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Meaning of the word "mythos"

· Earliest evidence found in the Iliad.
· Story as a part of a public speech-very important at the time.
· Plato was the 1st to distinguish the differences in the ideas of logos and mythos.
· Logos is a true story (fact)
· Mythos is a false story (sometimes with connections to reality)
· Aristotle referred mythos as the plot of a story (narrative structure).
· Modern definition: an untrue story or traditional story.
· Acceptable definition: a socially powerful traditional story about the divine and heroic deeds.
 

Characters

· Plot
· Characters: supernatural, related to eachother.
· Settings: specific place.
· Traditional
· Oral performance
· Anonymous
· Unknown creators
· Different versions
· Subject to change.
 

Types

· Divine Myth or True Myth
· Characters are mostly divine beings
· Settings are usually beyond human chronology and unapproachable places. SIG=> to explain aspects of natural/social environment.
· Example: the abduction of Persephone by Hades. Nothing grows because the fertility of the earth is lost. When she returns, the earth blooms. This explains the concept of birth and rebirth.
· Explains analogous to science, etiology (explanation and origin of things)/aetiology (cause)
· Legends or Sagas
· Characters are heroes: noble humans of high status.
· Settings: usually identifiable places
· SIG=> describes and justifies. Analogous to history. Political significance.
· Example: the Trojan war
· Folktales
· Characters are ordinary humans, animals, and imaginary beings.
· Setting: "once upon a time…"
· SIG=> to entertain
· Example: in the Odyssey there is the witch that turns people into animals
 

Common Elements in Greek Myths

· Motif 1: Compelled to seek an object/ and overcome a terrifying enemy / monster 
· Example: Perseus seeks the head of Medusa
· Motif 2: To overcome the monster, he needs the assistance of divine beings, magical weapons or devices
· Example: Perseus was assisted by the goddess Athena, Hermes, and the Nymphs. They have him a cap of invisibility, winged sandals, and a pouch (nymphs). Athena gives him a shield to reflect other images. Hermes gives a sickle. 
· Motif 3: The hero overcomes the enemy and escapes taking the object with him
· Example: Perseus decapitates Medusa in her sleep.
· Motif 4: During his quest, the hero is involved with a woman who may marry at the end
· Example: Perseus saves Princess Andromeda and they marry.
 

Origins of Greek Myths

· Most heroic myths were shaped during the Late Bronze Age (Mycenaean)
· Many myths may indicate a much earlier date and different geographical origin.
1. Pelasgian (Pre Hellenic)

2. Minoan (Non Greek, Island of Crete)

3. Indo-European

4. Eastern

 

Primary Sources of Greek Mythology

1. Written

2. Visual

· The Epic Poetry: lengthy, narrative poems about the deeds of gods and heroes.
	Homer (750 BC)
	Hesoid (700 BC)

	Iliad
	Theogony

	Odyssey
	Works and Days


· Homeric Hymns: collection of 33 poems dedicated to individual gods and goddesses. Birth and deeds of the gods.
· These poems were performed at public events such as festivals or a kings courts.
· Poets accompanied with musical instruments.
· Tragic Poets: myths and dramatic performances (5th Century)
· Aeschylus
· Sophocles
· Euripides
· Myths: source for a dramatic plot
· Dramatic performance: to express political and philosophical views to the audience.
· Apollodorus (2nd Century AD): created the Bibliotheca- a compilation of all known Greek myths.
· Roman Poet Ovid:  created Metamorphoses (transformations). 200 myths involving the motif of transformation.
 

Visual

· Pottery survives
1. Black figure (black on red)

2. Red figure (red on black)

· Artists use the simultaneous method- the narrative character.
· Other sources: sculptures, coins, rings, etc.
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Context for Myth-telling

· The symposium: means the drinking the party with entertainment. 
· Market place: called the Agora
· Enactment of myths in festivals: festivals always had relation with religion and they honoured  a specific god.
· The Eleusian Mysteries: Demeter and Persephone.  Festival of fertility and to honour the goddess, spiritual element. Deals with the afterlife- how people can die and not be afraid of death.
· Dionysus: god of wine, fertility spirit, and deals with the instincts of humans. 
· In performance
· Choral Lyric Poetry: especially praise songs for victorious athletes (Pindar)
· Dramatic performances: tragedies, comedies, satyr. Most tragedies deal with myths. Comedies are mostly based on real life situations or political events. 
*myths are used as performance pieces.

 

Myth and Religion

· Religion: beliefs and ways of worshiping a divine being or power.
· All religions have myths which are stories and they also have rituals- acts of worship to invoke the power of the divinity and achieve communication.
·  Myths and rituals act as bonds for the community.
 

Concepts/beliefs/motifs of Greek myths

· Fertility: the power of Earth, the cycle of life (three different stages: birth, death, and rebirth).
· Celebration of the four stages in life: birth, initiation of the young men or women (becoming of age), marriage, death. *also deal with rituals involved in those stages.
· Influence of the spirit of the dead.
· Taboos
· Prophesies: the put a lot of importance and dependence on the oracles because they want to hear the words of the gods.
· Hubris: arrogance, self importance, and punishment that the mortals get because of their attitudes.
· Connection between creation, creativity, and cunningness.
· Quest of a Hero (previous lecture)
· Transformations (previous lecture): either punishment or a gift for humans or transformations of the gods.
 

The Epic poetry

· Lengthy, narrative poems, composed orally in dactylic hexameter ( counting the length of the syllabus)
· Recited by professional bards to the accompaniment of a musical instrument. 
· At public events
 

The Art and Style of an Epic Bard

· The bard composed directly in front of his audience; an improvisation.
· He had in his disposal raw material:
· Incidents
· Formulas- easy to have and fit them in the meter.*repetitions.
· Uses similes ( see Lattimore p. 37-39)
 

The Iliad

· About 40-50 days of the 10th year of the Trojan War, in front of the city of Troy.
· Begins with the wrath of Achilles.
 

The Odyssey

· 10 years of the wanderings of Odysseus around the Mediterranean until he reached his home in Ithaca and reclaimed his throne.
The Epic Cycle:

· Iliad and Odyssey are part of the Epic Cycle concerning the Trojan war.
· Other epic poems about the Trojan War- only in fragments or in summaries.
· See Lattimore p.26
 

Who was Homer?

· No certain information apart from his name: homeros= hostage.
· Blind? 
· The Homeric question
· Questions on his identity
· On the authorship of the poems
· On their composition 
· On their historicity.
· Most prevailing views:
· The poems were composed orally around 750 BC and were probably written down shortly after. First written evidence 6th Century BC.
· Their language was not spoken but was a combination of several Greek dialects from different times.
· The composer(s) were probably from the West coast of the Asia Minor (Smyrna?) or one of the islands of Chios.
*Be familiar with the maps.
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The Historicity of the poems

· The poems were composed 400 years after the last phase of the Bronze Age (traditional date of the Trojan war 1184 BC)
· They include cultural elements from the end of the Mycenaean period, the Dark Ages, and the Iron Age (when Homer lived).
*Cremations was prominent in the iron age but excavations have shown that burials were most likely more accurate at the time.

· The poems cannot be used as an accurate historical source for a specific period.
 

Heinrich Schliemann

· The first to excavate the city of Troy and Mycenae.
· Very criticized by the way he excavated and did not follow the proper rules (goes through many layers and destroys the evidence.)
· Found 9 layers of cities. City 7 was identified as Troy.
· Troy occupied a highly strategic position: area of lots of wheat and metals. Can become quite rich for trade and if imposed taxes.
 

The Historicity of Troy

· More recent excavations have revealed a well fortified and wealthy city- evidence of strong well-built walls.
· Evidence was burned and destroyed by unidentified aggressors or/ and earthquakes. *we don't know if it was the Greeks who destroyed the city.
· Troy most likely belonged to the Hittite empire. People spoke different languages (Levian).
 

The significance of Homer for the Ancient Greeks

· The authority of the earliest history
· He played a decisive role in the creation of their pantheon (established stereotypes for the characters of the gods.)
· Some believed that he has educated the Greeks.
· The greatest, most beloved, widely quoted poet.
· A symbol of their nationhood.
 

Ancient ways of viewing myths

· Did Greeks believe in their myths? There is no certain answer. They were very religious people.
· Development of critical thinking: philosophers and historians. Philosophers tried to remove the divine involvement in the causes of things. First scientific introduction.
· First evidence of a thinker- Xenophanes (500 BC) rejected the anthropomorphism of gods (how they have the shape of humans). Rejected the immorality of their "divine" actions.
· Allegory: to find the hidden meaning of something.
· The physical allegory:  Zeus< zein < zoe: the life giving element.
*try to explain natural phenomenon

· The historical allegory: the rationalism of Palaiphatos and Euhemerus (euhemerism). 
· Plato against Homer in "Republic": he accuses Homer of corrupting the youth with stories about the gods. He questions the educational value of myths (Buxton p. 41). Did not want them being taught in schools.
· Plato, however, creates his own myths (myths of Atlantis)
· Theory concerning the Atlantis and the Aegean island of Thera. Volcanic eruptions destroyed the island along with tsunami. The island used to be round but looking at recent pictures it has lost its shape.
 

Roman and Greek myths

· Dominant influence of Greek myths
· Adaptations of myths, divine and heroic characters. Equivalences of Gods (Zeus= Jupiter)
· Such equivalences were made by the Romans from an early date as a way of establishing connections between their own religion and that of the neighbouring and culturally authoritative Greeks. The Greeks have even adapted their gods and goddesses from the Egyptians: Dionysus to Osiris, Hermes to Thoth, etc.) Buxton p.218
 

The study of Myths and Interpretations in recent times

· Collection of different myths and comparisons
· Methodological analysis of myths in their form, purpose, function.
· External basis: myths as products of the environment
· Theories: 
· Nature myth theories
· Anthropological theories: myth and rituals are very connected. Myths try to explain rituals.
· Internal basis: myths as products of the mind
· Theories:
· Psychoanalytical: Freud and Jung- they compared myths to dreams.  They said that myths and dreams both work the same way, they work in symbols and reflect unconscious desires. The Oedipus complex- the unconscious desire to kill the father and have sexual desires for the mother (if a boy)
· Structuralism: Levi-Strauss. Myths reflect the binary structure of the human mind. It perceives the world in forms of opposites.  In myths, opposites are brought together. Analysis and comparisons of the structural elements of the myth reveal a single concept.
Example: Echo-desire for effective communication

                            desire but not effective communication

                  Narcissus- desire for no communication

                                     desire but not effective communication.
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Creation of Myths

· Ancient Greek concepts about the world.
· The world is flat and surrounded by the river oceanus.
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· Hyperboreans (north)  and Ethiopians (south) lived in paradise. When they were bored of life they committed suicide.
· The tripartite division:
1. Heaven (deities)

2. Earth (humans and deities)

3. Underworld: Hades (dead mortals and deities)

                        Tartarus (for grave offenders and dark forces)

· The shield of Achilles created by Hephaestus, Iliad 18, 474ff.
· Hephaestus depicted the universe in miniature on Achilles’ shield.
Sun and the moon shine simultaneously as an attempt to integrate a general knowledge of the sky in one depiction

The world is depicted as an island surrounded by water

Line 483 begins the description of the shield’s decoration with a summary

division into three parts by the triple repetition of the adverb ™n: the

earth, with the heavens at the middle of the shield, and the ocean around

the rim.

486. Pleiades seven daughters of Atlas and Pleione who were placed

in the heavens as a constellation by Zeus, for different reasons in various

myths. They were used to mark different periods of the farming and sailing

seasons. || `Yades: five daughters of Atlas and Pleione (Atlas and Aethra

in some versions), placed as a constellation near Orion, along with their

sisters, the Pleiades

[image: image3.png]
Hesiod (around 700 BC)

· Theogony: it means the birth and descendants of gods. An account of the origins of the universe (cosmogony)
· Works and Days: a poem addressed to his brother- how to read the stars, etc  (his brother was lazy). 
· A son of an immigrant from Asia Minor who settled in Boeotia and a shepherd who won a prize in poetry.
· The Muse(s): the source of poetic inspiration (9).
· The Muses, daughters of Zeus are personifications of inspiration. They are the spirits that promote arts and science. 
Invocation of the Muse (s) in Iliad

· Daughters of Memory
The give the mental power to people to perform (whether it is dance, singing, or acting) to compose poetry, to observe etc .

They instill/infuse the poet with memory and knowledge: Intensified power, to see beyond, to come in contact with the divine, to create, 

· Hesiod calls the muses to give him the power to compose. He is inspired by them and has a divine experience. 
· They gave him a staff of laurel: connection with prophecy (future, past)
And breath in divine voice. He comes in contact with them. Inspired: In spirit

Spirit (“spiro” in Latin =breath)

In contact: entheos and intensified mental power

 

The First Elements

· CHAOS was first and after it came
GAIA (the Earth) and…
TARTARUS and…

EROS (love)

· CHAOS- a chasm, a yawning abyss, and opening.
· TARTARUS- we don't really know what it means but some people suggested that it is a dark place and the roots of the Earth.
· EROS- the force of creation, the power that brings bodies together.
· The distance between Heaven and Tartarus about 18 days (9 to earth and another 9 down).
· Gaia (earth) was the mother of all. By herself she created Uranus (heaven), Ore (mountains), and Pontus (sea).
· Offspring of Earth and Sky (with Uranus):  3 Hecatoncheires (100 hands creature hecaton=100, cheires= hands), 3 Cyclopes (divine smiths. The ones who creates Zeus' lighting..), 12 Titans.
 

The story of castration

· Uranus kept the newborn children in Earth's body (he didn't want any of the children challenging his power.)  Earth was very sad and frustrated that her children were being hidden.
· She devised a plan and a weapon, a sickle from "adamant".
· Cronus castrated his father and threw the genitals behind him into the sea.
· Anything that comes from the divine (blood, tears) and it touches the earth or sea..it creates other things. Creation after castration= Furies, Giants, Melian Nymphs.
· The Furies (Erinyes): ferocious female spirits. They avenge wrong, especially those who shed kindred blood.
· Aeschylus "Eumenides": the Furies torment Orestes, Agamemnon's son who killed his mother Klytaemnestra. 
· The Giants: natural forces from the depths of earth responsible for earthquakes and eruptions. 
· From the genitals and the sea: Arose from the sea foam," Aphrodite", the goddess of sexual desire. 
· A central theme in Greek myth: the destructiveness of sexual attraction. Eros/ Eris
 

· From Chaos himself, he created Night and Darkness ( Erebus) which gave birth to Day and Aether (upper sky, brightness). Night also gave birth to other personifications: death, sleep, dreams, blame, distress, deceit, sex, old age. Eris (strife) gave birth to pain, battles, murder, lies.
· The descendents of Night: a concept that the light comes after the darkness. Allegories of morality. Abstract ideas that have become gods having an influence on human affairs.
· Fates (Moerae): portrayed as 3 weavers
1. Clotho (the spinner)

2. Lachesis (the allocator)

3. Atropos (irreversible)

· Nemesis: the goddess of retribution, the punisher of Hubris.
A version that she was Helen’s mother

Hubris: An intentionally dishonoring behavior.

Aristotle defined hubris as follows:
to cause shame to the victim, not in order that anything may happen to you, nor because anything has happened to you, but merely for your own gratification. Hubris is not the requital of past injuries; this is revenge. As for the pleasure in hubris, its cause is this: men think that by ill-treating others they make their own superiority the greater

Perhaps the primary example of hubris is Achille's treatment of Hector's corpse in the Homer's Iliad. 
So those who commit hubris think themselves superior

In its modern usage, hubris denotes overconfident pride and arrogance; it is often associated with a lack of knowledge, interest in, and exploration of history, combined with a lack of humility. An accusation of hubris often implies that suffering or punishment will follow, similar to the occasional pairing of hubris and Nemesis in the Greek world. 
Excessive sense of self importance, boasting about self perceived superiority

· Hesperides
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The first elements according to Hesoid's Theogony

· Chaos (chasm)
· Gaia (earth)
· Tartarus (dark depths of Earth)
· Eros (love/ sexual attraction)
 

Explanations: Concepts and Motifs

· Looking Taboo: prohibitions to see a divinity or a divine action. The human eyes will not have the ability to see divine actions
· Creation from a divine part
· The motif of the separation of the Earth from the Sky: a more ordered cosmos comes into being.
 

The 12 Titans

· Oceanus (circling river around earth) and Tithys: represent fresh water elements
· Hyperion and Theia: Krios, Koeus and Phoebe (represent the celestial bodies)
· Iapetos: trickery and inventions, connections with humans
· Themis: justice
· Mnemosyne: memory
· Kronos and Rhea: the sky and the earth, the next generation of leaders.
· Kronos was very eager to follow his father's example. He received a prophecy that said he would be taken over by his son. Kronos swallowed his children as soon as they were born.
· 5 children were swallowed: Hestia, Demeter, Hera, Hades, and Poseidon. In order to save Zeus from being swallowed, she sought advice from her mother Gaia. Rhea secretly gives birth to Zeus in Crete. Rhea gives Kronos a stone wrapped in a cloth to replace Zeus and he just swallows it.
· But…when Zeus grows up he dethrones his father. Gaia advises Kronos to release his swallow children.
· Zeus frees the Cyclopes and the Hecantoncheires. 
 

Similar structure of the 2 myths in Theogony.

	Ouranos  and Gaia
	Kronos and Rhea

	· Ouranos keeps children in Gaia's body
	· Kronos swallows children and keeps them in his body

	· Gaia devises a crafty plan to trick Ouranos
	· Rhea asks Gaia for advice and tricks Kronos

	· Kronos dethrones Ouranos and becomes the leader
	· Zeus dethrones Kronos and becomes the leader.


 

Divine or True Myth

· Set in time before human chronology
Characters: divine beings

· SIG=> Analogous to science: a physical allegory to explain the creation of natural bodies and phenomena.
 

Place of Origin

· Near Eastern Myths
· Common elements with Babylonian  poem " Enuma Elish"
· Three generations of gods
· Conflicts: youngest generation overthrows the older ones
· The storm god of the third generation prevails.
 

The concept of fertility

· Heiros Gamos- the sacred marriage. Initiates creation.
Male/Sky/rain/seed

--------------------------- = Fertility/ creation
Female/Earth/ Womb

· The myth reflects beliefs of people in the early stages of agriculture.
· Grain comes from the earth
· A primitive concept: its seed (masculine) comes from the sky
· Humans reap the grain- to keep it for their sustenance.
· Reaping the grain with a sickle- the castration of what came from the sky.
· The action ensures the survival of Earth's children.
 

· Evidence of ritualistic castration? There is some evidence in the texts that come from the Asia minor.
· The priests of the Mother Goddess Kybele castrated themselves in front of her altar.
· Animal sacrifice; an important element in ancient religions.
 

The  binary structure

	Male
	Female

	Sky
	Earth

	Young
	Old

	Destructive
	Creation

	Death
	Life

	Ugly 
	Beautiful


 

The "succession of power" type of myth

· Motifs:
· The fear of losing power by a son (through a prophecy)
· Unsuccessful attempts to bypass the prophecy by getting rid of the baby
· The son (an outcast) will obtain revenge as an adult and establish power
*Every hero is an outcast.

 

Freud's psychoanalytical theory

· The crime of Kronos symbolizes the suppressed desire of the son for sexual freedom through the elimination of the father-rival (the Oedipus complex).
 

Matriarchal prototype: the primacy of the feminine power and wisdom.

· First divine being is female
· First born, self born, procreates without a consort
· When she chooses, gives her powers away and takes them back transferring them to someone else
· Wise and cunning- because she has the connection with the past and the future (light and dark)
Cunningness:  A monster or a very powerful being is conquered by a trick, instead of force 
 

Kronos

· A negative image in Theogony but in Works and Days, we see him as a king of the Golden Age and the king of the Island of the Blessed (another paradise)
· A pre-Greek god of Agriculture. (The Kronia Festival: a carnival type, dissolution of order- dancing and drinking, slaves become masters for day, costumes, etc.)
· For Romans (Saturn): he is the god of agriculture.
· Saturnalia: the merriest festival of the year-taken over by Christmas.
· Saturn = Saturday
· Absence of order: positive -Utopian
                                  negative- Dystopian

· Kronos as Chronos (time). The Father Time, the devourer of all things (time devours) AND the Grim Reaper.
 

Tethys and Oceanus

· Fresh water river that surrounds earth. 
· They gave birth to every body of water (3000 rivers-male) and 3000 Oceanids (female spirits of springs, streams, and lakes.)
· Iliad 14:201
 

Theia (the divine) and Hyperion (the one above)

· Their offspring's are the Sun (Helios), the Moon (Selene) , and Dawn (Eos)- represented as Charioteers.
 

Phaethon (pg.93)

· From Ovid's Metamorphoses
· Helios + Clemene= Phaethon.
· How deserts were formed.
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The use of nectar and ambosia:

· As an ointment
· It brings glow and beauty to the skin
· It brings immortality
 

The morality of their actions

· Explaining the love affairs:
· A need for royal and aristocratic families for divine ancestry
· Zeus is life, is the father of all, the creator
 

Anthropogony (origins of humans)

3 ways

1. Artisanal

2. Agricultural

3. Transformative

*get definitions

 

Autochthony: self birth from earth.  Very significant because they are born from their lands.

· Thebans: from planted dragon teeth
· The Myrmidons (Achilles army): from ants
The Five Ages of Man (Hesoid's Works and Days)

1. The Golden race- no details but that humans were created during that age. Kronos ruled the universe. Humans lived in proximity with the gods: no sickness, no aging, a paradise. 

2. The Silver age

3. The Bronze age- wars and fighters

4. The Heroic age- the Trojan wars

5. The Iron age- this is the age Hesoid lives in. The worst age to live in: hard word and sickness.

 

· Prometheus: the gods assigned a job to him and his brother to create humans and animals. OR together with Athena, made humans out of clay and breathed life into them.
 

The descendants of Iapetos

· Iapetos is connected with humans being tricky or cunning. 
DIAGRAM OF DESCENDANTS IN LECTURE 7 SLIDES.

· Atlas and Prometheus both suffer their burden at the two extremes of the world. Chained at opposites side of the world
 

The Archetype of a trickster

· intelligent with a cunning mind
· curious, inventive, creative, eloquent
· challenges authority- far from established values.
· thief and liar
· crosses boundaries / spheres of any kind 
 

Prometheus in Hesoid's Theogony

· Prometheus= (pro-methos< metis)
Pro = before (to think before you act)

· Epimetheus (epi-methos <metis)
Epi = after (to act first and then think)

· The story of the Sacrifices: what portion of meat belongs to the humans and what belongs to the Gods. Prometheus takes an Ox and hides the edible pieces of meat in the unappetizing stomach. He hid the inedible parts (bones) under good smelling fat. He asked Zeus to chose what he wanted, so he chose the fat since it smells so good. Zeus was mad because he was tricked and so he punished Prometheus by punishing the humans (since Prometheus works for the humans.) 
· As a result…The story of Fire: Zeus took away the fire from the humans so animals could not be cooked properly.  Prometheus stole it and took it away by hiding it and gave it back to men.  Theogony says that he hid it in the hollow fennel stalk. 
· Fire and Metis(wisdom): both have the power to transform.
· Punishment for Prometheus again is to be chained and have a bird eat his liver for eternity. 
· Hesoid presents Prometheus as a mere trickster that deserves punishment, who was responsible for the alienation of humans from divinity. 
· In later sources, after 300 years of being chained, Hercules kills the eagle and frees Prometheus.
 

Aeschylus Prometheus Bound 
· 1. Might (Kratos) : Offspring of Styx 
· 2. Violence (Via) : Offspring of Styx
· 3. Hephaestos : God of fire and metallurgy -sympathizes with Prometheus very much.
· 4. Prometheus, son of Iapetus and Themis (the Titan who represents justice)
 The following characters visit Prometheus during his ordeal

· Oceanus, the Titan. 
· Chorus of the Oceanids, the daughters of Oceanus. 
· Io: a priestess of Hera in a cow form. She has come to visit Prometheus to know about her future.  (is a victim of Zeus, seduced by him and tortured by Hera). 
· Hermes, son of Zeus. Zeus has sent him to reveal a secret: the name of the woman whose child will overpower Zeus. Prometheus knows that secret and could be free if he reveals it, but he doesn't.  Tragedy ends in Prometheus going to the Tartarus possibly. 
· Prometheus will not reveal Thetis (the mother of Achilles and goddess of the sea).  At the end of trilogy, Zeus learns the name. They make sure that no god will mate with her and they force Thetis to marry a mortal, Peleus. 
· Aeschylus adds new features:
a. Zeus is portrayed as a ruthless tyrant, fresh from his victory against the Titans.

b. Prometheus: the giver of fire and friend of humans, but also the inventor of the useful arts. He taught humans about astronomy, architecture, mathematics, the art of writing, navigation, medicine. He gave them knowledge of how to deal with their world.

c. Prometheus possesses prophetic powers: took away the prophetic powers of humans and supplanted them with hope.

· In later sources, Prometheus warns his son Deucalion about the plan of Zeus to eliminate the human race and gives them advice how to survive the flood.
· He is the saviour of humans.
· Prometheus is a combination of a culture-bringer and a trickster who brings the elements of civilization to man.
· In short he is a civilizing  force, a civilization hero. 
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Zeus' punishment to mankind from Hesoid's Theogony

After Prometheus stole the fire , Zeus:

1. Punished Prometheus by binding him on Mt. Caucasus

2. Ordered the creation of the the woman , the kalon kakon the “beautiful evil” as a punishment to man
· Hephaestus created her from clay, a wonder to look at. 
· Athena, dressed her
· Brought by Hephaestus or Zeus to men
 

From Works and Days

· Hephaestus mixed earth and water put in it a voice and human power to move. 
· Athena, taught her to weave and dressed her
· Aphrodite pour charm upon her head and painful strong desire
· Hermes put in her breast lies and persuasive words and cunning ways
· Grace and Persuasion gave her jewellery…
· They named the girl Pandora, for the gifts which all the gods have given them, this ruin of mankind.
Pan= All , Dora= Gifts

· Then Zeus sent the gift to Epimetheus. He gladly received her ignoring Prometheus' warnings
· But now the woman opened up the cask and scattered pains and evils among men. Inside remained one thing…hope. 
Some explanations

· Pandora's container and the motif of the looking taboo (prohibition to see divine action)
· Pandora as an Earth Goddess: she is made of earth, she is the All Giving earth, she is connected with life and death. 
· A title of Earth Goddess= "Pandora Gaia"
· The All Giving= "Rhea Pandora"
*The goddesses were associated with the cycle of life-birth abd rebirth, worshipped for their capacity to create and sustain life. Importance of fertility
 

Pandora's container: the jar as a vessel.

· The use of large "pithoi": for storage of seeds and liquids (life) AND for burials (death)
 

Pandora's container: the jar as a womb

· The body of the mother-earth (a container of life)
· Female sexual power (evil according to Hesiod.)
 

Hope in Hesoid

· If hope is good, why was in the jar?
1. Hope, like evils, are new to mankind 

2. Hope can be an evil (a harmful illusion)
· Why did hope remain in the jar?
1. It is different than the other evils-you can control it

2. Symbolic of the new life, next generation
*Hope is not needed in a paradise situation- is not needed in an entirely evil environment

Is not needed for the immortals but life is a mixture of good and evil. If we knew the future, no place for Hope. If we only lived in the present and we knew nothing of the future ( like animals) again no place for Hope. We know the future: That we suffering, sickness and death is part of our lives. We accept our mortal nature; We do not know when or how that will happen, so we hope for the best. It is a kind of foresight , only a blind one 

 

Hope in Aeschylus

· Prometheus took away prophetic powers from humans and replaced them with hope (Aeschylus "Prometheus Bound")
· Hope is blind
 

Women and Evil

From Pandora , the all giving goddess to Pandora the all gifted, the medium for evils on Earth

· Hesiod’s misogyny- A universal attitude?
· “Before this time, men lived upon earth apart from sorrow and painful work, free from disease”
· “From her comes the deadly female race and tribes of wives who live with mortal men and bring them harm. No help in dreadful poverty, but ready enough to share with them in wealth”
 

Comparisons

The share of sacrifices, fire and Pandora as a gift

· Prometheus ordered Zeus a gift to choose between the bundles of meat
· Prometheus offered mankind fire as a gift
· Zeus offered mankind Pandora as a gift
The share of sacrifices, fire and Pandora as a trap

· Prometheus tricked Zeus by presenting the inedible bones covered with attractive smelling fat
· Prometheus tricked Zeus by stealing fire and concealing it in a fennel stalk
· Zeus tricked mankind by creating worthless creature inside but attractive from the outside
The share of sacrifices, fire and Pandora as a gaster (a belly)-consuming

· Edible parts ijside stomach. Humans must consume food. They are slaves to their bellies
· Fire consumes, but and unlike the celestial bire, needs to fuel tk be alive.
· Pandora as a destroyer of man's labou2 (consumes his wealth), like a fire burns him up.
· Gaster also signifies her sexual appetite that has to be fed. 
Pandora and Efe:

· Women are responsible for the decline of mankind. Curiosity and the loss of paradise.
· God said to Adam and Eve: You shall not eat from that tree, becaese you will die
· The sdrpent persuaded Eve to eat the forbidden fruit. It will make them gain knowledge of good and evil.
· Compare: the serpent and the trickster god Hermes in Pandora's creation
 

The Five Ages of Man

1. The Golden race

· A place of paradise
· Under Kronos, lived happily with no toils, with everlasting youth.
· Gods and humans lived together.
· The fertile land gave her fruits unasked.
· It ended with the two gifts to mankind: fire and the creation Pandora
Knowledge, Technology, and the Loss of Paradise.

· The tree of life and knowledge: awareness of a vulnerable existence, of mortality and toils of survival.
· The Promethean fire: the enlightenment that that makes civilization possible but cuts bonds with nature
· Knowledge brings power but suffering as well. Knowledge brings the loss of innocence
 

Story of the flood

PROMETHEUS EPIMETHEUS + PANDORA 

             |                             |

Deucalion               +         Pyrrha 

|                         Hellene

· and mankind (after flood)

· Zeus wanted to eliminate the human race (Age of Bronze) because mortals were vicious and corrupt
· Prometheus instructed Deucalion and Pyrrha to built an arc and take provisions
· Zeus sent a flood and destroyed human beings
· The arc landed on mount Parnassus.
