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Women in Ancient Egypt

•
Women in ancient Egypt had more rights than women have in modern Egypt.

◦
Could own property, slaves, earn money, have priestly titles

▪
earning money was an expectation outside the home

▪
could inherit a portion of inheritances

▪
are allowed to adopt children as heirs (if need to leave behind property, etc)

▪
If a woman is wronged in a business transaction or other instance, they are able to bring the matter to court to have it addressed.

•
Marriage: Monogamy is the norm, very laissez-faire

◦
once a man has married a woman, he is unable to take a secondary wife.

◦
the only person in Egyptian society who was allowed multiple wives was the King. 


◦
Even other important royal figures are denied this privilege

▪
Had a religious obligation to procreate and reproduce as much as possible. 


▪
the King’s fertility reflects on the property of the nation.

▪
If a king had no heirs, it would create an imbalance and reflect poorly upon himself and the kingdom.

•
many marriages were to solidify rules and treaties.

◦
Never really sent their women anywhere

•
19th dynasty records shows 120 sons/daughters

◦
KV5 (King’s Valley 5)


◦
TT (Theban Tomb)

- Interclass marriages occurred 


•
Concubine: a woman who agrees to be a sexual partner for the purposes of procreating 


◦
Usually can be of any class however were generally from the bottom 2: Slaves and farmers 


◦
No right to marriage

◦
educated gamble: a woman of a lower social caste may not have a shot at a a glamorous, lucius lifestyle - in the event that a farmer for example does not do well with his crops and is unable to sustain his family, often a daughter can approach one who is looking to conceive in order to provide an heir for their family legacy.  This could pay.

▪
prostitution existed however was a much less desirable choice than becoming a concubine, however common. 


▪
concubines are wise due to the blood ties binding mother, father and son - financial advantage

▪
a concubine woman really doesn't have much to live for however at least was given foo, shelter, etc. 


▪
CONCUBINE = infinitely better than being a prostitute.

▪
Child of a concubine could inherit a title.

•
adultery = serious consequences within the community

•
Egyptians found fat women sexy.

•
Marriage was more stable higher up the social scale

•
craftsmen class: marriage is a revolving door

◦
ask father for permission for marriage

◦
afterwards must deliver gifts and a house
Incest: (Between brother and sister)  was rare

•
occurred however was not as common as some historians claim to be. Out of 500, 2 were incestuous 


•
early Egyptologists thought it was common due to the terms of endearment. Also thought to have been done when an emergency heir is needed.

◦
if the kings blood is powerful, then the sisters blood is powerful too… = one powerful bebe

•
Wife did not have inheritance of rights by just marriage alone, creating ties was important.

◦
this tie would allow rights to property, etc.

◦
bond is made permanent with children
Homosexuality: tied with the God Seth, 


•
considered undesirable within society.

•
never seen as the same status as marriage

•
did occur

•
Men who had sex with married women could be punished brutally with mutilation, death work camps, and outcasting…. Women however did not procure such punishments as often

◦
Royal adultery = high treason = dead penalty = strangulation 


•
Egyptians engaged in both arranged marriages and marriages for love.

•
Infertility = ridicule/mockery
Divorce:

•
was extremely easy to do

•
property was split 2/3 to man and 1/3 to woman, the house went to the children and wife however the children were the rightful owners to the house

◦
MAN brings House and Himself… Woman is Self. hence 2/3 :1/3 regardless of who earned what.

◦
Divorce may involve the use of court. Especially when grain rations and other instances were involved 
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