Chapter 11: Sex & Gender
SEX AND GENDER
Sex: 
· biologically rooted; describes our physical bodies whereby distinguish between male and female
· characterized as diametrical opposites “opposite sex”
Gender: 
· Socially constructed characteristics associated with girls and boys, men and women
· Masculinity/Femininity 
Ex: Construction vs. Nurse; dying hair & wearing make-up, showing emotion, the way we pose in pictures, types of drinks you order @ the bar, Uggs
PROBLEMATIZING SEX/GENDER DISTINCTION
Intersexed individuals 
· Born with both sets of genitalia
· How do we decide who is male and female?
Ex: one couple dressed their child on certain days as a “male” so sex was unknown to others and people didn’t know how to treat the child 
Transgendered and Transexual individuals
· Transgender has been used as an umbrella term for those who do not fit into normative constructions of sex and gender
· Transsexual used to encompass those who undergo sex reassignment surgery
“What age should you be allowed to make the decision” -18 is the age but you need time to fully develop physically 
SIDE NOTE: Sex-ed is taught early so that younger kids can understand the terms if molested and can describe what happen
MASULINITY & FEMININITY 
Culturally dominant forms of masculinity and femininity
Hegemonic Masculinity (Connell, 1987)
· Ideal of masculinity that men are supposed to strive to achieve
· Derives from Gramsci
· Reguires men to be successful, capable, and reliable
Emphasized Femininity (Connell, 1987)
· Based on women’s compliance with their subordination to men*console men because they are big babies
· Requires women to be supportive, enthusiastic and sexually attractive
Ex: looking good for school, guys just through stuff on
Disney’s portrayal of masculinity and femininity 
Cinderella, Snow White, Sleeping Beauty
All of these put women in the damsel in distress and submissive role, and all portray what is considered to be femininity 
“Hunger Games” , “Divergent”,“Mulan” have strong Female Leads 
Antagnoist (EVIL) is usually a woman
SIDE NOTE: Men want to be like James Bond their wedding day and this sets up some problems. Sean Connery tells interviewer that it’s okay to smack women to keep them aligned.
Donald Trump “grab them by the pussy”
Guys for Halloween dress up as: Superheros
REPRODUCING GENDER: FAMILIES AND EDUCATION
Families
· Gender expectations begin @ birth
· Parents spend more time talking to girls while leaving boys alone; punish their sons more often than daughters 
· Gendered divisions of household labour 
*Boys did the heavier work, trash, repair vs. Girls do the cooking & cleaning
Education
· Hidden curriculum; girls learn that they aren’t as important as boys
· Teachers interact with boys more than girls in classroom
· Praise girls for being congenial and neat while boys praised for intellectual quality
“Girls sit and look pretty”- you learn your gender roles by playing house, home-ec and boys play with tools, sports
REPRODUCING GENDER IN THE MEDIA
Television shows
· Ex. Housewives of____, Jersey Shore(creation of DTF), The Hills, Housewives of Disney
All women are beautiful (Not all men?), heterosexual and with few expectations.*SIDE NOTE: Beyonce & Jay-Z, Modern Family (Hot wife and ugly husband)
· Not many shows demonstrate homosexual relationships and ARE the lead characters but Degrassi (makes more effort to include) , ONB &PLL has some
· Reality television; glorifies competitive cutthroat behaviour (The Bachelor/-ette, Survivor, The Next Top Model) 
· Talk Shows
· Television shows/networks directed at helping individuals achieve beauty ideals
*Biggest Loser helps to create beauty ideals 
*Kardashians (slim waist, big butt) 
Advertising
Commercials  
Models and size 0
SIDE NOTE: clothing sizes and scales 0 and 00 “how can one be a zero?” –unattainable
And guys don’t have that much expectations because “They can still get the girl”
GENDER BODIES
How we present our bodies, efforts to shape them and how we interpret others’ bodies are all accomplished socially
Plastic surgery normalized?
· Top surgeries are: liposuction, nose jobs, eyelifts, boobs 
· Highest proportion women between 35-50 *there is a normalization as some are getting it a young age 
GENDER AND WORK
Dramatic increase in the # of women employed since WWII
· Occupations segregated into men’s and women’s jobs
· Women hold more lower-paying jobs than men
· Greater proportion of part-time workers (increase of 100% between 1976-2000)
· Women represent 70% of part-time workers
· Women who work in male dominated industries are more likely to never marry or to remain childless than women in other occupations
· 2002 women working full-time earned 36000 while employed men working the same schedule earned 50500
· By 2008 women working full-time earned on average 70.5% of what men earned 
· Gap is greater for university educated women who earned only 68% of what men earn
· Unpaid labour
SIDE NOTE: Women have a “double day” doing more of the domestic labour at home, but 50% of women now make more or equal to their spouses, and still do the domestic work and men are not packing up the slack because they don’t see women’s work valuable 
INTERSECTIONALITY
Gender, class and race all function as mechanisms for producing social inequality 
Minority women must confront racism, ethnocentrism, classism and sexism becoming of the most disadvantaged groups
Intersectional approach key to understanding the complex experiences of how relations of gender, race and social class work together to position some individuals as privileged and others as disadvantages 
Acknowledging the complexity and messiness of reality 
INTERPERSONAL ATTRACTION
“What’s considered attractive?” - Intelligence, confidence, loyal, humor, trustworthy, tall
Physically attractive have more opportunities for sexual relationships
· College students in one study were willing to lie about themselves to win dates with physically attractive partners
Lack of extreme asymmetry
· Women with:
-low waist-to-hip ratios
-lustrous, shiny hair
-large eyes and a small nose
· Men with:
-Masculine features
- A large jaw and a medium sized nose
Positive behaviours (smiling, helping) Make individual appear more attractive
ATTRACTIVENESS STEREOTYPE
Belief that “what is beautiful is good”.
Research finds that we believe physically attractive people have more favorable personality traits and are more likely to be successful.
· More than 70 studies found that attractiveness has a moderate influence on how sensitive, kind, and interesting a person is.
· It has less influence on judgements of intelligence, and no influence on judgements of integrity 
STUDENTS IN ONE SERIOUS OF STUDIES WERE ASKED:
What is the minimum percentile of intelligence you would accept in considering someone for:
· A date * has to be able to conversate
· A sexual partner 
· A one night stand *doesn’t matter
· A steady dating partner Uni level
· A marriage partner? Uni level
Level of intelligence goes up with relationship status because it depends on the frequency of communication (my opinion)
In reality Men’s criteria are considerably lower for sexual partners 
EXCHANGE THEORY:
People evaluate interactions and relationships in terms of the rewards and cost that each is likely to entail.
They calculate likely outcomes by subtracting anticipated costs from a, people are inclined initiate or maintain the relationship
If the expected outcomes is positive, people are inclined to initiate or maintain the relationship.
If the expected outcome is negative, they are unlikely to initiate a new relationship or to stay in an ongoing relationship.
GENDER DIFFERENCES IN SEXUALITY 
Men and women differ in their criteria for sexual partners but their criteria for long-term partners are very similar.
Compared to women, men perceive more sexually in an interaction between a man and a woman.
This is true whether they are participants or observers.
However, men see interactions involving their sister as platonic.
IN ONE STUDY, STUDENTS WERE APPROACHED BY ANOTHER STUDENT OF THE OPPOSITE SEX, WHO SAID:
“I have been noticing you around campus. I find you very attractive.”
This was followed by one the 3 invitations:
· Would you go tonight? -55% sexes said yes
· Would you come over to my apartment? – more men said yes, more women said no
· Would you go to bed with me?- men said yes to sexual invitation, women said no
My answer: NO I have a boyfriend* men and females see sex differently
CULTURAL NORMS ABOUT SEXUALITY
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cultures vary in acceptance of premarital sex, extramarital sex, and appropriateness of sex without love
Americans on average:
· Begin kissin at 14-5
· Begin sex at 17
Japanese begin kissing at around 20 and intercourse at 22-23 


