

Department of Geography


GEO 151:  LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION			Winter 2017

Instructor: Stephen Swales 
Office:	 JOR 612
Phone:  416-979-5000 ext. 6179 
sswales@geography.ryerson.ca
Office Hours – Wednesday 9 am; Thursday noon, and by arrangement. I will always allow time in class to answer questions.

	This is a required Professional Course offered to students in the Geographic Analysis Programme.



	Students are required to use their Ryerson e-mail address. This address will be the only one used to communicate with. It is your responsibility to check your Ryerson e-mail regularly.



COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
Location, Location, Location
Geography matters in the success of organizations. Many location decisions are made in both the private and public sectors.  Geographers have a keen sense of the value of location, an appreciation of landscapes, and awareness of the environmental impacts of changing land uses.  
Location impacts both land values and land use. This course introduces spatial concepts and locational processes, examining their relevance for changing retail, office, industrial and residential land uses. Together with location, three underlying processes provide an understanding of changing commercial and residential land uses: economic restructuring at the global and local scales; demographic change and associated consumer demand; and planning for growth in an environmentally conscious world. These processes will be examined, together with the practical implications of their land-use outcomes.  
The geographical perspective can be effectively applied to many real-world problems. How can we best reach the consumers of goods and services? What are the best locations for hospitals, schools, offices, factories, condominiums, retail?  Why are spatial patterns of income, ethnicity and ageing relevant for the provision of urban public services?  How do residential processes account for changing urban land use patterns?  What are the environmental implications of the locational strategies of business and public services?
Geographers use the spatial approach to solve contemporary real-world problems. Case applications will be demonstrated in class to reveal how geographers identify and help resolve problems. How do we collect, display and analyse data, and apply relevant concepts and techniques to solve real-world problems? Traditional approaches of mapping and field work will be explored together with geotechnologies such as geographical information systems (GIS) and remote sensing. Location decisions are addressed at various scales: global, regional and local but with an emphasis on the urban setting.


COURSE EVALUATION:
Major Assignment 40%
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tests (2) 35%
Final Exam 25%


TEXT:  Michael Pacione (2009) Urban Geography: A Global Perspective (3rd ed)

MAIN TOPICS
· Local location and landscapes
· Where in the world? Global shift in the location of activities
· Spatial concepts: relevance and application
· The value of location
· Urbanization: sector shift, demographic transition, migration
· Location techniques: Service area delimitation and site evaluation
· Changing geographies of demand: the example of retail
· Changing geographies of supply: retail and office space
· Changing geographies of production
· Residential patterns and processes
· Planning for smart growth: urban containment and service responses

	Faculty Course Surveys are conducted online during the regular scheduled time.



