Plan for today:
· Questions about course?
· Introduce concept of critical thinking
· Examine emergence of the discipline of sociology
· Think about it in terms of how things are framed
· Return to critical thinking discussion
Critical Thinking
· Some think that critical thinking is important for democratic society
· The headlines about US elections have not cooled down
· Critical thinking allows us to interrogate if all the headlines are right or worth listening to
· Critical thinking helps us make decisions
· Critical thinking enables us  to look at the info and determine how relative it is
· Zygmunt Bauman, Polish sociologist
· Died recently (Jan 9, 2017), at age 91
· Book Liquid Fear
· Developed theory the conditions of uncertainty b/c there is something about what they are saying that speaks to their fear and that in some way its calming the fear
· Major characteristics that define our society
· Sociology emerges when people lived in very densely populated cities
· How are people adapting and developing in these populated cities
· In 19th century people unemployed
Types of Human Societies
· Hunting and gathering:
· 50,000 BCE to present
· Verge of complete disappearance
· Small #s of people – hunt, fish, gather plants
· Few inequalities
· Everybody relied on everybody else – they needed each other
· Agrarian:
· 12,000 BCE to present
· Losing distinct identity
· Small, rural communities
· Agriculture, some hunting and gathering
· Degrees of inequality
· Leadership emerges as groups start to get bigger
· Pastoral:
· 12,000 BCE to present
· Now mostly part of larger societies
· Tending domesticated animals
· Distinct inequalities
· See things stratified
· Levels of leadership
· Traditional societies:
· 6,000 BCE to 19th century
· Larger in size; cities are centers for trade and manufacturing
· Cities start to grow – requiring more workers = live in more densely built housing = troubles with garbage and sewage
· Based on agriculture – much larger scale
· Inequalities b/w classes
· System of government, historically headed by king, etc.
Basic of modern societies
· Point of entry into knowing a culture – from Marx we get the concept of ‘mode of production’
· Why did hunting stop?
· Why did societies change
· Marx argued that the need to produce more good changes our societies
· Marx everything we do is motivated by work – dominant form of work = driving economy
Mode of production – main thing Marx argued
· How do people produce:
· Horticultural societies
· Agrarian – more supplies
Industrialization
· Mass production
· Advances in technology
· Urbanization
· Capitalism
· Expansion, including colonialism / imperialism
Concept: Critical thinking
· It’s purposeful, deliberate, and self-regulatory
· We draw conclusions based on well-defined criteria and evidence
· Sociology is evidence based argument
Based on skills:
· Interpretations
· Analysis
· Evaluation
· Inference
· Explanation
Habits of a Critical Thinker	Comment by Ash: Testing Material
· Independence of mind
· Intellectual curiosity
· Courage
· Humility
· Empathy
· Perseverance
· Reflexive disposition
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