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· Anthropology: Is the holistic and integrated study of humanity, the goal is to study the broad range of human beliefs and behaviours to discover what it means to be human
· They study human societies as systematic sums of their parts, as integrated wholes
Four-fields of Anthropology:
· Physical Anthropology: The study of human biology and evolution
· Archaeology: The study of people who are known only from their physical and cultural remains; it gives us insight into the lives of now extinct societies
· Linguistic Anthropology: Devoted to the study of language, which, according to many anthropologists, is a unique feature of humans
· Cultural Anthropology: The study of contemporary human societies and it makes up the largest area of anthropological study
· Participant Observation: When the anthropologist lives within a community and participates while taking observations
· Small-scale: Relatively small communities, villages, and bands that practice foraging, herding, or technologically simple horticulture
· Ethnography: The descriptive study of human societies, sometimes referred to as ethnographers
· Culture Areas: A geographical area in which societies tend to share many cultural traits
· Anthropologists organize societies through geographical distribution and in terms of their subsistence strategy, focusing on how they make a living
· The Fore thought that kuru was caused by sorcery
· Etic Perspective: Looking from their own perspective
· Emic Perspective: Attempting to see the world through the eyes of the people being studied
· Ethnocentrism: Using our own society as the basis for interpreting and judging other societies
· Cultural Relativism: Studying what people believe not whether or not what they believe is true
· Postmodernism: Reinforces the idea of multiple ways of seeing the world - that there is no one right way to think or to do things (extension of cultural relativism)
· The Aztecs were an agricultural society located in the Mesoamerica culture area and they conquered neighboring groups
· Culture is a complex whole and is learned
· Another important feature of culture is that it is based on the use of symbols
· Operant Definition: Defining terms so that they are observable and measurable and therefore can be studied
· Analytic Definitions: Focus on the way religion itself or is expressed in a culture
· Functional Definitions: Focus on what religion does either socially or psychologically
· Essentialist Definition: Looks at what is the essential nature of religion
· Supernatural: Things that are above the natural
· Sacred: Denotes an attitude wherein the subject is entitled to reverence and respect
· Perhaps it is best to think of religion as a set of cultural beliefs and practices that usually include some or all of the basic set of characteristics (see page 16)
· There are many approaches to the study of religious phenomena; evolutionary, Marxist, functional, interpretive, and psychosocial
· Evolutionary Approach: Centered on the questions of when and how religion began
· Animism (created by Tylor): The idea that religion of “primitive” peoples focused on spirits and ghosts while more “civilized” peoples focused on gods, it is the belief in spirit beings
· The Marxist Approach: He felt that religion reflected society so that any criticism of religion must therefore also be a criticism of society
· Functional Approach: Asks the questions: What does religion do? What role do religions play in a society?
· Collective Conscious:  A system of beliefs that act to contain natural selfishness of individuals and to promote social cooperation
· Magic functions to provide control and certainty in an otherwise uncertain world (Malinowski)
· The Interpretive Approach:  Believed that religion is described as a cluster of symbols that together make up a whole and provides a charter for a culture’s ideas, values, and way of life and that the set of symbols provides ways to interpret the world
· The Psychosocial Approach: Concerned with the relationship between culture and personality and the connection between the society and the individual
· What we perceive and think of as our reality is actually a creation of our brain
· Anthropomorphic: Refers to things that are not human but have humanlike characteristics and behave in humanlike ways
· Theory of Mind: Refers to the idea that people know, or think they know, what is going on in other people’s minds
· The evolution of greater consciousness and awareness would create a dysfunctional, anxiety-ridden species if religion had not evolved as an adaptation to cope with this by providing explanations of and meanings for both life and death
· Some people believe the nature of human cognition is the explanation for the origin of religious beliefs and experiences
· The main point of Boyer’s discussion is that supernatural concepts are just extensions of everyday cognitive categories and the way that the human brain processes information
Agnosticism: Believe that the nature of the supernatural is unknowable
[bookmark: _GoBack]

oy 8 . s

T i i oo, soies lreso
b e o

- RS et e e ol et et e

vy Ao o1 it s g




