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Section One 
Please answer the following multiple choice questions. Please note that each question is worth 5 per cent of this exam: 

1) The slogan, “All the News That's Fit to Print” is found in: 
A: The BBC World Service’s code of ethics. 

B: “Unchained Reaction: The Collapse of Media Gatekeeping and The Clinton-Lewinsky Scandal,” by Bruce A. Williams and Michael X. Delli Carpini. 

C: The online edition of The New York Times. 

D: The new movie, “The Social Network.” 

E: None of the above. 

2) According to Williams and Delli Carpini, the social responsibility model is: 
A: A supermodel who takes on environmental causes and fights against poverty. 

B: Currently the dominant model of the news media and one that is being reinforced by citizen journalism. 

C: An environment divided between the elites of the news media and the masses. 

D: A highly influential theory developed to advance the interests of free-market economists. 

E: None of the above.  

3) The so-called Watergate scandal has been responsible for: 
A: A generation of TV reporters who care more about physical appearance than content. 

B: Promoting the careers of Bob Woolson and Carl Bernsteene. 

C: New media technologies like Twitter and WikiLeaks. 

D: A deterioration in the quality of op-ed pages in newspapers throughout the United States during the 1970s. 

E: A more aggressive news media and the growing popularity of investigative journalism during the 1970s and 1980s. 
4) According to Erik Klinenberg, convergence has led to: 
A: An undeniably more profitable print media. 

B: An overlap between various news media platforms. 

C: The success of satellite TV. 

D: A synergy between advertising and online chat rooms. 

E: All of the above. 
5) According to Peter L. M. Vasterman, news waves are characterized by: 
A: A disconnect between the proliferation of news reports stemming from a single event, and other vital topical issues that might go under-reported. 

B: Oscillating processes within journalistic printing, making coverage more an echo of previous coverage than a mirror of events. 

C: Self-deflating news media that are also questioning their methodologies and biases. 

D. More and more news reports that are bathetic in nature. 

E. Fewer and fewer news reports that dwell on the minutiae of sub-atomic particles.
6) Among the vaunted distinctions between citizen journalism and professional journalism are: 
A: Most legacy news sites are refusing to engage in or partner with citizen journalism projects. 

B: Either no editor or few editors come between the author and the reader. 

C: An extremely high number of citizen journalism projects involve hoaxes. 

D: An erosion of gate-keeping hierarchies. 

E: Both answers A and D. 

F: Both answers B and D. 

G: Both answers A and C. 
7) According to Eun-Gyoo Kim and James W. Hamilton, OhmyNews has become a highly influential example of citizen journalism because: 
A: It did not choose to challenge the established political structure of South Korea. 

B: It did not rely on a small group of trained journalists to select citizen contributions. 

C: It refuted the notion of Confucianism, arguing that the internet provides citizen contributors with anonymity. 

D: It welcomed contributions from a large network of unprofessional writers who report on their surroundings. 

E. Both answers C and D. 

F: None of the above. 
8) In her analysis of Wikileaks, Concordia University Professor Lisa Lynch notes three developments regarding the online whistle-blowing website: 
A: It went from being a free service, to charging readers to download its documents to seeking public donations. 

B: The organization has dealt mainly with three news organizations: Pravda in Russia, the Washington Times and The Independent in the UK. 

C: It released diplomatic cables to a small group highly influential newspapers, then to many news outlets around the world and then to bloggers. 
D: It released diplomatic cables to the alt-right news media, then to non-governmental organizations and then to online, alternative news media. 
E. Both B and C.

F. Both C and D.

G: None of the above. 

9) Twitter has become a popular microblogging service of 140-character “tweets” since it was launched in 2006. According to Alfred Hermida, what is one of the critical differences between Twitter and mainstream journalism? 
A: Twitter relies on advertising, or paid tweets, to support itself primarily, while mainstream journalism depends mostly on a subscription model. 

B: Mainstream journalists do not use Twitter. 

C: The discipline of verification in Twitter relies on a networked approach as opposed to the top-down methodology of mainstream journalism. 

D: Both answers A and B. 

E: Both answers A and C. 
10) Contemporary news media is in the midst of great revolutionary change that is leading to: 
A: More news sources available to most people than at any other time in history. 

B: Increasing participation from the public. 

C: A blurring of the line between what could be considered legitimate news and gossip, rumour and trivialities. 

D: A conventional news media that is constantly being challenged. 

E: All of the above. 

F: None of the above. 
Section Two 
Please answer the following two essay questions. IMPORTANT: You must submit a computer-printed copy of the answers, with your full name and student ID at the top of the first page. Please note that the essay answers must contain the following: a clear introduction (with a thesis statement), three to four explanatory paragraphs, and a clear conclusion. Each question is worth 25 per cent of the exam. Each answer can run up to 300 words. 
Question 1: 
News waves are a daily aspect of complex modern society. Please explain the impact of YouTube, Twitter, blogs and other internet innovations on news waves, citing detailed examples. Finally, argue whether such innovations have been a positive, negative or neutral force on news waves. 
Question 2: 
Citizen journalism, in all its myriad forms, has been hailed by some observers as a much needed tonic for conventional news media. But others have called it a bust. Please take a stand on this issue, either arguing for or against citizen journalism, citing strong examples to buttress your case. 

IMPORTANT!!!! Please return this exam, along with your essay answers, computer-printed, on Monday, February 27. You must write your full name and student ID at the top of the pages containing your essay answers.
