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Uses and Abuses of Crime Statistics 
	• The Enlightenment and Science 
		○ Things only become a target of the government when they are visible
		○ Technology increases - desire to govern more increases, past ways seem simple 
		○ Science was always limited at the technology available  
	• Reflexive Science 
		○ Are we actually measuring the thing that we desire? Is that measurement accurate?
		○ Always critique that which people say they are measuring  
	• Theory and Policy require statistics about the decisions of those who break the law; about the decisions of those who maintain it; and about what people think of all of it 
		○ Criminologists get into peoples' minds to see why people do the things they do 

The Basic Principles of Measurement 
	• Reliability: consistency of result over time - same result over and over
	• Validity: the extent to which a tool or instrument actually measures the concept a researcher claims to be interested in
	• Crime rate = amount of crime / population size x 100,000 = standard rate by 100,000
		○ How many crimes occur per 100,000 people

Official Crime Stats 
	• Administrative records can be compiled to for statistics 
		○ You must first decide upon you data elements, your levels of aggregation and your counting procedures 
	• Canadian Criminal Justice Statistics - complied by the Canadian Center for Justice Statics 
		○ Provide good national data on criminal justice inputs such as resources and expenditures weaker data with respect to output such as incidents, arrests, charges, convictions and dispositions 

Canadian Uniform Crime Reports 
	• Common crime classifications across Canada render national aggregation feasible - but how are we grouping crimes?
	• Seriousness rule: only the most serious crime is reported in an incident involving multiple crimes 
		○ Result: over estimating the number of serious crimes occurring - crime rate increases 
	• A good picture of what the criminal justice system is doing some indication of the overall crime rates - these numbers give us no indication of the dark figure of crime 
		○ Dark figure = unreported crime

How to determine Unreported Crimes 
	• Victimization Surveys 
		○ Give us a view into how many people are affected by unreported crimes 
		○ Reporting problems: stigma, lack of awareness mistrust of state authorities 
	• Self-report Surveys
		○ Give us a window into victimless forms of crime 
		○ Reporting problems: reluctance to self-report on serious forms of deviance 
			§ More serious the crime the less likely the victim is to report it 
			§ Some admit to crimes that they have not committed 
		○ Not totally valid

Crime in Canada 
	•  Gross counts of crime have increased massively over the course of the last half-century - but overall rates have been declining for violent crimes (especially) and also property crimes since 1992
	• Prison rate have increased 
	• Crime rates are dropping drastically in Canada 
	• Crime in the virtual realm is increasing 
		○ Identity theft, Fraud 
		○ Value of things is decreasing - harder to steal 
	• Most crimes are being committed by males b/w the ages of 16-24 
		○ Our population consists of mostly old people - less people who commit crimes 
	• Violent crimes have consistently been a small proportion of total crimes: about 13% as opposed to the more frequent property crimes at 50% of the total crimes 
	• Fear of crime is massively disproportionate to the risk of victimization 
		○ Young unemployed males who go out a lot are most likely to be victimized 
		○ Elderly least likely to be victimized, yet most scared 
	• Victimology: young unemployed males who go out a lot are the most likely to be victimized 
	• The media 
		○ Click bait 
	• Trends in governance and privatization: crime is big business and it pays for people to be frightened 
		○ Neo liberal era
