Gentry Democracy – The Royal Republic 1572-1795
1. Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth at the peak of its power. Multi-ethnic


nature of the state. Establishment of Warsaw as the new more centrally


located capital 1596.

 2. Monarchy elected by the ‘szlachta’. Extensive limitations placed on


royal power. Henry de Valois (Henryk Walezy) elected as first king.


Resigns to ascend the throne of France.

3. Political power invested in the ‘Sejm’ (Parliament). ‘Liberum veto’


power to annul. All legislation passed by unanimous consent.

4. King Stefan Bathory (1576-1586) – victories wars over Ivan the Terrible


of Muscovy. Polish armies occupy Moscow (1611), eventually forced to 
withdraw.

5. Seventeenth century- ‘The Century of Wars’. Rise of the Jesuit Order,


the Counter-Reformation. Union of Brest (1596), Uniate faith promulgated


in Ukraine. Beginnings of religious, ethnic and social revolts. The Kiev


Academy founded 1632.

6. Uprising by Ukrainian Cossacks 1648. Significant portion of Ukraine


placed under Tsar’s protection.

7. Swedish invasion of Poland 1655. Expelled at Częstochowa, The ‘Black


Madonna’, Blessed Virgin venerated as nation icon of Poland.

8. Prussian presence on North Poland formalized.

9. Rise of Muscovy (Russia). Ukraine divided between Poland and Russia.

10. King Jan Kazimierz 1668, ineffectual attempts to bolster royal


authority. Warnings of the danger of undermining King’s authority.

11. 'Szlachta' retains grip on its ‘Golden Freedom’, political, economic,


civil privileges.

12. ‘Sarmatian’ cult of the nobility. Chivalric tradition. Rural based,


anti-foreign attitudes, hereditary right to govern. ‘Antemurale


Chritianitatis’, Poland the ‘Bulwark of Christendom’, easternmost part of


Catholic Europe.

13. Sarmatian Baroque. Western (architecture) and Eastern influences


(dress, hair, jewelry). Coffin portraits, full-length portraits.

14. ‘Husaria’, Polish winged cavalry, the glory of Poland’s military might.

 
 Turkish invasion of Europe. Successful defense of Vienna (1683) by King


Jan Sobieski. Final military victory of the Republic.

15. Decline of the Republic – politically, economically, socially,


culturally.

17. The Great Northern War 1709 (Sweden-Russia), devastation of the Republic.

18. Calls for reform (Leszczynski), resistance by the nobility of any


manner of reform. Conspiracy of ‘The Three Eagles’. Russia, Prussia,


Austria aid and abate the retention of the status quo in the Republic.


Descent into anarchy.

19. The Enlightenment, attempts to reform the republic. King Stanislaw


August Poniatowski (reigned 1764-1795). Art to rejuvenate national life,


National Theatre created. The Commission on Education, the first in Europe. 
             Enlightenment architecture ‘Lazienki’. Foreign artists, Bacciarelli,


Canoletto.

20. Failure to reform situation of the urban population and the peasantry.


First Partition of Poland 1772 (Russia, Prussia, Austria).

22. ‘Third of May' Constitution 1791. Second in the world. Noble power


proscribed. Sharing of power with royal authority and other classes.


Modern standing army created. ‘Liberum veto’ abolished.

23. Swift reaction by partitioning powers (Russia, Prussia), Second


Partition of Poland 1793.

24. Kosciuszko Uprising against Russia 1794. Emancipation of the peasantry


proclaimed. Initial successes, eventual suppression by Russia. Third


Partition of Poland (Russia, Prussia, Austria) 1795. The Polish-Lithuanian


Commonwealth erased from the map of Europe. Poles a nation without a


country.

Romantic and Modern Poland
1. Attempts to regain independence. Support sought from the French


Revolution. Alliance with Napoleon. Creation of ‘Polish Legions’.

2. Napoleon creates ‘The Duchy of Warsaw’ (1807-1814), new constitution


and civil code. Serfdom abolished.

3. 100,000 Poles in ‘La Grande Armée’. Napoleon’s Russian campaign,


debacle in Moscow.

4. Congress of Vienna 1815, Congress Kingdom of Poland established under


Russian protection.

5. November Uprising 1830-31. Poles at war with Russia. Uprising


suppressed, followed by period of Tsarist reprisals. 1846-1848


unsuccessful uprisings in Austrian and Prussian partitions. ‘The Great


Emigration’ of Poles abroad. Conservative and revolutionary camps


(Czartoryski, Lelewel) created in Paris.

6. Romantic Poland, longing for the homeland. Adam Mickiewicz, national


poet of Poland. Fryderyk Franciszek Szopen (Chopin), ‘the pure sound of


Poland’.

7. January Uprising against Russia unsuccessful.

8. ‘Organic Work’, attempts by Poles to strengthen the nation from within


the system. Political, social, economic evolution vs. revolution. Role of


Catholic Church in preserving national identity. Henryk Sienkiewicz,


Nobel-prize winning novelist whose works ‘strengthens Polish hearts’. Jan Matejko
             painter of the glories of Poland’s past.

9. Emancipation of peasants in Russian partition. Mass exodus (1870-1914)


of Poles to various parts of the New World, three and a half million leave


Poland, 200,000 to Canada.

10. Belated industrial revolution reaches the area of the partitions.


Urbanisation and rise of the Socialist movement. ¸ódê, textile centre, the

 
'Polish Manchester’.

11.‘Young Poland’, Art Nouveau a la polonaise. Stanislaw Wyspianski,


intellectual fascination with peasantry and myths of Poland’s past.

12. National and Socialist movements, 1905 strikes and armed clashes in


partitioned zones.

13. World War I, 1914. Partitioning powers at war with each other. Poles


fighting under foreign flags (Russia, Prussia, Austria). Józef Pilsudski


forms Polish legions in German partition.

14. End of World War I, Germany defeated, Austro-Hungarian Empire


dissolved, Russia in revolution.

15. Treaty of Versailles, Polish state re-established 11 November 1918 as


part of President Wilson’s ‘Fourteen Points’.

16. Wars to consolidate Poland’s borders. Silesian Uprisings,


Polish-Soviet War 1920. Soviet advance on Europe stopped at Warsaw,


‘Miracle at the Vistula River’.

17. Polish Second Republic (1918-1939). Marshall Pilsudski assumes power


1926. Rebuilding of Poland from the remnants of three separate countries.


Creation of the Baltic port city of Gdynia.

18. Rise of Polish nationalism. Clashes with large numbers of non-Polish


population (Ukrainians, Germans).

19. Great Depression 1929-1939. Social unrest. Death of Pilsudski 1935.

20.  September 1, 1939, Germany launches sudden unprovoked attack on


Poland. Beginning of World War II. ‘Blitzkreig’ warfare. September 17


Poland attacked by Soviet Union, secret agreement of Germany and Soviet Union
            (Ribbentrop-Molotov) to partition Poland. Soviet-German occupation of Poland. One and
             a half Poles deported to Soviet Union, mass genocide of Poles in the German zone. The 
            Soviet massacre of Polish officers in the Katyn forest. Hitler’s ‘Final Solution’. 
            Auschwitz.

21. Large-scale resistance of Poles. Underground movements, Poles in the


service of Allied armies.

22. Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, April 1943. Warsaw Uprising August 1944.


Refusal of aid by advancing Soviet armies, 225,000 Polish deaths in


Warsaw, 200,000 of them civilian. Near total destruction of the capital by


Hitler’s armies. Warsaw ‘a point on the map.’

23.  Immense human, material and cultural destruction in Poland. Six


million dead, three million of them Jews.

24. The Soviet ‘Sphere of Influence’. Central and Eastern Europe under


Soviet domination. The Polish People’s Republic 1944-1989. Reconstruction


of the capital and the country.

