Classics Week One 
What is a Myth? 
· From the ancient greek muthos  a spoken word, an utterance, a thing that is said 
· Traditional shared narrative  original authors are unknown 
· They have changed as they were transmitted over space and time 

The Function of Myths  Georges Dumezil 
· Myths is to express dramatically the ideology under which a society lives; not only to hold out its conscience the values it recognizes and the ideals it pursues from generation to generation, but above all to express its very being and structure, the elements, the connections, the balances, the tensions that constitute it; to justify the rules and traditional practices without which everything within a society would disintegrate. 
· Myths express, reinforce, justify, and challenge cultural values, practices, desires and fears 
· Myths are also a way for a culture to make sense of the unknown, the inexplicable and the mysterious 

Type of Myth 
· Divine Myth 
· Explain or reflect the natural universe and phenomena (stars, earthquakes, rainbows) 
· Reflect ancient greek social structure (patriarchy, aristrocracy) 
· Major Characters are the Gods  anthropomorphic (look like humans and behave like humans) 
· Immortal and Ageless – not eternal (b/c there was a time when the gods did not exist as we learn about their brith and who their parents were) 
· Legend 
· Tends to explain or reflect historical phenomena (foundation of cities, kingships, wars) 
· Gods are often involved but major characters are exemplary humans who are superior in some way to most others (Achillies, Theseus) 
· Folktale 
· Tends to reflect a fantasy of power structures inverted (weakling slaying a monster, change in status from poverty to wealth, overthrowing a tyrant) 
· Major characters are usually ordinary mortals  usually trickster figures are common 
· Often comic or with a happy ending 
· Fable 
· Tends to me didactic (teaches a lesson) 
· Often about everyday moral behavior 
· Major characters are often animals with human characteristics 

Evidence for Classical Myth 
· Text, Vase Painting, Archaeological sites, Sculptures, Painting, Mosaics, Coins, Funerary Objects 

Major Periods of Greek History 
· Minoan Civilization 3000-1400 BCE 
· This civilization is based on the island of Crete
· They were non-Indo-European and therefore did not speak Greek
· Their palaces had no fortification which indicated that they were not worried about invaders Ex) Knossos 
· Their Navy dominated the Eastern  Mediterranean 
· They were very sophisticated in arts and engineering--advanced plumbing system 
· They had female figurines, double axes (labrys), and bull imageries 
· Mycenaean Civilization1650-1150 BCE 
· Indo-European 
· Their palaces were placed on hill-tops which indicates that they were worried about invasions from surrounding cities 
· They had an aristocratic social hierarchy and also absorbed some elements of Minoan culture 
· They had the Linear B writing style which was syllabic
· They were Greek speaking and very similar and related to Greek people  
· Dark Ages 1100-800 BCE 
· Very little evidence from this time period 
· Decline in population and economy 
· Absence of literacy 
· Poor quality artifacts 
· Waves of emigration to Asia Minor 
· Scarcity of Evidence 
· Archaic Period  800-480 BCE 
· Iron Age 
· Growing interest in Science and growth of City-states 
· Panhellenic Olympic games were held in 776 BCE  Panathenaean Games 
· Shifter social orders where democracy was established in Athens 510BCE 
· Participated in the Persian Wars 
· Cultures were influenced by Egypt 
· Phoenician Alphabet was adopted 
· Rise in trades and travel – came into contact with literacy, started recording down myths, Horner, Hesoid, and lyric poetry 
· Classical Period 480-323 BCE 
· Golden Age 
· Most rich in evidences 
· Athenian dominance in Greek Confederacy  Pericles was a major statesman 
· Athenaian empire was built based on Naval strength 
· Flowering of art, drama, architecture and education  Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, Plato 
· Evolving Democracy 
· Participated in the Peloponnesian War (431-404 BCE) 
· This Period ended with the death of Alexander the Great 356-323 BCE 
· Hellenistic Period 323-146 BCE
· Characterized by the widespread dissemination of classic Hellenic culture 
· Successors of alexander the great ruled vast areas around the Mediterranean, near east and Egypt 
· Cosmopolitan Culture, important centers for learning 
· Greek was the official language, spoke in most places 
· Ended when Rome conquered Greece in 146 BCE 




















Classics Week Two 
Hesoid 
· He was a farmer and a poet from the region of Boeotia (North of Athens. He wrote Theogony as well as Works and Days 
· These stories promoted a mythic conception for the universe based partly on the ancient Near Eastern Models 
· In Theogony is the Greek’s oldest surviving creation account 
· He lived during the Archaic Period and his work reflected the mores of that time period’s societal structure 
Theogony 
· Theo + gony = Birth of the Gods 
· Cosmogony = birth of the world-order and the universe (cosmos) 
· Cosmology = a metaphysical statement about the universe’s nature and purpose
·  The characters are divine beings and shows the dynastic succession 
· stories are passed on from generation to generation which is typical of divine traditional narrative 
· The main conflict is familial power struggles between the gods where every character fights to win the eternal position for power 
· The outcome is always that Zeus wins and becomes the eternal King of Olympus 
· Includes elaborate Hymn to Zeus 
· The structure of the greek society at the time is reflected 
· The triumph of Zeus over his divine predecessors and defeat of the monsters are the prelude to the establishment of the sociopolitical system that prevailed in the Archaic period in Greece 
· Allows the aristocratic families to justify their ruling of Greece by claiming divine descent 
· Reflects Oral Epic Tradition the text is written in a form known as epic 
· Contains substantial Near Eastern Influence 
· Reflects the ancient Greek Idea of the Universe = where the characters lived reflects their social status 
· Gods lived in Olympus, Humans lived on Earth, Dead lived in Hades and Sinners go to Tartarus 
· Around the earth is a a disk surrounded by water  Ocean  
Features of Early Greek Oral Epic Song 
· Originally Sung by a Single Performer 
· Bards call out to the divine beings and ask them to sing through them – gives divine authority to the singer 
· Invocation of the Muses or other Gods 
· Sung in Meters: Dactylic Hexameter 
· Dactyls = long, short, short – in each line  each Dactyl is a beat and there are 6 beats per line 
· Repetition 
· Provide time for the singer to improvise the next part 
· Formulae 
· A line that designates the end of a speech  “and thus he replied with winged words” 
· Epithets 
· Lines that indicate the same character/god Grey-Eyes Athena or Zeus the Cloud Gatherer
· Ring Composition in the Narrative 
· The narrative leaves off in the middle of a story, goes on to tell another story (in the past) and then comes back round to where the story originally left off  not necessary but appears often
· Catalogues 
· Ex) a list of daughters of Ocean 
· Gives the singer time to compose the next part since he makes it up as he goes  
The Muses 
· Zeus + Mnemosyne (Titan Goddess of Memory and Remembrance) together made the 9 Muses 
· The Muses helped in the creation of arts – especially poetic art 
· They are under the control of Zeus as his daughters they are subordinate to only him. All of their songs praise Zeus and must be approved by him 
· They provided Kings with the ability to give good speeches in Greek History  shows that although the kings powers came from Zeus, their persuasive power of speech came from the Muses 
· They lived on Mount Helikon 
· Apollo is the leader of the Muses  this shows how much Zeus favours him 

Origins of the Gods 
The 1st Generation The Beginning 
· At first there was only Chaos (the abyss, gaping void) which represented nothingness and disorder 
· Chaos asexually reproduced Darkness/Night and Erebos who then slept with each other and birthed Aether/Light and Day
· Night asexually birthed Doom, Death, Sleep, Dreams, Blame, Grief, Hesperide (guard of the golden apples), Destinies, Avenging Fates, Eris. 
· Chaos then further asexually reproduced Gaia (Earth), Tartarus, and Eros (Desire) 
· Gaia’s body is seen as the surface of the Earth and the Foundation of Everything and the primordial mother – Primal entity 
· Tartarus houses fallen gods and monsters 
· A mortal would not be able to reach Tartarus, even immortals such as the Olympians find it terrible. Night and Day greet each other and switch places here, but one of them is always out of the “house” while the other remains. 
· Cerebrus guarded the gate to Hades (and therefore Tartarus) 
· Welcomes and greets anyone whoc comes in but would not let anyone go back out 
· The River Styx surrounded Hades (oldest daughter of Ocean) if a god were to swear upon the river not full-fulling that promise can guarantee sever consequences (dead like state and not allowed to breath for a year) – after they return to “life” they will be exiled for more than 9 years 
· Eros is the driving force of procreative love (in some versions he is the son of Aphrodite) 
· Gaia then asexually reproduces Ouranos (Sky), Mountains and Sea 
The 2nd Generation Titans 
· Gaia and Ouranos produced the 12 Titans, 3 Cyclopes, and 3 Hundred-Handed-Ones 
· The important Titans: Kronos, Rheia, Typhoios 
· Ouranos doesn’t allow them to be born and pushes them back into Gaia’s body (causes the Earth to expand) 
· Gaia is not happy with Ourano’s decision and so creates a clever plan  she created a new mineral Adamantine and made a sickle with it. She askes her children to rise up against their father and only the youngest son is brave enough to do so – “after all he is the one who started this whole ugly business” – Kronos and Rheia 
· Kronos takes the weapon and waits inside the body. When Ouranos comes he castrates him to overthrow him. 
· His genitals are thrown far and land in the ocean and from the sea foam becomes Aphrodite (goddess of love, beauty and sexual desire) 
· The birth of Aphrodite expresses a characteristic about the Greek opinion about sexual love—although she is the embodiment of promising beauty and joy, it can also inspire acts of brutal aggression. The female body is blamed for many conflicts in society 
· The Ouranos-Kronos Conflict echoes a convention for ancient cosmogony where new gods cannot appear until their divide parents are permanently gotten rid of 
The 3rd Generation First Generation of Olympians 
· Kronos and Rheia mate to produce the 6 Olympians: Hestia, Demeter, Hera, Hades, Poseidon, Zeus 
· Kronos attempts to avoid being overthrown by swallowing all of his children as soon as they are born 
· Rheia tricks Kronos when Zeus is born she hands Kronos a stone wrapped in a baby blanket which he swallows. She hides Zeus in a Cave on Crete 
· Gaia nurtures him until he comes of age (so he was born a baby) 
· Zeus overthrows his father and tricks him into vomiting up his siblings (Hestia is first and last born—born first but comes out last) 
· The stone (Omphalos) is place at Pytho (also called Delphi)

Zeus Establishing His Ruling  
· Titanomachy = the war against the Titans 
· The titans (born of Ouranos) fought against the Olympians for a long time, no one was gaining an upper hand 
· Zeus decided to seek help from the Cyclopes and the Hundred-Handed-Ones 
· He freed them from their prisons and promised them powerful positions once the Olympians won (offered them divine food which is restricted to the Gods = symbolic rise of status) 
· They were very powerful allies and the Cyclopes forged Zeus’s lighting-bolts which ensured his victory 
· The Olympian gods won but the Titans could not be killed since they were divine  so Zeus decided to immobilize them by casting them down to Tartarus 
· The distance from Olympus Earth Tartarus is 18 days and 18 nights) 
· After the war Zeus distributes roles and privileges as the king of the Immortals. 
· Typhonomachy  war against Typhoios 
· Gaia was angry against the Olympians for defeating her sons and mated with Tartaros under the influence of Aphrodite gave birth to Typhoios as a result and was the last born Titan 
· Typhoios waged a war against the Olympians as told by Gaia and came pretty close to domination but was eventually defeated by Zeus 

Birth of Athena 
· Zeus’s First wife was Metis who was said to be wiser than any other god or any mortal man. 
· Zeus was told by Earth and Heaven that Metis would bear a child stronger than Zeus – at this point Metis is pregnant with “owl-eyed” Athena but Zeus swallows Metis and the child so that the prophecy cannot come true 
· The Grey-eyed girl is equal to her father in strength and wisdom but she is a girl – so not a threat but then would be born a son with an arrogant heart  who would one day be king of gods and men but Zeus stuffed Metis in his stomach 
· Later he gets a bad head ache and Hephaistos comes to his aid with his axe and splits Zeus’s head and Athena is born from his head. 
· b/c he swallows his wife before she was able to give birth Zeus gave birth to her instead 
· Athena is born fully grown, fully armed, and only loyal to her father b/c she is born from his body. 























Classics Week 3 
Theogony 
· Lapetos (a titan born from Gaia) sleeps with Clymene (daughter of Ocean) 
· They had 4 sons: Atlas, Menoitios, Prometheus, Epimetheus  all 4 sons are punished by Zeus 
· Atlas participated in the Titanomachy and is sentenced to hold the pillar of the sky on his shoulders 
· Menoitios also participated in the Titanomachy and died in the war by the hands of Zeus and his lightning 
· Prometheus initially on the side of the titans switched sides and helped the Olympians secure the victory 
· His name means fore-thought which contrasts with his younger brother Epimetheus who stands for after-thought 
· Notice how his name includes “Met” just like Metis  sign of intelligence 
· Punished by Zeus for tricking him 
· Epimetheus did not fight in the Titanomachy but was used by the Gods to get back at Prometheus  
Greek Sacrificial Practice 
· Greek mortals made animal sacrifices to the gods on Olympus in return for divine favours  the chosen animal would be slain at the alter by a priest and then cut up into pieces 
· The meat would be cooked and divided among the people present 
· The bonds would be wrapped in fat and burned at the alter – the smoke would rise up to the Gods 
· The sacrificial meal bonded the divine and human societies together 
· Gods  consumed only Nectars and Ambrosia and received the smoke from animal sacrifices 
· Mortals consumed meat of animals and used fire to cook the meat (the fire sets humans apart from animals) 
· Animals consumed raw food and were sacrificed and eaten by humans 
Prometheus and Fire 
· Prometheus’s First Offence: the division of sacrificial meat at Mekone 
· At the feast he tricked Zeus with unequal division of the meat. He intentionally disguised the portions 
· He wrapped the fat around bones (looked good but had the worst division. 
· He then wrapped the good stuff in the stomach to make it look gross and gave this to Zeus 
· Zeus didn’t like the division so Prometheus let him pick the one he wants and Zeus picked the one with Fat even though he knew he was being tricked 
· Even so Zeus was really mad that the humans got the better portion because of Prometheus  Zeus wanted to opportunity to punish the humans? 
· Humanity’s First Punishment: Take away fire 
· Without fire humans would sink down the hierarchy and become the same as animals 
· Prometheus’ Second Offence: Stole the Fire 
· He stole the fire and returned it to humans disguised in Fennel Stalk  
· Now Zeus is REALLY angry so he punishes Prometheus by nailing him down to rocks (away from mortals) and drives a wooden stick through his chest. Then an eagle (which is a symbol of Zeus) feasted on his liver during the day and then it would grow back in the night (cycle)  Eternal Punishment 
· Prometheus was later freed by Hercules  with permission from Zeus (selfish reasons) 
· Humanities Second Punishment: Pandora 
· Zeus wanted to punish Humanity for benefitting from Prometheus’ actions so he ordered the creation of the first woman 
· Athena and Hephaestus made her from clay (therefore she was not born naturally) 
· She was irresistible to men but served as the necessary evil b/c without her a man cannot have a son 
· Pandora created sexual desire and was a curse for mortal men  she consumed the fruits of men and did nothing herself  But men needed children who could support him in his old age 
Works and Days 
· Describes the decline of humanity through Pandora and talks about the 5 ages of Human Kind 
· States that there are 2 kinds of Strife (Hesoid and his Brother Eris) 
· Good competition and rivalry -- Results in increasing wealth and accomplishment – competition motivates people 
· Bad wars, quarrels and law suits -- Consumes wealth, distracts the person from his possible accomplishment 
Why Humans Must Work
· Zeus takes away the easy life that humans had and gives them evil in exchange for allowing them to keep Fire 
· At first there was no sickness and humans never had to work – the land was fertile and humans would just pick the fruits and everything was provided for them 
· Zeus calls upon: 
· Hephaistos: to make Pandora from clay, put a human voice in it and model her after a goddess. 
· Pan-dora = “all-gifts”  all the Olympians donated something to create her 
· Athena: taught her embroidery and weaving and dressed her up all fancy 
· Aphrodite: gave her desire and anguish and pours grace over her 
· Seasons: put a crown on her 
· Hermes: he is a trickster and puts evil inside her by the order of Zeus – gave her a bitchy mind and a cheating heart 
· Pandora is then given to Epimetheus as a gift (although Prometheus warned him to reject gifts from the gods) he accepted Pandora as his wife 
· With Pandora came a Jar – she took the lid off the jar and then evil flew out onto the earth 
· She closed it quickly but everything had already come out—except for hope which was trapped at the bottom 
· Humans were no longer provided for—they had to work, they grew old, they got sick 
· Pandora and the Jar are parallels where they both look good on the outside but contain lots of evil on inside -_-

Hesoids Five Ages 
· Golden Age 129-147 
· Age of Kronos (Roman Name: Saturn) 
· Humans lived basically like gods  no work, no grief, no old age (earth would consume them at some point but it was always painless) 
· Land brought forth food spontaneously and after death the spirits would roam the land dispensing justice (royal honor) 
· Silver Age 148-160 
· Age of Zeus and the Olympians – this includes the titan/typhonomachy and the birth of second gen Olympians 
· Humans were babies for 100 years and lived off their mothers nurturing 
· Once they grew up they became witless and painful adults –didn’t live long at this point 
· There were no sacrifices so Zeus destroyed them 
· Bronze Age 161-177 
· Humans were monstrous and war-loving – they ate no food and were wild 
· Constantly fighting and eventually killed each other off and were forgotten – no memories remained of them 
· Age of Heroes 178-198 
· Race before Hesoid – age of the Demigods 
· They have 3 harvest seasons per year before Persephone 
· The humans fought but died in battles commemorated in myths – died glorious battles for the gods 
· Enjoyed afterlife in the Isles of the Blessed, Elysium – Zeus granted them afterlives apart from other men (not as dreadful as Hades) 
· Iron Age 199-234 
· Hesoids time and contemporaries, the period full of troubles 
· Hesoid predicted the destruction of this generation 
· Children were born old and grey haired, fathers fought sons, hosts fought guests, brothers vs brothers (lack of Xenia) 
· No justice, wrong doers were praised while Virtuous were not celebrated 
· Cities constantly at war 
· Shame and Nemesis (goddesses) both leave the earth  no defense against evil 
· Nemesis represents retribution for wrong deeds and moral values 

Classics Week 4 
The Theory of the Origins of Tragedy 
· Many scholars believe that Greek Tragedies came from the ritual worship of Dionysus which included: 
· Original choral songs and dances containing a story gradual shift from songs and dances to emphasis  on the stories 
· Eventual enactment of the story 
Dionysus 
· Has more foreign qualities, as opposed to the typical Greek Male stereotype 
· Dressed in eastern clothing, often encounters gender confusion, different worship style (community), often portrayed as dark and dangerous 
· Breakage of Boundaries  
The City of Dionysia (from ca. 533 BCE) 
· Originally a rural festival that was brought to the city due to politicians who wanted to unite the city and the people living surrounding it 
· Dionysus presided over this festival  held in the spring when the sailing season had opened.
· All the people who came were under protection of Athens (open to every city/towns protected by Athens) 
· Origins ~ start of democracy  sponsored by the city where the rich were expected to contribute 
· Jobs were closed and even prisoners were let out to enjoy the festival 
· Ceremonies included: 
· Procession and Sacrifices to Dionysus 
· Display of tribute  sign of Athens dominance and the relationships they have
· Presentation of Hoplite armor to the Sons of fallen soldiers  shows that the city takes care of the children of those who fought in the war (the city is now their father)
· Also shows that children are expected to put on the armor and fight just like their fathers did (familial relationship between the city and the citizens 
· Recognition of Benefactors  anyone who has done a huge favor to the city 
Performances at the City of Dionysia 
· Epidauros  large theater whose architecture allows people in the back to also hear 
· Dithyrambs 
· Chorus of 50 men or boys who presented 10 tribes  they would all compete for first place 
· The cost of the performance was charged to the wealthiest family in the tribe by the Leader of the tribe 
· Cost is equivalent to a year of worship  which is very important to Athenians 
· In one day there would be a single playwrights work 3 Tragedies and 1 Satyr Play (Tetralogy)  seen continuously by the citizen 
· On other days 3-5 comedies by different playwrights would be performed depending on the social conditions 
· Prizes were awarded (highly competitive) 
Performers 
· Athenian citizens wrote, produced and acted and formed the chorus of the plays 
· Only male performers  normal people that the audience would recognize – women may not have been in the audience -_- 
· Training was at the expense of the wealthiest citizens (they were named Choregos) which was a form of Liturgy (Public donation) 
Tragedy 
· Based on traditional stories from myths  spoken episodes, solo song from myths 
· Playwrights used myths to dramatize problems that Athenians were facing at that time 
· Chorus 12-15 responds to action in song and dance 
· Musical accompaniment by Reed Pipe (aulos) 
· Three Great Tragedians 
· Aeschylus (524-456 BCE)  Oresteia, Persians, Seven against Thebes 
· Sophocles (496-406 BCE)  Oedipus Rex, Antigone, Ajax 
· Euripides (480-406 BCE)  Medea, Bacchae, Trojan Women, Cyclopes 

Prometheus Bound 
· mid-5th century BCE attributed to Aeschylus (uncertain) 
· May be connected as a trilogy of plays with Prometheus unbound and Prometheus the fire-bearer (both lost) 
· Characters: Nymphs (Daughters of Ocean), Oceanus (God of the Sea), Might and Force (Servants of Zeus) – also called Power and Force, Prometheus, Hermes, Hephaistos, Io 
· Hephaistos, Force and Power chain Prometheus to a rock in Sycthia (savage place away from life), under Zeus’s orders 
· Hephaistos sympathizes with Prometheus and the other 2 are displeased and warn him about showing too much sympathy towards Zeus’s enemies (Hephaistos’ privilege was stolen but he still feels bad)
· The Chorus sing a song as the nasty part goes on (stake through his heart, binding him) 
· The humans are referred to as Creatures of the Day who will never be able to repay Prometheus for what he has done for them  he picked the wrong side 
· They leave and then the Nymphs enter to council and sympathize with Prometheus, ask him how he ended up on that rock 
· Prometheus explains: Titans supported Kronos to the throne while others wanted Zeus 
· Initially Prometheus sided with his mother but eventually helped Zeus (who gladly welcomed him)  and did not send him down to Tartarus with the other titans 
· When Zeus won he wanted to wipe out the human race – Prometheus disagreed 
· He then stole fire and helped the humans therefore saving the human race and earning Zeus’s wrath 
· Prometheus gave them Hope Fire and Arts (alphabet, literacy, arithmetics, Muses, Technology, medicine, dreams – basically every aspect of culture)  he thinks that humans would be nothing without him 
· Prometheus foresaw his punishment—although he did not believe it would be so severe or coming so soon – asks the divinities to witness his pain 
· Oceanus enters on a flying monster and also sympathizes with Prometheus (his daughter marries Lapetos) 
· Lapetos + Clymene = Prometheus (Prometheus mother can also be Themis or Gaia depending on the version) 
· Oceanus warns Prometheus, that despite his intelligence, he needs to watch his words as they are offensive to the new ruler tells him that he needs to adapt to the new environment as the ruler has changed and that Prometheus is too prideful and ignorant – Zeus could bring more pain 
· Oceanus offers to speak to Zeus to ease his pain but Prometheus refuses – he mentions how Atlas has to carry the weight of the world and that Typhon was buried inside a volcana (he will come out if the volcano were to erupt one day—Sicily would be destroyed) 
· He believes that there will be a time to talk to Zeus but now is not the time – doesn’t want to force Zeus and make him more angry 
· Oceanus decides to leave and so he does 
· Prometheus Keeps on speaking to the Nymphs and speaks of how men are ignorant but lived simple and happy – then repeats the many things he has done for them – the Nymphs mention that its great he did all that but he is a fool since humans cannot repay him 
· Io enters  tells her fate (see “Io Background”) 
· Prometheus knows he will be freed by Heracules in the 13th generation (and Io is a big part of that lineage) 
· Io leaves and Hermes enters 
· Hermes says that Zeus heard of Prometheus’ claim that his marriage will lead to his loss of power and Zeus has sent Hermes to find out. Hermes does not sympathize with Prometheus and orders him to tell him the secret
· Prometheus says “ your speech is crammed with pride and arrogance, quite fitting for a servant of the gods. You all are young, so it your ruling power, and you believe the fortress where you live lies far beyond all grief. But I have seen two tyrant rulers cast out from that place and I will see a third” 
· Hermes sees serving Zeus as a great honor but Prometheus rather be chained then become his servant. Although they are both trickster gods, their characterizations are quite different 
· Prometheus hates all gods “who received my help and then abused me, perverted justice” 
· Hermes tries to persuade him by saing that at least by giving information, his suffering will lessen and things could go so much worse for him if he doesn’t say anything 
· Hermes then warns the Nymphs about sympathizing with Prometheus but then leaves 
IO Backstory 
· Virgin princess – daughter of Inachus 
· Her dreams instruct her to go out into a meadow so that Zeus can mate with her 
· Her father consults the oracles and sends her out to avoid destruction of his household – so he sends her out and she walks into where the herds of cattle are 
· Zeus disguises himself as a cloud so that Hera doesn’t find out but Hera gets suspicious and approaches. Zeus panics and changes Io into a cow 
· Hera sees this trick and asks for the cow as a gift from Zeus (what can he do) 
· She sends Argus to watch over her (no one can get past Argus – eyes all over him) 
· Zeus sends Hermes to slay Argus (Argeiphontus = Hermes) 
· Hermes plays music to make Argus sleep and then slays him 
· Hera knew about this too so she sends a Gad-fly to chase after Io which forces her to roam the world never stopping 
· The whole time she has no idea what is going on, why this is happening to her, or how she got into this whole mess 
· In Prometheus bound she makes her way to Prometheus who immediately recognizes her (all knowing) – She then asks him to clear things up or her 
Io and Prometheus 
· Prometheus predicts her future fore her  she will continue to roam until she reaches Egypt where Zeus will find her and impregnate her with a touch
· She will give birth to Epaphos who is a hero and founder of a long line of kin (including Heracles) 
· In the 4th generation her children will make a return to Greece 
· One son has 50 sons and one has 50 daughters – the sons want to marry their cousins but the daughters don’t --so they flee to Greece 
· The sons don’t give up so the father (with the daughters) comes up with a plan so that they all marry the sons but on the wedding night they all kill them – except for one 
· The Last daughter spares her husband  said to eventually lead to Hercules 
· Prometheus and Io seem to be complete opposites  one smart other dumb, one bound other constantly in motion
Prometheus’ Secret 
· Zeus is mighty but not omniscient (not all knowing) 
· Whomever sleeps with Thetis will birth a son mightier than himself (so if Zeus were to sleep with her – which was very possible—he would birth a son that could overthrow him) 
Possible Reconstruction of the Trilogy 
· Prometheus Unbound  Prometheus is set free by Heracles and shares his knowledge with Zeus and so the gods marry off Thetis to the moral Peleus (birth Achilles) 
· Prometheus the Fire bearer Alliance of Strength and knowledge, Prometheus is given special honors and celebrated in Athens as a culture hero 
Pandora? 
· Absent from this play 
· Io and Thetis are additions 











Classics Week 5/6/7
Zeus: God of the Sky and Ruler of the Heavens (Jove/Jupiter) 
· Representative Animal: Eagle  sign of responsibility, authority and power 
· Cult Site: Crete 
· Symbols: Thunderbolt, sky, often portrayed as mature, bearded/middle aged 
· Associated with the sky and weather and is responsible for the things that happen in the sky (Ouranos is the sky himself) 
· Last son of Kronos and Rheia, husband of Hera, father to many 
· One of the 12 Olympians 
· Patriarchal Ruler 
· King and Patriarch of Gods and Humans 
· Reflects Greek Societal Structure  father is the ruler, therefore reinforces his position of power as a ruler and the patriarchy structure 
· Unquestionable Authority 
· Gods rarely directly challenge Zeus’ authority – those who do never succeed (Prometheus) 
· Divine Champion of Justice (Goddess Dike) and Hospitality (also called Xenia) and other responsibilities 
· Justice = regulator of behaviors, moral orders, punishment for those who have no morals
· Hospitality institution of Xenia—coded behavior of how the guests and hosts should treat each other (provide food, cannot refuse anyone who called upon Athena for protection/Killing those who do) 
· Presides over an ordered cosmos and is responsible for populating everything 
· Divine Society  12 Olympians in Heaven, Demeter for Earth and Persephone in the Underworld 
· Mortal Society demigod heroes who participate in wars 
· Sexual Promiscuous and Prolific 
· Results in many mortals to claim as the descent from Zeus in reality back in Greece = allowed them to claim special treatment 
Zeus Takes many forms in Sexual Conquests 
· Europa was a princess (young, about marrying age) who Zeus took a liking to so when she was playing in the meadow with her friends Zeus transforms into a Bull. Europa plays with him and starts to ride him. The Bull carries her off across the ocean to the Island of Crete where he mates. She gives birth to the Kings of Crete (Minos) 
· Danae was also young, marriable and was an aristocratic princess. Her father was told by an oracle that Danae’s son will kill him. She was locked away in a tower/cave where she had no contact with the outside world. Zeus takes the form of rain and impregnates her via water. She gives birth to Perseus
· Alkmene was married to Amphitryon who was off at war. Zeus takes the form of her husband who has just come home and mates with her. Amphitryon comes back maybe the next morning and mates with her. She gives birth to Hercules and his half brother Iphicles (Amphitryons son) 
· Leda is married to a King. Zeus takes the form of a swan and mates with her. She lays an egg and out of it comes Helen of Troy (only female demigod of Zeus), Castor, and then 2 mortals Pollux and Clytemnestra (kills her husband when gets a new lover) 
· Ganymede is a young prince of troy. Zeus takes on the form of an eagle and takes him to become the Olympian Cup-bearer  he was realllllyyyyy pretty 
· NOTE: Zeus’ uncontrollable desire was ok but this is not ok for Women. He also was only interested in aristocracies and their offspring would always inherit power and rules (reflects the Greek Societal Structure) 

Hera: The Goddess of Marriage and the Queen of the Heavens  (Juno) 
· Representative Animal: Peacock 
· Sister and wife of Zeus, mother of Hephaistos (asexual), Ares and Hebe 
· One of the 12 Olympians 
· She presides over the Sanctity of Marriage  but Zeus constantly violates this so she’s super jealous and angry
· She often kills off or persecutes Zeus’s offspring and punishes the innocents that Zeus gets his eyes on
· She is super powerful but still nothing compared to Zeus and is not a major threat – wants to overthrow him but fails (Hephaistos) and also mother of Ares (who everyone hates) 
Poseidon: God of the Seas and Earthquakes (Neptune) 
· Representative Animal: Horses and Bulls (untamed) 
· Symbols: Trident 
· Married to Amphitrite (Nymph/daughter of Oceanus), brother of Zeus and father of monsters Polyphemus and Pegasus – dislikes for Athena (who is a tamer of nature) – they often oppose eash other 
· One of the 12 Olympians 
· Causes earthquakes, tidal waves, floods 
Hestia: Goddess of Hearth Fire (Vesta) 
· Sister of Zeus 
· One of the 12 Olympians 
· Requests to Zeus that she never becomes a mother and remain a Virgin (therefore Aphrodite has no power over her) Inactive – often stays home and tends the hearth fire (fire at home) and featured by few myths 
· Very powerful goddess in Rome and is highly honored 
Hades: God of the Underworld and Ruler of Hades (Dis, Pluto) 
· Receiver and host of many, many names (circumlocution of his name), Ruler of the Underworld 
· Brother of Zeus, husband of Persephone, resides in Hades and avoided by gods 
· NOT an Olympian 
· Mature, male, enthrones, dark, shadowy, mournful and devoid of light 
Aphrodite: Goddess of Love and Sexual Desire (Venus) 
· Representative Animal: Dove 
· One of the 12 Olympians 
· Cult Site: Cyprus 
· Married to Hephaistos but has an affair with Ares 
· Most likely arranged by Zeus – ironic that the most beautiful goddess was stuck with the ugliest 
· Hesoid: born from Ouranos’ castrated genitals—Eros was one of the first beings from Chaos 
· Homer: Daughter of Zeus and Dione (Titan), mother of Eros  
· Presides over sexual attraction, pleasure and loveliness as well as deceit and violence 
· Has every god/goddess under control except for Athena, Artemis and Hestia (all unmarried) 
· Athena only cares for war strategies and crafts  virgin goddess 
· Artemis only cares about hunting, dancing and the woods virgin goddess 
· Hestia is the first and last born and asked Zeus to allow her to remain a virgin forever 
Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite 
· Hymns are written to honour the target god/goddess and are often in epic style and Homeric 
· Aphrodite keeps making Gods fall in love with mortals so Zeus thought she should get a taste of her own medicine and has her fall in love with Anchises – he was tending cattle when she found him 
· She goes to Cyprus to get ready, bathe herself in perfumes and makes herself look beautiful (as a mortal) 
· As she ventures to Anchises the animals around her make love to one another 
· She fell in love and disguised herself as a pretty mortal virgin, Anchises fell in love with her at the first sight but addressed her as a goddess without known that she actually was one – treats her as a goddess by offering his worship towards her – this demonstrates his good character 
· To prove that she is not a goddess she lies with an elaborate story about how she is from a rich family but was carried by Hermes to come wed Anchises and that her parents will send him lots of treasures 
· Anchises believes her and sleeps with her – laid her on his bed made of animal skins that he hunted – symbolizing that women are trophies to men 
· Afterwards Aphrodite reveals her identity and Anchises is very frightened – “are you going to punish me by making me deathless but not ageless and then put me in a little box and lock the box away when I grow old” 
· This is b/c Eos asked Zeus to make Tithonus immortal but didn’t as to make him ageless so he grew very old but never died – she then laid him in a room and locked him there 
· They then had a son named Aeneas who was nursed by mountain Nymphs and brought to Anchises when he was ~5 years old – he is not to reveal that she is the mother (threats punishment from Zeus) 
· Aeneas later flees Troy when destroyed by Greeks with father on his shoulders – Found a new nation in Italy (protected by Aphrodite) 
Ares: God of War (Mars) 
· Son of Zeus and Hera, adultery with Aphrodite, Father of Harmonia, Panic and Fear 
· One of the 12 Olympians
· Hated by gods and men, represents violence, blood lust contrast with Athena as military strategy
· Feared and respected but not loved 
Odyssey from Homer: The loves of Ares and Aphrodite
· A story sung by the bard Demodocus to entertain the Phaeacians after dinner  a comical story of divine adultery taken when Odysseus was their guest, but not yet identified ( so when he was there as a guest the bard started to sing this story—at this point no one knows that this guy is Odysseus) 
· Theme: Intelligence>strength 
· Theme: the importance of the faithfulness of the wife and its impact on the husband 
· Penelope and Odysseus 
· While Odysseus was away for battle, Penelope needed to fight off suitors his return was dependant on her loyalty. If she were to choose a suiter then it is very likely that said future King will kill off Odysseus when he returns from war, this the reason for his safe and successful home-coming is due to Penelope’s faithfulness 
· Clytemnestra and Agamemnon  opposite where Clytemnestra kills her husband after she finds a new lover 
· Hephaistos knew that his wife was unfaithful to him with Ares b/c he was informed by Helio (the moon god). So he designed a trap to catch them both in the act. 
· He made a strong net (invisible) and laid it on the bed and he pretended to leave for Lemnos (his favorite city), but quickly turned around when Helio informed him that Aphrodite and Ares have been caught 
· Aphrodite and Ares were immobilized in the net so Hephaistos called all the Gods to come and laugh at them – he refused to free them until her father (Zeus) returns all the gifts that he has given him to marry her 
· Apollo mentions to Hermes “would you be caught in chains if that meant you lay with Aphrodite?”. Hermes replies with a “ 3 times the chains and all the gods watching” – this got a big laugh 
· Poseidon pleaded that Ares be released but everyone else roared with laughter so Poseidon payed the debt 

Demeter: Goddess of Grains (Ceres) 
· Mother of Persephone (with Zeus), sister of Zeus and Hades
· One of the 12 Olympians 
· Depicted with Sheave of Wheat and Carrying torches 
· Associated with Season Changes along with her daughter – represent the major stages of the female life cycle 
· She was in charge of anything regarding agricultural harvest on which the humans depended on for survival – represents the fertility of Earth’s soil 
Homeric Hymn to Demeter 
· Hades asked for Persephone b/c hes in love with her and Zeus agreed (the marriage was politically convenient for Zeus b/ it creates a bond between Heaven and the Underworld which ensures that there would be no uprising from the realm that Hades controls) 
· Persephone was in a Flowery meadow, picking flowers to make a ring – NOTE the location, Persephone is often said to be a flower faced girl 
· Hades had a special flower Narcissus bloom from the earth which attracted Persephone and lured her to pick it 
· Once she had the Narcissus in her hand the earth opened up and Hades came out to seize her on a Horse 
· Persephone calls out to her father Zeus to protect her – unknowing of the fact that hes the one who arranged it 
· There are 2 witnesses to what just happened: Helios and Hekate 
· She wants to see her mother even when she was already in the underworld – calls out to Demeter who immediately hears her and starts to look for her 
· Demeter refuses to eat the foods of the Gods and refuses to bathe. She tore off her veil and cast a dark cloak over her shoulders and searched for 9 days without rest – no gods or mortals would tell her the truth 
· Finally Hekate directed Demeter to Helios who told her what happened  tells her that Hades would be a good husband cuz he is the brother of Zeus 
· Demeter disguised herself as a mortal to walk among the Earth until she reached Eleusis ruled by Keleos 
· The daughters of Keleos found her and offered her hospitality – Demeter refused b/c over her grief so they offered her a position in the household instead as the wet-nurse for the youngest baby boy Demophoon  
· She secretely performed a ritual on him to make him an immortal god (maybe to replace Persephone) – hoping to fulfill the prophecy of Zeus’ overthrow but Metaneira the mother accidently ruined the ritual by interrupting  “I would have made your child immortal and ageless forever; I would have given him unfailing honor. But now he cannot escape death and the death spirits.” 
· She then revealed her true identity and demanded to have alters and temples built for her that King Keleos agreed to 
· She stayed here and grieved, refusing to attend to her duties and forbid agricultural growth on earth (humans started dying) 
· Zeus sent messengers to negotiate with Demeter – no offerings were being sent to the Gods and humans were dying but Demeter didn’t care – sends Iris but Demeter still refuses 
· He finally sent Hermes to the underworld to negotiate with Hades for the return of Persephone – Hades lets her go without arguing but tricks her into eating a pomegranate seed. 
· Since Persephone ate something from the underworld she much stay there 1/3 of the year and the 2/3 she can stay with her mother 
· So in the end .. Hades got his bride, Demeter got her daughter and Zeus won -_- 
Eleusinian Mysteries 
· An annual festival to honor Demeter and Persephone celebrated in the town of Eleusis (where Demeter was when she was grieving) 
· Celebration of this cult includes a procession from Athens, Obscenity and all night feasting 
· Initiation of new comers 
· Purification, fasting and ordeals, secret rituals, intitiates are placed in a closed, dark space which is designed to create confusion for them—then they experience a sudden blast of light (Divinity) 
· The initiates are expected a blessed existence after death 
Persephone: Goddess of Spring and Queen of the Underworld (Proserpina) 
· Daughter of Demeter and Zeus, wife of Hades 
· Katabasis: descent to the underworld  to descend and return to the land of the dead is a sign of heroic achievement (Heracles descends 3 times, Orpheus once) 
· When Persephone marries Hades she performs the wedding ritual and the funeral ritual at the same time 
· This forces her mother to experience what others godesses never have to  losing a child to death 
· Myth reflects structural parallels between funeral and wedding rituals – both rites of passage mark a major transition and loss and change of status 
Bridal Marriage Rituals in Ancient Greece 
· Normally Exogamous (leave the fathers home for the first time) Virilocal (the bride went to live in the husbands home – often with his family) 
· Stages: 
· Eggue (Betrothal) an agreement between the girls father (oldest man in charge of her) and her future husband. The husband would demonstrate his worthiness by offering gifts or performing heroic acts. The engagement serves as the forging of a bond between households and to produce offspring – a form of alliances. The betrothal could be arranged before birth/when girl is very young. Parthenos: maiden, virgin, unmarried girl= usually would be married off due to this agreement 
· Ekdosis  ritual of passing the girl between houses (giving the bride away) – bride is washed, dressed and adorned by female members of the household. There is a feast at the husbands house and torch-lit procession leading the pair on a horse-drawn chariot to the husbands home. At this state she belongs to either houses—marks the transition from one house to another – often there are a lot of rituals that wish for a smooth transition and to avoid bad omens. Nymphe: bride 
· Gamos  marriage, consummation on the wedding night. Gyne: wife, woman, mother of sons 
Funeral Rituals 
· Corpse is washed, dressed and adorned by female members of the household. After the wake a torch-lit procession by horse-drawn cart from home to burial ground Funeral processions = offerings made to Underworld gods -- Allowing a smooth transition to the underworld 
Apollo: God of Music, Oracles, Poetry, Art etc (Phobeus Apollon) 
· The far shoorter, the Archer, the Healer/Paean, Pythian 
· Son of Leto and Zeus, twin brother of Artemis, father of Asclepius (God of Medicine) 
· One of the 12 Olympians 
· He is the model of ephebe: young men (18-20) about to transition into military service/manhood 
· There are often lots of initiations rituals that marks the transition from adolescence into adult hood 
· The rituals in Greek that took place at the transition are often Apollo’s responsibilities 
· He was a leader in general and an Archer 
· A leader of the Muses – uses his lyre and leads the dances of the Muses on Olympus 
· God of Purification, A healer (paean: healer) 
· His arrows are thought to cause illness and plagues so he was called upon in sickness to take it away 
· He has a son names Asclepius who is the God of of Medicine 
· He is capable of purifying men that were tainted by Miasma: Slaying ones kin it is thought that miasma is contagious 
· He is the God of Propecy Oracles described in the Homeric Hymn to Apollo 
· The bow and the lyre (weapon+ musical string instrument) 	
· Symbolize harmony, proportion and moderate tension – needs proper tension to draw the bow and play the lyre – represent order (2 things held in harmony) 
· Cult site: Delphi, Mount Parnassus 
· There is a virgin priestess (called Pythia, Pythoness) issued cryptic pronouncements/Oracles and then male priests interpreted them this was an act of communication from the gods in the form of Prophecies 
Homeric Hymn to Apollo 
· Both Apollo and Artemis are children of Zeus and Leto (who is a daughter of Titans)  making them aristocratic in the Olympic society 
· When Zeus sleeps with her, Hera is jealous and threatens their birth In order to avoid Hera, Leto left Olympus in labor and wandered around the world
· Hera issues a prohibition to all the lands to not let Leto give birth  Leto finds a floating island called Delos which is not anchored to the earth and so doesn’t fall under this prohibition  
· Originally Delos was afraid and wouldn’t let her give birth there – they were afraid that her son was going to be arrogant and ashamed that he was born on such a barren island and would eventually flood Delos 
· Leto swears that Apollo and Artemis wouldn’t do that and wins Delos over 
· Hera then restrains Eileithya (her daughter) Goddess of Childbirth – in an effort to prevent Leto from giving birth to the twins 
· As long as Eileithya is not with Leto she cannot give birth and so suffers 
· Finally Leto’s friend Iris bribed Eileithya with a necklace – causing her to disobey Hera and come to LEto 
· Leto gives birth clinging to a palm tree (Apollo is usually associated with a palm tree) 
· Leto first gives birth to fully-grown Artemis who then assists in the birth of her twin Apollo 
· Greeks often call upon Artemis to ease the pains of childbirth 
· The Greeks thought that Artemis causes pain to those who lose their virginity (bear children) and so call upon her to ease their pain 
· After Apollo came of age he traveled widely in Greece, looking for a place for the Foundation of his Oracle 
· He found a place guarded by the female dragon Python which he killed and by doing so benefitted the human race and established his cult-center at Delphi (also called Pytho) 
· There are inscriptions at the cult-center in Delphi: “know yourself” and “nothing in excess”  do not overstep your boundaries/know your proper place in the world (otherwise there can be devastating effects Hubris). One shouldn’t have too much of something (discipline and self control) 
· Note: in the Theogany Zeus slays Typhoeus and here  Apollo slays Python—both are female divinities that challenge the male god and are therefore able to establish a position in the universe 


Apollo Was Very Unlucky in Love 
· Daphne: daughter of a river god but didn’t want Apollo – when he caught up to her she prays to her father to remain a virgin. Her father then transforms her into a tree (Laurel)  thus Apollo is forever associated with Laurel (wears a Laurel crown) 
· Hyacinth: accidently killed by Apollo’s Discus (he was a male) 
· Coronis: was his lover and pregnant with his child but a crow told Apollo that she was unfaithful so he killed her and raised the child on his own (Ascelpius)
· Cassandra: Was a Trojan princess. He asked her to be his lover and in exchange he will give the gift of propechy. She agreed but later changed her mind but was already given the gift so Apollo cursed her. No one was able to believe her prophecy. She warned everyone of the fall of the city but since no one believed her they all died 

Artemis: Goddess of the Hunt and the Moon (Diana) 
· She was a perpetual virgin like Athena and carries a Bow and Arrow like her brother but as a hunter 
· She was a hunter and therefore kinda masculine and not a typical Goddess  she was accompanied by a band of virgin followers 
· She is the Mistress of animals  hunts, protects and tames wild animals – all paintings indicate that she had control over various animals 
· She is also associated with the taming of young girls in Greek culture young girls were often associated with wildness and therefore marriage is what tamed them. As they approached the age of marriage the girls dedicated their toys (representing childhood) to Artemis and danved for her and wove wreaths for her 
· Artemis presided over rite of passage from young girl to adolescence  Brauronia was a ritual where girls pretended to be little bears in order to show their wild nature and honor Artemis (Bear-Dance/Bear-girls) 
Callisto
· Was a female follower of Artemis who was impregnated by Zeus – Artemis got mad and changed Callisto into a bear. She gave birth to Arcas who was rescued by Hermes and eventually became a hunter – hunted her mother
· Callisto the hunter became the hunted  
· Zeus took pity on them and made them into a constellation (thus immortal)  Catasterization 
Actaeon
· A hunter who accidently saw Artemis bathing and so she changed him into a stag – he was then hunted hown and torn apart by his own dogs  Sparagmos 
· This type of punishment is typically associated with Artemis and Dionysus for those who accidently saw things they were not suppose to see 
Niobe 
· Mortal queen and mother of 14 children who boasted that she was superior to Leto (who only had 2) 
· This is a violation of Hubris (knowing ones place) and so the twins defended their mother’s honor by slaying all Niobe’s offspring (Slaying of the Niobids) 
· Niobe was an icon of Loss, grief and constant Lament 

Athena: Goddess of Wisdom, Military Strategy, Defense and Victories (Minerva) 
· Born from Zeus – no divided loyalties 
· Perpetual Virgin – usually shown armed, as a defender of civic life, focus on military strategies instead of blood shed  provides a strong contrast against Ares who is the god of war and bloodshed 
· Champion of culture and a clever inventor of ways to tame nature  provides a strong contrast to Poseidon who is the god of the violence of destruction of nature (bridle, ships, weaving, olive harvest) 
· Presides over legal trials and other civic processes (Goddess of the City) 
· Provides a strong contrast to Artemis who is the Goddess of the Wilderness 
· Responsible from defines of the city-state, its institutions to the domestic occupation of women
· She is the divine protector of heroes (Heracles, Perseus, Odysseus) 
· Cult Site: Parthenon 
· Hephaistos once ejaculated on Athena’s thigh – she wiped it off and threw it to the earth 
· Gave rise/birth to Erichthonius and early Athenian King (Autochtony: birth from the earth) 

Hephaistos: God of Blacksmith and Crafts (Vulcan)
· The Lame Smith (born lame/injured by Zeus when challenged) 
· Hera was angry at his imperfections and threw him off of Olympus into the sea-- He was cared for by Thetis
· The Gods eventually asked him to come back for his craftsmanship but he refused cuz Hera dishonoured him 
· Zeus sent Dionysus to lure Hephaistos 
· Volcanoes house his forge and fire Cult Site: Volcanic Island of Lemnos 
· Oversees the Cyclopes who forge Zeus’s lightning bolts 
· He is often seen as a comic figure among the Olympians (rode a donkey as opposed to a beautiful strong horse) 
· Ugliest god – married to Aphrodite (unhappy marriage) 

Hermes: God of Thieves, Trades, Travel, Diplomacy and Negotiation (Mercury) 
· Son of Zeus and Maia (Nymph Daughter of Atlas)  Maia lives in an obscure cave far from Olympus—shes from another branch of family (not Olympian) 
· Extremely resourceful, an inventor, liar and versatile thief  Crosser of Boundaries 
· Patron of messengers, travelers, orators, and rules over merchants 
· Represents social mobility to make wealth (important for merchants) 
· Often depicted wearing a traveler’s hat and holds the Caduceus (2 snakes twined at the top – symbol of medical) 
· Often wore boots with straps or wings on the front/side of the boots = traveler’s boots, symbolizes the fast speed which can move from places to places  Often associated with agriculture, sheep and cattle 
· He is the messenger of the gods – always in constant motion  Crosser of Boundaries – between worlds that no gods can cross 
· Psychopomp: conducts souls of the dead to the underworld since he is the only one who can cross the boundary constantly 
· Killed Argus (Argeiphontes)
· Hermes was also sent by Zeus to Sarpedon (son of Zeus and mortal woman – mortal son) 
· He died on the battlefield and Zeus knew he could not mess with the natural order so he sent Hermes to at least protect his body and guide him to the underworld 
Homeric Hymn to Hermes 
· Maia was shunned by immortals to live in a shadowy cave – Zeus came to her and she gave birth to Hermes 
· On the day he was born he decided to sneak out and steal cattle from Apollo. On the way he saw a tortoise and fashioned the first Lyre. 
· He was craving the taste of meat ** (not a normal thing for a god who only drinks nectar and ambrosia) 
· He took the cattle (being careful to not be seen except for one old man) and then chopped them up and then created fire. He cooked the meat from the cows (there were 12 portions – one for each Olympian) 
· Although he was very tempted to eat the meat he did not – this shows how self-motivated he was (food is very important in the hierarchy) 
· Hermes then snuck back home and Maia is angry. Hermes tells her to calm down – how could Apollo bully a cute little kid like me? 
· Apollo noticed his cows were missing and found Hermes (with help from the old man) 
· He threatened to throw Hermes into Tartarus is he did not show him where he took the cattle (very big threat) 
· He grabs Hermes but then Hermes barfs and Apollo gets grossed out and lets him go 
· Hermes completely lies and tells Apollo – lets let Zeus decide who is telling the truth 
· Zeus acts as the judge to hear both stories – Hermes says “I cannot tell lies, I will tell the absolute truth” – then tells a huge lie about how Apollo is bullying him 
· Zeus knows whats going on but thinks its pretty hilarious so he tells Hermes to show them where the cows are – Hermes agrees and takes them there 
· Apollo is very shocked that a baby could do this – he tried to bind Hermes with vines but Hermes changes their form and makes them into a cage for the cattle 
· Hermes then takes the Lyre out and starts singing – Apollo is totally shocked and wants the Lyre for himself so makes a trade The lyre for the 50 cows that Hermes took. 
· Apollo and Hermes become very good friends  Hermes vows to never steal from Apollo again. Apollo gave Hermes many gifts of blessing along with trust and friendship but refused to give him Apollo’s gift of prophecy 
Dionysus: God of Wine (Bacchus, Liber) 
· Dissolver of Boundaries 
· Between mortals and gods, between humans and animals, between genders, between nationalities, between mortality and immortality, sanity and insanity, slavery and freedom, life and death. 
· He is symbolized by wild plants, vines, ivy grape, evergreen, thyrsus, vital juices (sap, blood wine, semen), wild animals  often seen with a Thyrsus which is a long stick topped with a Pine cones and wound with Ivy 
· Contrasts 
· Artemis who is the tamer of Wild animals—Dionysus Calms them 
· Apollo who leaves Delphi for 3 winter months – Dionysus resides there during that time 
· Demeter who is associated with agriculture – Dionysus over wild plants 
· Athena who represents a different force even though both were born of Zeus 
· Parallels Persephone who symbolizes the vegetative cycle, growth, death and rebirth 
· According to Orphic Tradition Zeus and Persephone gave birth to Dionysus during the Titanomachy—The titans rip the baby apart (Sparagmos) and eat him (omophagia) but Athena is able to intervene and secure his heart. Zeus swallows the heart and then impregnates Semele (therefore twice born). Zeus punishes the titans by incinerating them with his bolt and from the ashes came Humans (so they contain divine elements)  
Homeric Hymn to Dionysus 
· Hera was jealous that Zeus took Semele to be a lover so she came down to earth and disguised herself as an old mortal woman. She convinces Semele that her mysterious lover was actually an ogre disguised as a mortal and to ask Zeus to show her his true form when they next meet. 
· When Zeus comes down again Semele asks him for a favour and Zeus swears on the River Styx to do as she says. She asks him to show her his true for and he says no but she insists so he does  she is incinerated by his lighting bolt form and dies. 
· From the corpse Zeus saves the embryo and placed in into his thigh to give birth of Dionysus 
· In order to hide him from Hera, Hermes took baby Dionysus and brought him to his aunt Ino (Semele’s sister) 
· Ino disguised his as a girl in order to prevent Hera from seeking him out but Hera eventually found him 
· Hera drove King Athamas mad and forced him to hunt down and kill his eldest son Learchus (thinking he was a deer) 
· Hera then drove Ino mad and she commited suicide by drowning at sea with Melicertes (second son) 
· Zeus moved Dionysus to Mount Nysa with the Nymphs to hige from Hera 
· The Nymphs disguised him as a goat 
· Therefore even though he was born on main land he grew in foreign lands – changed back into a human and left Mount Nysa when he came of age 
Youth 
· Dionysus discovered wine = gift to humanity 
· He fell in love with Ampelus who was a young man that ended up being killed by an enraged bull. When his body was found Dionysus wept over the death and vine bearing grapes sprung from the young boys corpse (parallels Apollo and Daphne) 
· During his travels, Dionysus taught the art of making wine to Icarius (an old gardener who received him with kindness) – but when some of the shepherds overindulged in the wine they thought that Icarius poisoned them and so killed him 
· When Dionysus was vulnerable after the death of Ampelus so Hera seized the opportunity to drive him insane 
· Dionysus wandered through Egypt, Syria and Asia Minor as a crazy man 
· Finally, at the end of his travels, Dionysus was cured by initiation into the rites of Rhea/Cybele, the mother of all Olympians and the Phrygian mother-goddess 
· Dionysus then made his way back to Thebe (Greece) during which Zeus had decided to grant him immortality as an Olympian god and he punished many people for not believing in his divinity 






Punishments 
· Tyrrhenian Pirates 
· Dionysus had to cross a sea in order to return to Greece so he invaded pirates who thought they kidnapped a dark-haired youth they saw—little did they know that it was Dionysus in disguise 
· Dionysus let him-self be captured and then informed them of his divine status – all but one did not believe so he changed all of them (except the one) into dolphins – the remaining survivor Acoetes/Hecator became a Bacchant and followed Dionysus back to Greece 
· King Lycurgus, Of Thrace 
· King Lycurgus tried to foolishly imprison Dionysus – he drove the king insane and rendered his entire land barren and ordered him to be tied to 4 horses and sparagmos occurred (in another version he was made to kill his son Dyras before being eaten alive by wild horses)
· King Minyas 
· This King resisted worship of the newly arrived God. His daughters were inside the palace working on their looms when suddenly Ivy and Tendrils entwined the looms and serpents filled the baskets 
· Wine and Milk started to drip from the ceilings and the daughters turned mad  to make it stop they ripped apart their own children as offerings and took that to the Maenads (Sparagmos) 
More Facts 
· Followers His followers were called the Thiasos of Maenads (women = Maenads/Bacchants and Males= Satyrs) 
· Dionysus falls in love with a mortal princess of Crete (Ariadne) who is made immortal 
· Phallophoria 
· Dionysus wanted to bring his mother back so he went to the underworld where he met an old man who showed him the way in exchange for Dionysus sleeping with him afterwards—Once he Semele and returned the old man died so he “sat” on his Tomb 
· There was a festival where a man would sit on a giant Phallus and sing the Song of Phallophoria “Stand back, make plenty of room for the god! For the god, erect and at bursting-point wishes to pass through your midst 

Kingdom of Hades: The Underworld 
· Serves as the Eschatology (study of the final place) in early Greek – final home fore mortals and is devoid of light, joy, hope, and vitality with no escapes  therefore Life is Extremely Precious 
· The Mark of a Hero is to risk one’s life in battle 
· Rewards are Honour/Time´ and Glory/Kleos (outlive him in forms of song and monuments) 
· Children are another form of immortality  carrying on the family name 
Entrances
· Extreme and inaccessible regions of the world 
· The souls of the dead must cross over a river (many including Styx, Acheron) 
· Pay a fee to the Charon (ferry man) to cross the river 
· Hermes is the Psychopomp and delivers sould to Hades 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Cerberus is the many-headed dog that guards the gates of Hades 
Elysium and Tartarus 
· Very blessed souls are able to go to Elysium which is a beautiful place – usually for those related to the gods 
· Tartarus is even deeper than Hades and is where the worst sinners and monsters go 
Inhabitants of Tartarus 
· Tityus: son of Zeus who tried to rape Leto but was killed by her children. In Tartarus he is tied to the ground while 2 vultures devour this liver 
· Tantalus: son of Zeus who dined with the gods but stole their divine food. He then tried to feed his son Pelops to the gods. All the gods realized what he had done and did not eat – except for Demeter who was still in grief over Persephone and ate his shoulder by accident. The gods put Pelops back togethther and made him a new shoulder made of Ivory. Tantalus was punished in Tartarus by having food and water always out of his reach. 

· Sysyphus: son of Aeolus (minor god) who ties up Thanatos (death) so that no one could die. Ares releases Thanatos and sysyphus dies. He tells his wife not to make any funeral arrangements so when he gets down he tells Hades to let him go back up and tell his wife to make the funeral arrangments. Hades allows him to leave and he ends up staying and living for a much longer time. His punishment is to roll a rock repeatedly up a hill. 
· Ixion: in a marriage contract he promised the father of the bridge many gifts. He invites the father over and then throws him into a pit of fire (violation of hospitality). No god could purify him but out of pity Zeus performed the purification and invited him as a guest among the gods. Ixion then tries to rape Hera but Hera replaces herself with a cloud. The cloud gave birth to Kentauros (race of Centaurs – half human half animal). His punishment was him tied to a wheel (sometimes fiery) which rolls over the world as a warning to others to behave justly. 



