Lecture 9										Nov 25th, 2011
Pitfalls in essays: 
1. Problem with the argument: too vague/too personal (telling me their preferences in the literature), purpose is to shed light on the text, want ur writing style to work with u not against you. 
· “Incredible”  means u don’t believe in their characters, we dismiss things we don’t believe in,
· “fantastic”  not realistic, shows preference in character
· Use accurate, specific, clear terminology that is plausible to ur argument

Setting of the wee free men: fantasy
-unlike silver chair and hp, we are not technically in our world
-we have a space that is not ordinary
· Description of setting: lacking in the things we expect to find (creatures, talking animals, etc) and we don’t find magic/magical creatures
· Not modern/urban, not fantastic
· Irish countryside, rural
· Pastoral: we find an idealized version of a country side, have characters that carry out pastoral duties, but the bad stuff don’t have, idyllic, Edenic, garden?
· This is not the case , there is no hint that people live smoothly and like gerda and kay
· Like a literal agricultural world obvious diff (from us) is pre-industrial world
· Prachett juxtaposes the way a regular person leads their life, we take for granted
· Tiffany’s world: modern things we take for granted do not exist 
· Tiffany vs regular child in Canada now: freedom/autonomy/independence (from parents)
· Not how we expect 9 yr old in Canada to act now
· Strings are attached to her freedom  duties and responsibilities (milking and making butter, dairy maid)
· She has a job that requires skills and strength
· Why isn’t tiffany in school?
· Goal is to stay on the farm and become shepherdess so no need for school
· Their society has no consideration for the academics, the teachers who come to teach are associated with gypsies/outsiders
· There is no village/town as we know them to be 
· No schools, roads, 
· Early feudal culture
· Government: a baron (makes it feudal), most of the wealth and power is held by him
· Diff b/w this and green gables: achings don’t own the farm even tho they’ve been on it for generations and generations
· Prachett is like Ruskin
· Achings take care of the farm well
· Granny achings: an authority figure, takes care of the land, inherited the land and takes care of it for the good
· By contrast: the baron who owns the land is the force for evil 
· Baron = the black brothers (hans and shwarctz) 
· Teachers get paid in vegetables
· Baron loses son: he goes on with hunt and accuses mrs. Snapperly (he is looking for a scapegoat), even tiffany understands that the accusations are foolish
· Achinngs are a matriarchal family: granny is the ruler 
· She doesn’t look like the ruler b/c of the way she looks (like a little old lady),she is associated with tobacco (inappropriate for little old ladies)
· She swears and drinks (sheep ligament = alcohol/moonshine)
· Inept with children? Not really
· Tiffany loves her grandmother the most (even more than her mother)
· Granny is the most ideal character, tiff wants to become like her
· Her wisdom is manifested thru her actions, she represents responsible authority figure (Christ takes care of the flock, shepherd) 
· Shepherd: makes sure the basic needs of the sheep is met
· Baron was supposed to do this
· Miss tick comes prepared against all kinds of eventualities
· In some ways this society is a very good place for a little girl to grow up in
· But she wants to become a witch  why? So what happened to Mrs. Snappaerly doesn’t happen again due to ppl’s ignorance and wants to stop them from being “sheep” (of the baron) 
· Fantastic element of setting: witch and discworld 
· Differences b/w discworld and ours: discworld is flat, lies on four elephants who stand on a turtle who is swimming thru the cosmos 
· Elephant standing on turtles: myths, misunderstandings of other ppl’s interpretations
· First sight: seeing wht is actually there
· 2nd thought: thinking about the 1st sight
· Discworld is the reminisce of our past world  
· Miss tick = jk rowling type of witch/wizard
· Fantastical element: jenny greenteeth and wee free men
· Jenny: monster, she is also a fairy
· Queen of the fairies is much, much worse
· Even the ones who look like nice and pretty are evil, the ones who still look evil are still fairies,
· The wee free men are benevolent fairy creatures who are not evil
· Tiffany's helpers, army, bodyguards, etc
· They are given multiple names: P wants us to see from diff points of view  
· Wee free men are pictsies
· Pictsies = pixies
· Picture, depict
· Pictsies like fighting, they are warriors, they use their heads to fight (street fighting)
· Tiff uses her HEAD but in a figuratively way, when the men try to use them literally (shows they are not very smart, contrasts with tiff)
· They like to fight and drink
· P playing with the stereotype of the Scottish ppl in the men
· Wee free men: they rebelled against the queen, what granny did against the baron
· Keldra: matriarchal figure to men, she is an oracle
· P shows women who have the wisdom and takes charge, things turn out better when they take charge 
· The “Quin” (queen): resembles the fairy we are familiar with, she is beautiful and is royalty, fairy princess has become so dominant in western culture (to little girls)
· Fairies influence P’s portrayal of queen
· Tam lin/ tam lane: poor and unfortunate young man who suffers the fate of the baron’s son, original story: they need a human soul to pay tax to hell, tax to the devil. Tamlane manages to break free to get word to Janet his sweetheart and so she can rescue him. The only time she’ll have is all hollow’s eve when fairies go to hell to pay taxes, she can wait at the crossroads and pull tam lane off the horse 
· Fairies: their ability to cast glamour over humanity
· Glamour: (original) magic used to trick a person to fall for something that is actually bad, its an illusion, hypnotized, hopeless state, 
· Enthrall = to enslave. Thrall = slave
· Fairies have the ability to enthrall
· They were associated with great danger
· Queen steals: roland and then Wentworth
· Net result: tiff has multiple tasks (coming of age so she can fill granny’s shoes), analogous to the characters in the Narnia books: she has to do battle with the queen and rescues roland and Wentworth, she has to protect her land
· If the queen manages to get into chalk, the consequences will be dire 
· Queen = anderson’s snow queen
· 
