Outline 6: The Trojan War and the End of the Palaces
Monday, January 25, 2017

Reading: C/F 52-57

Η η (eta) is for Helen, also stands for Hekaton (100)

Mythical cause of a mythical war
Wedding of Peleus & Thetis
· Last time the gods and humans interacted on Earth 
· Zeus puts them together after trying to fuck her first, but backing off when told that the child will be stronger than him and will replace him 
· Eris the goddess of discord, was a uninvited guest and put the “to the fairest” gold apple in the wedding presents 
· Judgement of Paris: 
· Paris, the prince of Troy and super handsome guy, was chosen to make this decision
· Had to choose from Hera, Athena, and Aphrodite, each of them offering him something
· Aphrodite promises for the most beautiful woman to fall in love with him, so he chooses her 
Helen
· Most beautiful woman 
· Daughter of Leda (Queen of Sparta) and Swan Zeus 
· Married to Menelaus (brother of Agamemnon)
· Aphrodite makes her fall in love with Paris 
· While Menelaus is gone, her and Paris run away to Troy, and Menelaus called on her former suitors who promised to help her 

Trojan War
· Lasts 10 years
· Agamemnon & Hellenes vs Priam (King of Troy) & Allies
· Gods also chose sides (Aphrodite – Trojan, Athena & Hera – Hellenes)
· Agamemnon’s sacrifice
· For the Greeks to travel to Troy, they have to make a sacrifice to Poseidon 
· This sacrifice is Agamemnon’s daughter (his wife kills him for this later)

Achilles, son of Peleus & Thetis
· The hero of the Trojan War 
· Thetis (human mother) tries to make him immortal by dunking him in the River of Hades as a baby, however the heel she holds doesn’t go in so it’s his weakness
· He’s raised by Chiron the centaur 

Epic Cycle of the Trojan War
· Told in 8 poems 
· Only 2 survived: 1. Cypria – The Judgement of Paris (Poem 1), 2. Homer’s Illiad and Odyssey (Poem 2 and 7)

Homer
· Homeric question
· Who was he? Some believe he was a woman or that it was actually two or three authors under one name 
· No one know when or where he lived
· He’s traditionally thought to be blind 
· He wrote around 750-550 BCE
· May not have even existed
· Homer’s influence
· Values & Ethics that were part of Greek culture
· Education
· Competitions
· Ancient and Modern Literature 

Iliad: the Wrath of Achilles
· 10th year of the Trojan War 
· Achilles is made because he wants more reward (treasure) for his fighting and refuses to fight 
· His best friend fights, using Achilles armor and is killed 
· In his wrath, Achilles kills Hector son of Priam
· Illiad ends after Achilles drags the body around and Priam comes to collect it for burial 
· Doesn’t cover: Death of Achilles, Wooden horse, Defeat of Troy 
 
Odyssey: quest of Odysseus
· Odysseus & the Trojan horse (C/F p. 53)
· Covers the guest home to Ithaka after the end of the Trojan War 
· On the way home, Odysseus is blown of course to the West 
· He’s gone for 10 years, 7 of which he’s captured by a witch 
· Polyphemos, the Cyclops (C/F p. 54)
· Different from other Cyclopes of the time 
· Cave Dweller, uncivilized, cannibal 
· Son of Poseidon – when Odysseus stabs and burns Polyphemos’ eye, Poseidon is pissed 
· Theme of triumph of civilized Greeks over uncivilized 
· Odysseus escaped by hanging under sheep off their bellies 

The Search for the Trojan War
· Calvert: Wanted to excavate in Turkey where he believed Hisarlik was, but was denied 
· Schliemann
· Agreed Calvert was right about Troy
· Took over the excavation, not very scientifically just kinda plowing through 
· City he found had 9 levels of habitation (destruction and rebuilding) 
· There was doubt if it was Troy until recently 
 
· Mycenaean Elements in Homer 
· Sites of palaces we know existed
· Architecture: megarons 
· Armour Described (Bronze) 
· Inhumation
· These are only known through oral tradition 
· Non-Mycenaean Elements 
· Use of iron 
· Cremation 
What we have is a blend of oral stories from Late Bronze Age with later customs 

What really caused the Trojan War?
· Competition in the textile trade? 
· Control of the Hellespont
· Ocean passage to the Black Sea and on the far side where much gold came from. 
· It’s also a fish migration route too 
· Named after Helle: her and her twin brother fled from their home Iolkos because of their wicked uncle. Were on a flying sheep when she fell into the ocean at this spot.
· The sheep later became the golden fleece

Troy & downfall of Mycenaeans
· Sea Peoples (C/F p. 56)
· These people invaded Egypt at the same time and lost 
· In Greece these people were called Herakleidai/Dorians 
· All these invasions disrupted the trade routes, bringing them economic destruction 
· Palaces were than destroyed because of earthquakes 
· Warrior Vase (C/F p. 45)
· Depicted these Sea Peoples which were dressed different than the Hellenes 
	
Images: Trojan horse (C/F p. 53), Polyphemos, the Cyclops (C/F p. 54), Sea Peoples (C/F p. 56), Warrior Vase (C/F p. 45)


Words to Remember
[bookmark: _GoBack]People: Polyphemos, Helen, Achilles, Thetis, Peleus, Chiron, Leda, Eris, Aphrodite, Hera, Athena, Agamemnon, Priam, Hector, Odysseus, Homer, Polyphemos, Calvert, Schliemann, Sea Peoples
Places: Troy (Ilion/Ilium/Hisarlik),  Ithaka, Hellespont
Terms: Iliad, Odyssey, epic cycle, Trojan War
Map: Troy (Ilion/Ilium/Hisarlik),  Ithaka, Hellespont

Think About It!

1. What was the mythical cause of the Trojan War?
2. What were likely the actual causes of the Trojan War?
3. Name the 2 epic poems attributed to Homer.
4. Explain the myth behind the modern term ‘Achilles heel’?
5. Odysseus was noted for his cleverness. What is one example?
6. Give an example of a modern ‘Trojan horse’.
7. When did Odysseus return? See http://www.livescience.com/7513-date-determined-eclipse-homer-odyssey.html

Fun Stuff
How true is the story of Helen and the Trojan War? 

Bettany Hughes explores the evidence which includes visits to Mycenae, Sparta, Troy, reproduction battle chariots in use and recreation of a burial in a tholos tomb.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4T3Itt8mgs (1 hr 44 min)

For a fun review:
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiQ4j-D5o4o


