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“Shifting Urban Contours: Understanding a World of Growing and Shrinking Cities” by Cardenas and Kelly (2017) – CHAPTER 2 MAIN POINTS 

· Shift in total population that lives in cities vs shift in total population that lives in rural areas
· Level of urbanization for each of the nation states reflected by percentages  cities within nation states declining/growing in population (ex. Detroit declining in central parts and in the suburbs)
· Important to differentiate urban growth from urbanization
· Megacity  population of 10 million +
· Metacity   population of 20 million +
· Megalopolis  large region of a country that has many large cities (ex. North eastern seaboard of the US, continuous chain of metropolitan areas)
· Discussing contemporary Manila, Philippines 
· Example of a place in the recent past where people are free to move around and seek training – this was not always the case. Cities didn’t increase as fast before because there were a lot of restrictions as to what people could do.

Data from United Nations (2013) shows 8 trends:
1. A greater share percentage of the world’s population in cities: higher urbanization on a global scale
2. Rate of urbanization is accelerating: absolute changes or relative (share) changes
3. Unevenness
4. Global South
5. Some large cities will become megacities or metacities, and some will fuse together to become a megalopolis (p. 23 list of cities that belong to the club of megacities)
6. The fastest growing urban areas are smaller and newer cities
7. Some cities are shrinking
8. Cities are spreading to become megalopolises

Cities grow through migration, natural population increase, increase in length of lifespans, expansion (the city grows outwards and villages become engulfed by the expanding metropolitan fringe). 

insitu: urbanization that happens to people in place – people that were not urban become urban

Why do people migrate in? 
The potential for higher economic activity. There is opportunity to make a better living than what they had available to them in the place that they came from. Opportunity for people to be more productive, realize higher levels of output with less input in the city (ex. Liu Gong Li).
Brief overview of the history of urbanization focused on Western Europe and the colonial territories

For a long period of time the only city that had reached the one million mark was Rome at its peak. It was one of the first large cities and became the heart of an urban imperial empire. Colonial settlements were established as far as the island of Britannia, to Spain and North Africa. 

ROME (100BC-300AD)
Major urban functions
· administration of an empire
· military armaments
· transportation services
· local services
· 
CITIES IN EUROPE’S MIDDLE AGES (500 AD-1500AD)
· small and overall low level or urbanization (share of regional population in cities)
· some larger cities elsewhere in the world (e.g. Mayan cities 800 AD)

TUSCANY REGION IN 1427 (Italy’s Renaissance)
· Florence: 37,245
· Six other cities: 26,315
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Fifteen towns: 24,809 avg
· 
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