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Midterm 2 Review
Chapter 9
What is the information-pressing view?
It considers the psychological activities that allow children to deal with new information 
How can the information-processing view be modelled?
By a flowchart which specifies an input and an output, with processing in between, or by a computer which starts with input, has programmed conversions, and has multiple outputs
What evidence is there in support of memory processing in infants?
Sensorimotor infant uses a familiar scheme (sucking, grasping) when presented with a familiar object
Infants search for objects that have been hidden from view
Infants show a preference for their mother’s voice
What are the two types of memory? Describe each
Recognition memory is the understanding that a current stimulus has been encountered in the past (ex. recognition that a person has seen a photograph in the past
Recall memory is the retrieval of some past stimulus when the stimulus is not present. (ex. Answer the following question: describe 3 examples of evidence for memory processes in infants)
Describe the habituation-dishabituation procedure and what type of memory this is
This is recognition memory. The habituation-dishabituation procedure is when the infant is exposed repeatedly to a stimulus until looking at the stimulus stops creating a response/reaction. This habituation is only possible if the infant remembers the stimulus. Dishabituation is only possible if the infant can compare a new stimulus to a memory of the original stimulus.
Describe classical conditioning and what type of memory this is
This is recognition memory. It involves the pairing of an unconditioned stimulus and a conditioned stimulus to elicit the unconditioned response, even when the original stimulus is not present (the reaction then becomes conditioned) (Pavlov’s dogs). Ex. Infant sucks a nipple (UCR) when a sweet solution (UCS) is squirted into the mouth. Experimenter pairs stroking of the baby’s forehead (CS) with delivery of sucrose into the mouth (UCS). Eventually, forehead stroking (CS) elicited sucking behaviour
What evidence is there in support of recall memory in infancy?
Deferred imitation in which the infant imitates a behaviour seen on the prior day for the first time
Infant search for hidden objects
The appearance of language requires recall
Infants can imitate (recall) sequences of action (ex. those required to give a doll a bath)
What is infantile amnesia and what is a possible explanation?
Infantile amnesia is the lack of long-term memory for the first 2-3 years of life. The emergence of long-term memory my relate to conversations with parents: parents stimulate recall, emphasize rehearsal, and teach elaboration. 
In older children, what 3 things reflect improvement of memory with age?
Greater use of mnemonic strategies
rehearsal (saying over-and-over)
organization into conceptual categories
elaboration of items by linkage to a general image or story
Greater knowledge about memory (metamemory is the knowledge about memory)
More powerful cognitive structures
What is constructive memory (in terms of knowledge)?
Constructive memory refers to the ways in which the general knowledge of a person interprets incoming information so as to alter memory. Basically, memory is not like a tape recording, but rather constructed from our current and past experiences. It can involve distortions that are both negative and positive
What is expertise?
Expertise is organized factual knowledge about some content domain
Give an example of how expertise contributes to memory
Chess experts show better recall for chess positions than they do for other topics, the experts also show better recall about chess than do chess novices
What 3 things does expertise lead to?
Richer storage of information
Facilitation of the use of mnemonic strategies
More rapid processing of information
What 4 counting principles do pre-schoolers understand?
They understand principle (the number of objects is the last number counted)
They understand one-one (one word for each number)
Stable-order (number word is always used for the same number)
Order-irrelevance (when counting objects in a set, where you start doesn’t matter as long as you count every item)
What three aspects of children’s problem solving improves dramatically throughout childhood?
Developing rules (if-then rules, complex mental rules to solve problems)
Reasoning by analogy improves as a reflection of increased knowledge about items and relations
Short-term memory storage space increases with age to allow for more complex forms of reasoning and problem solving
What are 4 mechanisms of cognitive change?
Encoding - attending to and forming internal representations of certain features of the environment 
Atomization - cognitive efficiency as a result of practice
Strategy construction - allows information to be processed faster
Strategy selection - greater use of effective mental strategies over less effective strategies
Chapter 10 - Intelligence and Schooling
What is the psychometric approach to intelligence?
Focuses on the use of standardized tests to identify individual differences among people
What are the characteristics of an IQ test?
IQ tests yield ordered differences among people (results in an evaluative dimension in which person A is less or more intelligent than person B)
IQ tests are pragmatically oriented (determine the type of education a student should receive)
What are the three main types of IQ tests?
Binet approach: Developed by Alfred Binet and T. Simon in 1905 with the purpose of measuring individual differences in intellectual ability
Wechsler scales: Include verbal comprehension, perceptual reasoning, working memory, and processing speed
K-ABC: grounded in information processing conceptions of intelligence, examines broad cognitive abilities 
What is the average IQ?
The average IQ is 100 (50th percentile)
The average range is between the 25th and the 75th percentile
What are characteristics of a good psychometric test?
Reliability
Validity
What is reliability?
Reliability is whether the test gives repeatable scores (consistency of measurement)
What is validity and criterion validity?
Validity is whether a test measures what it claims to measure.
Criterion validity is the most common way of testing validity, where you find the external criteria of what you are testing and find a correlation between your test and the external criterion. Ex. the correlation between your test’s IQ scores and the actual academic achievement of the participants. IQ scores correlate 0.5 to 0.6 with school performance
What is the underlying structure of intelligence? Describe the three theories
Spearman’s two-factor theory involves general intelligence (“g”) which is part of all forms of intellect, and special intelligence (“s”) which is special abilities
Thurstone lists seven primary abilities: verbal comprehension, verbal fluency, number, spatial visualization, memory, reasoning and perceptual speed
The hierarchical model of intelligence divides general intelligence into subcategories, and those into more subcategories, each referring to specific abilities
How stable are intelligence tests?
Infant intelligence tests do not predict later IQ, however some research findings suggest that infant response to novelty is associated with later IQ scores
IQ scores become stable across childhood through to adulthood, and family studies and twin studies suggest that IQ is, in part, genetic
What is HOME?
The Home Observation for Measurement of the Environment scores correlated with IQ scores, and it looks at how family experiences and values can alter intelligence. Cross-cultural research suggests that family environment contributes to mathematics achievement in children. 
What are population differences that must be considered?
Ethnic differences in IQ have been consistently found
Within a group, variations exist
Environmental differences such as socio-economical, cultural and experiential differences must be considered
Motivation factors such as stereotype threat can affect performance (ex. women and math)
What are three early intervention programs and their effects?
(1) Project Head Start (2) Better Beginnings, Better Futures (3) Aboriginal Head Start. 
Effects: Immediate effects are greater than long-term effects, school performance impacted greater than general IQ
What are Ramey and Ramey’s six principles of successful intervention
Principle of developmental timing (earlier and longer are more successful)
Principle of program intensity (more intense are more effective)
Principle of direct provision of learning experiences (direct are more effective than indirect)
Principle of program breadth and flexibility (more comprehensive services and multiple routes are more effective than narrow focus)
Principle of individual differences
Principle of environmental maintenance of development (positive effects over time depend on adequate environmental supports)
What external factors can impact intellectual development?
Stage-environment  fit and cultural compatibility
What are evolutionary approaches?
These approaches focus on environment of evolutionary adaptiveness this environment produces
Describe biologically primary and secondary abilities
Biologically primary abilities are those that have evolved by natural selection to solve recurring problems, whereas secondary abilities are non-evolved abilities that appear in specific cultural contexts
What was Vygotsky’s point of view?
Children have two levels of development: actual/current, and that of potential development. He emphasized that adult assistance can enhance intellectual performance by closing the  zone of proximal development (the gap between actual and potential development). This is the focus of dynamic testing
What is Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences?
It suggests that certain forms of intelligence (ex musical) are not tapped by current IQ tests. Creativity and giftedness are often not captured through conventional IQ tests. Creativity involves the convergence of divergent thinking, personality and motivation
Chapter 11 - Language Development
What is language?
It is a complicated system of rules that allow us to communicate verbally
Why is language unlikely to be only a genetic process?
Productivity of language involves an infinite set of messages that are unlikely to be passed along via the genetic code
Adopted children do NOT speak the language of their biological parents
What is Skinner’s early learning approach?
That acquisition of language was a function of learning, a child is reinforced for imitation of adult speech and punished for poor language effort
What is Chomsky’s criticism of Skinner’s approach?
Children are not reinforced for speech accuracy, and they learn to speak well even when exposed to poor models of speech. Children emit novel sentences and the rules of grammar are too complex for simple learning processes
What is the nativist view (Chomsky)?
That there is a biological basis for language acquisition because language consists of a complicated set of rules and has two structures: the surface structure (the way words are combined, varies with culture) and deep structure (inborn rules of language, do not vary across culture)
What is a language acquisition device?
A brain mechanism that translates surface into deep structure
What are environmental/Leaning approaches
Cognitively oriented theories of learning that involve mothers (infant-directed speech) which is a special variation of language used by mothers to talk to their infants, consists of simplified phrases and changes in tone voice. Parents respond to ungrammatical speech with a variety of forms of feedback and instruction
What is the cognitive development model?
A child’s early knowledge and concepts play a role in language development
What is the socioculturalist theory?
Children are motivated to acquire language as a tool for communicating in their society/culture
What are the two things that phonology studies?
Phonetics (the study of the different speech sounds) and phonemics (focuses on the meaning of speech sounds)
What does speech perception require?
It requires that an infant be able to discriminate the boundaries of phoneme in order to perceive different words (“car” vs “core”). Infants are able to make difficult phonemic discriminations (the sounds of “r” and “l”)
What sounds do infants prefer?
They prefer the sound of their mother’s voice over other voices
What are two characteristics of infant directed speech (motherese)?
Mothers is also evident in deaf mothers of deaf infants (sign language)
It may assist the infant in learning to discriminate phonemic categories
What are the four steps of the developmental course of infant sound production?
Non speech (grunts, cries, whimpers, burps)
Cooing @ 2 months (one syllable vowel sounds such as “ah” “ooh”)
Reduplicated babbling @ 6 months (string of identical sounds “babababa”) consistent across cultures
Babbling sounds drift toward the language that the child hears
Describe gestures and nonverbal communications at 8-10 months vs 12 months
At 8-10 months, gestures communicate requests; infants use gestures toward their mother to ask for an object
At 12 months, gestures are used to refer to objects in the environment; infants may hold up an object to show parents, may offer the object to the parent, and may point toward the objects
What is semantics?
It is the study of how children acquire words and their meanings
What can children produce at 12 months (in terms of semantics)?
They can produce a one-word phrase (holophrastic period) and first words are usually familiar or important (food, toys, family members)
What can children produce by 18 months (in terms of semantics)?
Children can produce 50 words and understand about 100 words. They undergo naming explosion during which they begin to acquire words (labels) at a high rate. The referential style is labelling objects, the expressive style is labelling feelings and needs
What is overextension in early lexical development?
This occurs when children use labels they know for things they do not yet know (“dog” is used to label a cat or rabbit)
What is under extension in early lexical development?
This occurs when children fail to use labels they know for things for which the labels are appropriate
What is coining in early lexical development?
Children’s creation of new words to label objects or events for which the correct label is not known
What is syntactic bootstrapping?
It is the use of syntactic cues to infer word meanings
What is fast mapping?
It is the acquisition of word meaning after a brief exposure. Children are able to use constraints to rule out the false possibilities and then acquire word meanings quickly. This involves lexical contrast and mutual exclusivity
What is the contribution of parents in speech and learning?
Children can only learn words when their social environment provides them with sufficient information about what different words mean. Parents can facilitate children’s learning through implicit and explicit modelling
What is grammar?
It is the study of the structural properties of language
What are the three components of grammar?
Syntax (word order)
Inflection (aspect of grammar that involves word endings that modify meaning)
Intonation (can change meaning of verbal communication)
What is telegraphic speech?
Telegraphic speech leaves out unnecessary function words (in, with, the)
What is overregulization?
When you apply inflectional rules to irregular forms
What is semantic bootstrapping
Use of semantic cues to learn about grammar
What does Slobin suggest about language?
Slobin suggests that children have innate cognitive strategies that allow them to learn language quickly. This includes Language Making Capacity and Operating principles; pay attention to word order, avoid exceptions, pay attention to the endings of words
What is the competition model?
Children weight possible cues in terms of availability and reliability
What are expansions (environmental bases of language)?
These involve repeating speech in which errors are corrected and statements are elaborated (ex. “I gaved it to the dog” becomes “you gave it to the dog and then he ate it”)
What are recasts (environmental bases of language)?
Responses to speech in which the parent restates it using a different structure (ex. “Mouses ruined in hole, Mommy!” to “Didn’t those mice run into that hole!”)
What are clarifications?
Signal that the listener did not understand and that the child should try to communicate again
What is pragmatics?
Pragmatics refers to the social use of language?
What are speech acts (pragmatics)?
They are used to perform pragmatic functions such as requesting or complaining
What is discourse (pragmatics)?
It refers to language used in everyday conversations (requires social skills)
What is social referential communication (pragmatics)?
It is a form of communication in which a speaker sends a message that is comprehended by the listener
What is William’s syndrome (pragmatics)?
It is an uneven profile of cognitive abilities that consists of:
IQ well below average
Difficulty maintaining attention
Difficulty in spatial and numerical problem solving
Interest and skill in social stimuli and proficient in language skills
Chapter 12 - Early Social and Emotional Development
What is emotion?
It is an internal reaction or feeling that is positive or negative, emotions are expressed in facial reactions
What three emotions can babies indicate at birth?
Distress (by crying), Interest (by staring) and disgust to unpleasant tastes or odours
How do babies develop emotions from 10-12 weeks to 7 months?
At 10-12 weeks, pleasure is indicated by smiling, and at 7 months the facial expression of fear is evident in babies
What are babies capable of at 6 weeks of age versus 6 months in terms of interpreting emotions?
At 6 weeks babies can scan faces and habituation studies reveal that infants can detect the difference between a smiling face and a frowning face
At 6 months of age infants can imitate facial expressions of smiling which leads to social referencing
Describe primary and secondary emotions
Babies can display primary emotions (distress, interest, pleasure, sadness, anger, fear) but in the middle of the second year, they become more aware of themselves and recognize pictures of themselves or their reflection in a mirror and as this sense of self emerges, secondary emotions develop (embarassement, empathy, jealousy). And later they start comparing themselves to a standard and develop other secondary emotions such as shame, guilt and pride
What is socialization of emotions?
The emergence of emotions in infancy is guided primarily by biological processes, so it is universal across cultures, but even in early infancy this development is shaped by cultural practices. Modelling is another way in which emotions are socialized
Why do children learn to control and mask their affective displays?
To avoid negative outcomes
Protect self-esteem
Fit with norms and conventions
Out of a concern for others’ feelings and well-being
What do these masked feelings reveal about children?
That they are aware of emotional display rules (expectations or attitudes regarding the expression of affection)
What is interactional synchrony (face-to-face interactions)?
Mothers and infants engage in face-to-face interactions, interactional synchrony is when the mother learns to concentrate her interactions when the infant is paying attention to her and to withhold her interactions when the infant is in a period of inattention. They develop a “turn-taking” style.
What is temperament?
Early indicators of personality such as emotional expressiveness and responsiveness to stimulation
What are issues in temperament?
Twin studies suggest a strong genetic influence on temperament
The negative aspects of temperament appear to be relatively stable across time
Not all behaviours that reflect temperament are evident early in life
Describe an “easy” , “difficult” and “slow to warm up” baby in terms of temperament
An “easy” baby (40% of babies) has regular patterns of eating, sleeping and toileting; adapts to new situations and shows low intensity reactions
A “difficult” baby has less predictable schedules, withdraws from new situations, and reacts intensely to stimuli (10% of infants)
A “slow to warm up” baby adapts poorly to changing situations and is less active (15% of infants)
What determines the degree of influence of infant temperament on later development?
The goodness of fit
What does Robert Palomino’s EAS Model (temperament) consist of?
Emotionality (how quickly an infant becomes aroused and responds negatively to environmental situation)
Activity (infant’s tempo and energy use)
Sociability (infant’s preference for being with other people)
Shyness (infant’s response to unfamiliar persons)
What is Rothbart’s model of temperament?
Temperament reflects individual differences in reactivity (how easily and intensely an infant responds to stimulation) and self-regulation (infant’s inborn ability to increase or reduce the level of reactivity). This is an interactionist view
What do Thomas and Chess believe about temperament
Infants classified as difficult displayed more behaviour problems later on in childhood but not adulthood
What is a critique of this Thomas and Chess view
Other studies show correlations with difficult temperament and behavioural problems from childhood through adolescence and adulthood
What are possible explanations for the stability of difficult temperaments?
Poor child-caregiver relationships which lead to later behavioural problems
Parental attitudes, expectations and approaches may dictate child ratings
Difficult temperaments may have ethological advantages
What does Kagan argue?
Kagan argues for the concept of inhibition to classify infants. Inhibition refers to the tendency to react to unfamiliar events and people with timidity and avoidance.
What experiment did Kagan conduct?
Kagan examined how a group of 2 year olds reacted to a strange laboratory setting. He selected those children who were most and least avoidant. Inhibited children showed evidence of greater fear (ex. fear of the dark) when studied 6 years later
What are the 4 phases of attachment?
Phase 1 (Birth - 2 months)
Infants emit behaviours such as crying and smiling to many people (indsicriminant social responding) and mother quickly learns to recognize her infant and bond to that infant
Phase 2 (2-7 months)
Infant focuses attention on the mother
Phase 3 (8-24 months)
Fear emerges as a dominant emotion and is expressed in the absence of the mother
Phase 4 (3 years and on)
The child is better able to modulate own reactions and responses, so has decreasing need to seek proximity with their attachment figures
What is the Mary Ainsworth Strange Situation procedure?
It assesses the reactivity of the child to a situation involving the introduction of a stranger and a separation of the mother from the child
This procedure is limited in sampling time and restricts the mother to a limited style
What four attachment patterns does the Ainsworth procedure suggest?
Securely attached (65%) distressed when their mother leaves, but are happy when she returns
Insecure-avoidant (20%) show little distress at separation and avoid the mother when she returns
Insecure-resistant (15%) distressed throughout the procedure but particularly during separation
Insecure-disorganized/disoriented - displayed an unpredictable, distressed response to separation from and reunion with the mother
What variables are associated with attachment patterns?
The kind of care the child receives from his/her caregiver, in part predicts the security of the relationship
Adults’ memories and experiences of their childhood attachment patterns impacts their later attachment patterns
Infant temperament has been associated with attachment relationships
What are the consequences of attachment?
Securely attached infants are more likely to develop greater cognitive and social competence and are less likely to develop emotional and behavioural problems
What is the Attachment Q-Set?
Trained observers code the interactions of mother and child in the home setting
What are the effects of early daycare?
Recent research evidence does NOT indicate negative effect of early daycare on attachment
An insensitive mother will be more likely to have an insecurely attached infant when the daycare centre also doesn’t provide a high level of care, if the child spends a great deal of time in the daycare, or if the child has had many different daycare arrangements
What are the effects of abuse and chronic hospitalization?
Abuse may result in lack of secure attachment and further has negative side effects on social and cognitive development
Chronic hospitalization has been associated with adverse outcomes
What does persistent crying mean?
While majority of infants who display persistent crying are healthy and are not in distress, it can have negative effects on parents
What is Shaken Baby Syndrome (SBS)?
Parents are frustrated with persistent crying and shakes infant, it can result in severe brain injury and lifelong neurological damage, in 25% of cases, brain injury is fatal. It affects 25-31 out of 100,000 infants under 1 year old
the PURPLE project stresses that persistent crying is normal and helps parents to understand and cope with persistent crying
Chapter 13 - Development and The Self
What are two ways that the self can be defined
Existential self (“I”) - subjective aspect of existence including personal identity, personal agency and continued existence across time
Categorical self (“Me”) - objective understanding of one’s personal experiences (physical appearance, personality traits, and cognitive abilities)
What three processes are interrelated to produce the self?
Self-knowledge - children’s knowledge of themselves
Self-evaluation - children’s opinion of their abilities
Self-regulation - self control
What are the cognitive-developmental approaches to the self (2)?
Information processing mode;s suggest a self-schema: an internal cognitive portrait of the self used to organize information about the self
Selman’s stages of self-awareness suggest the infant’s awareness of the only physical self gradually develops into greater understanding of different features of the self
What are the environmental/learning approaches on the self?
Self evolves from self-efficacy and self-regulation
What are the evolutionary and biological approaches on the self?
Bowlby’s attachment theory suggests that responsive care-giving can influence self-development
What are the sociocultural approaches on the self?
The self-develops through a participation in cultural practiecs, customs and institutions
What are examples of perception in terms of self-knowledge?
Infants can imitate adult facial expressions
Infants perceive their own motors control
Visual self-recognition is evident at 24 months (recognize own image in a mirror, can understand that a spot on the forehead relates to them)
What is personal agency?
When the child understands that he/she can have an impact on the world
What is synchronic imitation
Two proverbial children play with toys in a coordinated fashion
Two-year-olds are able to react to the distress of others and this ability relates to their visual self-recognition
Describe the focus of self description in the preoperational, concrete operational and formal operational stages
Pre operational: physical characteristics, possessions, preferences (ex. I have freckles, my cat is white)
Concrete operational: behavioural traits and abilities, emotions, category membership (ex. I’m a good singer, I’m a happy kid)
Formal operational: attitudes, personality attributes (sometimes opposing or associated with different roles), beliefs (ex. I’m patriotic, I can be persuasive, I’m not a quitter)
What is self esteem?
Children’s views of themselves: cognitive judgement of ability and talent as well as affective reactions (shame, pride)
What are two views of self-esteem?
Looking glass self - our self esteem is a reflection of how others view us
Competence view - self esteem is a combination of what we would like to achieve and our confidence in achievement
What is Harter’s questionnaire?
It is a questionnaire of self-evaluation in 5 domains (school competence, athletic competence, social competence, behavioural conduct, physical appearance) to provide an overall assessment of self-esteem
How does self-esteem develop through childhood through adolescence?
Self-esteem scores are relatively stable during childhood
At age 11 or 12, scores can dip which may reflect a number of issues such as ; development of excessive self-consciousness, biological changes during puberty, moving from one school to another can lower self-esteem
What are some gender differences in self esteem?
Greater variability in girls, who feel more positively in the conduct domain but more negatively in the domains of physical appearance and athletic competence. In middle to late childhood, boys report higher global self-worth than girls.
What is academic self-concept?
The part of self esteem involving children’s perceptions of their academic abilities. Academic self-concept influences academic achievement
What factors relate to the formation of academic concept?
Achievement motivation and attribution (mastery vs helpless pattern, feedback in response to their performance
Social comparisons
Parenting styles
What is the emergence of self control?
When children learn how to control their behaviours 
Ex. avoid dangerous objects, wait for gratification, change non-effective strategies
What is a common to most theories about self-regulation?
That at first children are externally controlled and that control becomes internalized over time
What is compliance?
Going along with requests or adopting standards of behaviour
What are two types of compliance?
Committed compliance is when a child embraces the caregiver’s agenda and internalizes his/her instruction
Situational compliance is when the child cooperates, but does not involve any behavioural change in the child (often temporary)
What does resistance to temptation examine?
It examines how long children will resist a command to avoid a forbidden toy
How do you test delay of gratification?
Give the child two choices: small reward that is available now, larger reward that is available later
Chapter 14 - Moral Development
What is morality?
Morality involves issues of right and wrong
What is the difference between moral rules and social conventions?
Moral rules are broad issues of fairness and justice while social conventions are rules used by society to maintain order
What are the two components of morality?
Thought processes that underlie morality are assessed in moral reasoning studies
Behaviours governed by morality are assessed in studies of moral conduct
Describe Piaget’s stage theory of moral development
Stage 1 (2-4 years): Children have no true conception of morality
Stage 2 (5-7 years): Children understand and use rules, but are not flexible in rule use (stage of moral realism) This consists of objective responsibility (children evaluate moral situations on the basis of amount of damage) and immanent justice (inherent justice)
Stage 3 (8-11 years): Children realize that rules are conventions and can be altered, children in this stage now consider intention in their evaluations of morality (stage of moral relativism)
Stage 4: Children develop rules as needed and extend moral reasoning beyond their personal level
Why does moral reasoning develop?
It develops as a result of the development of the cognitive structures of the child
What are Kohlberg’s three levels of reasoning?
Pre conventional: a person must meet his/her own needs
Conventional: social systems must be based on laws and regulations
Post conventional: the value, dignity and rights of each person must be maintained
What are the critiques of Kohlberg’s model?
Although the invariant sequence is generally supported, there is a cultural critique of the universality of the stages and applicability of some moral dilemmas (different dilemmas will have different results in different cultures). There is also a gender critique of girls being brought up with a  “care” mentality and boys being brought up with a “justice” mentality
What is Turiel’s model of moral development?
Turiel suggests that children’s moral reasoning involves different domains: the moral domain is concerned with people’s rights and welfare (prohibitions against lying, cheating, stealing) and the societal domain involves rules that guide social relations (being polite, wearing appropriate clothing) 
What is the evolutionary approach to moral development?
The evolutionary view focuses on processes that promote survival and reproduction. Focus on altruism
What is altruism and how does it play into the evolutionary view?
Altruism is behaviours that benefit another but may cost the person. In kin selection a person will act to aid persons who share their genes (mother is more likely to act to save her child than her husband, her child has more of her genes). Reciprocal altruism is when members of a group reciprocate in their altruism so that all members are more likely to survive and pass on their genes
What is a big focus in the evolutionary approach to moral development?
Aggression
What is aggression?
Aggression is the INTENT TO HARM. It is the opposite of prosocial behaviour
It is involved in defending the nest against intruders and defending valuable territory and can lead to dominance hiararchies. The evolutionary view is that aggression is an inevitable part of human nature
What is the environmental/learning approach to moral development?
Reinforcement and observational processes are involved in moral development, as children develop they internalize what they have learned to regulate their own behaviour
What is the sociocultural approach to moral development?
Moral development is a process of socialization, through interactions with family and cultural institutions, children are assisted by other people in structuring and interpreting situations for themselves 
What is the effect of peer interactions on moral development?
Peer interactions force children to wrestle with moral issues, interaction with a peer whose level of moral reasoning is higher (usually by one level) can improve moral reasoning in a child. Social learning theory suggests that moral reasoning can be influenced by modelling and imitation
What are three parental disciplinary practices?
Power assertions (commands, threats, physical force)
Love withdrawal (disapproval and withholding affection)
Induction (reasoning with the child to explain why certain behaviours are prohibited)
How do these parenting practices affect moral reasoning?
The induction approach leads to higher moral reasoning, power assertion leads to lower levels of moral reasoning
What is prosocial behaviour?
Prosocial behaviours are socially desirable and include helping, sharing and conflict resolution. Moral emotions such as empathy and sympathy are the roots of prosocial behaviours
What are Hoffman’s six stages of empathy?
Stage 1: Global empathic distress (If I’m a baby and I hear crying I will cry even though I don’t understand why but it upsets me)
Stage 2: Egocentric empathic distress (Someone else is crying and you are crying because its making you feel bad. It has a bad impact on me so I’m going to cry about it)
Stage 3: Quasi-egocentric empathic distress (I see someone else cry. When I cry, a hug from my mom helps so I will bring person to their mom because that works for me, regardless of that persons feelings)
Stage 4: Verdical empathy (We realize that others feel different from us and we have empathy beyond the situation)
Stage 5: Empathic distress beyond the situation (happy person who is terminally ill)
Stage 6: Empathy for distressed groups (Expand to bigger groups and how we can develop empathy not just one person but for bigger groups of individuals)
What are three aspects of developing prosocial behaviour?
Helping (toddlers comfort those in distress, this increases with age)
Sharing (emerges by end of first year, children are more likely to share with friends and those who have given them help in the past)
Conflict resolution (from coercion to negotiation, resolve conflict both verbally and non verbally)
What are the four determinants of prosocial behaviour?
biology (genes)
affect (empathetic distress)
cognition (prosocial reasoning, and children’s mental state understanding)
socialization (parents contribute to prosocial behaviour through providing social opportunities to practice, communicating prosocial views using inductive techniques, modelling and reinforcing prosocial behaviours)
What are the three types of aggression and their subdivisions?
Each one can be categorized into Direct and Indirect:
Physical
Verbal
Relational (manipulating the situation) (more typical to girls)
What are the biological determinants of aggression?
Levels of testosterone
Genetically mediated
Related to early difficult temperament
What are the social determinants of aggression?
Family processes and peer interactions
TV and video game violence
Violent environments
What are the cognitive and affective influences on aggression?
Development of social cognition and empathy heavily influences the development of aggression
What is catharsis?
The belief that aggression can be reduced by viewing aggression or by engaging in high-energy activities
What are other methods of controlling aggression(3)?
Targeting parents’ child-rearing methods
Teaching children problem-solving strategies, empathy and perspective taking and rethinking the attributions they make of others
Education
What are the 5 steps of aggressive behaviour?
Encoding, Interpretation, Response search, Response decision, Enactment
In which step is controlling aggression most effective?
Interpretation
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