AFRICA WAS DYNAMIC AND BRIGHT, NOT DARK
Development in Ancient and Medieval Africa
Today’s lecture is about why Africa was dynamic and bright, not dark being the cradle of the civilization we enjoy today. We consider Development in Ancient and Medieval Africa.
1. We have seen that the ancestors of the human race developed from hominids or primitive humans in Africa with dental features of humans rather than those of apes such as fangs. In the caves of homo habilis and homo erectus were found evidence of charcoals and organizational ability. Homo erectus developed hand axe technology before spreading from Africa to Asia and Europe where it further developed into Neanderthal.  In Africa, it developed into archaic homo sapiens similar to Neanderthal and thence to fully grown homo sapiens or homo sapiens idaltu or Cro-Magnons – modern man - about 150,000 years ago. Cro-Magnons spread throughout the continents from Africa and replaced the Neanderthals. 
2.  Europeans, Asians, and Amerindians still carry the Neanderthal genome suggesting intermarriages between the Cro-Magnons from Africa with the Neanderthals of Europe and Asia. Skin colour reflects the different amounts of melanin and keratin according to their relative distance away from the direct sunshine of the tropics in attempt to regulate the skin’s intake of sun rays. Other physical characteristics relate to climate, the environment, and diet.
3. Cave paintings within the past 30000 years suggest that the immediate ancestors of neolithic Africans who lived 10000 years ago, valued mutual aid, cooperation and respect for human life. In further development, some species of plants and animals were domesticated to make life easier and the establishment of permanent homes and villages
4. By 6200 BC permanent settlement along the Nile Valley from the Rift Valley and the expanding Sahara regions cultivating grains and breeding domesticated livestock. Populations and food production multiplied. Politics and religious beliefs cropped in. By 4000 surpluses of food could be used to pay tribute or tax to rulers that emerged there. By 3,500 BC the two large confederate  kingdoms of Upper and Lower Egypt had emerged. Thus, the ancient Egyptians were Africans who migrated northward and Eastward from the African hinterland.
5. Creationists do not accept the evolution theories at all and they might be right or wrong.  They derive their story from sacred books such as the Bible and the Koran. For them homo sapiens was created by the creator of the universe and all that is in it. After the expulsion from the garden of Eden, God assigned some angels called Watchers to teach and help mankind. However, some of these watchers became sexually attracted to the beautiful ladies.  They transformed themselves into human beings of the giant type towering beyond 7ft called Cro-magnons, raped and had children with women and produced the nephilim also called neanderthals who were very muscular and very strong. Once they mated with our women, the Watchers could no longer become angels, got stuck in their human Cro-magnon bodies and lived with humans. However, Watchers so lorded it over men that men regarded them as gods.  Moreover, because the Watchers were not designed primarily as human beings, their genes were defective.  Furthermore, because they were rebellious angels, the children they produced with our women became rebellious and uncontrollable.  They wickedly lorded it over men, killed men and killed themselves for unlike their fathers, they were very blood thirsty cannibals. When they died, their spirits became demons and devils. The Watchers were disappointed with their own children and joined men to destroy the Nephilim. The Watchers also produced ladies with our women.  When these ladies died their spirits became the lesser gods such as Aphrodite of the Greeks. Because of the blood thirsty behavior of the nephilim, God decided to destroy the world with flood which occurred during the time of Noah.  The nephilim or Neanderthals were largely destroyed during the flood but some few managed to survive because of gene transfer. One of such was Goliath of the Bible.
6. Because some skulls and skeletons of giants of old have been discovered with cranium capacities about one and half times that of humans and towering 7ft and above and in the same caves as ordinary men, the creationists feel vindicated. Their stories are available on Youtube. 
7. I prefer the findings of the MtDNA and the human genome project over and above those of the creationists and evolutionists.
8. Let us now proceed with the ancient civilizations of Africa as summarized below from the assigned readings.











The Kingdoms of Egypt, KMT
	Kingdom
	Date
	Rulers
	Characteristics/Achievements

	Old Kingdom
	3200-2180 BCE
	1.Identified by the gods Horus (in Life) Osiris (in death). Royal Matrilineage traced to Isis the Sister-Wife of Osiris and mother of Horus. 2.Belief that a single Pharaoh could best mediate between Egyptians and Re the creator symbolized by the sun. 3. The energy from the sun is Horus. Thus, Pharaos regarded as gods. 4. Pharaoh Zoser. 5. Khufu
	1.Maintain Maat (order) by balancing the forces of order and chaos. Order was symbolized by the fertile black soil of the Nile Valley and chaos by the red arid desert. 2. Step pyramid designed Imhotep c.2600 BCE, for Pharaoh Zoser. Imhotep gifted in astronomy, medicine, mathematics and philosophy. “Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we shall die.” 3. Great Pyramid at Giza, 481ft high and 755feet on each side for Khufu c.2500 BCE

	First Intermediate Period
	2180-208 BCE
	Fragmented authority
	Central authority fell

	Middle Kingdom
	2080-1640 BCE
	No longer divine
	1.Commerce and construction revived, 2.first secular literature circulated, 3.military expeditions against foreign nations such as Kush. 4.After 400 year, conquered by Hyskos using horse-drawn chariots.

	Second Intermediate Period
	1640-1570 BCE
	Fragmented authority
	Central authority fell

	New Kingdom
	1570-1090 BCE
	1.Queen Hatshepsut said to be descendant of Isis and most successful female Pharaoh c.1500 BCE. 2. Pharaoh Amenhotep IV who changed his name to Akhenaten c.1375 BCE and father of monotheism huband of Nefertiti.3. Tutankhamon 1345 BCE. 4. Ramses I to Ramses XII c.1100 BCE
	1.United Ancient Egypt 2. Conquered Kush, Libya, Palestine etc. to establish the earliest multinational empire.3. Religious temples at Karnark and Luxor. Elaborate passage ways, chambers of tombs at the Valley of the Kings.2. Expanded commerce. Construction, commerce and communication reached fruition under Ramses II or Ramses the great c. 1290-1220 BCE. After 1100 BCE, the New Kingdom began to fragment

	Libyans
	c.950 BCE
	Shoshenk
	

	Kushites
	c.750 BCE
	Piansky
	

	Assyrians
	c. 660 BCE
	Sennacherib
	

	Babylonians
	c.525 BCE
	Nebuchadnezzar
	

	Persians
	c.525-332 BCE
	Cyrus
	

	Greek Province
	c.330 BCE
	Alexander the Great
	Control of Lower Egypt. Established Alexandria as center of world commerce

	
	
	Ptolemy (I-XII)
	Three centuries ruled Alexandria

	
	
	Queen Cleopatras (I-VII)
	Cleopatra IV suicide

	Roman Province
	c. 30 BCE 
	1.Octavian or Augustus 2.Constantine c.313. Theodosius I c. 379-595
	1.Constantine declared official tolerance towards all religions, convened the first Ecumecial Christian Council at Nicea (325), moved imperial capital from Rome to Byzantium which he renamed Constantinople (330). 2.Theodosius made Christianity the official religion of the Roman Empire. He and successive rulers of the Eastern Roman Empire persecuted Christian heretics, destroyed ancient temples and burned valuble manuscripts of Egyptian pagan past.


Other Ancient African Civilizations
	Kingdom
	Date
	Rulers
	Characteristics/Achievements

	Kush-Meroe
	c.2000 BCE - 350
	
	Extensive iron works. Fall of Meroe c350

	Niger River Civilizations
	c.500 BCE - 200
	
	Terracotta sculptures from Nok and Jenne. Trade routes routes to Mauritania and Carthage

	Carthage
	c.600-150 BCE
	Hannibal
	War with Rome c.218-202 BCE

	Punt
	c.1500 BCE
	Queen of Punt
	International commerce

	Sheba
	c. 950 BCE
	Queen of Sheba or Makeda
	Famous in Bible with Solomon

	Ethiopian Axum
	c. 200 BCE-700
	
	King Azana c.350 proclaimed Coptic Christianity as the official religion of Axum, lasted 1600 years c.350-1975 in Ethiopia.



Medieval Africa
Medieval African leaders continued to balance local and regional autonomy in attempts to confederate or consolidate into large kingdoms and empires for the purposes of commerce or defence. Historical Age of Islam c. 640-1600 became a catalyst for political development. Promoted Jihad against non-believers or against corrupt Muslim rulers.
Medieval Kingdoms
	HORN
	OF
	AFRICA
	

	Kingdom
	Date
	Rulers
	Characteristics/Achievements

	Zagwe Empire of Ethiopia
	c.1150
	Zagwe Dynasty
King of Kings
	Taken over by new Dynasty of Abyssynian rulers c.1270

	Abyssynnia
	c.1270
	1.Makeda, Queen of Sheba alias Candace 2. Amda Syon 3. Zara Yacob 4. Empress Helena 
	1.Claimed Solomonic descent. 2.Coptic Christians3. Geneological Kebra Nagast 4. Beginning with Amda Syon c.1314-1334 waged war against Muslim neighbours along the Red Sea.  5.King Zara Yacob c. 1434-1464 conquered coastal low lands and extended rule over Ethiopian Highlands. 6. During the lat years of Empress Helena, Ahmed Gran acquired muskets from Turkish Ottoman Muslims and declared war which went on for 20 years. By c.1542 Abysynnia musketeers from Portugal defeated and killed Gran.  By 1608 Portuguese left because of doctrinal differences. By 1700, autonomus kings broke away.

	NORTH
	AFRICA
	
	

	Kingdom
	Date
	Rulers
	Characteristics/Achievements

	1.Fatimid Dynasty, Egypt 
2. Mamluk Dynasty
	c.969

c.1171-1517
	

Saladin
	1.Magreb Muslims conquered Egypt to found dynasty. 2. Established Al Azhar, the western world’s first modern university in Cairo 3. Threatened by Crusaders but Mamluks led by Saladin defeated Crusaders and established Mamluk dynasty

	Almoravids or Al Murabintin , Mauritania and Magreb
	c.1090-1150
	
	Established Islamic empire in the Magreb

	Almohads
	c.1150-1250
	
	1.Unified the Magreb
2.Empire fragmented c. 1200s

	Ottoman Empire
	c.1517
	
	Turkish Muslim musketeers defeated Mamluk dynasty in Egypt and ruled Magreb except Morrocco.

	Morrocco
	c. 1578
	1.Sa’idi Clan 2. Al Mansur c.1578-1603
	1.Repelled Portuguese invasion. 2. Al Mansur sent army southward to conquer Songhay and control commerce.

	WESTERN
	SUDAN
	WEST
	AFRICA

	Kingdom
	Date
	Rulers
	Characteristics/Achievements

	Ghana
	By c.700 -1076
	1. Mari Jata succeeded by his nephew.
	1.First largest pagan empire in western Sudan. Sonike people. Political Capital, Kumbi; Commercial Capital, Saleh 
2.Defeated by Almoravid  jihad purifiers in 1076.

	Mali
	c. 1230-1430
	1. Sundiata –Founding Hero c.1235-1255; born without the use of his legs but miraculously began to walk at age 7.
2. Sakura
3. Abubakar I.  4.Abubakar II 
5. Mansa Musa c. 1312-1337.
6.Mansa Sulleyman c.1341-1360
	[bookmark: _GoBack]1.Mande-speaking (Malinke). 2.Grew to more than twice the size of Ghana. 3. Kings called mansas. 4. Sundiata defeated the evil Soso King Sumanguru in 1235.
5.Commander Sakura seized power after Sundiata’s death, but returned power later to Sundiata’s decendants  6. Abubakar II  and trans-Atlantic voyage c. 1300 two centuries before Columbus.
7.Mansa Musa pilgrimage to Mecca c.1324-1325. Became Islamic Caliph of West Africa. 8. New sources of gold from Akan country. 9.Jenne and Timbuktu became commercial and learning centres. 10. c.1430 Timbultu tribute refusalled to disintegration

	Songhay
	c. 1464-1591
	1. Sunni Ali c. 1464-1492. Very stern.
2.Askia (general)  Muhammad Toure c.1493-1528, a Sonike by birth. Also known as Askia the Great.
	1. Used large war canoes and war calvary to support army. 2.Traded rocksalt for gold 2. Haj to Mecca c. 1496. 3.waged war against non-Muslims to expand empire as Caliph of West Africa. 4. Leo Africanus, a papal emissary wrote about Timbuktu as city of learned men and professionals. 5.Askia introduced advancement by merit. 6. Government with Ministries. 7. Askia became blind and was deposed in 1528. 7. Songhay trans-Saharan trade declined because of the New Atlantic trade. 8. Political crisis in the 1580s.  9.Decisively dfeated by Morrocco at the battle of Tondibi in 1591.

	WEST AFRICA 
	
	CENTRAL
	SUDAN

	Kingdom
	Date
	Rulers
	Characteristics/Achievements

	Hausa City States including Gobir, Katsina, Kano
	
	
	1.Gobir and Katsina as northern trading cenres 2. Kano for dyed cotton fabrics and  leather goods for export. 3.

	Kanem

Kanem-Bornu
	c. 900
	1, Sefawa Dynasty. 2.Mai Dunama Dibbalemi c. 1220-1248, contemporary of Mali’s Sundiata
3. Mai Idris Alooma c. 1580-1617. 4.
	1.Kanuri horsemen
2. Mai Dunama Dibbalemi declared Islam as basis of imperial authority. 3. Controlled shortest trade route from Lake Chadto Tripoli. 4. Local rebellions compelled movement to Bornu. Regained Kanem and became Kanem-Bornu. 5. Mai alooma imported Turkish muskets; defeated Hausa city states and conquered much of the Fezzan region of Libya; established close relations with Ottoman rulers of Tripoli in Libya. 6. In the 1570s local Saharan leaders refused to pay tribute and empire began to fragment.

	RAIN
	FOREST
	REGION
	WEST/CENTRAL AFRICA

	Kingdom
	Date
	Rulers
	Characteristics/Achievements

	Yoruba State of Ife
	
	Mysical descendants of Odudua
	1.Bronze heads

	Yoruba Empire of Oyo
	c.1500s, c.1550-1880
	
	

	Benin Kingdom
	c. 1220-1440
	Ruled by Obas
	

	Benin Empire
	c.1440-1480
	Oba Ewuare
	Conquers 201 towns and villages by 1473. 2. Because of Portuguese slave trade coastal people rebelled and empire fell.

	Kongo Kingdom
	c.1506-1543
	King Alfonso I
	1.Protested against slave trade to bother King Alfonso in Portugal 2. By 1520s Portuguese ships had begun transporting slaves despite protest. 3. Because of Portuguese slave trade coastal people rebelled and empire fell.

	Mbundu Kingdom
	c. 1570s
	1.Kings or Ngolas
Warrior Queen Nzinga c. 1624-1663
	1.Prolonged Resistant wars against Portuguese

	Luba, Lunda, Kasanje Kingdoms
	c. 1300s to 1600
	1.Decendants of heroic Ilunga, hunter and magician
	1.Late 1500s, Lunda leaders moved eastward to frontiers of Mbundu territory to establish the military kingdom of Kasanje

	
	
	
	

	SOUTH
	OF
	CENTRAL
	

	Kingdom
	Date
	Rulers
	Characteristics/Achievements

	Shona Kingdom of Zimbabwe
	c.1000
Flourished c.1250-1450
	
	1.Produced gold for international trade.
2.Imported luxury items s far as China.
3.Great stone structures.
4.During 1400s tribute paying stopped and kingdom fell.

	Mutapa Empire
	c.1480-1680
	Mwene mutapas
	1.Wistood Portugese attacks in 1570s
2.Conquered and absorbed  by Rowzi dynasty in 1680s

	EAST
	AFRICA
	
	

	Kingdom
	Date
	Rulers
	Characteristics/Achievements

	Bantu speaking kingdoms near Great Lakes Region
	c. 1450-1650
	
	Banana and plantain provided regular food in the interlacustrine regions 2. Owners of cattle rented their use.

	Swahili City States of Islamic culture
	c. 1000-1500
	
	Fortunes paralleled the rise and fall of commerce.2. Indian Ocean coasts known in ancient times as Azania. 3. In medieval times as Land of the Zanj 4. Swahili Muslims of the Shirazi clan first established a base in Mogadishu and from there established outposts at Mombasa, Zanzibar, Kilwa, Mozambique and Sofala. 5. Kilwa emerged as the wealthiest c. 1200-5000. 3. Splendid coral rock residences.
5.After Vasco da Gama Ocean voyage of 1498, he and Portuguese warships and pirates came to bombard, loot and destroy the Swahili city states. 6. Portuguese returned later to build fortresses at Mozambique and Mombasa.

	Maravi Kingdoms
	c.1400s
c. 1600-1650
	Kalongas
	1.Ivory, gold and copper. 2. Military empire c.1600-1650

	Bunyuro and Buganda
	1500s
	Bito Clan
	

	Rwanda/ Burundi
	
	Tutsi Mwami clan
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