Sources of Theology (Class One)
What do you think are the sources of theology? (Class Discussion) 
· Experience (can be dangerous, are they according to the church or group that I belong to?)
· Scripture
· Doubt/anxiety of the human being, the ambition to understand things better 
· Traditions!!
· Healthy tradition (logo tradition: putting money in a casket…not healthy?)
· The scripture (the bible) …what so special about it?
· It has morals in it 
· Some believe that it tells the story of god 
· The holy spirt will work only if you read the book?
· 
· Stories that have been told, the writings of theologies or story’s that shape our culture
· Theologies influence other theologies
· Authority figures= father 

How Christianity is divided (3 churches):
· tradition churches
· historical churches
· evangelical churches

The Bible:
· the bible is not one book (different for each church)
· it is a collection of books
· the bible is divided into two major parts:
1. the old testament 
2. the new testament 

The old testament: (39-46 or 50 books)
· everything before the birth of Jesus 
· the creation of the world
· the Jewish history 
· the prophecies of Jesus 
· poetry/prays 
· All written before Jesus came.
· 1400-80 B.C.
· “Testament” means “covenant or agreement”
· The Old Covenant is an agreement that God made with the nation of Israel
· The Old Testament was written in Hebrew – the language of Israel, by many writers
· 
The New Testament:
· The analogy and the arrive of Jesus

New Testament Content:
· 27 “books” (incl. many letters)
· All originally written in Greek
· Later translations: Latin, etc.

Composition History:
· Jesus’ Life/Death/Resurr. (ca. 30)
· Apostolic Preaching: Oral Traditions
· Early Written Sources (30’s? 50’s?)
· Letters/Epistles (50’s – 110’s?)
· Full Gospels (late 60’s – 90’s?)
· Collections (1st – 3rd Cent.)
· Canonization (late 4th Cent.)


New Testament Structure and Genres:
· Four “Gospels” (Euangelion, lit. “good news”)
· Canonical Order: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John (but Mark is oldest)
· The four gospels have different perceptions, yet still VERY similar 
· Gospel of john, different= Jesus existed before he was in the body, and he was with god… he and god are one, he existed with god
· One “Acts” of the Apostles
· Vol. 2 of Luke’s work (traveling companion of Paul?)
· Twenty-One “Letters” or “Epistles”
· “Pauline Letters” – attributed to Paul of Tarsus
· Named after Communities & Individuals TO WHOM written 
· Hebrews – vaguely Pauline; not really a “letter” but a sermon
· “Epistles” – attribute to other apostles
· James; 1 Peter; 2 Peter; 1 John; 2 John; 3 John; Jude
· One “Apocalypse” = Book of Revelation (singular!)

Non-Canonical Christian Writings:
· “Apocryphal” works – not accepted into NT Canon
· Why not? – written later; different theology; used by heretical groups?
· More “Gospels”:  Gosp. of Thomas, of Peter, of Judas, etc.
· More “Acts”:  Acts of Paul, of Peter, of Thomas, etc.
· More “Apocalypses”:  Apoc. of John, of Peter, etc.
· “Patristic” works – also not in NT, but different reasons (Tradition)
· Why not? – not “apostolic” (i.e., written later, but theology acceptable)
· More “Letters/Epistles”:  by Barnabas, Clement, Ignatius of Antioch, etc.
· More “Homilies/Sermons”:  by later bishops & teachers
· Other Genres:  Biblical commentaries; theological treatises; etc.
· 4th & 5th Cent. “Creeds”:  summary statements of Christian beliefs




Tradition:
· Tradition is the source of all doctrine and practice in the Church. 
· It is not a stagnant collection of historical customs, but an organic community guided by the Holy Spirit in the world. According to George S. Bebis, it is “the very life of the Holy Trinity as it has been revealed by Christ Himself and testified by the Holy Sprit.”
· Tradition is both a heavenly and earthly institution.  
· As it exists in history, it is possible for change to occur within the tradition to adapt to historical settings.  Basic dogma and faith does not change, but how it is expressed can change.  
· Tradition has its roots in Holy Scripture.  
· The Church acknowledges both the temporal and eternal aspect of Scripture; it is seen not only as the revealed word of God, but also as a work of “cooperation” between man and the Holy Spirit.
· Tradition includes also the Apostolic Tradition, or the teachings and writings of the Apostles, and the Patristic Tradition, the commentaries and writings of the Early Church Fathers which are considered to be faithful continuations of the earlier Apostolic Faith.  It also includes the Ecumenical Councils and the Eucharist, or celebration of communion.
	
The Dogmatic Tradition:
· The Dogmatic Tradition is the most important aspect of the Tradition.  It expresses the basic truths or dogmas of the Faith.  Generally, the term doctrine refers to the articulations of dogma that may take many forms.  
· Composed of:
· Holy Scripture
· The Church Fathers
· The Councils
· The Nicean Creed
· The Divine Liturgy
· The Church Canons
· Christian Sacred Art (includes Iconography, Architecture, etc..)

The Church Fathers or the Doctors of the Church
· The Church Fathers are those theologians and writers who fulfill the truth of the Gospels and defend it from falsehood.  They include Ignatius of Antioch, Clement of Alexandria, Basil the Great, Augustine, John Chrysostom, Gregory the Theologian, Gregory of Nyssa, Maximus the Confessor and John of Damascus (1st – 7th century) and “newer” fathers such as: 
· Thomas Aquinas (13th century - West) &
· Gregory Palamas (13th century - East)

The Ecumenical Councils of the Church:
· The Ecumenical Councils were communal meetings of church leaders that led to the establishment of Orthodox doctrine.  The Orthodox Church acknowledges 7 as being ecumenical, or universal:
· The first council of Nicaea (325)
· The first council of Constantinople (381)
· The council of Ephesus (431)
· The council of Chalcedon (451)
· The second council of Constantinople (553)
· The third council of Constantinople (681)
· The second council of Nicaea (787)
The Church Tradition also includes other councils in the East and in the West that do not represent the united Christian Church as it was prior to the schism in 1054; these councils are therefore not considered to be ecumenical.	

The Nicaean Creed
· The Nicaean Creed is the fundamental formulation of Christian teaching and was first spread at the Council of Nicaea in 325; it was later edited and completed at the council of Constantinople in 381.  
· The Nicaean Creed reads:
· I believe in One God, Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
· And in One Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages. Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one essence with the Father, through whom all things were made. 
· For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became Man. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and He suffered and was buried. 
· On the third day He rose according to the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
· He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will have no end. 
· And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father, who together with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who spoke through the prophets. 
· In one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
· I expect the resurrection of the dead; and the life of the age to come. 
· Amen." 

The Mass/Liturgy:
· The Mass/Liturgy is a service held every Sunday, and at various other times, that culminates in the celebration of the Eucharist, or sacrament of Holy Communion.
· It has scriptural roots and expresses the faith and teachings of the Church.
· It is also characterized by a focus on the Resurrection and by a poetical element.

Iconography and Church Architecture:
· The teaching of the church is also expressed by the iconography and architecture of the churches 











Revelation:
· Revelation through visions, dreams, etc.: 
· Genesis 15 – Abraham; Genesis 46: 2-5 Jacob); Isaiah 6: 1;
· Jeremiah 1; Matthew 1-2; Acts 9: 3-19.
· Revelation through the Prophets 
· through Historical Events 
· through Signs and Wonders e.g.: Moses (Exodus 4) 
· through Nature (Job 38: 4) 
· through Angels (Luke) 
· through God’s Word 
· through the Incarnation/through miracles (Luke 5:1-8) 
· Experience (subjectivity)
· Culture and Context
· Reason (there are aspects that cannot be reduces or totally reduced to or understood by reason: ex. love, mystical experience)

Faith: What is Faith?
· Pistis gr. - faith means trust, confidence, assurance, and belief
· Trusting God – (OT Abraham)
· Crowds around Jesus Christ (described as having faith)
· Christ: “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” 
· “With God all things are possible.” (Matthew 19:26)
· “You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?” (James 2:19-20).
· “I believe” – “I know”
· Reason can’t prove the existence of God conclusively
· “Faith is beyond reason but not contrary to reason” (John Paul II)
· “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1)


His life
His teachings 
His miracles
The death and resurrection 

First Article:
· he was a baptism (change the bible in different languages)
· first he says it’s a revelation book, god reveals himself t the writers
· second he says that the bible was his spark (inspiration) 
· then he speaks in general about authority 
· corosaity: authority from police, parents (enforce their decisions)
· compitaty authority: first had experience
· … different types of authority 
· he says that, describes the scolory discussions 
· the bible doesn’t have impose with power, “if you don’t read you will die” … no but it has a competing authority 
· authentic authority the bible 
· god reveals himself in Jesus Christ 

What is Theology (First Article) 
· theology means= “thinking about God” … studying the sources of Christian beliefs like the bible and the Creeds, exploring the meaning of Christianity 
· old testament= the most fundamental law was “to love the lord your god with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength… and Jesus added with all your mind 
· the bible was written in Hebrew and Greek (translation was needed)
· in the bible there is= a great diversity of literature, such as, history and law, poetry and legends, statistics, and mythology, teaching and advice. 
· Heart of Christianity= is the claim that god has revealed his personality to use in the language of a human life: the life, the death and the resurrection of the historical person Jesus 
· According to the Orthodox tradition= a theologian is essentially a person of deep prayer and spirituality 
· The study of history, present and past 

Toward a Definition of the Authority of the Bible (Second Article)
· The bible is the word of god 
· Types of authority:
1. Coercive authority= is the kind exercised by the state, the police, the administration, the parent- any person on group having the power to enforce their decisions and to punish those who do not bow to them 
2. Compelling authority= superior knowledge or firsthand experience, it is the authority of the expert, the professional, the participant, the eyewitness. Example, traditions, rituals, mores and custom honored and practiced in the group to which one belongs. Over a period of time these traditions and rituals exercise authority over the members of the group and they are rarely challenged since they have shown themselves to be useful and beneficial 
3. Persuasive authority= manifest itself in logic, rational arguments, inferences, analogies, deductions and so forth. It is not automatically taken for granted but must persuade that it has validity 
4. Authentic authority=is inherent, autogenously, self-authenticating 
· It is impossible to define the author of the bible as coercive 
· The modern mind cannot be forced to believe 
· Tradition was not seen as a frozen, concrete, rigid, unchangeable mass but as a living force, taking new forms, providing new clues for the solutions to new problems, fresh answers to different questions 
· Now we look at the bible in THREE ways (Karl Barth)
1. The revelation given to prophets and apostles and its culmination in Jesus Christ 
2. The proclaimed word of god in the preaching of the church 
3. The written record of the proclamation, the bible itself. 
· THREE types of events in the bible:
1. Immanental, in which god is said to be acting but which are matters that take place “under normal human and historical causation” 
2. Transcendental, such as miracles (ex: stories having to do with splitting of the waters of the sea into a path with two walls of water 
3. Nonevents, legends with no basis in history (ex: a flood which destroyed all human life, Jonah and the fish)
· The first paradigmatic event in the bible, the creation of the world and mankind 
· The use of the bible in the church:
1. The bible cannot be rightly read and understood without FAITH on the part of the reader
2. The bible must be read and understood in the context of the community of faith, THE CHURCH
3. Still another indispensable factor is the presence and activity of THE SPIRT 
· The bible is not coercive authority or persuasive 
· BUT we can speak of the compelling authority of the bible, listening to those who have had experience in spiritual matter, we recognize the validity and hence the authority of their experience.
· Christian= we are bound to recognize the special role of the first witnesses

mid term: 
· don’t need to know which article are in the bible, need to know the bible is divided into old and new
· old- Jewish history and the birth of Jesus Christ 
· new- life, death and resurrection and miracles of Jesus Christ, because Christian is based on all of this 
· we have FOUR gospels that describe the life, miracle, his sayings/ words. His death and resurrections (in the new testament) 
· in the new testament we have FOUR gospels 
· we spoke about the vulgate- the Latin version 
· old testament, translated into TWO translations- septwagenya (Greek) 
· READING: bible doesn’t not have a concetive authority, it has a competing, authentic, the authority that god reveals himself to Jesus Christ (from brachers there are THREE authority’s) 
· READING: Explain what tradition is? (midterm, 1-2 sentences)
· Tradition includes written documents of the majestarito, 
· Patictis written, a whole collection of evidence of tradition… 
Two main sources 
1. The bible 
2. Traditions 
· 

Class Two: The Creation Genesis 1-3
· Describing the first book in the bible (Genesis) 
· The first book in the old testament is genesis (which means: the beginning of the world) 
· The author is Mosses (they said he wrote the book)
· We will study the first 3 chapters 

Revised Standard Version:
· The “…..........” means that it starts the creation of man 
· God created everything out of nothing!! (BARRA- means something that was created out of nothing, singular, ONE person)
· We cant compare Genesis book to science because its a theological book (mystical, spiritule book) 
· The last book in the bible was written in the 1st century

Understanding the verse:
· In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth 
· At the start...
· ELOHIM= god...in plurle, speaks about one, the FIRST forshaddowing
· The first heaven is known as the spirits, the angels 
· The creation of the spirital world was created before the actual world 
· RAQIA= this word means expand, or stretch out over the face of the earth (the automosphere) ... was translated in latin as firmament.. something hard/firm 
· “the creation of the light”
· because the sun is not the only source of light 
· physical light and spirtical light (two sources of light) 
· the auther wants to show that the light is not the source of light but god is the source of light 
· you dont have to worship the sun, ypu have to worship god because he created the sun 
Remember:
· god spoke out the creation (he speak about it)
· created the heavens and eather through his work in a non vilent act of love 
· a non-viloent god that crated the world out of love, he wants to share his love 
· god IS love!.. created his work out or LOVE
· The creation came into being because of the act of love of god, he creates because he want to share his love.
· Only religion that really shows that LOVE created his work 
· Created his work (heaven and 
· He created his work
· The book of gensis dethrone all the 
· Genis is a theological, spirtical, book, but it is not a sceintist book 
· On the seveth day (saturday) jews celebrate, why? Because jesus reserected on a sunday
· For christans the most important day is a sunday, thats why they go to church 

CLASS THREE: The Creation and Fall of Man 
· God creates man and women 
· We have to protect the creation, the creation was made for human BUT it should not be abused 
· In the creation god created through the word
· Image and likeness is the same thing, its your intellengence, all the qualities humans have 
· Likeness is something man has to achive through free will 
· Humans are told to be like god, what is this? To be faithful, perfect, to love others, humans are told to love eachother, to care about others and the creation 
· Men was potentially morbite 
· Men was created in the image and likeness of god, and if god is love then this means we have the power of love 
· We are free, Love is freedom. Love without freedom is an obbsession. God had to create us with freedom to allow us to love 
· To be free, you have choice 
· When god says “everything is very good”

God Forms Man out of Dust: 
· It names another word for god: now its “Lord God”
· In the first account he creates man and women at the same time (the creation), in this one he first creates man and then he creates women 
· God created everything out of nothing (EX-NIHILO= which means created everything out of nothing)
· Man is related to the creation to the earth 
· Everything that was created, has a purpose, man and animals (has the imprint of god in eveything, the nature, we can see something about the powerful god) 
The Garden of Eden and the Tree of Life & God Commands the Man not to Eat of the Tree of the Knowlege of Good and Evil 
· Its about temptation 
· Love entails= freedom and trust (when god says dont eat, you have to trust what he says or else youll die)
· He says “you may freely eat of every tree of the garden”... all the trees EXCEPT the tree of knowledge of good and evil
· Why do you think he forbids this? Not only for free will but because we will die spiritually, because they were not red yet, ONLY god can determine what is good and evil
The Deceit of the Serpent & The Fall
· Whos the serpent=satin 
· Sets the stage that obidence with morailty....trust 
· He induced doubt... they didnt know if they should believe god. When they decided to disobey god they detached themself from god, and beleive that they can be like god (good and evil) yet god is the only one that can determine what is god and evil 
· The serpent is evil and god creates the serpert? Why did god create evil? If god is love why does suffering and evil exist... freewill?
The Punishment of the Serpent and of Adam and Eve:


Class Four:
If i ask you to tell me things about god what would you say?
· First ask which god?
· If to christianity god: father , god is love, lord, the creater, protection, transendent (he transends eveuything he created), god is present through his words, he is higher to everything we can say about him, he is a persoanl god, the trinity (unique to christianity), the reincarnation (belived that he inbodied himself into god), he decended and made himself man. God is one person but three in person god, jesus and the holy spirt. 
· If my people ask who are you, what should i answer? “I AM WHO I AM” he told people to say this (mosses)...  translates into “i am the being”.... he heard the voice of god through this buring bush?? Only mosses saw god, 
· For christianst,  jesus crist= god 

GOD the father:
· The reality of God lies at the heart of Christian theology
· How this God can be represented and described?
· Israel reflection on the identity of God – which they styled  using phrases as “the Lord God of Israel”- took place against background of polytheism (belief in many gods)
· The process of identification can be seeing in both the Old and New Testaments.
· Old Testament: Israel knew and worshiped the God who delivered them from the exile in Egypt and led them into the promised land of Canaan
· In the New Testament, Christian believe in the same God (as the great Old Testament figures of faith such as : Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses)  who is finally and fully disclosed in Jesus Christ. 
· God is the Being Itself (Exodus 3:16) 
· St. Irenaeus: “The Glory of God is a human being fully alive (a great 2nd century theologian) 
· Augustine: “God is closer to me then myself and at the same time higher that I can possible imagine.”
· Colossians 1:15 : “The Son (Jesus Christ) is the image of the invisible God.”
· The Apostle Creed: "I believe in one God the Father Almighty ... And in one Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God ....And in the Holy Spirit, the life-maker....”
· Matthew 6:9-13, Lord’s Prayer: “Our Father who are in heaven, hallowed be your name….
· John 10:30, “The Father and I are one.”
· Luke 23:34, Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”; 
· Mt 5.48 “be perfect, as your Father in heaven is perfect” (love of our enemies) 
· (John 14.9) “he who sees the Son sees the Father” 
· According to Matthew 11.17, “no one knows the Son except the Father and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son reveals him”
· According to the Gospel of John, the ‘unity’ of the Father and the Son is not an identity of one and the same Person; it is a unity by virtue of mutual indwelling: 
· “I (Christ) am in the Father, the Father is in me” (John 14.10, 11, 20; 17.21 etc); that is to say, it is a  perichoretic unity perichoretic means interpenetration; word use to describe the relationship between the divine and human natures of Christ and for the three persons of the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit .
· John 20:17 “Touch me not (says Jesus Christ to Mary-Magdalene), for I am not yet ascended to my Father, but go to my brethren and say unto them, `I ascend unto my Father and your Father and to my God and to your God.’”
· Gospels: God is our Father by grace and the Father of Christ by nature. 


The Parable of the Prodigal Son (what does parable mean?= Story)
· Even when his son returns, he gives him his best, that the only thing he knows, to give, to love… 
· The son leaves to realize that material things means nothing and what he wants cant be bought 
· One son left and he was “spiritually dead” and the other son that stayed was also “spiritually dead”?
· There is only ONE god (mono) and three persons, god the son, god the father, and god the holy spirt


God is: (attributes of god)
· Good
· Holy
· Loving 
· Almighty
· Generous 
· Forgiving 
· Just 
· Wise (knows everything)
· He’s present (only present everywhere)
· Transcendent 
· Infinite 
· Spirt 
· Caring
· Creator 
· Merciful 
· God is light 
· Perfect 
· Decisive 
· Powerful 


· God is eternal Exodus 3:14 — And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM.”
· God is One:  not only is there no other, but He is alone in being able to meet the deepest needs and longings of our hearts. God alone is worthy of worship and devotion (Deuteronomy 6:4) 
· God is a Trinity. He is three in one, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.
· God is spirit, meaning He is invisible (John 1:18; 4:24). He is spirit in the highest sense. Because He is spirit He is incorporeal, having no visible substance. Had God a tangible body, he would not be omnipresent, he would be limited to one place; because he is spirit He fills heaven and earth.
· God is just. 
· The immutability of God means that God is distinguished from His creatures. God is perpetually the same: subject to no change in His being, attributes, or determinations. 
· God’s mercy is "great" (1 Kings 3:6); "plenteous’’ (Ps. 86:5); "tender" (Luke 1:78); "abundant" (1 Pet. 1:3), etc.
· God is essentially good; not only good, but goodness itself: the creature’s good is a superadded quality, in God it is His essence. 
· Omnipotence - one cannot have a right conception of God unless he think of Him as all-powerful, as well as all-wise.
· Grace is the lone source from which flows the goodwill, love, and salvation of God unto his people.
· “God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all” (I John 1:5).
· God is holy. He only is independently, infinitely, immutably holy. In Scripture he is frequently styled “The Holy One”: He is so because the sum of all moral excellency is found in Him. He is absolute Purity, unsullied even by the shadow of sin. 
· God is omniscient. He knows everything.
· The idea of an immanent God can also be traced to both Judaism and Christianity. Many stories in the Old Testament depict a God who is very active in human affairs and the working of the universe. Christians, especially mystics, have often described a God who works within them and whose presence they can perceive immediately and personally. 
· A transcendent God is s one who is beyond perception, independent of the universe, and wholly “other” when compared to us.
· God is righteous, meaning that God cannot and will not pass over wrongdoing.
· Self-existence is an attribute peculiar to God. Self-existence is possessed by virtue of God’s own nature, and independent of any other being or cause; 
· God is just. He is fair and impartial. It also means that He hates the ill-treatment and oppression of people and of nature, which He has created.
· God is sovereign, meaning He is supreme. Being elevated above the highest creature, He is the Most High, Lord of heaven and earth. Subject to none, influenced by none, absolutely independent.
· God is love. 1 John 4:8 “He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God abides in him, and who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.” Romans 8:35 “Who shall separate us from the love of God? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? [Neither] height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." So one way God defines love is in the act of unconditioned giving.  

CLASS FIVE: Jesus Christ in the New Testament
The Wedding at Cana: (John 2:1:11)
· About the story of water to wine 
· No wine for them to drink, so Mary turns the water into wine 
· What does this miracle tell us about Jesus?  it shows that he doesn’t only do big miracles but also small miracles 
· Usually it takes long for wine to make but Jesus does it instantly 
· He didn’t change the outside, he changed the inside, not the jar but the water… significant of a spiritual transformation from within 
· Wine brings joy 
· Humans have to be fully alive to experience joy and love

The Heeling of a a Blind Man?
· A man that was blind at birth and Jesus cured him and he started to believe in Jesus
· It was god that sinned, everyone is born with sine and once you get baptized, those sins go away 
· When Jesus heals someone he doesn’t touch them, in here he spits on the ground and the dirt rubbing on his eyes cures his blind 
· The dirt, is earth, Jesus is the earth, man is grounded 
· Earth itself is something spiritual, and bring earth and human together can create a miracle 
· Man is created by earth, and bringing this dirt to him can help him see 
· The work of god manifested in him 
· The connection between the old and new testament: old testament they were born from the earth, the new one, to be a real man you have to see and to do so you have to use spit and dirt 
· God created man through the work of god 
· “go wash in a pool”: which is similar to the baptism 
· everyone is grounded into god, we are all connected, and god cares about everybody 

The Resurrection of Lazarus: The Death of Lazarus
· more about salvation, 
· if you believe in Christ
· why did he stay and not help his friend: if you resurrect him right away, no one will believe that he was actually dead 
· “he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus come out” 

The Healing of a Boy with a Spirit:
· a boy that has a evil spirt in him and Jesus exercise it our of him 
· familiar trend of Jesus being the saver of man kind, but different because its him taking over an evil spirt (Satan)
· we see a father in great pain, going everywhere to try and help him 
· goes to Jesus and says that if he can heal everything, then help my son 
· “all things can be done to one who believes” …
· faith and believe is emphasis 
· mark wants to emphasize the power of his fathers believe and also that the the person and the person curing must pray and confess 
· the spirt can only come out through confession and prays 

Jesus Heals a Paralytic:
· we see that jesus heals a man that is paralyzed 
· the son preforms the work of god by forgiving 
· faith, once we see that the main has faith, the miracle can be preformed 
· your sins are forgiven… you choose to heal and to forgive 
· god wants humans to be fully alive and to have joy *****
· god heals him and tells him to be active, to live without sin, to live his life 
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