CMN 1160 Lecture 1

Media are central to the ways in which, as individuals, we come to know and understand the world.

Media is involved in all aspects of our lives – whether that be getting an education, purchasing an item or listening to music. Media help us decide who we are, they frame our focus on the world and bring us together. Through media we learn, grow, and gain a better understanding of the world, whether we look through history, or follow events in real time. It shapes our opinions and builds what we experience.

The ways in which media is key:

Media brings us together – Media help bring Canadians together with common ideas and understandings of our culture. Not only that, media also create an imagined community that constructs what we believe to be Canadian, as well as our conception of ourselves and others.

Media is used by many to communicate – It is used by the federal, provincial and municipal government to communicate and engage with residents. They can give us important information through advertisements online, on television or even in newspapers, but apart from that, they can also help, guide and inform us. Through media we can complete surveys for the government such as a census, stay up to date on the happenings of our government and also be notified of changes or revisions. The government is the largest single advertiser in our country. 

Media are key agents in globalization – Media are central to controlling the world economy, and the movement of goods and services around the world. Media is vital in coordinating trade from country to country and continent to continent. 

Media aid identity – Media helps immigrants keep in touch with their roots, relatives and cultures. They provide an insight to our history, where we came from, who we were through our generations as well as the environment we occupy. They give us insight to how the world has changed through time, and how its inhabitants have changed the world through time.

Media generate a global cultural consciousness – Media keeps us informed on the happenings of our world, it opens our yes to events such as an earthquake or the Olympics. It raises our consciousness about environmental disasters and our impending roles in them. It provides us a quick way to communicate so we can help in times of crisis and cheer in times of joy.
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