Outline 4: Middle Bronze Age Crete: the Minoans, Thera
Wednesday, January 18, 2017

Reading: C/F 32-33, 48-51

Ε ε Epsilon is for Europa (painting: Europa sitting on a white bull, Eros god of love in top right)
Effects of coming of Indo-Europeans
· mainland (MH)
Brought with them, the horse (gave rise to the myth of centaurs)
Caused a change in language (they spoke an early version of Greek, introduced this to the Hellenes)
Change in architecture: curved end in houses
Change in burials: Cist graves (inhumation, individual burials, found the settlements, grave goods, objects left in the grave with the body)
Change in pottery: introduction of the potter’s wheel, new shapes, 2 types, minyan ware, matt painted ware (pots made on the wheel are being painted in a dull black pattern) p.35
Things regressed on the mainland with the coming of all these new people
· Cyclades (MC): no regression or progression 
· Crete (MM): lots of progression, lots of people didn’t flood into Crete like in the  other locations! Roads connected locations in Crete
Middle Bronze Age (Minoan) Crete
· Homer (C/F quotation p. 50), gives us the location of Crete, tells us it is well developed, type of monarchy government
King Minos myth
· Zeus & Europa: Europa was a princess, she was having fun with her friends, Zeus disguised as a bull, Europa liked animals she rode on the bull, crossed the see and lands in Crete, gives birth to three sons in Crete, one of which are Minos, two brothers divided up while Minos takes central Crete and becomes king
· Phoenicia to Crete
· Pasiphae, wife of King Minos, god of love forces Pasiphae to love the white bull, calls upon Daedalus to make a fake cow, she climbs in, mates with bull, gives birth to a minotaur.
· Minotaur & labyrinth: had to make sacrifices to the minotaur, found in labyrinth, eventually hero Theseus kills the minotaur, is given thread to be able to find his way out of the labyrinth 
· Theseus & Ariadne:
MBA Crete
Sir Arthur Evans: found the palace of king Minos, found a stone thrown (small thrown, maybe not for a man?)  with benches on either sides
What convinced Evans that he had found the palace of Minos? Knossos palace of Minos
· Throne, small throne 
· labyrinth of Daedalus: built by Daedalus to house the minotaur
· “labrys”: double axe, found a bunch of double axes on display, makes him connect “labrys” to labyrinth
· Aghia Triadha sarcophagus: images on the walls result in double axes being connected to religion, people think they might have been used to sacrifice animals during religious ceremonies (C/F p. 48 and 49)
· bulls:  stone rhyton found, horns of consecration, fresco, figurine (C/F p. 50)
· bull leaping, palace was full of decorations of bulls leaping (paintings, figurines, etc) Evan thought this had to do with the sacrifices to the minotaur (C/F p. 50-51)
· What Evan didn’t know is that bull leaping decorations could be found in many other places, such as Asia minor, Egypt, mainland Hellas (not unique to the Minoans on Crete, he found no pictures of any king, most pictures were all women, so there is doubt of it being King Minos’ actual palace

Common Features of Minoan ‘Palaces’
· complex plan
· huge central courtyard 
· ashlar masonry, cut stones, nicely finished right angles
· multi-storey (C/F p. 51)
· storage area (called storage magazines): cists, pithoi (huge jars, used to store liquids) religious area??
· theatral areas: suggests that plays took place here (but no real evidence of this, could also have been used as a market place)
· no defences: no fortification
Features of Minoan Architecture
· lots of horns of consecration 
· inverted pillars (wide at the top instead of bottom)
· monumental staircases
· light wells (openings all the way down and on every floor to allow light to reach every floor)
· sophisticated water management: had drains to remove rain water and stop floods, bath tub, first ever toilets (whole in the floors, would get washed away underneath)
Centres of
· redistributive economy: raw materials such as agricultural products and metals such as gold and silver are brought into the palace, raw materials used to manufacture items
· administration: administration means you must have a means of writing! Phaistos disk: first printed document! Pressed on to the wet clay, 45 symbols, unique (only one has been found, people think it might be a fake). Linear A: other form of writing we found, written on chunks of clay in lines, on one side of clay tablets, not both, inscribed by a sharp instrument, contains 90 symbols, language is not decoded but we know it is not a form of Greek.
· religion: seems to be connected to agriculture as storage area of agricultural products have a religious importance, but who is the God? 
·  Who is the divinity?: snake goddess, female, snakes found on the ground, represents the Earth (C/F p. 34 and p. 48); 
·  peak sanctuary, found on mountain tops, place of religious ceremonies and rituals, 3 altars(C/F p. 34 and 48)
· government: who ruled Knossos? Who were all the benches for, maybe some sort of council? But we really do not know the actual answer.
· Industry: very highly decorated fancy pots, often decorated with scenes of marine life, contains amber (orange beads) found in northern Europe, no Gold on Crete so it probably comes from Egypt, this tells us there was some sort of mass trade happening! Harvesters vase
Egypt: Keftiu (C/F p. 46-47),” ox hide” copper ingot, gold rhytons
Thalassocracy of Minos: Thucydides was the second great Greek historian, first historian to record history in chronological order. He claims that King Minos had a Thalassocracy (a navy) was able to become lord of the Cyclades Islands and travel from island to island, 1.4 (quotation C/F p.35)
Cyclades: Thera: middle bronze age town/Santorini: volcanic eruption in the middle of the Aegean sea, people were able to escape Thera, because no valuable or people remains were found under the ash(C/F p. 32-3)  
Akrotiri (name of the excavation site on Thera)
· housing
· frescoes
· clothing: fancy decorated clothes, the idea of exposed breasts
· eruption: scientific evidence has shown that the eruption occurred in early summer around 1660-1613 BCE, originally thought the eruptions caused the decline in civilization but in reality there civilization survived for another few hundred years
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minoans: 1st civilized Europeans! Not the first civilized Greeks because their language was still not Greek, but they did have all the aspects of civilization! 

Classics Museum Replicas: Phaistos Disk, snake goddess, Harvesters’ Vase (one man has fallen down - can you find him?)
Images: double axe (C/F p. 48 and 49), bull leaping C/F p. 50), snake goddess (C/F p. 34 and p. 48), peak sanctuary rhyton (C/F p. 34 and 48), Keftiu (C/F p. 46-47), Thera frescoes (C/F p. 32-33). Plan of Knossos (attached below)

Words to Remember:
People: Lapiths, Minos, Europa, Zeus, Minos, Pasiphae, Daedalus, Theseus, Ariadne, Evans, Thucydides
Places: Knossos, Crete, Thera, Akrotiri
Terms: Minoan, labyrinth, labrys, double axe, larnax, sarcophagus, fresco, inverted column, light well, horns of consecration, Phaistos disk, Linear A, peak sanctuary, rhyton

Think About It!
1. Why did Evans call the Middle Bronze Age inhabitants of Crete ‘Minoan’? (at least 4 reasons)
2. How did the Minoans influence the culture on Thera?
3. What features do Minoan palaces have in common?
4. What evidence do we have of Minoan contact with Egypt?

Fun Stuff
Bull Leaping: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1L-8xLI_5c

Documentary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXjbvB4w_no (100 minutes)




Plan of Knossos
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