CHST 702 FORMTEXT 
 
The First World War
COURSE OUTLINE – FALL 2011
	INSTRUCTOR:
	Steve Bunn 

	INSTRUCTOR E-MAIL:
	sbunn@ryerson.ca 

	OFFICE HOURS:

	By Appointment


Every effort will be made to manage the course as stated.  However, adjustments may be necessary at the discretion of the instructor.  If so, students will be advised and alterations discussed in the class prior to implementation.
It is the responsibility of students to ensure that they understand the university’s policies and procedures, in particular those relating to course management and academic integrity.  A list of relevant policies is included at the end of this outline. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION / OBJECTIVE:
The Great War affected millions of people. It brought the collapse of four empires and it ended the illusion that European civilization was superior to all others. This course looks at military events but the main focus is the interaction between the war and society. What effect did the First World War have on politics and economics? What effect did it have on science, technology and the arts? What was life like on the battlefields and the home front? This course will explore these and other topics as they pertain to the history of the First World War.
 Lecture and tutorial topics and required readings are found on the attached schedule. Students must complete all assigned readings. Attendance at all lectures and assigned tutorials is compulsory. 
This course moves quickly, and some may find the reading requirements substantial. Students should expect to spend at least three hours each week reading for this class (50-100 pages/week). Essay research will require additional reading time throughout the semester.
Please read this outline carefully and address questions about any aspect of the course to the instructor as soon as possible. 
TEXTBOOK & READINGS:
1. Michael Howard, The First World War (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 2007) – available at the Ryerson Bookstore
2. Tutorial readings, available on Blackboard
METHOD OF INSTRUCTION:
Lectures, tutorial discussion 
METHOD AND SCHEDULE OF STUDENT EVALUATION:
Quiz #1 (Oct. 05)
05%
Mid-Term Exam (Oct. 26)                              25%

Quiz #2 (Nov. 16)
05%
Essay (Nov. 30)
30%
Final Exam (Dec. 14)
25%
Tutorial Participation          
10%
MISSED TERM WORK OR EXAMINATIONS:
Students are expected to complete all assignments, tests, and exams within the time frames and by the dates indicated in this outline.  Exemption or deferral of an assignment, tutorial, test or exam is only permitted for a medical or personal emergency or due to religious observance.  The instructor must be notified by e-mail prior to the due date or test/exam date, and the appropriate documentation must be submitted.  For absence on medical or religious observance grounds, official forms may be downloaded from the Ryerson website at www.ryerson.ca/undergraduate/currentstudents/rr or picked up from The Chang School Front Office (Heaslip House, 297 Victoria Street).  
ACCOMMODATIONS, EXTENSIONS AND LATE PENALTIES:

Students who anticipate difficulty with deadlines or any other aspect of the course must notify the instructor at the beginning of the semester or as soon as difficulties arise. Extra-curricular activities, personal, social, political or employment obligations, multiple deadlines, busy schedules and computer equipment failure cannot be considered grounds for an extension, nor for grade appeals at any level. Please keep at least three back-up copies of your work and print drafts regularly. 

PLAGIARISM:

The Ryerson Student Code of Academic Conduct defines plagiarism and the sanctions against students who plagiarize.  All Chang School students are strongly encouraged to go to the academic integrity website at www.ryerson.ca/academicintegrity and complete the tutorial on plagiarism. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Ryerson University and The Chang School are committed to the principles of academic integrity as outlined in the Student Code of Academic Conduct.  Students are strongly encouraged to review the student guide to academic integrity, including penalties for misconduct, on the academic integrity website at www.ryerson.ca/academicintegrity and the Student Code of Academic Conduct at www.ryerson.ca/senate/policies  

COURSE SCHEDULE:   
	Class
	 FORMTEXT 

	 FORMTEXT 


	Sept. 14 FORMTEXT 

	Course Introduction
The European Order to 1914
	The First World War, Chapter 1 FORMTEXT 

Article by J. Champion (optional)

	Sept. 21 FORMTEXT 

	The July Crisis and the Outbreak of War FORMTEXT 

	The First World War, Chapter 2 FORMTEXT 

Article by A. Mombauer

	Sept. 28
	The Schlieffen Plan and the Western Front
 FORMTEXT 

	The First World War, Chapter  FORMTEXT 
3 
Article by T. Zuber 

	Oct. 05
	The Eastern Front
Peripheral Operations and Global War 
QUIZ #1 FORMTEXT 

	The First World War, Chapter FORMTEXT 
 4 
Article by A. Jacobson

	Oct. 12
	Attrition: Verdun and the Somme 

	The First World War, Chapter FORMTEXT 
 5
Tutorial 1 (Group A)

	Oct. 19
	Total War I: The Soldier’s War
Midterm Exam Review  FORMTEXT 

	Article by G. DeGroot

Article by T. Cook

Tutorial 1 (Group B) FORMTEXT 


	Oct. 26
	MIDTERM EXAM 
 FORMTEXT 

	

	Nov. 02
	Total War II: the War(s) at Home 


	The First World War, Chapter 5 

Article by G. Buri 
Article by N. Gullace 

	Nov. 09
	Canada’s War 
 FORMTEXT 

	Mackenzie, review of Cook Dimmel, review of Cook FORMTEXT 


	Nov. 16
	The United States Enters the War

Mutiny and Riot, Revolution and Collapse
QUIZ #2
	The First World War, Chapter 6 FORMTEXT 

The First World War, Chapter 7 Article by P. Brewer

	Nov. 23

	1918: The German Spring Offensive and the End of the War

	The First World War, Chapter 8
Tutorial 2 (Group A)

	Nov. 30

	The Treaty of Versailles FORMTEXT 

Essay Due in Class

	The First World War, Chapter 9
Article by M. MacMillan

 FORMTEXT 
Tutorial 2 (Group B)

	Dec. 07
	The Legacy of the First World War 
Final Exam Review

	Article by E. Nelson

Article by K. Ulrichsen

	Dec. 14

	FINAL EXAM FORMTEXT 

	 FORMTEXT 



ESSAY INFORMATION:

Students must submit an essay to pass this course. Essays must be submitted to the instructor on the date due. More information on the essay assignment can be found on Blackboard. Please keep back-up copies of all your work.

TUTORIAL DISCUSSION:
During the first class, you will be assigned to a tutorial group. Once assigned, you may not switch groups during the term. If there is any issue with the dates/times of your assigned group, please inform the instructor within the first week of class.

Your group will meet twice during the term. Information on readings and tutorial discussion questions are included at the end of this outline. 

A participation mark will be assigned for your contributions to each tutorial discussion. You should try to show significant depth in your own analysis of the readings, as well as thoughtful and informed engagement with the group discussion. 

If you miss a tutorial discussion, you may submit written answers to the tutorial questions. However, you will receive a maximum grade of 50% (eg. 2.5 out of 5 per tutorial) for these written answers. 
COMPUTERS, CELL PHONES, MP3 PLAYERS AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES:

The use of electronic devices during class constitutes a serious breach of academic integrity, and will be treated as such. The distraction created by such devices severely erodes the learning environment within the classroom, and is grossly unfair to fellow students. Students who insist on surfing the internet, listening to music, sending text messages, etc. during class time will be asked to leave. 
COURSE REPEATS:
Senate GPA Policy prevents students from taking a course more than three times.  For complete GPA Policy see policy No. 46 at www.ryerson.ca/senate/policies  
RYERSON ACADEMIC POLICIES:
For more information on Ryerson’s academic policies, visit the Senate website at www.ryerson.ca/senate
Course Management Policy No. 145
Student Code of Academic Conduct No. 60 **IMPORTANT!! PLEASE READ!!**
Student Code of Non-Academic Conduct No. 61
Examination Policy No. 135
Policy on Grading, Promotion, and Academic Standing Policy No. 46
Undergraduate Academic Consideration and Appeals Policy No. 134
Accommodation of Student Religious Observance Obligations Policy No. 150
TUTORIAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
TUTORIAL #1:
1. Was the outbreak of the First World War inevitable? Why or why not? Discuss with specific reference to the readings for Weeks 1 and 2.
2. Who was to blame for the outbreak of the war? Discuss with specific reference to the readings for Weeks 1-3.
3. Why did most if not all of the new tactics, strategies and peripheral operations employed in 1915-1916 fail to break the stalemate? In what ways were the peripheral operations of the First World War historically significant? Discuss with specific reference to the readings for Week 4. 
TUTORIAL #2:
1. Did women use the First World War to gain political rights and improve their social and cultural condition, or did the war effort use women for propaganda purposes in order to temper rebellion and keep the men fighting? Discuss with specific reference to the readings for Week 8.
2. How significant was Canada’s contribution to WWI? Did Canadian military forces really make a decisive contribution to the course of the war, or did they simply “fill in the gaps” for the British? Discuss with specific reference to the readings for Week 9.
3. To what extent was US entry into the hostilities the decisive factor of the First World War? Why did Russia collapse in 1917-18? How did Russia even make it to 1917-18? Discuss with specific reference to the readings for Week 10.
4. Did Germany have any hope of victory by 1918? Was German defeat inevitable? Discuss with specific reference to the readings for week 11.

TUTORIAL PARTICIPATION GRADING CRITERIA:   

	Performance in Tutorial Discussion FORMTEXT 

	Grade Range FORMTEXT 


	Student is absent or makes no contribution to the discussion 


	0% FORMTEXT 



	Very little contributed to the discussion, with little to no evidence of reading, preparedness or critical analysis 
 FORMTEXT 

	1-49% 



	Very little contributed to the discussion, but with some clear evidence of reading, preparedness or critical analysis 
 FORMTEXT 

	50-65% 



	A moderate contribution to the discussion, with evident preparation and some amount of critical analysis
 FORMTEXT 

	60-75%



	Frequent contributions to the discussion with evident preparation, but with limited depth or a lack of critical analysis 


	60-75%

	Substantial and focused contributions to the discussion, with an evident display of analysis and some critical engagement
 FORMTEXT 

	70-80% 

 FORMTEXT 


	Substantial and focused contributions to the discussion, with an excellent display of analysis and an advanced level of critical engagement


	80-100%


