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Technology Lecture 2

Exam information
· Midterm will be multiple choices

Facebook discussion
· Facebook: will be listed on the stock exchange
· Will become a publicly traded company 
· Company that doesn’t actually create anything
· User generated content: we create the value
· Economic value is driven in what it does as a social network site
· Users make the money- what we post
· When you post a picture – Facebook owns that picture
· Own your content you post
· You can only deactivate your own- because they own your account
· Facebook is competing with Google

Apple and Google discussion
· We are attuned to the billionaires who own these companies
· Less inclined to think of what these companies are producing
· What they are producing is effecting our lives is positive or negative
· Being seen with these technologies- status


Focus of this course
· Role of technology plays in society
· Focus of this course is ICT
· We are all users of technology
· Something that we are engaged in everyday – ICT, traditional media ( were once the primary source of information),
· Technology has become more diversified
· Even more narrow- because of the internet
· We all have been frustrated by technology- system goes down, interact with comp that is not working, phone- being disconnected
· Tendency for these frustrations to blame ourselves – menu of choices
· Sometimes the tech we are relying on is poor developed or designed—too completed
· Shifting our thinking of our sense of our awe with technology ----the future
· Reflection of how much we are with it or not
· Passive relationship with technology
· We need to take an active approach – it is their to serve our interests and it is to help me (Activist approach)
· That technology is a problem (active) and what is wrong with me (passive)

Ask questions about the role of technology in our lives
· Technology was supposed to improve our lives
· Technology has made us more productive (the question has it)
· Recognition, the same technology can have different effects in another context- no longer limited to affluent societies (western)
· Demographic 
· Cellphones in third world nations
· Ghana- introduction of mobile technology had a different consequence then say Canada. Mobile phones were much cheaper then house phones. Ghana people didn’t have home phones.
· Are we control of technology or is technology control of us?
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1. Challenge our compliancy about the role of technology
· Use of and emergence of new technology
· We see technology as good and beneficial
· Never ask questions about the utility and etx
· Belief: Progress- continually involving for the better
· Tend to think of the future in terms if progress
· We position ourselves has passive recipients of technology
· Respond to technology as we would respond to weather
· Position ourselves to receive it 
· We adapt to new technology
· This is problematic
· We are the originators of technology- different from the weather 
· We should not respond passively to technology
· The idea that we have to use it or that I have no choice is an out come of compliancy as opposed to engagement 
· The full potential of internet is largely squandered by us 
· We need to use the internet more effective and have more significant outcomes – we are just playing games, chatting, shopping
· We shouldn’t be compliancy because we can do more globally, for our planet, to be more effective, 
· Used for convenience and amusement – that is what technology is being used for 

2. To improve it usefulness
· Inhibiting tendency to be more effective 
· Engage in technology actively – recognizing what it does well and what it does not do well- ability to respond to this constructively 
· Inviting opportunities for improving

3. Enhance our awareness of how we use or rely on technology
· Enables on ability to reflect on technology
· Role is plays and fulfills in our lives
· Over reliance- give up too much of ourselves to the technology, 
· Lose the capacity to think for ourselves

4. To get our head outside the box of popular messaging
· Bombarded by messages about how important technology is – in every setting 
· Advertising, consumerism, 
· So pervasive that we are not aware that is out their – unaware like we don’t speak an accent 
· Subjected to one stream of characterization of technology
· Need to be more free to other streams 


Technology purposes:
· Save you time 
· Save you money
· Be more creative
· Stay connected- popular messaging 
· Progress messaging
· Conspicuous consumption- buying things that people can see you in- car you drive – play on our desire 
· Attractiveness/ sexiness
· Convenience 
· ICT enable advertising 
· Advertising is based on consumption


ICT is seeing, in two ways: 
1. Traditional media (news media)
2. Social media (Contrempary ICT- mobile, internet, electronic media)

· The distinction between the two: is that traditional is a one way form of communication and Social media is a two way form of communication
· Social revolution is this interactive capacity that has been enabled by these new modern ict
· The potential for us to have a global dialogue
· Example of not taking advantage of our global communication: Climate change: global level- if I don’t do it someone else will do it. We know have a lack of responsibility because of the global communication- great rational for the status quo
· Enables global communication 
· 
 This course is about the:
· Sociology of technology
· Sociology is trying to understand what impact work, religion and technology shape our social reality
· How technology shapes our social reality and how we see the world
· What are the impacts of texting vs. phone calls?- is an example
· Question: how technology shapes us 
· Recognition that social relationships are complex
· Complexities: we can draw more meaningful conclusions and understanding with depth
· Depth can lead you to better outcomes
· Struggle with this issue with technology 
·  




