Jude Sanon, 8121338
PHI2396 Chapter 2 Notes: 
Religious and Secular Ethics
Lecture Notes:

Reading Notes:
Immanuel Kant: 
· Enlightenment natural scientist
· Believed that it was laziness and cowardice that kept people from thinking for themselves and subsequently be controlled
· Believed solely in using the power of reason to discover moral law
· His view inspired future secular ethical theories and a general belief that rationality instead of the will of god is the basis of human conduct
Divine Command Theory:
· This is the view that all morality is dependent on the will of God
· God’s moral nature never changes so his expectation is that we follow his will no matter what
· Two interpretations of Divine Command theory: the specifics of God’s will is revealed through sacred scriptures such as old/new testament and the view of natural law providing a rational basis for scriptural moral revelation
Natural Law:
· Aquinas reasoned that since God created everything with an order and purpose reflective of his will, by looking at the nature of things we can discover his will
· Further yet, we could discover his moral law
· Implied knowledge of god’s will is open to ALL
· Originally derived from greek views that moral principles are objective truths that can be discovered in nature
· Aquinas still believed in the biblical account of the creation of human nature but also with Aristotle in that the basis of moral obligation resides in our personal inclinations/dispositions
· Believed fulfillment comes later by obeying a divine lawgiver to untimately achieve eternal salvation; Aristotle believed fulfillment is now and can all end with death
The Doctrine of Double Effect:
· Also developed by Thomas Aquinas
· The principle of double effect recognizes that it is permissible to bring about a harmful event as a barely forseen side effect that would be impermissible if done intentionally
· A harmful effect is indirect and morally permissible if (1) the act itself is morally good/neutral; (2) only the good effect of the act is intended directly; (3) the bad effect of the act is not the means of achieving the good effect; (4) the good effect outweighs the bad effect
· According to the Dominican Order of Priests, Ordinary = medicine that can be used to treat without excessiver burden, extraordinary = opposite; patient has no obligation to use either if no reasonable hope of bettering condition
· John Finnis, Australian Philosopher propsed discovering the principles of natural law through subjective experience without any prior acceptance of god/revelation
· Thomas Aquinas Fundamental Goods: human life, family, knowledge and orderly society
· Enlightenment Scientists took Thomas Aquinas’ natural law and replaced the religious prescription with physical, biological, and behavioural laws discoverable without appeal to religious authority – Secular Natural Law
Secular Natural Law:
· John Locke derived certain traits that flowed from Natural law: life, libery and property
· He did this before there were governments and states
· Stated that we need to protect these natural rights and ensure equal treatment against threats to them that people formed societies
Legal and Moral Rights:
· A right is an entitlement to act or have another act in a certain way
· Two types: legal (derived from legal system) and moral (derived from humanity)
· Can be connected but also can be independent of each other 
· Moral rights derived from John Locke’s Natural rights, stated to be natural, equal and universal
· Enlightenment Project led to a set of beliefs that led to the development of a set of laws and institutions in which rational people could do anything under a social contract
Social Contract Theory:
· Refers to a theory on how states and governments come into being
· Key Concept: it is the people who bring the government/state into being to secure and promote their basic rights and well being
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Empowering civil authority to establish legal rights based on moral rights leads to the  mutual trust needed social cooperation necessary to uphold them
· Three great contractarians: Thomas Hobbes, John Locke and Rosseau
· SCT based on two ideas: (1) Governments are formed by the consent of people by a rational means to secure rights more efficiently than in a primitive state of nature (2) When the government fails, the people can dissolve and form new ones
· Ex. The US Constitution, involves scientific method since allows people to experiment with laws
· Altered relationship between law and religion with Supremacy Clause (established c constitution as supreme law) and Establishment Clause (prohibits government from installing religion, preferring religion to irreligion and preventing practice of religion)
· Individual = rule maker, government = minimal protective role high contrast to religious natural law
Kant’s Thoughts and Ethics:
· Stated knowledge was perception, our minds imposed their knowing on the objects and world around them – Copernican Revolution (not on midterm)
· God exceeds the limits of human knowledge
· Had difficulty understanding why bad things happen to good people when he believed good should be blessed and bad people shouldn’t
· Reasoned that it was the lack of understanding between virtue and happiness that lead to faith in god and morality
· Solving problem of evil = immoral because we would lack freedom morality requires
Moral Choice:
· By informing us on what to do, reason allowed us to go beyond natural instinct and narrow self interest
· Moral Choice was the in accordance with unconditional duty or discoverable laws of reason
· Reason gives us autonomy which gives our dignity and value as human beings
· Only one unconditional duty in pure reason: Categorical Imperative
The Categorical Imperative:
· “Act as though the principle of your action were to become universal law”
· led to universal prohibitions of certain actions
· locke = moral law found in human nature, Kant = found in reason
Social Interests: two alternate forms of CI
· The principle of humanity: Always act to treat humanity as an end, never as a means” – (rational beings shouldn’t use each other for selfish means and desires)
· The principle of reciprocity: Always treat others as you would have them treat you – Golden Rule
· In these two forms of the CI, rationality saves us from natural tendency to be selfish – thinking rationally connects us to humanity creating community
Moral Rights:
· Moral rights were truths of reason, specifically equality and freedom (gives reason the ability to do what duty requires)
· Negative Rights: rights that protect freedom from interference of various kinds
· Ex. Right not to be killed
· Positive Rights: rights to various things
· Ex. The right to education
Utilitarianism:
· Jeremy Bentham reasoned that the purpose of morality was to maximize pleasure which is measured by pleasure and pain
· His own secular basis of morality, rights and social cohesion
· How moral an act was deemed depended on outcome and consequence
· Most moral act yields greatest net happiness out of all others
Utility Principle
· Value of a thing depends on its utility or usefulness
· Do what yields the greatest happiness, for the greatest number
· Freedom is vital in order to achieve said happiness; basis = Hedonism
Moral Rights and the Harm Principle:
· Did not believe in reason alone or natural being basis for moral rights
· Stated utility, along with contract and reason to define relationship between individual and government
· Utilitarian case for moral rights: the individual is sovereign over himself, complete freedom over themselves
· Only limit to this freedom = Harm principle – only time power can be used against a person’s will is to prevent harm to others
Social Interests:
· Morality was about maximizing collective pleasure and minimizing collective pain; the believed in rule over act
· Utilitarians urge to ask oneself “ what if everyone in the same situation did this?” when deciding morally; if more happiness results, that act should be adopted as rule
· If not we should never do that act
Preference Satisfaction:
· Some utilitarian have broadened the scope of utility to include preference satisfaction
· Preference Utilitarian say happiness occurs when preferences are satisfied and integrated satisfaction is maintained
· Explains that if a young person dies, it is tragic not because they can no longer achieve pleasure; its because their preferences will go unmet now
· Implies inequalities in terms of value of life, putting the younger over the older
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