Jagiellonian Poland (1386-1572)
1. Brief period of rule under Hungarian Angevin dynasty (1370-86) ended with


marriage of Queen Jadwiga to Jagiello, Grand Duke of Lithuania; union 
between Polish and Lithuanian realms endures for more than 400 years.

2. Rapid development of Lithuania since 13th cent. to become largest state in


Europe at time of union; land of primeval forests and last stronghold of


paganism in Europe; conversion of Jagiello and his pagan subjects to 
Catholicism; new element in multi-national state represented by Orthodox 
Ruthenian population.

3. Clash with Teutonic Order--Battle of Grunwald in 1410.

4. Crusading ideology of Order contested by Polish delegate to Council of 
Constance.

5. Thirteen Years War (1453-1466) with Order and Poland's regaining of outlet to


Baltic Sea; vassal status of Order.

6. The opening of the Wisła (Vistu1a) River to grain trade.

7. Gdansk--grain emporium of Europe and preeminent Baltic port; largest city in 
Poland; commercial and political privileges, trade monopoly; wealth of 
city--architecture.

8. Torun--prosperous trading city on the Vistula; birthplace of Copernicus, his study


at Jagie1lonian University in Krakow and development of his heliocentric 
theory.

9. Krakow as seat of "Jagiellonian Empire" extending over Bohemia and Hungary

10. Ascendancy of nobility in Polish State; growth of parliamentary institutions;


extension of noble rights in 15th cent., Constitution of 1505.

11. Reformation in Poland and its connection with political movement of the 
nobility; appeal of Calvinism to gentry; Poland as haven of religious 
toleration.

12. Flowering of Polish literature under impact of Humanism and Reformation;


writings of Rej and Kochanowski, "the father of the Polish language."

13. Renaissance style promoted in Poland by court of Sigismund I and Bona Sforza


a. Royal Court - rebuilding of Wawel Castle, Sigismund Chapel; Flemish 
tapestries.

 
b. Pieskowa Skala; Baranów.

14. Flourishing town life in 15th and 16th cent., Codex Behema, Clothiers' Hall in


Krakow, town halls of Tarnów, Sandomierz, and Poznan.

15. Seeds of Decay in "Golden Age": changing patterns of commerce, exclusion of 
towns from parliamentary representation.

16.  Poland as a "heaven for the nobility, a "purgatory for the burghers" and "a hell for

            the peasantry." Appearance of "Second Serfdom" in Eastern Europe at end of

            Middle Ages as noble jurisdiction over peasantry increases. Roots of East

            European economic backwardness in modern era.

17. Last years of Sigismund Augustus; his efforts to cement dynastic connection of 

           Poland and Lithuania; growing threat of Muscovy to Lithuania leads to Union of

           Lublin in 1569 and establishment of a united "Commonwealth of Two Nations"

           with a single parliament, foreign policy, and elected 
monarch.

