Sparta) decided that the present threat meant that they could bend the rules a little bit
· Spartans could not send the entire army without angering the deity but an advance force could arrive before the rest of the army could come. 
Leonidas of Sparta
· Leonidas of Sparta becomes king after Cleomenes dies (489 BCE) 
· Leonidas is assumed to be a direct descendent of Hercules and is given 300 Spartiates to lead
· + 3700 Peloponnesian allies + picked up another 3100 troops on their way to Thermopylae 
· Leonidas upon reaching Thermopylae realized that there were many defensive issues that need to be resolved
1. Needed to rebuild a fortification wall along the pass 
i. Phocians (people from Phocus) had previously built a high wall, the wall would allow for a defensive perch with the troops stationed behind it and on top of it
ii. If they enemy wanted to get around they would have to funnel in so the tight pass would become even tighter 
2. There was a hidden path around the pass that would allow some Persian infantry to outflank them 
i. This pass was not very large so only some troops could pass through it, only the locals knew about it though so Leonidas was ok with this 
ii. This was a weak point so Leonidas stationed 1,000 Phocians on the path to defend it 
3. The Spartans also knew that the Persians made use of siege engines which could lead to heavy damage to the Phocian wall. These machines were very cumbersome (needed highways to bring these in). 
i. Leonidas had his troops dig out trenches between the west gate and the middle gate and then diverted the water from the hot spring to create a muddy mess. Hence the siege engines could not pass. 
· The strategy at Thermopylae was a fairly simple one, hold the pass until the Persians use up their supplies and withdraw OR something like a plague starts up in their camp and then they retreat. 
· Spartans think this will only take a few weeks, the Persians end up only lasting 1 week

· Athenian Strategy: in case Thermopylae and Artemisium should fall Themistocles evacuated Attica. Themistocles goes to fight with the Athenian navy. 
Xerxes arrival to Athens:
· In the spring of 480 BCE Xerxes heads out of Sardis. Goes through northern Ionia, past Troy and then he crosses the bridge that he ordered made at Abydos over the Hellespont. The bridge however was destroyed by a storm. 
· Xerxes was very mad at the river and cursed it  
· Instead Xerxes order the creation of 2 Pontoon bridges, each bridge would have taken around 300 ships 
· Now passing the Hellespont they pass through Thrace  Macedonia  Thessaly  Thermopylae
· Thessalian’s resist but then ultimately give earth and water to Persians
· The navy reaches Artemisium before the land army reach Thermopylae. The Navy gets caught in a storm that lasts for 3 days. The ships that were left stretch out over the coast. They knew that they would be blocked at Artemisium so a portion of the fleet is sent to go around Euboea. Euboea fleet also encounter storm = 2nd shipwreck.  
· Now Xerxes’ army arrives at Thermopylae but the Persians don’t do anything. Greece’s strategy was purely defensive. Xerxes send out scouts to determine Greek’s numbers and strength. The information he received was incomplete and confusing.
·  Because of the narrowness of the pass only a small force could be seen. Secondly the scouts passed by Spartans who were much more relaxed and were exercising or grooming and singing. 
· Xerxes find this intel funny, he does not understand how the Spartans could be so relaxed. He doesn’t think that they will pose much of a threat. 
·  He doesn’t realize that the grooming of the Spartans is a battle ritual (leave a good looking corpse, they are there to fight to the death).
· Then Xerxes sends a messenger. Message says:
 “lay down you arms and submit to the Persians”.
“Molon Labe” (if you want our arms come and get them). 
· Molon Labe was inscribed on Leonidas’ statue in Sparta. 
· Laconic wit comes from the Spartans quick little come backs 
· Leonidas made it very clear that the Greeks were going to fight and they will not budge, Xerxes gives them some more time to maybe move along on their own.
· On the 5th day of the standoff Xerxes gives the order to fight.
Day 1: 
Thermopylae
· Persian light arm infantry (regular troops) is sent in to move against the Phocian wall, but the soldiers were funnelled in by the pass itself and by the little spaces on the side of the wall 
· Waves of Persians are cut down 
· Now the regular infantries pulled out an elite force of 10,000 called the Immortals (heavy infantry) are sent in. They don’t have any better luck at dislodging the Spartans and in the end they to end up being pulled out. During this battle Xerxes is observing form the Persian camp and several times during the day he is said to have leapt up in fear and for worry of his troops. 
· The siege engines could not work on the wall either due to the trenches 
Artemisium:
· No formal naval battle on day 1. 
· Persian navy was too large to be stationed in once place, so they had to spread out. The Greeks used this to their advantage and started picking off individual divisions.
· The Greeks do this just before sundown = Persians not able to form a battle line and allows Greeks to escape into the dark. 
· Greeks capture ~ 30 Persian ships and sink many more.
Day 2: 
Thermopylae: 
· Xerxes sends in more regular infantry against the Greeks, repeat of the day before – not effective at all. 
· A local Herdsman, Ephialtes from Malis,  tells the Persians about the hidden pass that would allow them to outflank the Greeks.
· In the middle of the night one of Xerxes’ commander leads the remainder of the immortals along the hidden path. The 1,000 Phocian soldiers stationed at the pass are easily taken down.
· Now the Persians are stationed at a reasonable distance behind the Greek camp. 
Artemisium:
· Greeks destroy an entire squadron of ships and they again do this late in the day. 
Day 3:
Thermopylae:
· Messenger tells the Spartans that the Persians are going to come up behind the Greeks. 
· Leonidas convenes a meeting; the allies resolve to retreat. Leonidas is inclined to let them go. But he asks for 1100 troops to stay behind with his 300 troops. 
· These troop were going to be used to defend Thermopylae and allow the other allies to leave. 
· Xerxes launches another attack, Greeks decide to move out into the open and past the middle gate.
·  In the course of this engagement that Leonidas is killed and the rest of the Spartans took up defense around his body to make sure that the Persians would not take his body. Persians also loose a lot of royal members. Now the Persians from behind come in. And the Greeks head out of the front of the middle gate and head back to their gate. The Greeks hold on for as long as they can, the Spartans were all wiped out and some of the allies. Some other allies surrendered. 
· After the slaughter the Persians recovered the body of Leonidas they decapitate it and place the head of Leonidas on a pike. (Xerxes = Sore winner) 
· After the invasion the Greeks would build a lion in Thermopylae commemorating Leonidas and the other allies. They really emphasized the sacrifice of the Spartans. 
· On the Lion was written
“Go tell the Spartans, passerby, That here by Spartan law, we lie” 
· Will fight till the end
· Xerxes was curious about the Spartans and he saw that it was true that the Spartans did fight till the end and that just a few of them are needed to kill many others. 
Artemisium: 
· Persians come together to attack the Greek fleets. There were heavy casualties on both side but because of the Greek’s location on the straight of Artemisium they won. When The Greeks heard that Thermopylae was gone they left for Salamis.
· Leave in the middle of the night
· In order to hide their fleeing they kept a fire burning all night at Artemisium
· Persians don’t realize that the Greeks have left till the next morning, Still the Persians are not worrying

Lecture 5: (01.26)
Battle of Salamis 
· Along the way to Salamis Themistocles had the Athenian sailors carve messages into the rocks 
	“Men of Ionia ... it is wrong that you should make war upon your fathers and help to bring Greeks into subjugation. The best thing you can do is to join our side; if this is impossible, you might at least remain neutral, and ask the Carians to do the same. If you are unable to do either, but are held by a compulsion so strong that it puts desertion out of the question, there is still another course open to you: in the next battle, remember that you and we are of the same blood, that our quarrel with Persia arose originally on your account – and fight badly” – Herodotus 
· Carians: Southern Asia Minor (includes Halicarnassus, Samos, Miletus) 
· The point of this message was to cause a rift in the Persian navy either:
· Ionians would see It and join the Greeks
· The Persians would distrust the Ionians 
· Now Salamis is the base of operations 
· Greek resistance is fuelled by the battle at Thermopylae and most importantly by the sacrifice of a Greek King (Leonidas)
· For the first time in Greek history there seems to be a distinct sense of Greek identity: they were filled by pride of the sacrifice of one group for the other groups
· Some city states gave up and some not feeling it, but enough to light the fire for the next engagement
Hellenic Alliance decide on Salamis 
· Xerxes’ army pushes onwards and makes its way to Athens, advance forces make sure that there is little resistance 
· Any cities that resisted were fully destroyed to warn other cities
· News of Xerxes’ movement gets to Athens, Athens was already evacuated before the battle of Thermopylae/Artemissium by Themistocles
· There were still Athenians left behind, the loss at Thermopylae causes remaining Athenians to flee. Some remain to fight for their city. 
· The fleeing Athenians are sent to Salamis  
· The fleets mainly arrived at Salamis to evacuate Attica 
· At this point the Hellenistic Alliance call for a meeting in Salamis as to what they will do in 
· 
	“The Athenians ... begged them to go up into Boeotia against the enemy, and make a stand there in defence of Attica, as they themselves had gone up by sea to Artemisium in defence of others. But no one listened to their appeals. All clung fast to the Peloponnesus, and were eager to collect all the forces inside the Isthmus, and were building a rampart across the Isthmus from sea to sea” (Plutarch, The Life of Themistocles 9.3)

· The Spartan led alliance wanted to stay at Isthmus of Corinth and abandon central Greece, Athenians want to fight near Thebes 
· The Hellenic Alliance decide to defend the Isthmus of Corinth (the entrance to the Peloponnese) 
· Themistocles reconvened the war council after this decision was called to point out the faults, he argued:
· Falling back to the Isthmus = they would be fighting them in open waters
· Persian navy could envelope the Greek fleet (remember the plan was to fight in straights and narrows) 
· They would also be drawing the Persians into the gateway of the rest of the Peloponnese, if the Persians win this they win everything
· Additionally, should the Persians sail further south they could just flank the Greeks from behind 
· Instead Themistocles says why not we just hold of the Persians at Salamis, lure the Persians into the narrow waters 
· Themistocles’ plan was quite bright, based on what they knew of the Persians navy (they need a strong tie b/w the land and the navy) 	
· The Persians would not just sail to the Peloponnese because they would be scared to be enveloped by the Greeks (located at Salamis) this means Persians have to fight in the narrow waters of Salamis. If the land and the nay could be separated, then they can force the Persians to engage them on their own terms 
· The Spartan commanders see the logic in Themistocles’ plan and so they change plans, decide to fight at Salamis
· While the war councils was talking Xerxes was walking to Athens
The Burning of Athens
· Now after 3 months (August 480) Xerxes gets to Athens
· City mostly evacuated, who ever remained took up a defensive position at the Acropolis 

· Acropolis = upper city, elevated area found in most Greek cities and is usually fortified.
·  It was a refuge for cities when the city was under attack. 
· Like a citadel. 
· During non war times it is an important politically charged religious center. 
· In Athens the Acropolis was 300 ft above the rest of the city in Athens 

· The defense of the Athenians acropolis was not tactical or strategic, the defenders were not well provisioned and there were no means of escape. For the attackers and the fighter’s possession of the Athenian acropolis was symbolic. 
· Hard to attack the Acropolis
· The wooden walls protecting the western walls of the Acropolis was set on fire, they tried to march up the front steps but it was a steep hill. Attackers rolled things down the stairs 
· the Athenian defenders knew that they were going to loose but they hoped at least that the capture of the Acropolis would be frustrating by the Persians.
·  Athenians held on for a week. 
· Persians take it quickly after they finally get in. Persians are good at siege warfare, many Persians from mountainous regions. They found a weak point in the Acropolis defense. Off to the side of the front gate was a wall so difficult to scale that the defenders left it unguarded, but in the dead of the night a Persians team started scaling the wall. When they reached the top they threw open the front gates and let the rest of the army in.
·  The Athenian defenders were slaughtered, Acropolis and the temples were destroyed (payback for Sardis). 
· Now Xerxes has his revenge.
· The fire from Athens be seen from Salamis and this results in another meeting by the Greek commanders. 
· After seeing this fire the Spartans chief was like forget Salamis lets just fight at the Isthmus. 
· Themistocles was like noo we doing Salamis
· Themistocles takes a stand that if the other commanders decide to go to the Isthmus then the Athenians will just take their ships elsewhere.
·  Greek ships = 300 and Athenians’ ships = 200. This would have been disastrous
·  So if Athens left then Greece would have fallen to Persia. Now the argument continues, Spartans still disagree Salamis but the other tribes start to side with the Athenians. Now if Athenians leave with their new partners then Greece would really fall. 
· SO not really an option left for the Spartans, they have to fight at Salamis. 
Persians: 
· September now 
· The seas are getting rough, already in August the Persian navy had lost a lot of fleet off of the Coat of magnesia and Euboea. 
· Soon ships will not be able to stay in open waters meaning that the Persians will have to dock their ships somewhere. This is not good for them they were hoping to be done the invasion by now. They now want to resolve this conflict ASAP. 
· The Persian army could march down to the Isthmus but the Navy could not support the navy at Isthmus with the looming force at Salamis. 
· So they know that they have to deal with Salamis. 
· Xerxes goes to his war council and it was clear for Xerxes at this point that there was going to be a naval battle and he knew that the Persians would have to encounter the Greeks at Salamis
· Mardonius as the supreme naval commander, he and the other naval commanders agree to engage the Greek fleet. They were like it doesn’t matter where we fight them, we have more ships then the Greeks. 
· There was one commander who disapproved of this plan: Artemisia of Halicarnassus (most reasonable commander to Xerxes) she said to Xerxes that Greeks are good at their naval tactics and that Salamis is cut off. The Greeks have kept themselves boxed in. So if the Persians were to keep their navy at a distanced deadlock, they could wait the Greeks out or they could precede to the Isthmus of Corinth. If the Greeks decide to follow us to the Isthmus, then we can just turn around and fight them and use our numbers. 
· He takes into account Artemisia’s advice and orders the Persian fleet to wait out at the Saronic gulf (right outside the straights of Salamis) 
· He also orders land army (30,000) to march along the coast heading to the Isthmus making as much ruckus as they could. What they wanted form this: 
· Make the Greeks worry and make them think that there were MANY people heading to the Isthmus and this would cause the navy to come out and engage the Persians in open water. 
Battle of Salamis: 
· This ruckus gets the Greek commanders arguing again, they hear all the troops around the bay of Elius going to the Corinth. Once again most commanders say no to Themistocles plan. But this time Themistocles does not participate in the fight he just walks away.
· The story goes that Themistocles sent one of his servants to the mainland with a message for the Persians. The message says: 
	“I am the bearer of a secret communication from the Athenian commander, who is a well-wisher to your king and hopes for a Persian victory. He has told me to report to you that the Greeks are afraid and are planning to slip away. Only prevent them from slipping through your fingers, and you have at this moment an opportunity of unparalleled success. They are at daggers drawn with each other, and will offer no opposition – on the contrary, you will see the pro-Persians amongst them fighting the rest” – Herodotus

· Now Xerxes gets this message and he thinks that his psychological warfare is working and that the Hellenic tribe is arguing. So now during the night Xerxes splits up his navy, he sends some to navigate the Megarian channel to cut of any Greeks trying to escape that way
· Themistocles goes and tells the commanders now we are going with my plan, he forces the Hellenistic tribes hand. He tells them that the Persians will be attacking in the next few days
· In preparation the Greeks spread out their numbers as well, some a maintained a line around Salamis (make it look everything is ok). Some of the fleet go and hide behind islands and in the narrows.
·  On the morning of the battle Xerxes resolved to watch the battle from a throne set up on the mainland. 
Now the order was given to the Persians for them to Persians move in. The Persians attack. 
· Now some of the Greeks that were Stationed higher up at Salamis pretend to move North like they are fleeing and so Persians go faster in – BAD CALL.
· The Persians move high speed into the straights of Salamis, Persians formations get tighter and their own ships start colliding and they start breaking each others’ oars. Some crash into rocks. 
· Corinthians were the Greeks (70 ships) leading the charge north
· By the time the front of the Persian line realizes what is wrong it is too late 
· Now the Greeks continue pretending as if they are heading for the Megarian channel. Persians continue perusing them and but they move past the far side of the islands and the Greek ships behind islands come out hit them from the side. At this point the ships that were pretending to flee turn around and hit the Persians head on. 
· The front lines of the Persians are either immobilised or destroyed. 
· Now Artemisia when she realized what was happening knew she had to get out of there. She uses her own tricks to get out: she saw an Athenian ships closing in on her and she turns around and rams a Persian ships and sinks it. Then the Athenians think oh your Ionians on our side, and leave her ship. Xerxes sees this and he thinks that Artemisia has sunk an Athenian ship. He commends Artemisia on this, and shames other commanders with her as an example of what a good commander she is. 
· The Persians at the beginning looked like they had a plan and the Greeks looked like they had no plan. 
· Later in the day Wind allows some Persians to leave, though many are not able to get out.
· Battle is a clear victory for the Greeks, but the Greeks are not merciful. They chase down and sink whatever ships they can. They also try to kill any survivors. 
· The ships that were able to escape go back to Athens and this defeat is a big blow to Persian morale. The Greeks immediately get ready for anther Persian onslaught, but in this battle the Athenians have shattered the Persian navy (Greeks don’t realize this yet). 
Persian Aftermath: 
· New game plan: Xerxes needs to determine anew course of action. His main fear is getting caught in Athens, if word spread on how much the Greeks won he might not be able to get home. He also was worried by news of victory the Ionians would start to revolt in Asian minor.
· So Xerxes was like peace out Greece.
·  Mardonius however tells him not to worry and instead he proposes 2 other courses of action
· Xerxes stays and launches a direct attack on the Peloponnese
· Or Xerxes leaves and leave behind some army with Mardonius. And in the spring Mardonius will finish the invasion
· Xerxes goes: hey Artemisia what do you think. She says well it doesn’t really matter what you do. You should go home, if Mardonius wins its your victory. If Mardonius fails then who cares, you don’t die. 
· So Xerxes makes his way back to Persian land and leaves Mardonius troops.
· The rest of the commanders were hoping that Artemisia would fall out of favour but as Artemisia gets meaner Xerxes listens to her more!!
Lecture 6: (01.30)
· Xerxes had troops stationed outside the straights of Salamis and some were stationed outside of the Megarian channel in case any Greeks tried to flee
· The Megarian fleet realized that the Greeks were not coming, so this fleet goes after the Greeks. But they were not able to navigate that channel well = destroyed some of these ships. Xerxes does not use these ship again. 
The End and After Math of the Invasion
· The Persian navy pulled out (who ever was left) and sailed ahead of the land force to make sure there was a safe path ahead
· They go back the way they came – via the highways 
· Herodotus reports that he heard 2 main versions of Xerxes’ retreat:
· Xerxes went the entire way by land to Sardis
· Xerxes took the land route to Macedonia and then hoped on this ship after this
· Herodotus says this must be false since there were stories in places such as Thrace that Xerxes left them behind gifts 
· By acknowledging the second version Herodotus tells us a story that must be fabricated: 
“During the passage, they were caught by a strong wind … accompanied by a heavy sea; in the worsening weather the ship, her deck covered with a crowd of Persians who were accompanying the king, was in considerable danger; and Xerxes in sudden fright called out to the ship’s master to ask if there was any way of getting out of it alive. ‘None whatever, my lord,’ the man replied, ‘unless we can rid ourselves of this crowd on deck.’ Upon this Xerxes is supposed to have said: ‘Men of Persia, now is the moment for each one of you to prove his concern for the king; for my safety, it seems, is in your hands.’ The Persian noblemen bowed low, and then, without more ado, jumped overboard; and the ship, lightened of her load, came safely to her port on the Asian coast. The moment Xerxes had gone ashore he presented the master with a gold crown as a reward for saving the king’s life, and then, to punish him for causing the death of a number of Persians, cut off his head.” (Herodotus, 8.118)
· Herodotus says this story must be false since the rowers are of lower class so the rowers would have been thrown overboard not the nobleman. 
· other stories:
· When Xerxes was passing through Greece he asked for Warriors form tribes he went through. A Thracian tribe leader said no I am not giving you any soldiers but his 6 sons were like nah we going. The 6 sons fight Greece and they all survive, and then when they return to home. Their dad was so mad he gauged all of their eyes. 
· When Xerxes Goes back to the Hellespont again the make shift bridge was destroyed 
Winter after the Battle of Salamis: 
· Mardonius left with 30,000 troops 
· He spends the winter in Thessaly (moves back north)
· He sent messengers to various Greek oracles to see what the future had in store for him 
· Oracle: the site (Ex.Delphi), the person, the prophecy 
· Mardonius also sent for soldiers from the Greek cities that had given earth and water to the Persians 
· Greeks are more relaxed and they too return to their own cities to prepare for the winter. 
· Greeks take the winter to rebuild their burnt down cities and try to recover some areas that had been taken by the Persians. They also offer their gods a proper thanks and honour the Generals (the Spartans). The Spartans also honour Themistocles for his ingenuity. 
· In the spring of 479 the Greeks and the Persians resumed preparation
· War goes beyond the confines of Greece 
Ionian Revolt: 
· Greeks gather at Aegina (below Salamis) and here they receive an embassy from the Ionians
· Ionians are like we ready for another rebellion help us out. 
· Spartans are keen for this but they want to be careful 
· So they agree to help with about 1/3 of their fleet but they refuse to sail past the islands in central Aegean (= stationed at Delos) 
Back to Greece: 
· Mardonius in preparation for his new campaign uses divide and conquer 
· Thought he could drive apart the Hellenic alliance and raise a new navy (remember Athens has the best Navy and sailors)
· Mardonius sends an ambassador to try to split the Athenians and the Spartans – he offers Athens favourable terms 
· He sends Alexander the first of Macedon as the ambassador 

Mardonius’ offer:
1) All previous acts of Athenians aggression against Persia will be forgiven
· Xerxes will not hold a grudge against them for Ionian revolt, Burning down Sardis, Persians wars etc.
2) Athens will be allowed political autonomy and allowed to govern themselves 
· Probably would still have to pay tribute 
3) Athens will be allowed to reclaim their own territory and will be allowed to expand their own territories as far as they want 
· Can take back Attica, Persians will allow them to take any other regions of Greece as well and help them. 
4) Xerxes would fund the restoration of Athens’ temples and fortifications
· Everything they burnt will be rebuilt 
5) The Persian empire will provide considerable financial assistance for any Athenian projects 

· This offer is really attractive for the Athenians 
· The Spartans are now worried that the Athenians will take this offer
· Athens was destroyed since Spartans did not decide on a location in central Greece to fight at
· The Athenians fought the Spartans on military techniques, Athenians way worked but they had to fight them to use their way  
· Spartans have now fortified the Isthmus of Corinth 
· Only interested in defending the Peloponnese 
· If Athens says no to the offer, then Mardonius will march in again 
· Spartans send an ambassador to Athens saying don’t be lured by Mardonius’ offer rather Athens should do the honourable thing and fight against the subjugation of Greece 
· They offer to evacuate and house and provide for the Athenians in the Peloponnese 
· Athenians are like thanks but no thanks, we don’t really need an incentive to fight for the Greeks. If you want to help, then move your army North (this is more a demand) 
· Athenians give Spartans an ultimatum 
· Athenians were going to reject Mardonius’ offer anyways but its nice to have the Spartans on edge
· Athenian’s reply:	
“There is not so much gold in the world nor land so fair that we would take it for pay to join the common enemy and bring Greece into subjection. There are many compelling reasons against our doing so, even if we wished: the first and greatest is the burning of the temples and images of our gods – now ashes and rubble. It is our bounden duty to avenge this desecration with all our might – not to clasp the hand that wrought it. Again, there is the Greek nation – the community of blood and language; temples and ritual, and our common customs; if Athens were to betray all this, it would not be well done. We would have you know, therefore, if you did not know it already, that so long as a single Athenian remains alive we will make no peace with Xerxes.” (Herodotus 8.144) 
· In the quote they use the Greek Nation (there is not a nation) 
· What does it mean to be Greek?
· Same language, same blood, same temples 
· Greeks coming together to fight makes them ask what is it that brings us all together even though we have different dialects and traditions 
· Mardonius gets the response that the Athens says “never ever would we give up”
· He marches on to Attica and the Spartans do not, they stay in the Isthmus of Corinth
· Once the Athenians find out that Mardonius is marching to Attica they move residents to Salamis, Mardonius gets to Athens and gives them his offer again
· Athenians send messenger to Sparta and they were like what the heck, Spartans were like yo were celebrating a festival ttyl 
· After a couple of days when Athenians do not hear anything from the Spartans they get fed up and the Athenians’ embassy says that they are now going to discuss a deal with the Persians
· Not really going to, but this is to scare the Spartans
· The Spartans then surprise everyone and are like were already on our way - calm down.
· Pausanias is the regent for Leonidas’ son. Pausanias is distantly related to the royal family.  He is leading the army that is heading north to Athens. 
· When Mardonius learns that the Spartans are coming he destroys everything in Athens he can and he pulls back his army to Platea in Boeotia (August 479 BCE) 
· Persians have Boeotia under control, they have safety and additional troops here 
Battle of Platea 
· At Platea both sides took up a favourable position and they stand off for a week 
· On the 8th day of the standoff Mardonius sent troops to cut of Greeks supply lines with plans to engage them the next day 
· Mardonius needed to force the Greeks out of their positions so in the first couple of days he harasses them with cavalry to try to move them.
· On the second day the Persians start with cavalry and then later in the day they bring in their infantry. 
· Persians set up a defensive line outside their fort but eventually the Spartans and the other Greeks break through
· On day 2 of Battle Mardonius dies. This cause the Persians to go to their forts and then the Greeks break into their fort and slaughter the Persians. 

· In the immediate aftermath of the second Persians invasion, campaigns were carried out against cities who were conquered by Persians. 
· Sometimes it was enough to just remove the pro Persian faction (this was enough in Thessaly), sometimes they got rid of all the city
· In 478 in the aftermath the representative of the Ionians and the naval commander of the Athenians met to discuss an alliance and it is later in the year that they form a league it is this league that will form an empire 
Back to Asia Minor: 
· Xerxes himself spent the winter in Sardis where he and troops could closely monitor the Ionians. 
· Persians want to act cautiously as well with regards to the revolt, they knew that the Greeks were in Delos but they themselves would not sail past their naval base at Samos 
· This standoff lasts until August 
· On the very same day as the battle of Platea the standoff between the Greeks and the Persians comes to an end
· The Ionians at Samos send an embassy to the Greeks and the Spartans commander was like ok we will fight now. 
· The Greek fleet starts to move in 
· when the Persians realize this they park their ships at Mycale (north of Miletus) and they assume a defensive position. They erect a fort and they send some Miletian (Miletus People) troops inland to a pass to protect the pass to allow for the Persians to flee just in case.
· The Greeks park their troops a little bit farther down the coast at and these troops split up. Some of the troops go directly around the coast and some of them go up into the hills and take a round about way to surprise the Persians. 
· Persians took a defensive position in front of their forts but the Greeks break through this and causing the Persians to go to their fort to seek refuge. Now the second Greek group that took the round about way arrives and al Greeks together now break through the fort and kill most of the Persians. Some Persians escape to the pass but the Miletians who were to guard that pass kill the fleeing Persians. 
Aftermath: 
· These 2 battles effectively break the second Persian invasion to a grinding halt and as a result of these 2 victories the Ionians declare open rebellion against the Persian empire. 
· The Spartans told the Ionians return to your mother land, you can live in the lands that we will take back from the Persians 
· The Athenians say things are going well here lets just keep fighting, Athenians invite the Ionians to form a military alliance 
· Athenians campaign with the Ionian’s till the winter 
· Persians would never again launch an offensive against Greek like this 
· [bookmark: _GoBack] No more full scale invasions
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