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Please answer each question on the pages of this test. If you need more space for your answer, please use the reverse side of the page.

FOR THIS SECTION THE CORRECT ANSWER IS IN BOLD: ONE MARK FOR EACH CORRECT ANSWER.

I. Please circle the letter that corresponds to the best answer. Each is worth 1 mark.




1) 	If Joan is appointed to the committee, I am guaranteed to get tenure. I wholeheartedly 	favour Joan’s appointment. 

	The passage above is best described as an example of:

a) 	subjective relativism

b) 	an enthymeme

c)	self-interested thinking

d)	a premise  	


2) 	Words that frequently accompany arguments and signal that a premise or conclusion is present are known as ___________________.
	a)	inference indicators
	b)	premises
	c)	indicator verbs
	d)	argument components

3) 	Which of the following group of words is a collection of conclusion indicators?

	a) 	Hence; It follows that; Because

	b) 	The reason is that; Seeing as; Since; For

	c) 	Hence; Since; We may conclude

	d) 	Thus; So; Therefore; Consequently


4) 	Which of the following group of words is a collection of premise indicators?

	a)	 Since; Hence; For; Because

	b) 	The reason is that; Because; Since; For

	c) 	The reason is that; Seeing as; So; For

	d) 	Thus; So; Therefore; Consequently






5) 	Social relativism is:

a)	The idea that truth is relative to societies 
b)	Truth is different for each of us 
c)	Objectively true
d)	None of the above 

6) 	Inference is:
a)	The process of reasoning from a premise or premises to a conclusion
b)	The process of validating the truthfulness of premises 
c)	The process of offering up false premises in an argument 
d)	The process of evaluating arguments for validity 
e)	None of the above


7) 	A group of statements in which some of them (the premises) are intended to support another of them (the conclusion) is known as a(n) _______________.
a) chain argument
b) claim
c) argument
d) reason


8)	Critical thinking is systematic because it __________________________.
a)	is caused by a state of mind
b)	has practical implications
c)	involves distinct procedures and methods
d)	leads to better understanding



9) 	Subjective relativism is the idea that __________________________.

a)	Truth is relative to societies.
b)	Truth depends on what someone believes.
c)	There is a way the world is.
d)	Some objective truths are about our subjective states.
	
10)	The function of an explanation is to ____________________________.
a)	try to prove that a statement is true
b)	try to show why or how something is the way it is
c)	try to show that something is the case
d)	try to show that a statement is in dispute






II. State what is implicit – premise or conclusion – in the arguments below and write out what the implicit premise or conclusion is. Each question is worth two marks.


1. If Joe is a bachelor, then he is unmarried. So Joe is unmarried.

Implicit ___premise___________

Joe is a bachelor.


2. Duchamp’s Urinal deliberately leads us to see an ordinary object in a new and interesting way. Thus, it is rightly regarded as a genuine work of art.

Implicit ____premise__________

Anything that leads us to see an ordinary object in a new and interesting way is a genuine work of art.





3. May the 9th is the date for the first test, and today is the 9th of May.

Implicit ____conclusion__________

Today is the date for the first test.

Or, the first test is today.


4. It is very sad considering all of Manny Ramirez’s years of excellence in Major League Baseball. But Ramirez has used steroids, and if a Major League Baseball player has used steroids, there is no justification for allowing him to enter the Major League Baseball Hall of Fame.

Implicit ___conclusion___________

There is no justification for allowing Manny Ramirez to enter the Major League Baseball Hall of Fame.






5. Politicians who are convicted of crimes should not be returned to parliament, so MP Jones should not be re-elected. 

Implicit ____premise__________

MP Jones has been convicted of a crime.





III. For each of the following put the arguments into standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise in some arguments. The value of each question is noted in parentheses.  







1. Barack Obama has great ideas for preserving the natural environment. You bet he does! Therefore, Obama being elected is good for the natural environment. (3)


Standard Form:

1. Barack Obama has great ideas for preserving the natural environment. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------
2. Obama being elected is good for the natural environment.


Diagram:

1
↓
2









2. Bill is a student at Queen’s. No student at Queen’s has won the Nobel Prize. Therefore, Bill has not won the Nobel Prize. (3)


1. Bill is a student at Queen’s. 
2. No student at Queen’s has won the Nobel Prize. 
----------------------------------------------------------
3. Bill has not won the Nobel Prize.




1------2
     ↓
     3











3. I don’t think I should vote for any independent candidate in the next election. Independents never win, and I want the person I vote for to win. Also, independent candidates have a tendency to be a little wacky. And we definitely don’t need any more wacky politicians in power. (3)

1. Independents never win. 
2. I want the person I vote for to win.
3. Independent candidates have a tendency to be a little wacky. 
4. We definitely don’t need any more wacky politicians in power.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
5. I don’t think I should vote for any independent candidate in the next election.


1       2          3       4
---------         ----------
    \                      /
     \                   /
       \               /

             5


4. Most atheists are liberals, and George is an atheist. Thus, George is probably a liberal. Therefore, George is probably in favour of increased social benefits because most liberals are in favour of increased social benefits. (4)

1. Most atheists are liberals.
2. George is an atheist.
3. George is probably a liberal. 1, 2
4. Most liberals are in favour of increased social benefits.
5. George is probably in favour of increased social benefits. 3, 4


1------2
     ↓
     3------4
          ↓
          5






5. We shouldn’t pay Edward an allowance because he never does any work around the house, and he’ll probably just waste the money because he has no conception of the value of anything. (4)

1. He [Edward] never does any work around the house.
2. He has no conception of the value of anything.  
3. He will likely just waste the money. 2
4. Edward should not be paid an allowance. 3, 1


1          2
 \         /
  \      3 
   \    /
     4










6. We should go for a hike in the canyon this weekend. The air is crisp, and the leaves are turning to lovely reds and yellows. And the exercise will be good for us, since we haven’t been out all week. So, let’s take the hike. (4) 


1. The air is crisp
2. The leaves are turning to lovely reds and yellows.
3. We haven’t been out all week.
4. The exercise will be good for us
5. We should go for a hike in the canyon this weekend.


1      2        3
 \      |        /
  \     |     4
    \   |     /
        5      










7. Sue’s Spanish must be very good now. She spent a year in Mexico living and conversing with a Mexican family, and she has attained a level one in fluency in Spanish because she spent a year studying it at the University of Mexico. (4)

1. Sue [she] spent a year in Mexico living and conversing with a Mexican family.
2. Sue [she] has attained a level one in fluency in Spanish because she spent a year studying it at the University of Mexico.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
3. Sue’s Spanish must be very good now.


Diagram:

1     2
 \     /
   3









8. Amal is most certainly a colourful character, and as is his wont, he’s prone to embellish the truth. All the same, that the only valid reasons for dishonorably discharging someone from the Canadian Armed Forces are health problems and violations of military regulations. So, if Amal says that he was dishonorably discharged for simply being gay, he is lying or is mistaken. He is not lying. So he is mistaken. (5)

1. The only valid reasons for dishonorably discharging someone from the Canadian Armed Forces are health problems and violations of military regulations.
2. If Amal says that he was dishonorably discharged for simply being gay, he is lying or is mistaken. 1
3. Amal is not lying.
4. Amal is mistaken. 2, 3

1
↓
2--------3
     ↓
     4
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